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PREFACE 


The  substance  of  the  following  letters  has  been  sup-' 
plied  partly  from  the  author's  joumalj  an*l  partly  from 
a  series  of  communications  addressed  to  Mr  Bayly,  and 
several  other  friends,  with  whom  he  maiiiUuned  a  cor- 
respondence during  his  travels  in  Portugal.  These 
materials  have  been  subsequently  much  enlarged  by 
reference  to  statistical  geographical,  historical,  and 
lighter  works,  professing  to  give  an  account  of  the 
country  ;  and  numerous  engravings  with  poetical  illus- 
trations have  been  introduced  in  order  to  render  the 
delineation  of  Portugal  a-s  complete  as  possible  In 
the  opinion  of  some  persons-,  perliaps,  the  form  of 
letters  should  have  been  dispensed  with,  and  the 
division  of  the  work  into  chapters  adopted ;  but.  as 
far  ait  the  question  of  Illustration  is  concerned,  that 
objection  cannot  be  material,  since  it  is  the  mh- 
.stance,  and  not  the  mere  form*  which  in  a  work  of 
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this  nature  would  seem  to  be  of  tlie  greater  itn]x>rt- 
ance.  Althougli  in  every  other  rcsjicct  the  author  is 
deeply  sensible  of  liis  inadequacy  to  fulfil  the  task 
which  he  has  undertaken,  yet  he  moy  claim  the  nicrit 
of  having  anxiously  desired  to  omit  no  point  of  interest 
connected  with  the  actual  state  of  Portugal,  ancient 
m  well  as  modem. 

The  design  of  the  author  in  visiting  Portugal  was 
to  collect  a  variety  of  interesting  facU  from  personal 
oKservation,  and  to  bring  bad^  reminiscences  of  the 
feelings,  manners,  and  ciisixjmsof  its  inhabitants,  which 
might  make  the  people  of  England  better  acquainted 
with  the  peculiar  features  of  Portugal,  than  are  even 
the  inhabitants  themselves.  They  are  seldom  known 
lo  make  observations,  and  very  unfVequently  travel 
lieyond  the  walls  of  their  own  quintan;  and  conse- 
quently can  afford  but  scanty  information  to  those 
inquiring  few  who  venture  to  traverse  their  provinces. 
The  traveller  in  Portugal  is  exposed  frequently  to 
danger*  and  always  to  cmisiderable  |)er.sonal  inconve- 
niences which  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  climate;,  and 
is  generally  left  to  haa^anl  conjectures  alxjut  matters  of 
which  in  a  country  more  advanced  in  civilization^  and 
not  so  burdened  by  oppressive  and  unwise  rule,  he 
might  naturally  expect  to  meet  on  the  spot  with  satis- 
factory explanations. 


PREFACE. 


VII 


\e  history  t^T  Portugal  a[)p4>»re<)  to  form  an  im- 
jwrUnt  i>art  of  the  illustration  of  this  work.  RevcrUng 
to  the  original  slute  of  Lusitania ;  its  Pha'nicluii  and 
Carthaginian  connection ;  its  conquest  by  the  Romans, 
and  subsequent  separation,  together  with  the  Iberian 
provinces,  from  the  dismembered  empire;  its  existence 
under  the  domination  of  the  northern  invaders  of  Eu- 
rope, and  temporary  submission  to  the  yoke  of  the 
Arabian  powt?r;  its  union  with  some  of  the  northern 
provinces  of  Spain,  and  final  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence under  the  Burgundian  founder  of  the  monarchy, 
continued  through  three  dynasties  of  aoTereigiisi ;  its 
maritime  discoveries  ;  its  glorious  conquest  and  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Moors  Aiid  no  less  triumphant  deliver* 
ance  from  tlie  bloody  thraldom  of  the  Jesuits— would 
that  it  could  he  added  from  the  tyranny  also  of  a 
bigoted  priestJiood!— the  author  conceived  that  it  would 
Ik?  desirable,  as  a  point  of  illustration,  to  give  e«rly  in 
the  work  a  brief  review  of  the  history  of  Portugal. 
This  perhaps  may  in  the  judgment  of  some  persons 
appear  to  have  been  misplaced  by  being  given  in  the 
ond  letter  instead  of  in  an  appendix.  Here,  how- 
ever, the  author  presumes  to  rest  his  defence  upon 
iiitentiun,  satisfied^  should  the  information  afforded  nn 
this  head  be  deemed  complete  and  satisfactory  by  his 
readers,  without  reference  to  its  location  in  the  work. 
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With  a  brief  hisiOTical  account  of  Portugal,  the  author 
has  attempted  to  outer  into  a  stati«tiail  exaiiunalioii  of 
its  provinctts  and  cities,  both  ancient  and  modem ;  and  to 
give  an  insight  into  its  commerce,  agriculture,  political 
engagements  and  interests;  civil  and  criminal  jurifipru- 
dence,  and  eourt«  of  law  ;  religiun  ;  literary  and  pliilu- 
sophical  ivorks ;  architecture,  including  undent  remains : 
nava!  and  military  power;  political  character  of  the 
court ;  moral  and  social  habits  of  the  people,  and  their 
various  superstitions ;  the  personal  character  uf  the  no- 
bility, judges,  clergy,  and  monastic  orders;  atmuspherc, 
climate,  and  productions ;  and  to  ihexe  he  huK  added  a 
brief  statement  of  the  leading  |K)litical  events  in  the 
country*  which,  commencing  at  the  period  when  the  re- 
volutionary armies  of  France  first  awoke  the  sUnnbering 
kingdom  from  its  long  night  of  darkness  and  apathy, 
is  carried  down  td  the  promulgation  of  the  constitu- 
tional system  by  its  legitimate  sovereign,  the  Emperor 
of  Jtrasil. 

In  drawing  up  these  detailed  accounts,  the  author 
has  had  recourse  for  additional  infarination  on  all  the 
difierent  points  of  interest,  to  the  best  historians  of 
Portugal ;  to  the  military  work  of  Dumourier,  and  the 
valuable  statistical  account  of  Portugal  by  Baibi,  of 
which  the  Portuguese  themselves  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  exilogy ;   to  the  German  Link  ;   to  Costigan's 
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mwnnm^  TohiH^  aod  the  cqittllT  intcRsdiig  Bsnatire 
bvSoatheri   to  Midde s  Lnsi^ :  Kocli's  Tablenx  dts 
Rerolntims  de  rEHiiipr:    tht  Preids  dec  Ereagmtent 
HOhuKS  br  Diim»:  the  retcnt  wotk  of  Gcneial  Fav^ 
on  vliaae  pRJodieed  mnatiTC.  hoverer,  too  freat  mnfi- 
doiee  fas5  not  been  bestoved ;  the  IitcIt  aceoont  of  a 
dwrt  Tim  to  LkhoB  br  Hante&rt :  and  finaOT  he  ha* 
tonoticctiKVTStiD^of  Kadfixd-BaOlie,  the  Bamfaler. 
and  ^  dc^nt  vakcnmled  '^  The  Stale  of  Portnal 
br  an  ETv-vitneK.'     TW  antfacptie  ctatcmenu  of  Co- 
lonel  Ififff  hare  been  fredj  quoted,  vhererrcr  ther 
to  flrrre  the  pnrptnes  (^  iSttstatkn. 
'— ^■^'-^  anrrrtfftfiF  m  caradataon  vith  reqiect 
to  tke  fires  and  nonk  of  the  pnscnt  wi*^">*ftrT  of  tlK 
Bnol  F^iA"  of  Pofftn^Lfaare  bcfli  pitrpostiT  «w^fd 
tnmm  tbiswork. »  fimnhie  ik»  port  of  iu  iisyxiM — ^Por- 
ta^I  ninfltzaSaL*      Tbe  ambor  aamoL  speak,  of  tW 
Poatngncae  people  vitbciot  ecarmDcziu  t^  re^^nL  ncsed 
wiA  canamaxoian  for  ihsu  prcAHit   FoSainz  suae: 
and  if  bn  ferfing  aexnifit  ilie  iiKJ>tuttS^  and  critiiiM 
■dov  Jnd  xnbatity  nmv  hsT^  irjtnexamei  beszrpcd 
rtn  a  bffttfmfM  <d  exprewacizL  bk  csemit  mar  br 
Mthe  wcii-cFwmckd  xxmrnakm  liai  A»mnnk» 
and  the  fidaJteob,  an  the  sole  mn^mm^  ei  i^ 
axid  nmcTT  of  ti^ar  cdubct. 
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engravings  in  line  have  been  made  by  Mr  Sk*^lton  and 
Mr,  Cooke,  who  are  so  well  knuvm  to  antiquarians 
and  persons  of  taste  by  many  elegant  publications  of 
their  own,— tliey  liavc  been  SLipjilied  partly  by  persons 
taking  a  friendly  interest  in  the  success  of  the  work, 
and  partly  by  the  clever  companion  of  the  author's 
travels.  To  hiin,  as  well  as  to  Colonel  John  Vandeleiir 
of  the  12th  Lancers,  and  to  Mr.  Henry  Smith  of  Bristol, 
and  to  those  other  friends  to  whom  he  does  not  pennit 
himself  to  allude  otherwise  tlxan  in  terms  of  the  sin- 
cerest  gratitude  for  the  services  whicli  they  have  ren- 
dered ;  to  his  valuable  correspondents  at  Lisbon  and 
Porto,  whose  name«  it  might  not  be  delicate  or  prudent 
to  publish:— the  author's  best  thanks  are  due.  Where 
the  drawings  were  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
given  in  the  form  of  an  engraving,  they  have  been 
trauNferred  to  the  wood-engravers^  Messrs,  Willis  and 
Brooke,  for  vignettes.  The  engraving  of  Pezo  da  Regoa 
Is  taken  from  a  foreign  print,  as  the  author  had  no 
original  drawing  of  that  very  interesting  subject,  and 
he  was  unwilling  to  leave  it  out  of  liis  work.  The 
view  of  Forto  from  the  Scrra  Convent  is  taken  also 
from  a  foreign  print,  l>adly  done,  and  extremely  scarce. 
Improved  drawings  have  been  made  of  both  tliesc  sut>' 
jects,  and  the  original  engravings  beat  no  coniimrison 
with  those  executed  for  this  work. 
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It  may,  perhaps,  appear  extraordinary  tlint  iio  view 
of  Lisbon  has  been  introiluced,  but  witli  every  wish  on 
thi;  author's  part  to  make  that  aHclitirin  to  his  graplue 
iUustration«,  he  has  not  discovered  one  among  the 
many  drawings  presented  to  him  fbr  the  purpose, 
which  seemed  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  In  fact, 
the  extent  of  Lisbon  is  such,  that  it  eannut  I)e  repre- 
sented otherwise  than  upon  a  very  large  scale. 

The  costumes  are  drawn  by  Mr.  Pngin,  from  models 
which  were  made  in  Portugal  for  the  author.  They 
have  been  engraved  in  outHne  by  Moses,  and  are  aqua- 
tinted  and  coloured  by  PyaL 

Considerable  pains  have  been  taten  by  Mr.  Arrow- 
smith  to  improve  the  outline  of  General  Foy's  map, 
and  to  introduce  the  Portuguese  terms  accurately 
ftpelt,  instead  of  the  French,  The  plates  of  coins  are 
engraved  from  di"awings  by  Mr.  Pugiii ;  the  uiodinhas 
and  constitutional  hymn  by  Mr.  Boosey. 

The  reader  is  requestetl  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
author,  in  the  arrangement  of  his  work,  has  undertaken 
the  somewhat  difficult  ta.sk  of  providing  the  future 
traveller  with  a  manual,  or  Guide  de  Voyageun  and  the 
general  reader  with  a  succinct  and  light  account  of 
Portugal,  fie  has  been  anxious  not  to  omit  from  his 
work  any  single  point  of  interest  connected  with  the 
state  of  Portugal.     His  narrative  is  carried  down  to  the 
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month  of  November,  18S7,  and  consequently  the  re- 
cent treasonable  proceedings  of  the  usurper  Miguel 
against  the  legitimate  sovereign,  his  brother,  are  not 
now  included. 

London,  1828, 
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'  Jaques.  I  have  neither  the  Bcholar'a  umlancholy,  which  is  emulation; 
Morthe  musician's, which  is  faDtastical;  nor  the  courtier's,  which  ia  proud; 
SOT  the  soldier'A,  which  is  amhitious ;  nor  the  Uwyer'Sf  which  is  politic;  nor 
the  lady's,  which  is  nice;  nor  the  lover's,  which  is  all  these:  but  it  is  a 
melancholy  of  mine  own,  compotinded  of  many  simples,  extracted  from  many 
obyeolB :  and  indeed^  the  sundry  contemplatioD  of  my  travels^  in  which  my 
•An  raminatJOD  wraps  me,  is  a  most  humourous  sadness, 

■   RosALlJfD.     AtraTclIer!   By  my  faith,  you  hare  great  reaaou  to  be  sad: 
\  fear,  you  have  sold  your  own  landsj  to  see  other  men's ;   then,  to  have  seen 
jBBch>  and  to  have  DOthing,  is  to  have  rich  eyea  and  poor  hands. 
Jaques.     Yes,  I  have  gained  my  experience. 

As  You  Like  It,  act  iv.  bc,  1. 

At  Sea,  1827. 
"  And  to  travel  for  it  too !"  "  Undervalue  all  the  benefits  of 
jDur  own  country,  and  be  out  of  love  with  your  nativity !"  So 
reasons  the  home-keeping  youth  of  homely  wits,  inferring, 
that  foreign  travel  has  a  direct  tendency  to  denaturalise  the 
feelings  of  those,  whose  taste  leads  them  rather 

To  see  the  wooden  of  the  world  ahroad. 
Than,  living  dully  sluggardised  at  home. 
Wear  out  (their  days)  with  shapeless  idleness. 

Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona. 

But  his  reasoning  is  quite  as  homely  as  bis  wits ;  and,  at  least 
Peri.  A 
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as  far  as  regards  "my"  sentiments,  the  conclusion  is  qnite 
erroneous ;  for  whether  crossing  the  ocean^  scaling  the  Alps, 
or  traversinij  the  Pyrenees;  surveying  misruled  Italy,  and 
hapless  Piedmont :  descending  tlie  Danube,  the  Rhine,  or  the 
Rhone;  inhaling  the  mountain  air  of  ilic  Tyrolj  or  Swiizer* 
land  ;  viewing  the  vine-clad  hills  of  Burgundy,  or  the  failing 
palaces  of  Venice ;  or  coasting  along  '*  the  myrtle-loved** 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean, — tieither  the  works  of  natiire,  nor 
the  operations  of  art,  have  ever,  for  one  moment,  turned 
ray  affections  from  England, — diminished  the  strong  pre- 
ference of  my  head  and  heart  for  iu  enlightened  and  liberal 
iastitutions ;  for  the  air  of  liberty  which  distinguishes  the 
noble  bearing  of  all  classes,  even  the  merest  hind,  i\\  Britain ; 
for  the  purity  of  it&  religious  creed;  the  cleanliness  of  its 
customs ;  the  comfort  of  its  domestic  arrangements ;  and  the 
dignity  and  integrity  of  llie  national  character,  a  parallel  to 
which  cannot  be  found  amid  the  varied  population  of  the 
whole  Continent-  The  estimation,  tno,  of  our  own  country 
becomes  more  intensely  great  at  the  moment  its  shores  are 
receding  from  the  view  ;  and  one  looks  over  the  wide  waste 
of  waters,  in  a  sort  of  mental  sadness  and  melancholy,  to 
thr  prospect  of  "ills,"  in  a  strange  land,  "  which  we  know 
not  of-" 

Travelling,  indeed,  is  not  accompanied  vnth  unmixed  plea* 
sure;  for,  besides  the  inconveniences,  and  the  constant 
contradictions  to  home  feelings  and  habits,  Iu  which  yet 
untutored  nature  Ims  to  submit ;  the  infinite  exertions 
wliich  must  be  made,  to  reap  any  advantage  from  personal 
exposure;  and  the  liability  to  accessions  of  illness  from 
change  of  climate  and  sudden  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
living. — there  is  a  certain  fcchng  of  expatriation,  of  solitude 
and  loiieness  amid  the  strange  many  abroad,  that  lakes 
possession  of  the  spirits,  and  saddens  them  ;  one  seems 
to  be  suddenly  destitute  of  natural  friends,   lo  have  one's 
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sclf-tove  wounded  and  mortified,  and  to  sink  in  onc*Jt  own 
esteem.  But  Madame  de  Siaiil,  in  her  Corinne,  expiaiiu 
this  feeling  with  so  much  truth  and  force,  that  I  must  quote 
her  own  words;  for  no  translation  could  do  justice  to  the 
felicitous  precision  and  charactensUc  tournure  of  her  e?cpres- 
sions: — 

"  Voyager  est,  quoi  qu'on  en  puisse  dire,  un  dea  plus 
tristes  plaisirs  de  la  vie.  Lorstjue  vous  vous  trouvez  bien 
dins  quelque  ^-llle  ^trang^re,  c'e-tt  que  vous  commencez  A 
vouB  y  faire  une  palrie ;  mais  traverser  des  pays  inconnus, 
entendre  parler  on  langage  que  vous  comprcnez  A  peine,  voir 
de«  vi^ges  btimains  sans  relation  avec  voire  passi:,  ni  avec 
votrc  avenir,  c*est  de  la  solitude  et  de  I'isolemetit  sans  repcs 
H  sans  dignit^ ;  car  cet  empresaement,  eette  hite  pour  arriver 
lA  oii  per!toiine  ne  vous  attend,  cette  agitation  dont  la  ciiricsit^ 
est  la  seule  cause,  vous  inspire  peu  destime  pour  vous-mfime, 
jusqu'au  moment  oi  les  objets  iioiiveaiix  devJenneut  un  pen 
anetens,  et  creent  auioor  de  vous  quclqucs  doux  liens  de  sen- 
timent et  d'habitude/* 


ut  you  wU  say,  after  all  this,  "  Well  I  what  of  your 
experience?"  It  has  not  been  "golden,"  lean  assure  yon, 
though  it  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  together  abundant 
materials  whereon  t<i  indulge  in  "  rumiualion,"  and  induce 
that  half  sad>  half  "humourous"  train  of  reflections,  to  which 
the  traveller,  dunng  his  moody  fits,  like  Ja(|ues  in  his  banish- 
ment from  homcp  will  often  abandon  himself. 

The  taste  for  (ravelling,  however,  (which  is  a  good  school 
of  education  to  some  people,  and,  above  all,  is  a  gentlemanly 
pursuit,)  when  once  deeply  rooted  in  the  mind,  is  not  to  be 
extinguished  by  trifling  occurrences,  nor  its  ardour  repressed 
by  difficulties  of  miaor  con  side  rat  ioTi.  The  traveller  presses 
wi,  "  though  Alp  rise  on  Alp"  before  hira,  through  every 
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obstacle,  to  the  attftinment  nf  liis  ]itjr|K]Re — the  acquirement 
of  %'aned  information.     Like  Byron  «  Harold, 

OuwAril  ]}*•-  Aicri,  iioi  tixM  ni  yet  the  go:J 
Where  ho  nlmU  re»l.  him  on  hia  iiilgrimoge ; 
And  o'er  him  many  chanijpno^  scenes  muat  ro]ti 
£ro  toil  his  thiml  for  travel  can  EiuDagQ:, 

But  I  recollect  well,  before  we  separated,  your  friendly 
injunctions,  in  the  olden  style  of  bidding  adieu,  *'  You'll 
write  to  ua !"  or,  to  use  tiie  language  of  Shakfipearc  again, 
liow  you  fixed  yourself  in  my  recollections  by  these  parting 
words ; 

Wilt  ihi>«  lie  gonp '  Adieti  f 

Tinnk  on  ihy  (frii-rKT))  wln-ri  thou  \n\t\j  lu-esi  > 

Some  ffttti,  note-worihy  ohject  in  thy  IrAvel ; 

Wiiiti  me  pLuUikrr  of  thy  happtueu* 

When  thou  dual  meL-L  ^ood-hup;  udU  in  ihy  Uaugt^t* 

If  wei  daii[|£ur  do  hdviioh  ihi^i^. 

Ocnnnivml  thy  ^ik-vauct'  to  uiy  huly  |jray«r», 

Fur  I  will  be  thy  beiulaiiian. 

Two  (Jentliimbn  of  Vkhona, 

Well,  then,  (to  aiiswtT  the  friendly  t^hrdlenge.)  I  havt^  been 
three  days  at  sea,  on  my  way  to  the  shares  of  Lusitania,  where 
acquaintances  are  awaiting  my  arrival ;  and  I  promise  myself 
a  rich  harvest  of  amusement  and  information:  for>  whether 
looking  to  the  more  recent  events  in  the  Portuguese  history, 
or  tracing  its  annals  up  to  a  remoter  period  of  time,  the 
country  is  replete  with  interest  to  a  traveller.  The  Sianmer 
pocket  (in  which,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  i  am  adven- 
turing across  the  Bay  of  Biscay^ 

And  winds  w*  rude  in  Bisr-uy  ■  sIni'|>l™K  h»y : 

but  certainly  not  in  summer,  for  the  Uxb  itself  cannot  be 
mure  calm  at  this  season^  i^  one  of  the  no&t  beautiful  vesseU 
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in  ttic  BCrvicc ;  an<l  it^  comnunder  is  a  geiulemaii,  ns  well 
aK  a  jjcrsfjn  of  itifurmjition,  ^lul  o\'  liix  welUre^'ulalcct  mind 
no  better  proof  can  be  giveu  than  the  fine  order  and  state  of 
dbcipliiie  in  which  hia  men  are.  kept.  An  hour  since  we  all 
assembled  upon  deck,  and  at  the  captain  s  request,  it  being 
Sunday,  I  read  the  whole  of  the  morning  sf  i  vioe  of  inir  irhiircli 
to  the  ship  a  crew; — not  a  raan  was  absent:  not  onc^ailor,  out 
of  the  whole  immlicr,  but  pos^en^sed  his  Bible  and  Prayer- 
book,  We  all  remuined  uncovered,  and  the  resiKJunes  were 
steadily  made  by  the  men,  who  stuod  l^cfore  us  in  the  form  »f 
a  semicircle. 

Act iistoiued ,  as  I  am,  lo  the  decency  and  propriety 
of  demeanour  of  all  ranks  of  people  in  our  churches.  1 
never  witnessed  behaviour  at  prayers  more  decorous  and 
solemn  than  that  of  the  men  on  deck  this  morning*  The 
accidental  circumstance  of  the  service  of  the  day  containing 
appropriate  verses  in  the  Psalms,  contributed  to  heighten  the 
btate  of  our  feelings  upon  the  occasion,  which  were  quite  in 
uniaon  with  the  words  of  the  royal  poet,  and  in  accordance 
likewii^e  with  the  serenity  of  the  heavens,  under  whose  cloud- 
less blue  canopy -we  were  speaking  of  the  infinite  greatness 
and  dread  majesty  of  the  Creator: — "  The  waters  saw  ihee, 
O  God!  the  waters  saw  lhee>  and  were  afraid;  the  dcptbs 
also  were  troubled/'  "  Tliy  way  Is  in  the  sea,  and  thy  paths 
in  the  ^cat  waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not  known/' 

The  surface  of  the  sea  continued  throughout  the  afternoon 
as  smooth  as  the  landlocked  water,  in  summer,  between  the 
coaat  of  Hamp>;hire  and  the  Isle  of  Wi^ht;  and,  as  we  took 
our  evening;  walk  up  and  down  the  ship,  wc  amused  ourselves 
wttlj  wutehing  tlie  sportive  gambob  of  the  numerous  grampus 
that  appeared  to  be  reveliiug>  in  high  pastime,  within  a  little 
distance  of  u%.  Our  company  is  small,  consisting  only  of  the 
}tain ;  the  sui^eon ;  a  worthy  CorniAhman,  nettled  in  busi- 
at  Li.4bon ;  a  raw  Welsh  lad  from  Brecknockshire,  pro- 
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ceoding  to  the  Imh  Catholic  CoIJe^  at  Lisbon,  to  receive  his 
clerical  education  (for  il  a|>|*ear!*  that,  in  some  |iarU  of  Wales 
there  is  a  Jeficiency  of  Romi»h  prie&ts  who  understand  the 
language  of  the  prindpality) ;  and  a  Portuguese  gentle* 
man,  with  whom  subsequent  circumstances  have  brought 
itie  more  intimately  acquainted* 

I  see  that  we  are  approaching  Lisbon^  for  the  sailors  arc 
commencing  llicir  MnuElays  labour  by  prepuring  the  large 
awuing.  which  let  extended  above  the  deck  as  a  screen  from  tlie 
ardent  beaniis  of  the  sun,  while  ttie  t'essel  remains  in  the  Tagus. 
Wc  keep  early  hours  at  our  meals,  in  which  no  ground  of 
complaint  is  left  on  account  of  a  deficiency  as  to  the  supply, 
or  the  quality  of  the  dishes  served  on  tabic.  In  fact,  there  is 
a  moat  laudable  liberality  displayed  in  all  the  arran[i:emeuts 
made  to  meet  the  passenger's  wishes,  and  provide  for  his 
comforts.  The  payment  is  sixteen  guineas  from  Fahuouth  to 
Liabon ;  which  includes  every  expense,  with  the  exception  of 
a  tritlin|>^  i^ratuity  to  the  ship's  steward,  and  a  small  acknow* 
Jedgment  to  the  sailors. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  Cape  Ortecjal,  in  the 
Spanish  province  of  Uetanzos,  (Galitia,)  to  the  N-  E.  of  Cape 
Finislerre,  became  visible,  at  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles, 
the  hi^h  ground  being  ma^^ked  hy  a  light  filmy  cloud  which 
rested  on  its  summit.  All  our  interest  was  awakened  »«  wo 
approached  the  shores  of  tlwi  Spanish  territory;  and  a  part  of 
Spain,  too,  «o  painfully  dear  to  British  recollections.  A  ^ood 
steady  breeze  would  wisiiy  have  carried  us  into  Corunna 
Ijeforc  night,  had  our  course  been  bent  thither. 

The  high  line  of  lofty  hilU  which  luii  along  the  coast  of  Ga- 
licia,  at  some  distance  from  the  fihore,  present  a  fine  course  of 
bold  and  rugged  summits.  They  may  be  considered  as  forming 
a  part  of  the  continuatictn  of  the  Pyrenees;  which,  taking 
behind  St.  Sebastian  a  south-westerly  direction^  form  the 
elevated  range  of  mountains  in  the  province  of  Asturias,  and 
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then  proioDff  themselves  lUrough  the  coast  district  of  Galicia, 
and  at  Wt  tomiinatc  u[K)1]  the  shores  of  Lbc  Atlantic,  to  tlic 
west  of  Spain,  and  above  Cape  Fimsterre-  It  did  not  fail  to 
occur  to  our  recollection,  tliat  it  was  iu  this  proviuce  that  Uie 
army  of  the  unfortunate  and  patriotic  Marquess  of  Romana, 
whiL-li  Bittisli  vessels  had  rescued  from  their  slate  of  slavery 
in  Sweden  under  the  iron  despotifim  of  Napoleon's  continental 
system,  was  landed  and  noljly  perished  iu  the  glorious  corite&t 
for  tho  liberties  of  their  country.  The  scene  before  us 
{KMsessed^  therefore,  a  double  interest;  and,  as  the  wind  was 
&vourab!c  for  tlie  purpose,  we  were  able  to  run  along  the 
coast  at  only  some  few  miles  distance;  whirh  sifforded  us 
an  oppurtunity  of  remarking  more  particularly  the  mountain 
features  of  this  hitere^ting  province. 

Cape  Villano,  in  the  province  of  Santiago,  which  wo 
approached  no  near  ai^  to  take  a  good  view  of  it,  eonsists 
of  a  rock,  cut  down  perpendicularly  over  the  sea;  but  yet 
not  attaining  to  any  very  considerable  elevation*  A  little 
way  at  the  back  of  Cape  Villuno,  a  lofty  peak,  having  some- 
what of  a  reddish  appearance,  with  a  conical-shaped  point, 
cztrcmcty  Ahatp.  is  seen  rising  up,  and  from  a  distaucc  it 
may  he  taken  for  a  tower.  This  part  of  the  coast  Is  further 
to  be  distinguished  by  a  iar^e  spot,  of  a  sanely  colour,  to  the 
east,  and  near  the  point  of  land  called  Ca[>e  de  Tosto.  The 
night  was  beautiful,  and  the  stars  unusually  bright ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  we  could  leave  the  deck,  and  quit  the 
iotcrCAting  nov-elties  of  the  scene  for  retirement*  Before 
we  went  down,  however,  we  had  well  studied  the  Bay  of 
Corcubion,  in  which  it  appears  that  shelter  may  be  taken 
by  »hips  during*  the  prevalence  of  north-easterly  g^des. 

Ca()e  de  Tosto  is  to  the  north  of  the  Bay  of  Camarinas ;  and 
nearly  two  mile»  from  the  upper  point  of  Cape  Villano,  situated 
to  the  80Uth,  we  could  distinguifih  a  solitary  hermitage  on  the 
summit  of  around  hill,  elevated  above  the  ehorc;  and  near  it. 


B  PORTUGAL 

to  the  east,  the  point  of  Castillo  Viejo,  surmounted  by  the 
ruins  of  an  old  castle.  Further  again  to  the  east  of  this 
point,  we  could  clearly  perceive  with  the  naked  eye  the  new 
castle,  a  fort  of  eighteen  guns,  situated  on  a  projecting  tongue 
of  land,  erected  for  the  defence  of  its  harbour.  To  the  north 
of  this  point,  but  not  far  from  it,  we  distinguished,  by  the  use 
of  a  telescope,  the  little  town  of  Camarinas,  on  the  north- 
western side  of  the  bay,  and  nearly  opposite  to  Mugia,  to 
which  a  small  pier  is  attached.  The  line  of  heights  which 
overhang  these  two  towns,  are  remarkable  for  their  rugged 
and  sterile  appearance. 

Three  leagues  to  the  south  of  Cape  Villano,  Cape  Touri- 
nau  occurs,  which  forms  a  projecting  eminence  above  the 
wateT>  and  at  a  distance,  in  one  particular  point  of  view, 
resembles  a  cover,  spread  over  a  vessel,  as  a  defence  from 
the  sun's  rays.  It  soon  recedes  into  low  ground  towards 
the  south-east,  and  afterwards  again  rises  to  a  very  con- 
siderable elevatioEp  A  little  to  the  south-west  of  this  cape 
IS  a  small  rocky  island,  lofty  and  of  a  circular  shape, 
with  two  peaks,  and  apparently  surrounded  by  shoals.  Five 
or  six  miles  again  to  the  south,  lies  the  Cape  de  Nave,  or 
Nav£  of  Finisterre,  a  high,  bare  mountain,  flat  on  the  summit, 
having  at  its  base  a  small  and  rocky  island  of  steep  ascent. 
Here  the  coast  forms  a  bay,  and  there  is  a  long  extent  of  low 
shore,  which,  at  some  distance,  resumes  a  boldness  of  cha- 
racter, and  forms  numerous  small  bays,  interrupted  by  patches 
of  beach. 

Cape  Finisterre  (Cabo  de  Finisterra ;  St.  Cristova]de  de 
Finisterra)  lies  about  half  a  league  to  the  south-east  of 
Cape  de  Nave,  "  neither  so  high,  nor  so  flat,  nor  so  leve], 
as  the  Nave,  but  more  uneven  on  the  summit."  Without 
reaching  to  a  very  precipitous  elevation  above  the  sea,  the 
ascent  to  it  must  be  very  steep  notwithstanding;  and  the 
landing  under  it  attended  with  great  inconvenience,  if  not 
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danger.  Behind  the  cape  the  >"iew  is  arrested  by  the  dart; 
barren,  and  elevated  ridge  of  the  moimtaiD  called  Lezara, 
which  U  distinguished  from  alt  the  surrounding  moTintaia^s  by 
the  heij^ht  and  inequalities  of  its  summit,  which  ha»4  a  deiUi- 
Culated  appearance,  and  con&iati^  of  a  multitude  ol  ^nmll 
di^inci  prominences,  which  resemble  the  leeth  of  a  saw.  At 
a  liUleiiislanceotfthe  shore  of  the  cape,  there  is  a  small  rocky 
iiland  called  Sentolo.  The  ctiast  now  begins,  as  it  trends  ti> 
the  M>\]th,  to  become  elevated  and  precipitotLs  for  abont  half 
a  le^ue,  in  the  direction  of  llie  towii  of  Finisterre,  which  is 
Aituated  within  the  bay,  and  has  no  other  inhabitant*^  than 
fishermen. 

The  Bay  of  Corcnbion  takes  a  northerly  direction  inwards; 
Cape  Finisterre  and  Muros,  or,  more  accurately  speaking, 
the  little  ti.^hin^  town  of  Louro,  situated  on  a  narrow 
neck  of  land,  forming  its  two  boms.  The  town  of  Corciibion 
stands  on  the  western  side  of  the  bay,  up  an  inlet,  which 
there  opens  into  a  considerable  breadth.  Our  eonrse  now 
causing  ua  to  keep  at  a  competent  distance  from  the  slioi-e,  we 
could  only  catch  an  indistinct  view  of  EI  Son  upon  the  Rta 
de  Noya,  and  Cape  Corrobedo,  whk-h  was  covered  by  that 
light  uncertain  haze,  so  characteristic  of  the  climate  in 
»oiirhcni  latiliides, 

Wc  have  had  singular  good  fortune  in  being  thus  enabled, 
by  the  favourable  slate  of  the  wind,  to  run  so  close  in  along 
the  shores  of  Galicia;  which  ts  indeed  but  rarely  attempted 
by  vesselK  bound  down  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  coast, 
owing  to  the  various  hazards  of  the  navifjaiion.  We  have 
viewed  the  whole  line  of  coast,  which  I  have  descriljed,  with 
an  intense  de^cc  cf  interest;  not  at  all  diminished,  I  dare 
say,  by  our  pn-vioiis  loss  of  sight  of  land  during  many  days. 
I  hi\i2  collected  all  the  nautical  information  which  1  could,  in 
order  to  aid  rny  own  cibservations  iu  offering  to  you  a  ruDojng 
chart  of  the  different  objects  and  features  of  the  coast,  as  they 
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successively  presented  themselves  to  our  view.  Now  all 
logs,  and  especially  a  landaman*s  log,  must  be  insufferably 
dull  productions ;  and  mine  has  no  pretensions^  I  am  sure,  to 
soar  above  the  general  character  of  such  dry  matter-of-fact 
details.  But,  let  me  bespeak  your  indulgence,  since  perhaps 
it  may  serve  your  purpose,  should  you  ever  be  tempted  to 
take  a  voyage  to  Lisbon. 

Whilst  our  course  led  us  to  keep  a  considerable  offing,  the 
sable  garb  of  night  was  rapidly  enveloping  and  concealing 
from  our  view,  by  degrees,  every  attractive  object  on  the 
coast ;  but  still,  here  and  there,  on  elevated  points,  we  could 
discern  the  watch6res  of  the  Spanish  shepherds,  flickering 
and  gleaming  through  the  misty  veil  which  covered  the  dis- 
tant mountains. 

We  have  endured  a  most  uncomfortable,  rolling  night,  the 
wind  being  "  abaft;"  that  is,  blowing  directly  down  the  coast 
from  the  north,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  I  have 
heard  the  bells  called  for  by  the  helmsman,  all  through  the 
night;  but  the  wind  has  been  very  propitious,  for  we  have 
been  running  along  ten  knots  an  hour,  and,  between  seven 
o'clock  yesterday  evening  and  eight  this  morning,  we  have 
made  in  our  course  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles. 
Towards  noon,  we  kept  steadily  to  nine  knots  an  hour,  the 
coast  being  visible  only  from  the  mast  head. 

The  ship  is  rolling  most  inconveniently  again;  and  when  the 
captain,  early  this  morning,  asked  me  to  get  my  passport  out  of 
my  desk,  (for,  on  entering  the  Tagus,  he  is  compelled  to  make 
an  official  report  of  the  number  and  quality  of  his  passengers 
to  the  authorities  at  Belem  Castle,)  I  thought,  verily,  that  my 
route  tk  voyage  was  already  made  out  for  another  country,  and 
that  I  should  never  behold  the  glories  of  the  golden  Tagus,  so 
completely  did  I  feel  myself  sinking,  the  victim  of  fatigue  Emd 
nausea.  At  length  we  are  "well  abreast*'  of  the  Burlenga 
Islands  (I<,  Berlengas)  situated  ofl"  Cape  Feizerao,  or  Peniche^ 
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(ft  low,  but  still  ti  steep,  projecting  point  of  land,)  at  about  six 
miles  (ItNtancc.  Thi^  clustt:r  is  funned  by  the  priiici|ial  islet 
Bcrlcnga,  ftiid  tlic  numerous  rocks  which  surround  it.  The 
hirgt^  islaml  U  of  niLHlenite  size  and  elevation,  mid  is  level  an 
its  summit,  witli  a  hollow  or  cleft  running  through  almost  ita 
entire  breadth^  and  ^egjarallDg  its  (wo  parts^  which  *ire  called 
Carrciro-dos-Cafocs^  and  Carreiro-do-Mostciro,  The  shores 
appear  steep.  To  the  soutli-west  of  Mcisteiro,  at  a  iillle 
distance,  there  is  a  fortress  (called  Forteleza  dc  S.  Joao)  upon 
a  higli  rock,  and  which  communicates  with  the  Berltnga  by  a 
narrow  bridge  of  two  arches,  and  a  very  difficult  road,  which 
winds  up  to  the  summit  of  the  island.  Oo  its  west  side  is  a 
Furaillon,  or  high  rock  crc&led  by  a  light-house,  with  a  Cluster 
of  small  rocks  adjoining,  called  the  K&telas ;  and  to  the  north- 
east is  the  Itttb  Farailloii.  The  great  Faraillon  is  a  broad, 
round,  rugged  rock^  about  as  high  as  the  great  Berlenga,  and 
is  surrounded  by  numerous  shoals. 

About  twelve  leagues  from  Cag^e  Feizcrao  is  the  lofty 
promontory  of  the  Cubo  da  Roca*  commonly  termed  by 
Britbii  navigators  "  the  Rock  of  Lisbon,"  which  forms  the 
termination  of  the  high  chain  of  mountains  that  nin  in 
the  direction  from  Cintra  towards  the  sea.  The  highest 
point  of  elevation  to  which  this  Scrra  de  Cintra  attains,  is 
about  eighteen  hundred  feet;  the  summit,  on  which  the 
Pcnha  Convent  is  situated,  (and  which  may  be  clearly  distiu- 
guished  at  sea,  off  the  Rock,  in  fine  weather  and  early  in  the 
morning,)  wanting  about  eighty  feet  of  that  height  That 
more  immedi:itely  of  the  Ruck  of  Lisbon,  perpendicularly 
taken,  may  be  something  less  than  two  hundred  feet  above 
tlie  level  of  the  shore  beneatb.  The  coast  is  rocky  and 
dangerous;  but  on  the  ^^ummit  of  the  rock  there  is  a  tower 
fur  a  lighthouse,  of  whose  utihty  let  sailors  speak  I  A  short 
way  to  the  rear  of  the  lighthouse,  the  land  rises  up  into  the 
mountainous  ridge,  e?ctending  towards  the  north-east  in  th<* 
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direction  of  Ciiiira,  and  which  we  have  already  designated  as 
the  Serra  dc  Cinlra.  The  whole  line  of  this  Serra  is  remark* 
able  for  ilie  iiuiiierotis  uneven  and  detached  emrncnccat 
which  successively  present  themselves  to  the  eye.  The 
"glorious  Eden  of  Cintra"  is  situated  on  its  northern  slope, 
and  commands  a  view  of  the  Atlantic,  down  a  lovely  vale, 
through  the  orchards  and  lemon  groves  of  Colares* 

Four  iHy*  urt-  sped.  Iml.  wiih  llie  fiftli,  ntum 
Ni'W  *h<irts  clfacricd  lujibc  i?vVy  Imhchii  ^^y  ; 
Anil  CliiIiu'b  liJi/uittAiji  giMla  llieiu  uii  tlh'cr  way ; 
And  T^un.  d^tiiiifi  ojiivard  to  Ihv  din^p, 
Hih  fnbl^fl  givlilf^ii  ttibutf  bent  to  imv  . 
And  AXH1  ori  bunnl  tlir  l.uiiiiuik  irilotfi  Jnii|>, 
Aad  9tcHTr  'iwixt  fertile  ihorc*^  ffhcrc  jrl  few  riHtica  n-a^. 

CllILBB   HaHOLD. 

About  six  miles  from  the  Rock  of  Lisbon,  towards  the  east, 
nnd  nt-ar  the  lighthoLise  of  Nossa  Senbora  du  Guia  (after 
imfisinf!  the  forts  of  Guincho,  S>  Brsz,  S.  Jorge,  and  fort 
Torre.)  is  the  point  of  land  which  forms  the  wesrtern  horn  of 
tJie  Bay  of  Cascacs,  upon  whose  low  flat  beacb  is  situated 
the  town  of  that  name,  at^  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Lisbon,  defended  by  fort  Santa  Marta.  The  chief  resi- 
dence of  the  pilots,  who  take  rharge  of  ships  over  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Tagus  up  f3  Lisbon,  is  at  Cascaes.  Between 
thiA  place  and  the  Torre  de  Santo  Juhao  da  Barra,  a  di&tance 
of  five  miles,  there  are  no  less  thau  eight  forts  of  considerable. 
strength.  The  Castle  of  St.  Julian  is  an  imposing  structure^ 
|m)udly  elevated  on  a  steep  promontory,  that  entirely  com- 
mands the  north-western  entrance  into  the  river  Tagua,  whose 
couTAO  here  rune  in  the  direction  of  east-south-east,  cutting 
the  province  of  Eatrcmadnra  into  two  unequal  portinns. 

A  Portuguese  pilot  now  came  on  board  ;  but  apparently  it 
was  more  a  matter  uf  obligation  upon  the  captain  to  take  him. 


ILLUSTRATED.  18 

than  for  any  use  which  seemed  to  be  made  of  bis  services.  It 
"wzs  blowing  a  bard  gale  at  tbe  time,  witb  occasionally  violent 
squalls  off  tbe  land ;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  a  fleet 
of  Lisbon  fishing-boats,  remarkable  for  their  large  Latine  sails, 
from  putting  out  to  sea.  The  Penha  Convent  was  concealed 
from  our  view  by  a  thick  cloud,  which  threw  its  sable  mantle 
over  the  ja^ed  line  of  the  dark  Serra  de  Cintra< 

Lisbon  was  now  only  two  leagues  up  the  river  on  its 
right  bank;  and  as  we  sailed  along,  the  wind  suddenly 
dropping,  we  had  leisure  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  scenery 
presented  by  the  steep  shores,  which  are  intersected  by 
numerous  valUes,  receding  deeply  into  the  interior>  whose 
sides  are  softly  clothed  with  orange  and  lemon  groves,  vine- 
yards, and  orchards,  and  studded  with  beautiful  Quintas,  or 
summer  residences  of  the  wealthy  Portuguese,  and  convents, 
whose  dazzling  white  appearance  contrasted  happily  with  the 
varied  hues  of  the  surrounding  groves.  On  the  south  shore  of 
the  Tt^ufl>  from  Cape  Traffraria  to  Almada,  there  is  one  con- 
tinued scene  also  of  towns,  detached  houses,  gardens,  and 
cultivated  grounds,  in  delightful  succession.  I  could  not 
help,  however,  remarking,  as  we  advanced  up  the  river,  the 
stream  of  fiery  air  which  came  upon  us  off  the  land,  like  the 
"  Simooms  awful  blast;"  and  occasioned  a  forcible  anticipa- 
tion of  the  ardent  heat  which  awaited  our  arrival  in  this  land 
of  the  sun. 

The  entrance  of  the  Tagus  is  extremely  dangerous,  and 
it  requires  considerable  skill  and  experience  to  navigate  a 
vessel  with  safety  across  the  bar,  as  the  tide  and  currents 
are  very  powerful.  There  are  two  passages  through  the 
rocky  shoals  and  sand-banks  which  form  the  bar,  (called 
tbe  North  and  South  Cachop,)  the  fonner  of  which  is  nar- 
rower than  the  other ;  and  this  is  marked,  in  nautical  charts, 
as  the  Little  Channel ;    while  that  extending  more  to  the 
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south,  and  offering  a  wider  space,  is  termed  the  Grent  Cbaji- 
Ike],  The  stnte  of  the  tide  and  wiud  allowed  of  our  pacing 
between  Fort  Si-  Julian  aad  the  Northeastern*  or  Utile 
Cachop.  Fort  Bugio,  off  the  headland  of  Traffraria,  which  is 
at  once  a  castle  and  a  lighthouse^  may  be  considered  a^  the 
south -wester  inmost  point  of  land  in  the  river  Tagus. 

We  now  came  oft' the  CEistle  of  Belem,  where  an  office  is 
kt'pt  for  the  registry  of  all  the  vessels  which  enter  and  leave 
the  Tagua;  as  well  as  an  establishment  of  custom-house 
officers,  health  officers^  and  a  party  of  the  naval  police 
for  the  prcscn-ation  of  property,  and  the  defence  of  the 
passage. 

Dclem  IS  nothing  more  than  an  ancient  tower  of  three  sto- 
ries, defended  by  a  battery  in  front,  and  at  high  water  is  nearly 
surrounded  by  the  river.  Here  we  were  visited  by  the  police 
and  health  otfi<jer»;  British  troops,  at  the  moment,  occupying 
the  castle-  From  this  point,  the  view  up  the  river^  to  the 
cast,  is  grand  beyond  all  conception ;  and.  to  do  the  magni* 
ficent  opening  of  the  scenery  justice,  the  most  elaborate 
description  would  be  perfectly  inadequate.  The  breadth  of 
the  mighty  river  crowded  with  the  vessels  of  every  nation ; 
British  and  Portugese  men  of  war  at  anchor,  and  in  different 
states  of  equipment;  the  heights  to  the  south  crowned  with 
batteries,  villages,  and  vineyards  deecendin^  down  their  ^^ides 
to  the  very  skirts  of  the  water;  the  numerous  pleasure-boats 
gliding  swiftly  across  the  river  in  various  directions;  the  long 
uninterrupted  line  of  palaces,  convents,  and  houses,  running 
along  the  i?;hore  from  Belem  to  Li&bon,  under  the  elevated 
riilge  upon  which  the  splendid  residence  of  the  Portuguese 
sovereigns,  the  Ajuda,  is  erected;  and  then  the  beauteous 
city  itself,  with  its  domes,  and  towers,  ajid  gorgeous  buildings, 
extended  over  its  many  hills;  and,  above  all,  the  deep  blue 
of  the  heaven's  dazzling  canopy  above,— form  a  combination 
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of  objects,  the  striking  interest  of  which  caa  scarcely  be 
repi^cntcd  to  a  northern  imagiaation. 


Oh  !  (thnt)  it  is  n  gnodly  sigtil  1o  wc 
Wliul  Hunvi^n  hnlh  done  for  thi^  delic:i«us  Laadl 
M'bttt  fniiu  (if  (ragtilUt^tj  bluali  on  cv'ry  XrvQ  1 
What  t*rt«ll>  (iri>i[}ettB  cW  tht  liills  *'i|>iitnl; 
But  Ui^u  wuuld  iiLM  l^jt-ia  wiLIl  au  uu|iiuuf  iiaiid. 

Guilds  IIaaolu* 
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"  Strip  a  Spanianl  of  all  hU  virtues,  and  you  make  a  good  Portuguese  of 
him,"  says  the  Spani^  proverb.  I  bare  heard  it  said  more  tnity,  *'  Add 
hypocTiBy  to  a  Spaniards  Tices,  and  you  have  the  Portuguese  character.^* 
These  nations  blaspheme  God  by  calling  each  other  natural  enemies.  Their 
feelings  are  mutually  hostile  ;  but  the  Spaniards  despise  the  Portuguese,  and 
the  Portuguese  hate  the  Spaniards*  Southby. 


From  the  Tagua,  1827. 
Nothing,  you  will  perhaps  exclaim,  caa  possibly  be  more 
wearisome  and  dull  thaa  a  long  dry  detail  of  geographical  and 
statistical  matter,  compressed  into  a  letter,  to  which  one  would 
naturally  look  only  for  amusement.  But,  pray  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  principal  object  of  my  communications  to  you  from  this 
country,  so  little  known  io  truth  to  the  people  of  England,  is 
to  enable  you  to  form  an  exteneive  and  accurate  conception 
of  the  principal  features  of  Portugal ;  its  climate  and  popu- 
lation (remarking  the  proportion  of  the  latter  to  the  produc- 
tiveness of  the  soil) ;  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  their  various  domestic,  political,  commercial,  and  reli- 
gious  institutions,  as  well  as  of  the  geographical,  political, 
and  civil  divisions  of  the  country;  and  last,  though  by  no 
means  the  least  important,  nor  the  least  interesting  part 
of  the  subject,  to  offer  you  eome  information  respecting  its 
history — for  the  history  of  Portugal  may  be  said  to  be  that 
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of  the  commerce  of  European  states,  if  not  of  the  civilisation 
of  Europe  generally. 

The  Portuguese  nation  has  sustmned  a  prominent  and  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  great  course  of  human  events;  and 
modem  history  can  exhibit  in  her  annals  no  power  that  has 
more  deservedly  ranked  high  among  the  nations  of  the  world, 
for  Uie  display  of  moral  and  intellectual  enei^es ;  for  boldness 
c^  enterprise ;  for  glorious  conquests ;  for  wisdom  in  councils^ 
and  for  just  notions  of  constitutional  government, — into  how- 
ever abject  and  degraded  a  state  the  kingdom  may  have  latterly 
fallen,  owing  to  a  series  of  occurrences^  unforeseen,  therefore 
unprovided  for,  and  beyond  the  roach  of  human  control. 

The  rise  and  decline  of  nations  must,  at  all  times,  fur- 
nish an  ample  source  of  matter  for  the  reflection  of  even 
the  most  superficial  readers;  but  in  the  history  of  Portu- 
gal it  is  impossible  not  to  fancy,  when  we  are  marking 
its  pn^ress  to  greatness  of  empire,  and  its  sudden  decline 
from  the  elevated  point  of  its  imposing  grandeur,  that 
we  see,  traced  out  beforehand,  the  inevitable  causes  which 
may  produce  the  same  results  to  our  own  country  in  the  lapse 
of  time.  The  commercial  history  of  the  two  countries  is 
BtriUngly  similar,  in  many  respects,  up  to  a  certain  point; 
and  it  requires  no  great  effort  of  the  imagination  to  suppose, 
that  political  causes  of  a  similar  nature  may  recur  in  combi- 
nation, and  reduce  our  own  domestic  and  foreign  greatness  to 
the  same  low  level  in  the  scale  of  nations  to  which  we  see 
Portugal  degraded  at  the  present  moment.  All  that  concerns 
a  country  too,  which,  for  so  long  a  period,  has  owed  her  sepa- 
rate existence  as  a  state  to  the  succours  received  from 
England,  in  money^  men,  and  ships,  against  the  restless  ambi- 
tion of  Sptun,  and  the  equally  dangerous  machinations  and 
openly  manifested  hostilities  of  France, — will,  it  is  presumed, 
be  interesting  to  an  English  eye ;  and  more  than  ever  so,  at  a 
time  when  the  British  power,  by  the  mere  demonstration  of 
Port-  B 
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its  unbared  arm,  ready  to  co-operate  against  aggression,  has 
effectually  resisted  the  intentions  of  the  Spanish  govemmeot 
upon  the  integrity  and  liberties  of  Portugal.  Its  present 
condition  is  a  warning  example  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  The  closer  we  look  into  the  causes,  and  trace  the 
progress  of  the  effects  produced  by  them,  the  stronger  will  be 
our  conviction  that  our  own  institutioDS,  domestic  and  foreign, 
colonial  and  commercial,  extensive  and  disjoined  as  they  are, 
must  mainly  depend,  for  their  preservation,  upon  the  sustained 
activity  and  wisdom  and  sound  discretion  of  a  vigilant  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  upon  the  freedom  resulting  from  the 
influence  of  enlightened  principles. 

Situated  by  the  side  of  a  country  just  five  times  its  size, 
Portugal,  but  for  the  advantageous  position  of  its  coast,  the 
good  faith  of  England,  the  weakness  of  it^  hostile  neighbour, 
impassable  roads  and  numerous  strong  places,  would  long 
since  have  returned  to  the  primitive  condition  of  an  Iberian 
province;  but  its  separate  existence  as  a  nation  has  been 
preserved  to  it  by  the  streugh  of  the  British  alliance  being 
brought  into  a  glorious  co-operation  with  all  its  own  internal 
means  of  defence. 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  enlisted  your  feelings  in  favour  of  my 
plan,  I  shall  proceed  to  my  proposed  geographical  and  histo- 
rical description  of  the  country^  without  further  apology  for 
the  tediousness  and  probable  length  of  this  letter. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal  and  Algarva  is  situated  at  the 
south-western  extremity  of  Europe,  and  is  consequently  the 
point  of  land  in  the  old  continent  approaching  nearest  to  the 
coast  of  America.  Its  extent,  from  north  to  south,  maybe 
«omewhat  more  Uian  300  miles;  and  from  120  to  130  miles, 
from  east  to  west,  in  breadth.  Its  political  boundaries,  to  the 
north  and  east,  are  formed  by  the  four  Spanish  provinces  of 
Galicia,  Leon,  Estremadura,  and  Andalusia.  The  Atlantic 
ocean  constitutes  its  natural  boundary  to  the  west  and  south ; 


ILLUSTRATED. 


as  da,  partly,  tbc  courses  of  the  rivers  Minho,  Douro,  Tagus, 
and  "  Guadiana/'  in  their  rcspecLivc  riirectioiis. 

Bui  (jrtt  iLt  iniii^Urti^  Uouii<]»  hnve  fa.i  bi>cik  ^OM'df 
D&ik  "  GttA<1iaii<i"  lolU  lib  poiTcr  along 
In  Millcn  biUvrd,  muimuring  and  rast. 
So  noUd  tutCicnt  ronndtluya  d.iiton;. 
Wlii[oaj«  ufrtTU  biM  bankn  di<L  legions  Ihroug 
Of  Moor  and  knii;ht,  in  mailed  aplt^ndour  drf*«t : 
UeT«  ccoMd  Uu>  fiwift  iheir  rat^e,  here  sunk  the  fltroog; 
Tbe  F&ynini  turban  and  the  Chfiatinn  croil 
Mix'd  oa  th(^  blctidin^  atrcam,  by  floating  hosU  opprcfs'd. 

The  other  limits  of  the  kingdom  are  solely  those  established 
by  convention,  in  the  succeesive  treaties  entered  into  with 
Spain. 

Portugal,  again,  ia  divided  into  six  provinces:  the  three 
which  form  the  northern  department,  are,  the  Eotre  Douro 
e  Minho,  the  Tras  os  Monies,  and  the  Beira;  while  the 
southern  distribution  of  the  country  compriaes  Portuguese 
Estremadura,  the  Alenlejo  (or  district  of  country  situated 
upon  the  other  tide,  that  is,  to  the  south  and  east  of  (be 
Tagus,)  and  the  small  kingdom  of  Algarva.  The  civil  and 
inlrrnnl  admini^ration  of  the  provinces  is  diviiled  unequally 
into  forty-four  ^fWftfrn?^  or  districts;  each  of  which  is  placed 
under  the  snperiiitendeiice  of  a  superior  magistrate,  denomi- 
nated £orr€gkfof\  who  hass  again,  subordinate  to  his  authority,  , 
the  assistance  of  juhe.i  tte /ora,  and  the  cameras  R\n\  Jitize^ 
ordinariofi^  or  pe  ia  ordemfum.  The  districts  of  these  officers 
may  be  callE^d  fuftccmfircant ;  and  each  of  them  are  snbrlivided 
into  diSercnt  nrrtc/ias^  having  their  own  particular  judges,  but 
who  still  are  in  a  slate  of  rlcjicndencc  upon  their  respective 
Jmza  defora^  and  \\\q  juizcs  ordinarioe.  The  Portuguese  citlade 
is  a  titie  grant^^d  to  a  town  by  royal  favour,  and  which  pos- 
a  carfuira^  or  municipality,  and  is  the  seat  of  an  arch- 
bi^ihop    or    bishop:     villa,   containing    an    inferior   amount    of 

population,  is  a  title  tilso  conceded  by  the  king.     Each  of 
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these,  cidade  and  vUlaf  have  a  termo  (jurisdiction  or  precinct) 
over  a  certain  circuit  of  the  district  which  surrounds  them, 
and  over  which  their  magistrates  exercise  authority.  Aldea 
signifies  a  little  town,  or  village ;  lugar^  a  hamlet ;  and  casal, 
a  farm ; — concel/io,  a  place  where  several  separate  communes 
are  united  under  one  common  head.  These  concelkos  are  very 
numerous  in  the  northern  provinces.  The  fwnra  is  a  lordship, 
bestowed  by  the  crown  in  recompense  of  brilliant  achieve- 
ments, including  within  its  jurisdiction  both  hamlets  and 
smaller  communes.  The  privileges,  however,  of  the  hmra 
have  been  considerably  abridged ;  and  those  alone  remain 
which  were  recognised  and  approved  by  King  Denis.  The 
couto  is  a  separate  and  inferior  jurisdiction,  which  takes 
cognizance  of  civil  cases  of  minor  importance,  and  generally 
was  conferred  upon  the  bishops  and  monks ;  whereas  the 
honras  were  granted  to  the  laity.  The  reguengos  may  be  con* 
sidered  as  the  "  crown  lands/'  which  were  originally  con- 
quered from  the  Moors,  and  bestowed  as  the  crown  saw  right, 
gratuitously,  or  upon  certain  conditions  of  payment. 

The  province  of  Entre  Minho  e  Douro  is  bounded  to  the 
north  by  the  Spanish  province  of  Galicia  and  the  river  Minho; 
to  the  east  by  that  of  Tras  os  Montes,  from  which  it  is  sepa* 
rated  by  the  high  range  of  the  mountains  of  the  Marao  and  of 
the  Geres;  to  the  south  by  the  Beira,  which  the  Douro 
divides  from  it.  The  province  of  Tras  os  Montes, — so  called 
because  it  is  situated,  with  respect  to  that  just  before  noticed, 
beyond  the  Sierra  of  the  Marao,  which  in  fact  separates  it 
from  the  Minho  e  Douro, — has  Galicia  on  its  northern  frontier, 
the  province  of  Leon  to  the  east,  Beira  to  the  south,  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Marao  and  Geres  range  to  the  west ;  and  is  the 
only  province  of  the  kingdom  not  bathed  by  the  waters  of  the 
ocean.  The  province  of  Beira  is  the  largest  in  the  kingdom, 
being  bounded  to  the  north  by  the  two  provinces  already 
mentioned  \    to  the  east  by  the  kingdom  of  Leon  and  Spanish 
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Estremadura ;  and  to  the  south  by  Portuguese  Estremadura 
and  the  Aleotejo;  and  to  the  west  by  the  ocean,  in  a  veiy 
small  portioD  of  its  extents  Estremadura  touches  Beira  to 
the  north;  and  to  the  east  and  south,  theAlentejo;  and  on 
the  west,  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  province  of  the  Alentejo 
rests  to  the  north  upon  Portuguese  Estremadura  and  a  part  of 
Beira;  to  the  east  is  bounded  by  Spanish  Estremadura;  to 
the  south  by  the  kingdom  of  Algarva;  and  to  the  west  by  a 
portion  of  Portuguese  Estremadura,  and  by  the  ocean.  The 
kingdom  of  the  Two  Algarvas,  (so  called  from  its  formerly 
comprising  within  its  limits  the  sea-coast  from  Cape  St.  Vin* 
cent  to  Almeria  in  Grenada,  and  the  corresponding  line  of 
coast  in  Africa,  opposite,  including  Ceuta  and  Tangiers,)  has 
theAlentejo  for  its  northern  confine ;  Andalusia  for  its  eastern 
boundary,  Irom  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Guadiana;  and 
to  the  south  and  west  it  is  bounded  by  the  ocean. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  Portuguese  territory,  properly 
so  called,  forming  the  western  extremity  of  the  Iberian  penin-* 
ftula,  was  known,  at  a  remote  period  of  time,  under  the 
appellation  of  Lusitania;  a  term  derived  from  the  Lusitani, 
ooe  of  the  boldest  and  most  daring  tribes  amongst  its  early 
inhabitants.  The  Phcenician  navigators  were  not  strangers  to 
the  wealth  and  fertility  of  Lusitania,  and  they  were  followed 
by  the  Carthaginians ;  but,  as  no  mention  is  made  in  history 
of  any  commercial  establishments  of  these  two  enterprising 
people  having  existed  on  its  coasts,  the  correctness  of  the  natio- 
nal persuasion  on  these  points  will  remain  in  doubt,  until  addi- 
tional and  satis&ctory  proofs  have  been  adduced  in  its  support* 

After  the  Romans  had  entirely  expelled  the  Carthagi- 
nians  from  their  possessions  in  Spain,  the  northern  portions 
of  Iberia  and  Lusitania  yielded  to  a  long-continued  suc- 
ces^n  of  bloody  and  obstinate  combats,  and  thus  lost  their 
hitherto  maintained  independence-  About  two  hundred  years 
previoaA  to  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era>  the  whole 
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Iberian  peninsula  had  become  a  Roman  province, — had  re* 
ceived  the  lan^age,  and  adopted  the  habits  and  the  laws  of 
its  conquerorB.  Even  at  this  distance  of  time  the  sobd 
remains  of  majestic  aqueducts,  magnificent  bridges,  and  of 
other  imposing  structures,  attest,  in  either  country,  to  the 
traveller,  the  proud  domination  of  the  Romans,  and  their 
grand  system  of  government.  During  that  period,  the  whole 
of  the  peninsula  was  divided  into  two  extei^ive  provinces,  the 
"  ulterior"  province  comprising  Andalusia  and  LusitEtnia, 
while  the  "citerior"  included  the  remaining  portion;  and  it 
would  appear  that  then  the  confines  of  Portugal  rested  upon 
the  ocean  to  the  norths  and  upon  the  Tagus  to  the  south ; 
thus  including  within  its  territorial  limits  the  whole  of  Spanish 
Galicia,  the  provinces  of  the  Minho,  the  Tras  os  Montes,  the 
Beira,  and  more  than  the  half  of  Portuguese  Estremadura. 

Under  the  reign  of  Augustus,  that  part  of  Portugal  which 
extended  from  the  Douro  {Durius)  to  the  Guadiana  {Anas^ 
which  separates  Algarva  from  Andalusia, — or  more  minutely 
speaking,  the  provinces  of  Beira,  Estremadura,  Algarva,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Alentejo, — was  included  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Lusitania.  In  fact,  its  extent  was  much  more  consi- 
derable than  the  limits  of  modem  Portugal ;  for,  at  that  time, 
in  addition  to  the  territory  situated  between  the  Douro  and 
Guadiana,  the  whole  of  Spanish  Estremadura,  lyiug  to  the 
north  of  the  last-mentioned  river, — the  whole  of  the  province 
of  Salamanca,  and  a  portion  of  those  of  Zamora,  Toro,  Vaila- 
dolid,  Avila,  and  of  Toledo,  were  considered  as  constituent 
parts  of  Lusitania.  The  two  provinces  of  the  Minho  and  the 
Tras  OS  Montes  formed  then  a  portion  of  the  vast  province  in 
Spain  called  the  Tarraconensis ;  and  the  small  remaining  part 
of  the  Alentejo,.  not  included  within  the  limits  of  Lusitania, 
and  to  the  left  of  the  Guadiiina,  was  comprised  in  the  provmce 
of  Betica-  Besides  the  Lusitani,  who  dwelt  between  the 
rivers  Douro  and  Tagus,  (Tejo,)  the  principal  tribes  of  Lusi- 
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tania  were,  first,  the  Cynette,  who  inhabited  the  kingdom 
of  Algarva;  next  the  Turdetani,  Celtte,  or  Geltae,  who  ex- 
tended themselves  from  the  Guadiana  to  the  Tagus,  and  even 
to  the  east,  under  the  name  of  Turduli,  into  the  very  centre 
of  Spanish  Estremadura;  then  the  Vectones,  who  occupied 
the  district  of  country  situated  between  the  Douro,  the  Tagus, 
and  the  Guadiana.  The  tribe  of  the  Turdetani  dwelt  to  the 
left  of  the  Guadiana,  in  the  Betica;  and  the  Galleci,  (or 
GaUeci-Bracari^)  that  is,  the  Southern  Galiciana,  inhabited 
that  northern  portion  of  the  Spanish  province  of  Tarraconensis, 
which  corresponds  with  the  modem  Portuguese  provinces  of 
the  Entre  Minho  (^Minius^  or  Baenis)  and  Douro,  and  the  Tras 
OS  M(mtes. 

The  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Ter* 
tollian  and  Ireneeus,  was  introduced  into  the  peninsula  about 
&B  second  century,  and  probably  during  the  reign  of  the 
Knperor  Adrian. 

In  the  fourth  century,  under  the  Emperor  Constantine, 
Portugal  was  divided  into  the  two  provinces  of  Lusitania  and 
GallcEcia ;  but,  in  the  following  century,  at  the  time  of  the  fall 
<rfthe  Roman  empire  in  the  west,  (in  the  reign  of  Honorius,) 
Portugal  became  the  divided  property  of  the  Suevi  and  the 
Vwgoths;  the  former  taking  possession  of  the  country  to  the 
north  of  the  Tagua  as  its  share,  together  with  the  whole  of 
Galicia,  and  establishing  Braga  {Bracara-Augustd)  as  its 
northern  capital,  and  Coimbra  (Commbriga)  and  Lisbon  (or 
OiUipo)  as  its  principal  seats  of  government  in  the  south.  The 
Visigoths  occupied  the  district  situated  to  the  south  of  the 
Tagus,  and  their  principal  towns  were  Evora,  {Ebora,)  B^, 
{Pax-Julia)  and  Lagos,  {Lacotniga^  situated  about  thirty 
miles  firom  Cape  St.  Vincent*  This  race  of  barbarian  in* 
vader&>  towards  the  end  of  the  sixth  century,  rendered  them- 
selves masters  of  the  whole  of  Portugal  as  well  as  of  Spain, 
but  yielded  in  their  turn  to  the  Arabian  forces,  early  in  the 
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eighth  centary,  at  the  battle  of  XerH  de  la  Prontera,  (U>  llie 
north  of  Cadiz,)  wheio  the  Visigoth  sovereign,  RoderiCj  wa» 
cnlircly  ilcfeiited. 

T\m  first  invasion  of  Spain  by  the  Moors  was  aucceas- 
fiilly  cunflucted  by  Taric  Inrn  Kyad,  to  whom  Muzti  ben 
Noscir  el  B^ri,  the  emir  of  Africa,  by  the  direction  of  the 
calipii,  bait!  entrusted  a  considerable  force;  and  eventually 
the  whole  of  the  pcninsnlafelt,  under  the  ^neralship  of  Muza^ 
inlo  the  possession  of  the  Moorish  conrjuerors,  as  Uie  fruits  of 
Uiis  victory,  and  funned  the  caliphate  of  Spain.  Walid  ben 
Abdelmdic  ben  Meruan  wsin  at  this  Itmi?  caliph  of  the  gbsI. 
The  victorious  Arabs,  not  contented  with  their  acquisitions  in 
Portti|^l,  Bpain,  and  Languedoc,  pushed  their  conquests  along 
the  Mediterranean,  even  into  Sicily  and  Calabria;  and  more 
than  once  carried  terror  and  deRolaticn  ti>  the  gates  of  Chris- 
tian Home.  In  fact,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  whole 
uf  Europe  would  have  bent  under  their  yoke,  had  ntit  Churle« 
Martcl  arrested  their  progress  on  the  bloody  fields  of  Puitier:« 
and  Nnrbonne, 

In  Portugal,  however,  the  Moors  experienced  a  reverse  of 
fortune  about  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century,  being  driven 
out  of  Ualicia  by  the  kin<^e  of  Oviedo,  and  finally  dispossessed 
by  them  of  the  province  of  llie  Minhu,  known  in  the  following 
century  under  the  name  of  I'orlucalia,  {Port  dc  Cnk,  or 
PoHTo);  which  term  then  included  only  tlie  Minho  and  the 
Tros  OS  Montce.  but  at  a  subsequent  period  was  applied  to 
signify  the  whole  country^  and  ultimately  superseded  the  use 
of  the  appellation  of  Lusitania  altogether.  The  earliest  in- 
stance of  the  employment  of  Poktit(;al  as  a  term  of  designa- 
tion for  the  whole  of  the  Portuguese  provinces,  occurred 
tuwards  tlie  end  of  tlie  eleventh  century,  when  Ferdinand  the 
Great,  King  of  Castile  and  of  Le6n>  gave  the  two  Portiigtiese 
provinees,  mentioned  above,  to  Garcia,  his  third  son. 

The  domestic  quarrclfi  and  distractions  which  took  place 
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amoDg  the  Africati  conquerors  of  Spain,  at  the  period  when 
the  rule  of  the  caliphs  of  the  east  gave  way  to  the  establiBh- 
ment  of  the  kingly  goverament  of  Cordova,  (about  756,  or 
the  139th  year  of  the  Hegira,)  reanimated  the  courage  of  the 
remsumng  YiBigoths,  who  had  sought  refuge  from  the  galling 
yoke  of  the  Moors  in  the  mountains  of  Asturias-  Issuing  from 
tiieir  inaccessible  retreats,  they  reconquered  a  portion  of  their 
lost  territory,  and  founded,  in  process  of  time,  the  kingdom  of 
Oviedo,  and  finally  those  of  Le6n  and  Castile,  under  their 
kii^  Alphonso  I.,  sumamed  the  Catholic. 

Id  Portugal,  the  stni^le  between  the  Christian  kings  of 
Oviedo  and  the  Moors  for  the  supremacy,  was  attended,  during 
a  long  series  of  years,  with  a  variety  of  success  to  cither  party. 
At  one  time  the  Christians  extended  their  territorial  limits  to 
the  banks  of  the  Douro ;  at  another  to  the  Mondego,  and  even 
to  the  Tagus,  as  they  were  favoured  by  the  chances  of  battles ; 
and  at  length,  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  deprived 
the  Moors  of  the  possession  of  Lisbon.  Portugal,  as  well  afi 
Spain,  was  at  this  period  divided  into  petty  separate  sovereign- 
ties of  Christians  and  Mohammedans,  of  unequal  extent ;  and 
owing  to  their  mutual  aggressions  and  constant  reprisals  upon 
each  other^  the  history  of  the  two  countries,  during  these  ages, 
presents  an  almost  unbroken  narrative  of  obstinate  combats 
and  exterminating  carnage,  not  less  the  result  of  religious  zeal 
than  of  the  thirst  for  extended  dotnlnion,  which  animated  the 
leaders  c^  the  contending  armies. 

GENEALOGICAL  TABLE 
OF  THE  SOVEREIGNS   OF  PORTUGAL, 

FIRST  DYNASTY, 

O&IGINATING   FROH  THB  HOUSE  07  BURGUNDY, 

HfiFlBT  of  Bo^^undy,  (grandson  of  Robert  I,,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  great 
gnndson  of  Robert  II,,  King  of  Fruic«,)  '*  Count  of  Portu- 
gal/' 1000— 1L12. 
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ALTWOSf  o  L,  prvclaiflDfrd  Kiug  on  tho  field  of  OuH^ue,  ll3tU-llB&, 

bAivciio  I.,  itua^i2ii. 

Alphonso  11.,  (tuTTiuniuJ  "  ihe  Faf/*)  1211—1233, 

$ANCTlo  IIh,  12^3.     Di^pofcd  by  Po|>e  Inroctrot  IV,  I'J-lft. 

AlphoKGC  in.,  ippointeit  by  the  Pope  to  «u(rc<>ot]  lib  brother,  1240 — IfiTO, 

DRNia,  "  the  Pulriot  Kiil^,"   1279 — 1325. 

Alphonso  IV.,  «umain&i)  "  the  BoM,"  132A — 1357. 

Pktkr  I-,  numnmcd  "  the  Severe  and  Just,"  IA47 — 13fl7. — Inkz  de  Ca*- 

TRO,  nckno<«l^g4^d  his  queen,  und  ctdwd^  hfU^t  turr  d«htli- 
Fbiuiinanp,  (bum  to  Petvr  T.,  Troiu  Coiuunce J  13C7 — laBU- 

THE  DYNASTY  OF  AVI»: 

VAILUVK   OP   TUK    tJUStTtWATG    UEACKIKT   FROM    THK   HOLSX   OF 

BUKaUNDY. 

John  l.jsuroamed  "  the  Bostoird  King,"  i:iU3 — L433:  gmud  miuttd  of  liw 

OTd«r  of  Avis. 
fiDWARD,  L433 — l-UH,     The  v-knMi  of  mtTiffn^ion  Bdmnc^pd  by  the  proteo- 

liikn  of  the  gr^at  llrnry,  Uukr?  i?t'  Vtv«i].  brother  to  th<>  King, 
ALFHONto  v.,  143A — LJfll,  d«uoniinatvd  --(he  Arrican."     Tim  mffiiary 

onliT  of  \ht>  "  Towcf  and  Swofd  "  latBblwhod  IJfifl, 
Jou>   II..  wrnamod    "  Uie   Oiuot,"    14^1— 14fr^.      r<?E]db]   right*  of  th^ 

nobles rvprtiBtrd :   maritime  ducuverica  continued:   Ihi!  Oapfl  of 

OiHid  Hupiit  pUAwd. 
£mmANLiri<,  "  the  l-VirtoMutn  "  14D5 — 1521,  (cnuHin  of  John  II.)    VnMt) 

iIa  (Sumn  doublo  ittt  Cuj>t,  niid  Irvndi  tti  CuUcat^  cm  tliii  cu**t 

of  Mnlubur.     Routf^  by  wu  to  Chiiiu  diFfcnwrt^, 
John  IILi  1^21 — 1657*    Th*  foundations  of  the  «xt«BBive  coapln  of  tbe 

PoitUKUCM;  in  liidiu  catnblialicd. 
SEDAFTiAn,  1&£7 — 16T0.  (grandson  and  inimcdiato  micccsor  of  Jobn.)  cdu* 

caUid   by   ihn   Jra^uiW.      Thr   ftlory   ond   \>o^t:r  of    PortugiJ 

cc1ip*o<L-     CoiucHTia  published  bia  Luoiiul,  and  ia  the  toliuwiiig 

rrippi  died  in  &  poor-houa«. 
HfiNEIT,  (thu  CnrJinul  Kiti^O  I57K — IGifO;  patron  of  the  bloody  Ini|ut»iltoii 

nl  Goa,  vnd  in  l^bon  ;    gnuid  impoTter  Irom  tbe  J^nst  of  &kO- 

jitutic  fictioDJ* 

PERIOD  OF  THE  SPANISH  USURPATION- 

Pinup  r,  (II.  of  Ciwiilft,)  lASO— 16^6:  seiim  thi?  croimbythe  army  of 
bU  g^nonil,  (he  Duko  of  Aiba. 
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PniUP  IL,  (111.  of  C1UI1I&,)  l5{lEt— 1A<11,  Tho  hlRuting  inltuonot:  of  tho 
Bpnni^h  rule  shown  in  thn  lou  of  rotonicA,  auc)  in  cho  decline  of 

PutUF  IIL,  (IV,  tif  Ctwtile,)  insi— 1040.  During  thme  mxty  yo»r»,  fn 
vrtiirh  Portugal  wiis  onni^xed  to  ^paiji.  th&  ruin  of  h^r  iloiTK^flHc 
nnil  forrign  gn^aLn^H  \raseflWt£<k,  Tim  PnrtugiU'se  At  hnph 
Atinj  liiv  SpujiiurJs  fioiu  Uivir  >uil,  unil  prtiulaioi  the  Duka  uf 
I)nk|[ihjizA  ibvlr  King. 


DVNASTV  DESCENDING  FIIOM  THE  HOUSE  OF 
BRAG  AN  ZA. 

JiiHN  iV.i  lAl<(^lG6l1r  (d4^9cende<I  in  a  direct  line  from  AlpfioasA,  ihA 
uaturnl  sou  of  Juhii  1.,  who  wae  cruulcU  Duke  of  Oiaf:unr>i  in 
144^<)  The  lufauU  CAtlicrj|i«,  hi»  firandmotli^^r,  dairglib^r  of 
the  lufant  Dom  EUworil,  wui  dccliuvd  tu  hnvo  bei-n  tlii?  true 
ftrjd  lrgttuuat«  hf^ire^a  of  the  tUrone  at  IIjc  Ueatli  of  Cardinal 
lUnry,  when  tUc  Spanijih  tyront  wi^cd  Ac  crowii, 

ALPlKOMJto  VI.,  laSil— 1G413.  The  indqvftdcncocf  Portugal  rc-cafA|ili»)ied 
by  rictoricpt  orcr  tikc  Spuiiiardp.  D^^tKroDed  by  his  qiircu,  viho 
morhc*  hi»  brother,  thv  nuccofxliuK  monarch. 

Petsr  IL,  rcfvnt  from  161U  to  10G7 ;  nnd  upon  his  hrothcr^n  dvnth,  hut«* 
rtijfu,  from  10C3  to  I70C.  Thn  "  IV1i.'tliucc  trenly'*  concImM 
in  thu  nipi.    The  cdobratt^d  ministry  of  tho  Count  of  Kricciro- 

Jonit  v.,  1700—17^-  Church  of  LuboD  clovntod  by  tho  Pop«i  to  a  pft- 
trmrohut*.  Pnptiticnl  titl«  of  "  Most  Katthful  Majcrty" 
procured  from  Rome,  174V.  Ahuoe^  ijilroducMl  into  th*  ro* 
vammtfiit,  UirouffU  tho  corrupt  manngcni^nt  <t(  tho  priealhuod. 
The  pulai:^,  cburch,  and  convout  of  Mnfni  erected-  Tho 
nHlbrAl  flnftnc<>s  *>!ihaiJ*tfHl  liy  ccdi^iastic  avidily, 

Joskph  1-,  \l>iO — 1777-  Ecclesiasticnl  power  suppreifuvl,  nml  ih^  Jp«utU 
lvinUh(«d  the  kingiloui,  in  th^  felebniitrd  mitiiKUy  of  Hoboiitinn 
Curralho,  (Count  of  Oyeras  mid  Mari}ur>3?i  nf  PombnJ>)  The 
gr«at  iikrtbi|ijak«'  ikt  LibIiod.  It^uovatiuti  of  tlit?  (Mty,  EntH* 
blinhnieiitof  the  wiue  company  of  iht*  Duuro,  ukI  other  pnvi- 
Ifgfd  tommerLnal  societiu- 

MAKt  !<«  1777— 1B15;  the  TLctim  of  conf«»<orjal  JiKipliuc-  lucrupcu^iluti.'d 
by  bet  nujntnl  mjdftdy  froiu  dll  iiitL-rftienL«  in  stnte  nfTitir*. 
Ifcr  Ban  becomes  regent.     Tint  and  ftccond  conlilion  agoinit 
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JoHff  VL,  t&IFi^lA'26.  Embnikfttion  of  the  royal  ituaWy  for  Brn^J^iIuring 
(lie  rvgCHcy.  TUree  mmsionB  of  Pcirtii^l  by  the  French  <ie- 
fcated  by  IVelltiigton  Ami  Hill-  The  Portuguese  nrmy  re* 
oi^[ii?Mvl  by  BeTV»forr)  ;  conB^iient  triiimph4  in  $|i]Uii  mid 
Fraac«.  BnzW  vlevaled  lo  tlie  rLiiik  of  n  kingflom,  Rptiirn  lo 
£ur<rp4!i  nf  Dl>1i  J^lia  VL  ijiilrpeiJtleoce  of  Bru^jl  ittrclanM. 
Ccnatilution  of  Poitu^al  procWturd,  ftCcfptMl,  fiud  lemodlfieJ 
by  Llie  Kiug, 

Pedro  1V<,  £iu|ivror  <if  Bmzil,  1030;  nppoinU  &  icgcncy,  and  1827, 
(lc4(incfl  hU  infiuit  daughttr  for  ihe  briilv  of  Don  Mi^iuil,  bia 
brother,  and  f<»r  tbe  crown  of  PortugaU 

At  knglh,  towards  the  commencement  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, Alphonso  VI,,  King  of  l-e6n  and  Castile,  sartiajuet!  ihe 
Brave,  being  compelled  to  yield  to  a  superior  force  of 
MtitiTHj  at  tile  fatal  battle  of  Zal&ca,  shut  himself  up  v^itli  the 
remnant  of  his  discomfited  txoops  wiihJn  the  fortifications  of 
Toledo;  and,  alarmed  at  the  cheerless  prospect  of  continuing 
unaided  an  unequal  contest  with  the  Arabians,  whose  armies 
were  continually  receiving  from  Africa  addltiona!  strength, 
adopted  tlie  nise  and  politic  conduct  of  Charlemagne,  in  pro- 
claiming a  crusade  against  the  Mohammedan  fX)wer  in  Spain, 
and  in  demanding  succour  from  Philip  the  First  of  France,  and 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Spain  presented  to  the  chivalrous 
spirit,  which  prevailed  at  that  period,  a  field  of  glory  for  noble 
exertions,  and  a  proud  harvest  of  laurels;  and  in  accordance 
with  ita  impulse,  a  host  of  Christian  warriors  hastened  at  the 
appeal  to  roily  round  the  standard  of  the  cross.  The  chival- 
rous spirit  of  the  age,  and  &  warm  dcvoUon  to  the  Christian 
cause,  whicli  fired  the  breast  of  the  Christian  combatant  of 
every  class,  still  further  excited  by  recent  dangers  and  the 
prospect  of  further  calamities  to  Christian  Europe,  combined 
to  render  the  arms  and  the  cause  of  Alphonso  completely 
successful. 

Among  the  most  daring  and  distinguished  leaders  of  the 
Christian  allies,  AlphonBo  had  remarked  Henry  of  BesaQ- 


I 


ILLUSTRATED. 


fon,  (the  younger  son  of  Iho  Dako  of  Burgundy*)  end  in 
rewiird  of  his  services,  gave  him,  with  llie  title  of  Goiint  uf 
PortucaU  bia  daughter,  Donna  Theresa,  in  marriage;  adding, 
as  her  dowry,  the  eventual  sovereignty  of  the  provinces  of  the 
Tra5  03  Monies  and  of  the  Minho,  (situated  to  the  south  of 
Guliciii,  an<l  j^i^tly  termed  the  "  Meduila  Hispanioi/'  being 
Qt  thi#  day  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  the  most  populous,  fer- 
tile, and  weahhy  districts  in  the  world);  as  also  (to  the  south 
of  the  Douro)  of  Uiat  part  of  tlie  Beira  already  recovered  fiom 
the  Moors,  incrludiug  the  towutt  of  Coimhra  Eind  Vizeu.  Gui- 
maracns  became  his  scat  of  government.  Nobly  fnlfiHing  his 
engitgtriuci]tJ4  with  hi*  father-io-law,  by  the  wi.^dom  of  his 
mea&urts  and  by  the  success  of  his  arms,  he  had  the  glory  of 
extending  bift  domioionii,  of  conciliating  tlie  Moon*,  of  render* 
ixLg  the  Mohammedan  sovereign  of  Lamego  tributary  to  his 
rule,  and,  in  fact,  of  becoming  the  founder  of  the  Portuguese 
monarchy. 

The  Mohammedans,  ^ho  had  remained  tranquil  and  8ub* 
missive  during  the  life  of  Count  Henry,  revolted  under  his  son 
and  Bucccssor,  Alphonso  Henriquez,  whoi^e  warlike  spirit,  dis- 
played in  early  hfe,  bed  avrokened  their  just  apprebensionA. 
Secure,  as  they  presumed,  of  victory,  in  their  overwhelming 
numbCTs,  the  Walis  of  Badajos,  of  B<^ja,  of  Evora,  Ekas,  nnd 
Lisbon,  assembled  (in  1 13D)  a  force,  as  is  asserted,  of  4(X>,000 
men,  in  the  plain  of  Ouriquc.  (situated  between  the  Guadiana 
and  the  river  Sadao);  but  imprudently  wasted  the  vigour  of 
their  men  in  repeated  and  useless  attacks  upon  the  ChrtAtian 
camp,  placet!  upon  the  heights  conti^ous.  Observing  the 
energies  of  the  assailants  decline,  Alphonso  quitted  his  in- 
trenchmentfi,  and  poured  down  u|k>u  the  intidels  with  the 
impetuoKity  of  a  torrent,  and  completely  routed  them. 
The  Tictors  hailed  their  general  sovereign  upon  the  field  of 
battJe,  (in  obedience  to  an  asserted  vision  of  Christ,  by  AN 
pbonso,  the  evening  previouit)  and  were  in  return  dignified 
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by  their  king  with  the  rank  of  nobility-  In  the  Lusiad  the 
battle  ifl  thus  deschhed ;  and  I  give  it  in  Mickk  a  aplcndid 
TersioEt : — 

O'er  Qurique*>  wide  campaign  !iU  enaigns  wave, 
And  ite  firoud  Smrtcen  to  tin?  combat  brave. 
In  HenTCD's  proieatmg  r^r9  Uis.  nourngi^  li^. 

And  Heaven,  hia  friend,  sopcrior  forrp  cupplifs. 

Tw»A  nmni's  still  liour,- — l>t'fore  iTie  clawni»j»  gity 
Tlic  Htara'  briglt  iwitikliiiif  railinrict^  Hi>^I  asmy ; 
Wlien  lo  !  riBipleikdent  in  llie  lii?av'ii  M^rifiii^^ 
High  o*^  iht  |)nm:H-  llie  AnctnA  cti>»*  v/w  Kwn. 
The  goillike  |)rincc,  willi  fuitli's  fvarm  gluvr  iiilKtueilt 
"  O,  uol  to  auit  uty  IatuijUoua  God  V  ^ndutuii^il^ 
"  O,  ttai  ti>  m^i  who  well  thy  grandeur  kuuw, 

But  to  dw  [jJiKim  htfrd  thy  wondtia  show  V 

Thi;  Lusimi  Iiu9t»  vniupturL-d,  murkec]  tde  sigu 
Tltat  «vitnL'«»pil  t<^  thdr  chief  the  aid  divine; 
Kiic^^t  on  tiki?  iov.  they  ahakc  tJtr  hcAimng^  JnncA, 
And  with  tirm  itridc*  and  heaving  hftn^ta  advance* 
i  with  6t«rccr  ardour  glows 


Till!  HoBYcn-mvidft  mmiuri;^ 

Beneath  the  LuKinn  fwcoping  force  o'crthiown. 
Crushed  hy  thrir  battered  jnaiU,  tho  wounded  isroaii ; 
Burniag  with  thirvl,  they  draw  tl:cir  pniiLifi^'  hrotith. 

And  curwi  tlicir  prophet  oa  thoy  writhe  lu  dtiutli' 

AgAin  th«  Luiian  fury  waJcps  its  Urc^i 
The  tCTTor  of  the  Mour«  new  dtrunKtli  inspiroa : 
The  scattered  few  in  wild  confnBJoiJ  fly. 
And  totnl  runt  reM3iind«  tiie  yelling  cry. 

Five  Saracen  monairchs  fell  on  this  memorable  occasion. 
According  to  the  romantic  gallantry  of  the  Moors  each  fought 
in  the  presence  of  his  mistress,  who  shared  in  the  perils  of 
the  fearful  combat  with  Amazonian  heroism;  and^  as  described 
by  Can\oenSj — 

In  all  tlie  betiuttfuus  ghiw  of  blcwming  jews, 
DuJdu  cuch  king  a  warriur  nymph  nppiMirs: 
Hnch  with  hrrr  fWoid  her  valiant  luver  ^ardi : 
With  imilo  iafpins  him,  ukd  with  BiniJtn  rewurds* 


ILLUSTRATED. 


Just  as  Virgil,  in  lUe  first  book  of  his  ^neid,  dMcribcR  the 
bold  daring  of  the  warrior  virgin : — 

Duf^it  AjDnKnnidiini  lunniii  ni^niina  pi^lti* 
Penthtailiiu  fuivris;  lUHliitsqutf  iii  millJbus  urduU 

This  celebrated  victory,  to  which  military  pride  and  super- 
stilLom  added  the  uid  of  mir^^le^s^  snd  bio  bonuuntble  in  truth 
to  the  hiistory  of  Portugal,  was  attended  with  equally  glorious 
results ;  for  t!ie  remainder  of  the  Beira,  the  wlioh?  of  Estr^ma- 
dura,  &nd  nearly  the  perfect  extent  of  the  AlGntcjo,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  together  with  the  towns  of  Leiria,— 

From  lii>yrn*n  wnll  tbp  hafTloiI  InnurHiee, 
And  <iIronff  Arroiu^ha  ThiMs  liis  (^tinqtjct^  prixr. 

LustAift. 

Santarem.  (qu.  Scalalris,  upon  the  Tagus);  Lisbon;  Cintra, — 
M  in  the  lan^^uage  of  the  Lusiad, — 

To  him  submits  fftii  Cinlra'*  coH  ilomain. 
T\k  aoolhin^  reluse  of  tl]<?  Naiad  troia,  d:c. 

Alcazar  do  Sal,  (Seiacia  Impcratoria^  on  the  Sadao;  Evora^ 
{Rborrt  et  tlbrralHa^  Julia ^  near  the  Xaratna;  and  Elva^^  on 
the  Bnrdala,  and  near  the  Guadiana. 

Tlie  ctmquesl  of  Lisbon  at  this  critical  time, — - 

The  4|aftca  of  citice,  whom  the  scm  obey — 

was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  Alphouso  at  the  beginning 
of  hi5  e.<itabliAhnieQt  of  the  monarchy.  The  port  was  even  then 
reputed  lo  be  the  most  commodious  of  the  peninsula,  and  Uie 
city  was  regarded  zb  almost  impregnable,  its  old  Moorish  wall 
being  Banked  by  seventy-seven  towers,  and  windmg  into  a  cJr- 
caroference  of  fourteen  miles.  Ilad  it  not  been,  however,  for 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  a  fleet,  manned  by  crusaders, 
who  were  proceeding  to  the  Holy  Land  from  the  north,  taking 
at  the  moment  refuge  from  a  storm  in  tho  Tagus>  (a  part  of 
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vhom  consisted  of  EnccUshJ  and  who  volunteered  their  a^aist- 
aiioe  against  the  numerous  gTirrisim  of  Mount,  Alplionso  Diight 
have  failed  in  bis  hardy  ottempi  at  its  capture:^ 

Fat  front  the  nortli  n  wnrlikr  nnvy  hore, 

Trom  KlUi,  from  Khlne,  and  Allnou'smiHty  Hlion-, 

To  n!»[.-ue  Salem's  luii--  {hjIIuLvJ  aliriiie  : 

Their  fuTvo  ti>  gre&l  AljjIhUiHu  a  foron  ih^y  join. 

Lu»iAD, 

Bi^story.  iDdecd>  informs  us  that  at  subscquciU  periods  the 
Porlupiese,  in  their  wars  wiih  iliu  Mwrs,  frequently  received 
stiiccour  from  the  English  and  German  crusaders. 

In  order  to  sust^iin  his  ihrunu  ug'Ainst  the  effurU  of  Castilian 
ambition,  and  to  secure  the  papal  proleetion,  Alphonso  con- 
gcuied  to  acknoM/ledf^e,  m  1142,  that  he  held  his  crown  of  the 
holy  see  aa  its  vassal  and  tributary.  Six  yenr^  atYcr  the 
battle  of  Oiirique,  in  a  atolcmn  convocation  of  the  Cortes  at 
Lamego,  though  a  long  scries  of  subsequent  viclories  might 
in  fact  have  rendered  him  the  despotic  sovereij^i  of  his 
country,  he  submitted  his  military  election  to  the  approbation 
of  the  civil  authorities;  established  the  order  of  suecessioa  to 
the  crown;  declared  its  independence;  and  laid  the  bai^»  of 
a  constitutional  yovenimeni,  Iti  this  truly  patriotic  proceed- 
bg,  where  sucli  noble  jiroofs  were  f^ivcn  of  mutual  forbearance 
and  confidence,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  degree  of  adnii- 
ntlion  dwc  to  the  chieftain  who  spurned  a  crown  that  was  not 
conceded  by  the  concurrent  voice  of  all  his  subjects,  and  to 
the  |Krople,  who,  forgetting  the  intemperance  of  victory,  and 
awake  only  to  the  real  interests  of  the  state,  in  chooeing  a 
guccewful  warrior  for  their  king,  had  the  boldness  and  the 
freedom  to  prescribe  fixed  bounds  to  the  exercise  of  the  regal 
authority,  and  to  establish  certain  barriers  for  the  preservation 
of  the  just  right  of  the  people, — liberty.  The  conscious 
dignity,  the  love  of  constitutional  freedom,  the  sense  of  their 
own  value  and  imiwrtance  to  the  state,  which  characterise  the 
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rounders*  of  Uie  conettitutioiial  monarchy  in  l*ortu{^,  forms  a 
bright  feiUiire  in  her  higtnry,  uiid  ufier^  un  illuiitrious  example 
for  the  imilatioii  of  their  posterity. 

The  complete  reduciiou  of  the  Alfpirvo  was  become  a  fe- 
vourite  object  with  Ihe  I'urtuguesc  monarchy  b«t  although 
Alphonso's  son  and  ^iiceesHor^  Satichu  i.,  iiuceecded  in  cap- 
luring  the  town  of  Silvca  from  tlie  Muors,  it  w;is  reserved  for 
Alpkonso  III,,  who  mounted  the  throne  upon  the  deposition 
of  bis  brother  Sancho  IL,  to  complete  tlie  conquest  of  tliat 
kin^^om,  and  annex  it  to  the  Poriuijuese  crnwn^  llie  King  of 
CadtJic  rtDounciug  thenceforward  all  claims  and  preten&ionfi 
toiu  po>;ses^'ion . 

The  JiiHuence  exercised,  about  this  time,  by  the  Pope  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  PorlugaJ,  was  moa^t  injurious  ta  itfi 
welfare.  In  addition  to  the  acquirement  of  consi<leruble 
wealth,  the  clergy,  through  the  power  of  the  court  of  Home, 
had  po*ise*4sed  themselves  of  certain  royal  prerogatives, 
and  exemption  from  heciilar  jurisdiction.  The  king  and  tlie 
people  were  alike  hot^tile  to  their  eiijoyment  of  these  dangeroua 
immunities;  but  Denis,  who  succeeded  his  father  Alphonso, 
found  himsdf  compelled  by  cin.-umstances  to  confinn  the 
ambitious  ccclestasticB  in  the  possession  of  the  privileges,  of 
which*  for  ft  ^hurt  time,  ihey  had  been  depiivcd  by  the  good 
sense  of  the  nation.  To  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  "  the 
gouil  King  Detiis,"  Portugal  was  much  indebted  for  great 
improvements  in  agrieultiire,  commerce,  and  navigation;  and 
above  all,  fur  hi:^  pntinuiion  of  educatiim  and  learning,  in  tbc 
establishment  of  a  national  university,  first  at  Lisbon,  and 
L^ftcrwarcts  at  Coimbra, — 

In  UiAt  fair  riLy,  rT>ij»il  vUtau  tprdnnt  iikomla 
The  UmDi^hiiig  rivLT  of  Moiidti^tJ  sjireuda. 

LrsiAD. 

The  character  of  Alphonso  IV,  was  widely  diflereiit  from 
that  of  his  virtuous  pctdoctssor ;_  &r  tltouyh  bi»  reign  may  be 
Pari.  c 
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considered^  frtini  the  success  of  his  arms  o«c  of  great  military 
splendour,  yet,  ax  a  {wliticiaD,  kia  Machlaveliaii  principles 
must  render  him  au  object  of  contempt  and  hatred  to  an 
lioiiest  mind ;  while  the  man  of  heart  and  feeling  will  con- 
demn him  as  a  person  wanting  to  all  the  duties,  the  obli^- 
tiuuBj  und  the  relations  of  life.  The  Moors,  sis  we  have  seen, 
had  been  completely  driven  out  ot^  the  territory  of  Portugal 
by  Lusitanian  valour,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this 
reign- 

Ib  1340,  Alphonso  XI.  of  Spain  had  assembler!  an  army 
at  Senile  for  the  relief  of  Tarifa,  then  closely  mvested  by  the 
Africuu  furce^  milled  under  Abul  Hasan  and  Jusef  I.  In  this 
emergency,  the  uistaiit  succour  of  the  Genoese  was  demanded 
by  the  Spanisli  monarch,  a»  well  as  thai  of  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, who  lost  no  time  in  joining  bis  troops  to  those  of  the  Cas- 
tilian,  acct>rding  to  treaty,  at  Seville  i  whence  the  allied  army 
marched  against  the  Mohammedan  hordca  encamped  upon 
llie  cjppositc  bank  of  the  river  Salado.  designated  at  that  time 
by  tile  name  of  Wadac6ltto.  The  combat  wa»>  for  a  long  time, 
maintained  ^^n  either  side  with  furious  animosity  and  equal 
resolution,  and  the  issue  appeared  doubtful;  but,  at  the 
moment  the  Muiiiunmeduns  appeared  to  give  way,  the  gar- 
rison of  Tarifa  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  flanks  of  tlie 
besiegere,  and  decided  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  King  of 
Fez  fled  to  (jSibrtiUar.  and  embarked  tlie  same  evening  for 
Africa;  while  Jusef  with  difficulty  reached,  by  Algezira,  his 
kingdom  of  Grenada. 

The  crowns  of  Arragon,  Castile,  and  Leon,  were  finally 
united  in  the  persons  of  Ferdinand  V.  and  Isabella,  H79; 
and>  thirteen  years  afterwards,  (1492J  they  made  their 
triumphant  entry  into  Grenada>  when  Abu  Abdali^  the 
Moorish  sovereign  of  Grenada,  fled  from  the  Alhambra,  and 
took  temporary  refuge  in  the  lofty  mountains  oi'  Alpuxarc»i. 
Afi«r  enduring,  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  the  most 
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cruel  aod  unchristian  persecutions  from  the  Catholic  aoTcrcigns 
of  SpaiD,  the  vanquished  dc«cendanU  of  UmatH  were  driven 
from  the  ticld  of  their  glory  in  1609,  and  compelled  to  take 
refu^  in  the  dcfierU  of  Africa* 

1  cannot  close  this  lon^  digression,  wliich^  however,  to  me 
tppears  necessary'  to  the  narraUve,  without  remarking,  in 
fevour  of  the  character  of  the  Mnorn,  thiit.  however  di-t^istrouft 
the  irruption  of  the  Saracens  into  Spain  might  have  appeared 
at  the  time,  yet  its  ctiects  proved  ultimately  moat  beneficial 
to  the  civilisation  of  Enrope- 

Thc  first  result  of  their  successes  in  the  PeninsuJa  was. 
It  is  true,  the  infliction  of  ftu  ample  return  for  all  the 
rapine  and  the  carnage  of  the  Gothic  conquerors  upon 
the  heads  of  their  degenerate  posteritj'.  Carrying  with 
them,  however,  in  their  career  of  glory,  a  taste  f^>r  leltem 
and  for  science,  they  soon  restored  to  cultivation  and  wealth, 
reginna,  which  the  pride  or  the  indolence  of  the  precetling 
masters  bad  devoted  to  neglect  and  sterility ;  and  they 
left  the  traces  of  their  progress  in  the  illumiantion  and 
mtproretnent  of  the  human  mind.  A  chivalrous  spirit,  toOt 
impressed  upon  the  actions  of  the  "  Arab-Moor**  a  character 
of  grandeur  and  elevation.  At  this  distance  of  lime,  their 
heroism  and  dc-votion  of  soul, — their  hospitality  to  the  stranger, 
— their  attachment  to  the  religion  of  their  fathers,— the  firm 
coDstaucy  of  their  principles  and  opinions, — their  generous 
treatment  of  a  fallen  foe.^their  warlike,  as  well  as  their  pas- 
toral habit**, — their  love  for  poetry,  for  flowers,  and  the  culti- 
%iitioQ  of  fniits, — the  minarets  of  their  sacred  mosques  con- 
trasting their  golden  hue  witli  the  deep  green  foliage  of  pahii 
iroca  and  orange  groves. — the  magic  of  their  palaces, — their 
AlhambraA, — all  concur  in  rendering  the  recollections  of  the 
Moor  in  Spain  a  picture  of  enchantment.  But  human 
glory  is  both  imperfect  and  evanescent.  A  restless  thirst  for 
liberty  and  independence, — a  tendency  to  revolt  and  insubor- 
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diimUou, — a  wayward  anil  an  ardent  imagiuati&n»— impetuous 
passioiiii,  ambition,  und  tlic  dtr^in;  of  miiver»4nl  domination, 
(Uio  intirmities  of  a  noble  mind,  but  the  fruitful  and  certain 
»uurct!s  cf  nil  empireH  decline^) — towaidf^  the  latter  ages  of 
ihcir  residence  in  the  peninsula,  broke  down  tbe  miglity  work 
pf  \\ieiT  ^real  ]mige«ilors,  teroiinated  in  the  dissc^lutbn  of 
their  Europeaxn  cnipiret  and  their  banishment  to  the  sands  of 
Africa. 

Under  Peter  L,  commerce,  ugrieulture.  navigalion,  and  the 
newly  c>»t;ibli)shcd  interest  of  the  fisheries,  made  great  ad- 
vances. Severe  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  rigorous  in 
tlte  admiiiUlralkiii  of  jti^Uee, — inflexible  and  inde&tigable  m 
tlie  removal  of  &1I  abuses,  he  reduced  the  clergy  to  a  state  of 
wbulfHomc  submission,  and  t>rought  them  baek  within  the 
operation  of  tiic  royal  courts^  from  whoso  jurisdictioa  the 
j>apal  thunder  had  liithetto  exempted  them.  Whilst,  how- 
ever, he  was  ever  prompt  to  punish  the  dciinquoncies  of  the 
evtl^  merit  vfn^  sure  at  his  hands  to  receive  its  distinction  and 
reward;  and  no  sovereign,  whose  virtues  haw  ever  done 
hoiwur  to  a  throne,  could  be  mure  eminently  entitled  to  the 
appellation  of ''  Ju»t"  than  this  excellent  monarch,  A  gloom 
was  indelibly  cawl  upon  his  fi-tliiig*,  and  p«^rha|>!4  hi»  temper 
wab  soured  by  the  barbarous  murder  of  Inez,— 

But  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  more  particu* 
iarly  of  this  cruel  assa^^tsination, —  ^ 

Tliia  foul  dJAgTBrc,  of  knighlltotHl  lasting  ataiiij, 
By  mm  of  ariii*  an  hr-ljilcBs  lady  sl^jrij — ' 

when  wc  arrive  at  Coimbra,  and  visit  the  Fontaine  d'Amours, 
upon  tlie  opposite  bank  of  the  Mondego,  which  was  at  once 
the  scat  of  I'cdro's  happmcss  and  misery. 

The  legitimate  descent  of  the  kings  of  Portugal  from  Count 
Henry,  of  the  house  of  Burgundy,  terminated  with  FcrdinamL 
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in  KJM,  After  wiuting  the  resowiws  of  hw  propfc  in  th'i 
vain  fiuppon  of  his  claims  to  the  crown  of  Castile,  exijosing 
Lisbon  to  a  siege,  and  the  whole  country  to  devastation,  (hi?* 
monarch  gnve  hie  youthful  daughter  in  marriiij^e  to  the  natural 
enemy  of  Portugcil,  John  1.,  at  that  time  the  reigning  king;  of 
Castdle,  In  violation  of  the  cxpie«s  article  of  the  conKiitutioii 
of  Lamego.  which  for  ever  se[>arated  the  cmwn  of  IVrtiigiil 
from  that  of  Spain,  it  was  a[*rced  between  the  contracting 
parties*  that  the  male  i^8ue  of  this  connection  should  8ucceeit 
10  the  Portun;uefle  sceptre,  and  that  failitiq;,  that  it  RhonM 
dcYoive  into  the  hands  of  the  Castilian  monarch.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  career  of  this  Spaniii^h  tyrant  wag  j^hort,  and  no 
Uftue  was  lefl  of  Hcalrix,  for  whom  the  cmwn  of  Portugal 
could  be  claimed;  and  therefore  all  the  jii^t  pretensions  of 
the  Spaniard  ceased.  The  marriage  had  scarcely  been  ccwi- 
cluded,  when  Ferilinatid  died. 

It  had  been  pnnided  by  the  laws  of  the  conslitiitinn^  ihaf 
-JD  a  case  of  emerg:ency,  such  as  now  occurred,  the  election  of 

new  sovereign  j^ihould  immediately  take  ])tarc-  The  lt?gal 
heir  to  the  crown,  Don  Juan,  the  son  of  Pedro  and  Inez  de 
Caslm,  whose  marriRge  h[id  been  soIeniEily  rccngnii^ed  I>y  an 
assembly  of  the  states,  was  a  prisoner  ai  this  time  in  the 
bands  of  his  rival,  the  King  of  ('a^itiie.  The  necessKy  of 
having  a  head  to  the  govemnient  appointed  without  delay. 
0|jeeed  Uie  ni:ul  to  i}u^.  throne  for  John^surnamcd  the  Bastnrd, 
the  natural  son  of  Don  Pedro,  by  Donna  Thcre«ia  Lorenzut  q 
Galiciau  lady-  Availing  himself  of  the  naturitl  avcrHion  which 
bflamed  the  Portuguese  as^ainst  the  Castilians.  he  seized  the 
regency  from  the  haruls  of  ihc  queen -dowager>  the  itifimiouH 
Leonora;  successfully  defended  Lisbon,  and  forced  the  8pa- 
niank  to  retire  iiiUi  Spain  after  their  memorable  defeat  on  the 
plain  of  Aljubarota. 

It  WAS  this  battle,  which,  together  with  that  of  the  bloody 
ftekl  of  Ouriqiic,  completely  cstablLihcd  the  independence  of 
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the  Portuguese  monarchy,  John  was,  in  consequence,  una- 
nimously elected  King  by  the  CoTtc:t,  assembled  at  Coimbra 
in  1SS5]  when  some  additional  aiticl&«  in  support  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  beyond  those  provided  by  the  consti- 
tution of  Lamego,  received  the  sanction  of  the  Ktatei?.  Hig 
character,  given  by  Camotns  m  the  Lu&iad,  is  tnily  just : — 

Thougti  sprung  from  youUil'uI  pouion'i  waaton  l«rc«» 
GrutU  Pedro's  bod  in  noblu  voul  hu  [>roPGa. 

In  aid  of  his  natural  talents  he  had  received  an  excellent  edu* 
L^iltJon  from  bis  father,  and  durin(^  his  reign  exhibited  proofs 
of  being  a  profound  politjctan,  as  well  as  a  skilful  general. 
His  hoiKinr  and  candour  were  uuimpeuchuble;  and  the  «teadi» 
ness  and  hbcrality  of  bis  principles  were  such,  as  to  ensure 
him  the  attachment  of  the  wise,  and  the  grateful  affections  of 
the  people  at  large.  His  noble  regard  for  the  interests  of  Ae 
legitimate  heir  in  captivity,  wben  ofiered  the  crown  by  the 
Cortes,  was  a  pledge  to  the  Portuguese  nation  of  the  disin- 
terestedness uiid  elevation  of  hise  sentiments.  He  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  dynasty  of  kingn. 

The  enterprises^  however,  of  the  great  Prince  Henry  form  a 
distinguishing  feature  of  this  reign.  The  numerous  military 
expeditions  to  Africa  at  the  period  alluded  to,  led  to  a  bold* 
ness  of  adventure  in  navigation  hitherto  unknown.  From  the 
rock  of  Sagres  this  prince  directed  the  equipment  of  the 
vessels  which  discovered  Madeira,  and  established  the  Por- 
tuguese in  the  possession  of  the  Canary  islands.  He,  in  fact, 
commenced  the  grand  system  of  maritime  discovericB,  which 
were  carried  to  bo  glorious  an  extent  under  the  succeeding 
monurchs,  and  which  finally  produced  a  total  change  in  the 
character  of  European  commerce. 

That  dreadful  scourge,  the  plague,  afflicted  Portugal  severe- 
ly at  this  time ;  and  both  John  and  Edward,  his  immediate  suc- 
cessor, fell  vicbms  to  its  prevailing  virulence,  as  did  allerwards 
Alphoneo  V.  in  1481.    During  the  reign  of  the  latter  monarch* 
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the  science  of  navigation  made  great  advances  under  the 
fostering  protection  of  the  great  Henry,  Duke  of  Viseu,  the 
brother  of  Edward.  While  the  sovereign  wm  pursuing  hid 
oonqiM-stA  in  Africa,  and  establishing  in  Portugal  the  military 
order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  the  Portuguese  navigators 
were  adding  nt-w  dif^covericrs  to  the  acquiMitiotis  previously 
made  upon  the  cou^it  of  Guinea,— were  passing  the  ecguinoc- 
lial  line,  and,  in  llie  »\)\rii  of  feurle^  advi^iiture>  leading  oa 
to  the  diACloaurc  of  a  maritime  route  to  India, 

Peace  having  been  made  with  Ferdinand  V.  of  Spain,  on 
the  solemn  renunciation  by  the  King  of  Portugal  of  all  pre* 
tensions  to  the  crown  of  Castile,  the  succecdincj  sovereign, 
John  II.,  flurnamed  the  Great,  was  at  leisure  to  repress  the 
arrogance  of  his  nobles,  and  circumscribe  their  enjoyment  of 
privileges,  the  exercise  of  which  was  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
tie«  of  the  peo))le,  and  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the 
crown.  Maritime  discoveries  were  now  pursued  with  re- 
doubled energy  and  spirit ;  the  southernmost  point  of  Africa, 
the  Cape  of  Temjiesls,  was  doubled  by  Bartlu'lrmi  Diaz ;  fur- 
ther information  waj«  procured  about  the  productions  of  India, 
and  rcgulalionft  made  for  a  commercial  intercourse  by  sea. 
The  celebrated  line  of  demarcation,  which  pretended  to  define 
the  Umits  of  thi^  Spanish  and  Portuj^ue^c  territorial  discoveries, 
wa»  sanctioned  during  this  reign  by  Pope  Alexander  VI, 

The  most  brilliant  jiericd,  however,  of  Portuguese  history 
is  to  be  found  in  the  reigns  of  Emmanuel,  sumamed  the 
Fortunate,  and  John  Hi.  Under  these  two  princes,  the  \9tst 
empire  of  the  Portuguese  in  India  was  established,  of  which 
the  mere  wreck  remains  to  them  at  present. 

lu  the  third  year  of  EmmanueKs  reign,  Vasco  de  Oama 
parsed  the  Cape,  which  had  now  received  the  denomination 
of  Good  Hope;  visited  the  coast  of  Caffraria,  in  the  Indiaa 
oceaa;  Mosambitiue  and  Melmda,  on  the  coast  of  Zaui^ucbar; 
and  finally  reached  Calicut,  on  the  west  coast  of  the  peniuk^ula 
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of  Hindc^itEui.  The  discovery  of  Urasil  also  is  to  be  referred 
lo  tliis  periixlj  and  tu  the  accident  of  contrary  winds,  which 
curried  Alvarfji  Cabral  out  of  bis  course  to  India,  and  drove 
him  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  South  America.  About  the 
came  time,  Ua^par  Cortereal  pushed  his  discoveries  in  .^orth 
America  up  to  between  51  and  G9'*  north  latitude ;  and  AroMc 
Vespucci,  a  Florentine,  in  the  service  of  Fortngal,  look  final 
possession  of  the  territory  of  Br^sil  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Portugal.  Antoinc  of  Almeida,  Al|3houao  Albnqueique,  Hi- 
g^eira,  Abrcu,  and  Perez  Andrade,  emulated  the  success  of 
their  great  predecessor  in  Indian  navigation,  de  Gama,  in  the 
conquest  of  numerous  countries,  and  their  annexation  lo  the 
Portuguese  crown.  Perez  Andradc  was  the  first  Eurupcan 
"who  reached  China  by  the  ocean.  Albuquerque  opened  the 
Red  Sea  lu  ttie  navigation  of  Poiluguese  vessels,  and  esta- 
blished the  seat  of  his  sovereign's  government  in  India  at  Goa, 
OIL  itie  cDiist  of  Malabar,  which  in  a  few  years  became  the 
rival  of  Ligbon  in  extent  of  wealth  and  commercial  prospe- 
rity. The  insults  offered  lu  de  Gama  and  hij»  oflicers  by  tlic 
Moore,  on  his  first  appearance  in  the  Indian  seas,  and  the 
injuries  which  their  jealoLsy  inflictiid  upon  him  at  Calicut^ 
were  amply  revenged  upon  their  brelhrt-ui  in  faith  by  the 
success  of  the  Portuguese  arms  lu  »evcral  parts  vn  Ihc  Coast 
of  eastern  Africa. 

The  following  n.'ign  of  -lohn  III-  ]>reKt'n1;«  another  glorious 
epoch  in  the  history  of  navigation  and  commerce,  and  of  the 
extension  and  conhrmalion  of  the  Portuf^uese  dominion 
throughout  the  coa»ts  ol^  the  Indian  ocean.  Lisbon  and  Goa 
became  the  Tyre  and  Sidon  of  the  age;  aud  Itinsil  was 
mabng.  rapid  strides  in  civilisation  and  national  prosperity, 
from  the  introduction  of  agriculture,  nnd  the  formation  uf 
numerous  establishments  on  its  coasts  by  the  Portuguese. 

At  home,  great  improvement*  were  ertcctt'd  iu  ihi*  iTittrna) 
coneema  of  the  kingdom;    sugc  laws  were  proiuulgcd».  towns 
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^ai^d  and  fortified,  tlie  academic  system  at  Coiiiibra  re- 
lonncd.  and  rctigion  protected  by  episcopal  tiistituttomp  The 
glor)',  however,  of  this  ^reat  «overeigo  wa«  ^adly  tarnuslicd 
by  hi&  eAtabliflhmcnt  uf  the  scourging  tribunal  of  ttic  inqui- 
sition, whose  uiiquities  and  barbarous  cruelties  in  the  east  find 
in  Europe,  furnish,  even  to  a  late  pcnod,  pac;c8  in  the  liisLory 
of  Portug;^!  stained  with  human  blocxl.  The  pernicious 
et!ecta  resulting:  from  the  erection  of  this  awful  power,  were 
almost  immediately  evidenced  in  the  paralysed  macliiaery  of 
government,  in  the  debasement  of  the  pubUc  mind,  in  the 
arrested  progress  of  the  scicnecs, — the  arts,  and,  in  short,  in 
the  tot^il  interruption  of  all  the  iuhueuces  which  contribute  ti> 
ihc  civilisation  of  a  people. 

A  dreadful  earthquake  occurred  during  this  reign,  by  whioli 
nearly  30,000  persons  perished;  and  Lisbon,  Santarcm.  and 
Almeirim^  weie  almost  entirely  destroyed. 

In  the  eastern  world,  the  celebrated  viceroy,  John  de  Cas- 
tro, was  effecting  the  total  conquest  of  the  impartant  island 
of  Diti,  in  the  gulf  of  Cambay;  and  Anthony  de  Mota  was 
0rtablishing  conimercial  relations  between  the  mothtr-country 
and  the  rich  empire  of  Japan, — when  the  monarch  died, 
leaving  hij«  crown  to  his  infant  grandson.  Sebastian,  under  the 
regency  of  his  queeut  Catharine  of  Austria. 

Educaleil  by  the  Jesuits,  Sebastian  had  early  imbibed  the 
prejudices,  and  contracted  the  habits  of  a  recluse,  and,  by  the 
tempciamcntof  hismind,  wasbetterquahhed  for  a  cloister  than 
a  throne.  His  worthy  instructors  had  infected  his  imagination 
with  a  taste;  for  crns-dding,  which,  at  that  [leriod,  consisted  of 
sundry  descents  upon  the  Moorish  coasts,  in  the  genuine  spirit 
of  Jesuitical  persecution.  In  one  of  these  expeditions,  at  the 
fomous  battle  of  Alcazar,  in  the  kingdom  of  Fez,  where  he 
sought  to  stgnahse  himself  against  th<^  Moors,  he  perished,  or 
rather  disappeared  for  a  time ;  since  it  is  related  of  him  that 
he  subse^inentJy  did  apjkcar  at  Venice,  asserting  his  idciUity, 
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and  claiming  the  protection  of  that  republic, — that  he  wa*  at 
length  seised  upou  by  the  Spaniards  at  Naples,  and  thence 
conveyed  to  Spain,  where  he  piuised  the  remainder  at  his  day* 
ia  clo«c  contineinent.  It  18,  indeed*  just  possible  that  tlie  body 
of  Sebastian,  exhibited  to  the  Portuguese  at  Lisbon,  in  proof 
of  his  deaths  was  a  state  trick,  played  ofl'upon  the  nation  in 
order  to  cuntinue  the  ci-own  in  the  ikossession  of  the  Spaniard  ; 
and  that  the  tmfortunate  monarch  did  live,  after  the  battle  of 
Alcazar,  to  repent,  amid  the  horrors  of  a  Spanish  dungeon,  of 
tlie  follies  and  the  errors  of  his  youth,  and  of  the  debasing 
education  which  he  had  received  from  the  Jesuits,  his  bigoted 
instructors.  But  the  positive  truth  of  tlm  romantic  tale  ia 
about  as  apparent  as  that  of  its  equal  in  depth  and  mystery, 
the  Masqm  de  Fci\  and  the  numerous  solutions  published  of 
tfiat  memorable  enigma*  liowever*  it  must  be  observed,  to  the 
credit  of  Portuguese  loyalty,  if  not  to  iheir  good  sense,  that, 
even  at  this  day,  there  remains  in  Portugal  a  sect  denominated 
Sebastianists,  who  actually  look  for  the  return  of  the  unfortunate 
king  to  his  dominions,  and  hold  it  as  a  [loiut  of  established  belief. 
This  battle  of  Alcayar,  in  which  the  Portuguese  were  defeated, 
was  attended  with  ihi^se  three  remarkable  circumstaoces :  this 
death  or  disappeamnce  of  Sebastian ;  that  of  his  enemy,  the 
usurper  Mojuc,  frtjm  previous  e^chaustioii  by  a  severe  illiic^ss, 
in  ibc  heat  of  the  battle;  and  that,  likewise,  of  the  fjicnd  and 
ally  of  Seliastian,  Mulei  M<>honit't,  who  was  drnwred  in  h\% 
flight. 

Some  of  the  Corcundas,  or  Absoluliats,  recently  gave  out 
that  Sebastian  would  come  back  in  tlic  person  of  Don  Miguel; 
but,  altliough  credulity  is  one  of  the  virtues  of  the  Portuguese, 
it  docs  not  appear  that  this  report  h[is  made  any  very  great 
impression  upon  the  public  mind. 

The  glory  and  power  of  Portugal  underwent  considerable 
dimiuutiun  during  the  reign  of  this  weak  sovereign ;    hut  one 

of  its  chiuf  disgraces  was  the  '*  cold  neglect"  cxpeneaeed  at 
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eoiirt  by  the  immortal  CanicsthiB,  tbe  ornament  of  his  age  and 
country: — 

UaWanl,  in  vatri,  llu'ir  QAtUrr  puf^L  sings. 
AdiI  ooU  m-^lect  weighs  dawn  the  MiiM'*«  win{». 
B^cn  be,  wbosc  veins  tlte  blood  orGania  wunu. 
WftUu  by  imcomcjoiu  of  ^o  Hubv*a  chnnu. — L.  b*  r. 

Dyin^  without  issue,  in  fact  having  never  been  marrieclr  tie 
w-as  succeeded  by  his  pfttcrnal  uucle,  the  Cardinal  Henry; 
^ho,  to  tiie  decrcpitade  of  age,  added  ttie  other  eminent  die- 
qiiaIific»lioiiK  for  a  crown,  of  narrowness  of  views,  acd  illibera- 
lity  of  purpose,  with  a  childish  taste  for  the  fcbles  of  the 
Romish  friars,  and  all  the  fictitious  miracles  und  inscriptions, 
which  were  imported  at  this  time  in  ^eat  quantities  from  the 
cast  with  other  more  valuable  commodities-  The  mi&fortuncfl 
of  the  Porlugucac  nation  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  in 
reality  at  hifi  death,  when  the  suecessiun  to  the  crown  was 
disputed,  and  the  question  abruptly  decided  by  force  of  arms 
ID  ftrour  of  Philip  II,  of  Spain,  under  the  command  of  hit 
general  the  Duke  of  Alba. 

During  the  sixty  year«  (1580  to  1640)  of  the  Spanish  domi* 
nadon  in  Portugal,  that  is,  of  Philip  JI„  Philip  TIL,  and 
Philip  IV.,  the  treasures  of  the  state  were  dissipated,  its 
maritime  and  military  force  completely  disoi^ni-sed,  its  com- 
mercial prtiMperity  totally  destroyed,  and  the  richest  domains 
and  colonies  torn  from  the  crown.  The  national  antipathy  of 
the  Portugueiie  to  the  name  of  Spaniard,  was  aggravated  by 
thG«e  iofisea  and  disasters.  Before  this  period  the  Portuguese 
enjoyed  the  commerce  of  the  Indian  seas  excluaively,  and 
Lisbon  was  the  grand  mart  or  emporium  vrherc  the  Dutch 
could  alono  purchase  eastern  produce  for  the  consumption  of 
the  north  of  Europe. 

It  suited  the  policy  of  Philip  II.  to  interdict  the  Ilollandcrfi 
from  the  continuance  of  this  traffic,  so  beneficial  to  both  coun-* 
tricn ;  a  measure  which  led  the  Dutch  to  trade  directly  them- 
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«oIvc»  with  [rdin,  and  ultimately  to  ttivir  possofiHing  themselves 
of  the  prineijrjl  colonics  of  the  Portuguese  in  the  east,  aiid 
consequently  of  tbcir  commerce, 

Porlugal  was  hastening  to  tbe  de^riidefl  condilioii  of  a  mere 
dependent  province  of  Spain,  when,  in  the  year  1640,  a  revolt 
tijok  place  in  Catalonia^  which  fnrnished  sufficient  employmeiit 
for  tj\e  armies  of  the  Spaniab  monarclK  Availing  theraactvcs  of 
this  favourable  op[M>itin]ily.  the  Portuguese  cleared  the  ermtjliy 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  re-establitihed  the  independence  of  tlieir 
Idugdum  by  Ihe  election  (1640)  of  the  Duke  uf  Braganza  to  its 
sovereignly ;  nor  were  they  interrupted  by  their  laic  tyran- 
nical uituters,  who  hiid  heeume  themselves  the  prey  of  intes- 
tine discord,  and  were  therefore  loo  weak  to  attempt,  with 
any  hope  of  success,  the  re*€ont[uesl  of  the  lost  territory. 

John  IV.  -(tbe  founder  of  the  Braganza  dynasty)  was  de- 
ECerded  in  a  direct  line  from  AlphonHo,  the  natural  son  of 
John  I,(!*urnamcd  the  Bastard.)  who  conferred  this  dukedom 
upon  Alphoii.*io  in  1442.  Hrs  first  care  was  to  procure  a 
recognition  of  his  right  to  the  crown  by  an  asscrmbly  of  tlic 
6tate9  at  Lisbon^  where  it  was  declared  that  bis  chums  were 
indefeasible,  through  the  Infanta  Catharine,  his  grandmother, 
(the  daughter  of  the  Infant  Edward,)  who  had  been  unjustly 
df'prived  of  her  inberilnncc  to  the  crown  by  the  Spanish 
monarch  at  the  death  of  Cardinal  Henry.  In  order  to  tlie 
further  security  of  his  throne,  he  concluded  treaties  of  alliance 
with  France,  the  United  Provinces,  and  Sweden ;  but  not- 
wiUiKtanding  these  engagements  in  Europe,  and  an  admitted 
intermtsKion  of  mutual  hostilities  in  the  east,  the  Dulch  con- 
tinued their  conquests,  and  finally  ]xisscs9cd  themselves  of 
almost  all  the  colonial  estabhshmcnts  of  the  Poiluguese  in 
llindostm,  Africa,  and  Brasil. 

At  hiti  decease,  the  crown  passed  to  Alphonso  VI,,  hU 
eldest  fion*  then  an  infant,  under  the  guardianship  of  I^uisa. 
the  queen -moUicr,     France  having  formally  renounced,  by 
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treaty,  its  protection  of  Portugal,  the  Spciikianls  reacwcd  thcii^ 
atfempta  u[ion  tlie  indejH^nduDce  of  the  I^urtugur-ae  with 
greater  animosity  thaa  ever;  and  Alphonso  Found  liimflclf 
compelled  tv  establish  an  alliance  witli  England  in  IG6I. 
Tankers  in  Africa,  and  the  inland  of  Bombay,  were  ceded  to 
the  Hnlt^h  L^vemnent  as  the  tluwry  of  tite  infanta  wlii>  iuar-> 
ried  Charles  U,  of  England.  During  this  tiine,Francc,  perfectly 
aware  of  her  intt^rei^t  in  maintaining  the  integrity  of  Portugal, 
waft,  though  bound  by  trcatyto  the  Spaniards,  rendering  covertly 
to  the  Portuguese  all  the  assiatancu  in  licr  power.  At  length  the 
Tictorics  of  AlmcxiEi),  near  Kstremos,  in  16(J3p  and  of  Montes 
Ctaros.  1665,  where  l\\v  SjninianlK  were  completely  defeated, 
triumphantly  confirmed  the  independence  of  Portugal,  The 
war  of  Spanish  succession  having  broken  out,  the  court  of 
Li&bon  rc-<efitablLshcd  an  open  alliance  with  Prance;  which 
induced  tiie  Spaniards  to  wilhdraw  their  pretensions,  and 
acknowledge  the  independent  sovereignty  of  the  Portuguese 
monarch.  In  the  meanwhile,  Alphoimu  had  rendered  himself 
iJi  object  of  hatred  and  contempt  to  the  nation  by  his  Wcious 
and  debauched  habits,  and  a  savage  and  brutal  dispoKition^ 
It  was  with  the  concurrence,  therefore,  of  llic  court,  (should  it 
be  rather  said,  through  the  intrigues  of  hi^  tjueen  ?)  that  he  was 
dethroned  by  his  brother  Peter,  who,  during  his  life,  governed 
as  rCRCiit,  having  procured  the  sanction  of  the  Po]je  for  his 
own  marriage  with  the  Pnnccsa  Mary,  the  wife  of  the  depo:«ed 
Alpbonj^o. 

Shortly  after  his  accession  to  the  throne,  the  influence  of 
England  withdrew  Peter  II.  from  fulfiUiug  hia  engagements 
with  the  French,  and  forced  him  into  a  reciprocal  treaty  of 
restitution  of  conquests  with  the  Spaniard.  The  peace  con- 
cluded at  the  Hague,  in  1GG9,  with  the  Dutch,  allowed  them 
to  retain  possesion  of  all  the  places  which  they  had  wrested 
from  the  Portuguese  m  Africa  and  the  East  Indies.  Yielding 
to  Uie  persuasions  of  England  and  Au>itria,  Peter  subscquetitly 
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(1703)  joined  llic  grand  alliance  with  England,  a^infit  France 
and  Philip  V. ;  and,  marchiDg  to  Madrid  with  the  British 
aujciliarici^,  pruclatmed  Ciiarles  of  Austria  fiovereign  of  Sp^n. 
It  was  then  that  the  celebrated  treaty^  negociated  iso  rucccss' 
fully  by  our  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Lisbon,  Metliucn,  was 
concluded,  by  which  Portugal  bound  herself  to  receive  the 
urooUen  cloths  of  Britt&b  manu&cture ;  and  England  in  return 
to  admit  the  importatEon  of  the  wines  of  the  Douro,  the  Mon* 
dego^  and  T^ud,  at  one  third  less  dnty  than  that  imponed 
upon  the  mtroduction  of  French  wines. 

The  celebrated  ministry  of  the  "Portuguese  Colbert,"  die 
Count  of  Ericcira,  contributed  in  this  reign  to  the  renovation 
of  the  finances  of  the  state,  and  to  the  establishment  of  cloth 
maciufactories ;  but  in  the  following,  tlie  expectations,— the 
juftt  expectancies  of  Portugal  from  the  treaty  of  Utrechtj  -with 
respect  to  the  being  j^ut  into  po^isension  of  ctrrtain  strong 
places  in  Spanish  Estremadura  and  Gaiicia,  as  a  barrier 
against  future  aggression^  were  shamefully  disappointed ;  and 
the  single  advantage  ^lueb  ehe  derived  from  that  general 
peace,  wa^  the  recovery  from  Spain  of  her  colony  Saint  Sa- 
crament, (Sacrarnerito^)  upon  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
Plata.  France^  however,  it  should  be  added,  did  at  this  time 
(John  v..  1713)  recognise  the  right  of  Portugal  to  the  pro- 
priety and  sovereignty  of  the  establishments  '*  formed  by 
herself"  on  both  banks  of  the  river  Amazon,  and  renounced 
also  all  claims  iiptjn  the  territory  situated  between  tliat  river 
and  Vincent,  to  the  south  of  Kio  Janeiro  in  Brasil,  where  the 
recent  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  promised  an  almost  iuex* 
haustjble  source  of  wealth  to  the  mother-oountry. 

In  order  to  purchase  from  the  Pope  the  title  of  "  Most 
Faithful."  and  to  procure  the  elevation  of  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment  al  Liribon  into  a  patriarchate,  and  in  tlie  con- 
struction of  the  immense  edifice  at  Mafra,  at  once  a  palace  and  a 
conveat,  this  imbecile  mouarcb  ^Joao  V-)  prodigally  lavished  the 
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irea^ureftof  thekingilom;  unci  even  the  nevr  sources  of  Dational 
weaJtb  opened  to  liim  in  the  discovery  of  the  cliamood  mined 
of  Bra&ilp  were  scarcely  nclequ^ite  to  sup[)'M  hi^  impolitic  and 
WMtcful  expenditure.  In  the  latter  days  of  his  injurious 
reign,  lie  abaiuloned  himself  altogether  to  Ihe  jirHcLice  *if 
religious  Qustcritics;  and  as  if  to  ensure  the  further  miseiy  of 
bis  country,  he  resigned  the  reins  of  government  into  the 
baiid»  of  a  Francincan  friar^^an  intrigumg,  worldly-niinded, 
blfle  ascetic,  by  whose  misrule  the  most  shsunc-ful  abuses  were 
introduced  into  the  government,  the  army  difiorgnniflcd,  and 
the  (inunces  of  the  country  nearly  ruined. 

It  l^■as  the  glory  of  the  succeeding  monarch,  (Joseph,  1760,) 
under  Oie  tielcbraled  aH ministration  of  Seba-stian  Carvalho, 
subsequently  created  Count  of  Ocyras,  and  Marquess  of 
Pombal,  to  effect  the  reform  of  many  abuses,  which  the 
ecclesiaslTcal  rule  in  the  former  reign  had  been  the  cmisc  of 
introducing  into  all  ihe  departments  of  state.  Considering  the 
condition  of  thmgs  in  Portugal  at  his  accession  to  power,  and 
the  moral  and  the  political  influences  prevailing  at  the  time^ 
afid  beyond  all,  the  paralysing  powers  of  the  clergy, — the 
mioUcry  of  the  Marquess  of  Pombal  forms  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  periods  in  the  history  of  Portugal.  To  a  certain 
degree  he  may  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  have  it  recorded  of 
bim,  that  he  restored  the  king  to  the  independent  exercise  of 
bis  royal  authority,  and  became  himself  the  reno\-ator  of  bis 
country,  by  determining  the  just  bounds  between  the  safety 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  arrogant  assimipiions  of  the  priest- 
hood. 

The  most  inveterate  enemies  with  whom  Pombal  had  to 
contend,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  great  work  of  reform,  were 
theJesuitSr  whom,  however,  he  finally  succeeded  in  expel- 
ling the  kingdom.  Some  turbulent  religious  corporations, 
wboee  prctcn&ions  were  alM>  incont^igtcnt  with  the  welfare  of 
th«  country,  he  entirely  suppressed;   forbidding  the  religious 
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massacres  of  an  auto  da  fe, — restraining  the  sanguinary  cruel- 
tits  liitliertft  practi-Hed  by  the  Inquisition, — and  abolishing  all 
distinction  between  the  **old"  and  '*  new  ChriBtians/' which 
in  fjrpvions  limes  had  been  so  impoliticly  acknowledged,  and 
had  led  to  such  tremendons  consequences. 

The  restoration  ot"  the  advantages  of  commerce.'— the  reorga* 
nisation  of  tlie  finances,— the  re-establishmeut  of  ti\e  naval  and 
military  [lower  of  the  country, — (he  security  of  the  frontiers  by 
new  fortiRcations, — the  encouragement  of  the  liberal  art;  and 
ftcienreSj — the  establishment  of  various  man  ii  fa  clone  a, — im- 
provemcnbi  in  agriculture,— an  increase  of  population, — the 
tnjititiition  of  primary  schools,  and  a  wholesome  reform  in  the 
academic  ayslem  of  education  at  Coirobra, — were  the  pnucipal 
measures  of  his  adniinTrsttdtion.  The  inflexible  and  imperious 
*ieverity.  however,  with  which  he  op|*osed  the  several  interests 
eNliihlifthcd,  aud  really  ko  prejuiiicial  to  the  stale,  ualmally 
excited  against  Kim  considerable  animosity  in  the  nation. 
There  appears  to  have  been  no  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the 
Marque&s,  to  conciliate  parties,  as  well  as  remove  abuj^s. 
His  haughty  contempt  (or  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  no- 
blesfic.  and  his  cslahlishmenl  of  privileged  companies,  to  the 
lirejudice  of  the  hnsiner«f»  of  private  mtrrchants,  added  to  the 
prevailing  hoi^tility  against  his  mode  of  government. 

The  character  given  of  him  in  the  travels  of  the  Gentian, 
Link,— which  is  quoted  here  in  the  words  of  his  translator* 
HiiicktL'y, — may  perhaps  altogether  be  allowed  lo  !>e  a  fwir 
account  of  the  Marquess : — 

"  The  Marquess  is  sull  c^dk-d  by  ihe  common  peojile.  *  O 
ciHAN  Mahques;'  a  phrase  also  used  solely  by  some  foreign 
merchants,  not  English,  while  every  one  else  expressed  the 
greatest  hatred  for  his  memory.  The  rich  speak  of  Pombol  s 
reign  a»  a  system  of  tt^rror,  during  which,  when  the  ministers 
approach  was  announced  at  a  distance,  every  window  und  dooc 
wait  shut.     It  i$  not  to  be  doubted  that  be  was  a  minister  whg 
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xvwhefi  the  food  of  the  country  for  the  sake  of  his  own  repu- 
tation ;  but  it  also  cannot  be  (l(?uied  chat  he  seldom  employed 
the  best  means  of  accompiishing  that  end.  Of  this  the  mi&c- 
rible  remains  cf  hjj?  hat^manutactory  at  Pcmbal  is  an  mGUncCp 
while  another  at  Braga  has  a  coasiderable  sale.  But  how 
wsu  it  possible  that  a  manufactDry  should  succeed  in  this  un- 
peopled country,  where  agriculture  requires  all  the  hands  that 
can  bo  foutidr  and  even  more?  and  why  did  Pombal  tiuver  be- 
slow  his  attention  on  roads,  bridges,  ajid  caoaU,  excepting  for 
a  few  yards  round  the  town  of  his  namet  Whence  thof^e  triflinj; 
provocations  of  the  priesthood,  which  contributed  nothing  to 
enlighten  the  people/"  (which  did  enlighten  the  people,)  '*  and 
procured  him"  (naturally)  "  implacable  enemies  ?  At  tirst  he 
was  deuroua  of  establishing  manufactures  everywhere,  then 
changed  his  object  to  agriculture,  and  then  to  the  hshery;  in 
thorif  he  bej^u  everything  at  the  wrong  end.  Ever  despotic, 
proud,  and  cruel,  he  never  attained  the  object  of  his  improve 
menls ;  and  even  the  common  people,  whom  he  favoured  now 
and  then,  no  longer  remember  bim  with  the  feeling  of  love, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  rejoice  at  his  fall.  But  nothing  gives 
probability  to  the  idea  that  he  himself  fonned  a  plot  agaiiwt 
the  king's  life,  in  order  to  sacrifice  a  part  of  the  nobility  to  hid 
resentment.  This  idea  certainly  prevailed,  waj*  seized  with 
avidity  by  the  nobility  and  clergy,  and  the  queen  herself,"  (at 
whose  acccARion  to  the  throne  the  priests  and  nobles  procured 
the  disminiial  of  Pombal  from  the  court,  and  several  act«  of  his 
administration  were  revoked,)  '*  who  believed  it,  busied  her* 
•elfin  her  delirium  with  the  innocence  of  those  who  had  been 
cond«:mned.  Dut  had  this  &us[>icion  been  founded,  there 
wwjld  have  been  no  delay  in  restoring  everything  to  its  former 
atate.  Nulhing^  however,  was  done  to  remove  this  dinSgrace 
from  the  memory  of  the  condemned ;  though  a  eon  of  thft 
Duke  of  Aveim"  (one  of  the  executed  conspirators  with  the 
Jcauite)  "  lives  m  retirement,  and  the  son  of  the  Marquess  of 
I'ort.  u 


m  ih)rti:gal 

Pombal  hi  great  style  at  lJ^lloll.  Ai'ter  n  rcvisiati,  indeed^ 
of  ihe  procecdmgs,  it  was  found  best  to  leave  thw  affair  in 
peace,  The  coluniji  of  disgrace  on  the  site  of  tlic  house  of 
the  Duktj  of  Aveiro  at  Belera,"  (whicli  was  levelled  to  the 
gToinit]  at  the  time  of  the  duke  s  di^capilatiou,)  ''  still  ri*iu;tuii«, 
though  some  shops  have  been  erected  beside  it  to  hide  the 
inscription  ;  a  just  wiubul  of  the  conduct  of  the  nat'ioLi  on  this 
subject,  for  what  they  cannot  alter  they  strive  to  conceal." 

TIiG  attempted  a*isa&si  nation  of  the  king,  alluded  to,  wa4 
made  upon  him  aa  he  was  proceeding  in  his  carriag-c  upon 
the  nightoflhe  3rd  of  Scpteniber,  17o8,  to  Beiem, 

The  Jesuits  in  the  Portufjucsc  colony  of  S.  Sacrament  had 
already  been  juj>tly  suspected  of  interfering,  with  u  view  to 
the  maintenance  of  their  own  usurped  authority,  against  the 
execution  of  the  trc;tly  \phich  exchanged  that  territory  with 
France,  for  the  portion  of  the  country  of  Paraguay  situated 
upon  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Uruj^iay.  The  consequence 
of  these  intrigues  of  tlic  Sacramento  Jesints»  was  a  bloody  aiid 
expen>;ive  war  nf  eoiL5;idenible  duration  between  France  and 
PortngnL  The^c  disturbers  of  the  natinnal  repose  were  uotw 
pursued  ok  IraitorA  to  the  crown ;  their  goods  were  confiscated, 
and  their  jiersnnA  exited  to  the  dominions  of  the  Pope  ;  and 
at  length  all  Europe,  and  even  the  court  of  Rome  itself,  con- 
curred in  tJic  suppression  of  the  order,— an  e\'enl  of  more 
importance  even  Lbari  the  cxpuUion  of  the  Moors  from  Spain, 
to  the  cause  of  moral  and  rehg^ous  freedom. 

The  dreadful  earthquake  which  took  place  at  Lisbon  during 
this  rei^n,  destniying  the  greater  part  of  the  city  and  tbe 
lives  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  to  which  were 
added  the  hnrrors  nf  Hre  and  famine,  served  only  aA  a  new 
cause  of  excitement  for  the  genius  of  Pombal,  in  offering  a 
wider  and  more  difficult  field  of  exertion.  The  narrative  of 
this  catastrophe,  as  of  tlie  rapidity  with  which  tiie  erection  of 
the  new  city  rose  in  greater  splendour  than  ever,  under  the 
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^rtfer^fic  meaftiirfj*  adopted  by  the  Marqiicw*,  shall  be  fialljT 
cletailed  when  i  britig  you  to  my  rambler  in  the  fitreeti  of 
Lisbon, 

i'  Id  1762  the  Spaniards  poesesfied  iheraselves  of  the  fortrc^ 
of  Almeida,  which  was  restored  to  Fortugfal  by  the.  twaty  rrf 
Paria  in  the  folbwinj  year,  wh^n  the  former  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  wi^re  res^tor^'cr 

Jo^ph  died  in  1777,  leaving;;  his  crown  to  his  daughter 
Mary,  conjointly  with  his  younger  brother,  l*eter  III.,  to 
whom  she  had  been  already  married. 

Ttie  first  act  tjf  the  new  government  waa  the  revorallon  of 
several  edicts,  paflsed  in  the  last  reign  through  the  ins^trumcn- 
talily  of  the  Maiqncs^  <>f  Pombal.  nnd  the  reslor:ttion  of  a  purl 
of  the  cloi^y,  monastic  and  seoutar,  to  their  former  considera- 
tion in  the  state.  The  long  wur^  bt^tWL'cn  Spain  and  Portngal, 
in  South  America,  were  happily  terminated  by  the  trcftty  of 
St.  Ildtfonsrj.  when  the  iHtler  rnnntry  wn«  finidiy  restored  to 
the  imdwtnrbed  posses^sion  of  the  most  valuable  of  its  colonies 
ID  Paniguny.  At  home,  sigrieiilltire,  mnnnfnctnries,  und  eom- 
inerec,  were  makini^  considerable  advances ;  and  by  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Rr^il'ian,  African,  and  Indian  cnmpanie«,  (ho 
advantagres  of  those  trades  wero  left  freely  open  to  every 
individual  merchant  in  the  kingdom.  Additional  K<:hool»  were 
created  for  the  popular  ditt'uHion  of  mechanical  knowlcdgre  and 
of  the  liberal  arts;  the  enactnienbi  of  the  prLceding-  reigngi 
were  collected  into  one  body,  and  melliodicftlly  arranged; 
and  the  inestiniably  valuable  foundations  of  a  royal  library 
and  an  academy  of  sciences  were  cstoblishcd  in  Lisbon,  for 
the  Iwnefii  of  the  people  at  iai^e. 

The  eslablishmeni,  however,  of  the  Convent  of  Estrella. 
dedicated  by  the  Queen,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Pope,  to  the 
heart  of  JesuB,  is  at  once  a  disgraceful  proof  of  the  corniptron 
and  venality  of  the  court  of  Rome, — as  it  was,  at  the  time,  to 
the  Portugncse  ration,  of  a  mind,origina!ly  imbecile,  at  Ifn^th 
lie^uning  to  sink  altogetlier  under  the  rigorous  exercise  of 
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confessionnry  discipline.  The  c?ctcnt  of  her  mental  malftdy 
Iiecamc  such  at  lust,  as  tolaUy  to  incapacitate  her  for  tlie 
management  or  control  of  state  affairs,  and  to  place  the  reins 
of  govuriiment  in  the  h;.iiids  of  her  son,  the  Prince  of  Brazil, 
subsequently  known  to  us  as  Don  John  VL 

Durin|{  the  re^ncy,  Purttiga!  joined  the  first  eo^ilition 
agmnst  the  French  republic  in  1793»  and  again  armed  Qg^iiiist 
French  aggression  in  I70fl, 

Upon  the  death  of  his  mother  in  181C,  Joao  VI,  ascended 
tlie  tlirone  of  Portugal,  endeared  to  Ins  ^subjects  by  the  expe- 
rience, which  they  had  already  enjoyed  in  either  empire,  of 
his  mild  and  amiable  disposition  during  the  seventeen  years 
of  his  regency.  His  marriage,  however,  with  Charlotte,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  IV.  of  Spain,  neitlier  conlribute<1  to  Lis 
domestic  happiness,  nor,  as  snbeequcnt  events  have  shown,  to 
the  general  welfare  and  Iranquiliity  of  the  kingdom.  The 
Spaniard  has  always  been  the  inveterate  foe  of  liberal  and 
lulightcncd  iiistiiuiious  in  Portugal,  and  the  leading  prin* 
ciplc  of  his  policy  has  ever  directed  htm  to  aim  at  the 
extinction  of  the  Portuguese  iiionarehy.  A  connection  with 
Spain,  therefore,  is  tlie  most  injnrious  compact  in  which  the 
interests  of  Poitiigal  can  be  committed. 

Ill  the  eaHy  part  of  Johns  rule  a^  regent,  Portugal  enjoyed 
the  utmost  possible  prosperity  in  agriculture,  general  industry, 
manufactures,  commerce,  and  in  the  advancement  of  Utera* 
ture.  In  1801,  however^  he  declared  war  against  France  and 
Spain ;  ivhich  waa  renewed  in  lt*07,  when  the  hostile  alliance 
compelled  luni  to  embark  with  \m  family  for  Brasil,  and  took 
possession  of  his  capital  aiid  kingdom.  General  Junot  being 
appointed  governor  of  the  Portuguese  territory.  An  insur- 
rection broke  out  against  tlie  French  in  the  following  year,  of 
which  the  British  government  availed  itself  to  render  succours 
to  its  ally,  and  force  the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  French 
troops.  The  next  invasion  of  Portugid  by  the  French  wiu* 
under  tho  Duke  of  Dalmatia  in  lt^09,  who  was  driven  over 
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the  ffontwr*  by  the  British  and  Portuguese  troops  from  the 
VotJga,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  A\'ciru>  The  third  nUempt 
of  the  French  army  upon  Portugal  in  ]RIO,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  "  spoiled  child  of  fortune/'  Massena^  was  equally 
unBuccc!»fi]l ;  for  he  was  compelled  to  reUnqitish  every 
attempt  upon  Lisbon,  and  finully  to  make  an  abrupt  retreat 
from  before  the  British  Unts  on  the  hpighf,^  of  Torres  Vedras, 
which  extended  across  the  country  from  the  Atlantic  to  ths 
TagiJfl. 

From  181 1  to  1814,  the  Portugue*ie  army,  now  completely 
rc-organified  by  Lord  Bereaford,  was  in  the  field  -mth  the 
British  troops  under  WKLLixtiTow ;  assisted  in  ultiniatcly 
driving  the  various  armies  of  France  out  of  Spain,  across  the 
Pyrenees;  and  bore  a  glorious  part  in  the  memorable  battle 
urkder  the  walla  of  Toulouse,  when  Soult  was  completely 
defeated. 

Brazil  \ras  elevated  to  the  tltgnlfy  of  a  kingdom  in  IftlS, 
when  Di*n  John  assumed  the  title  of  Sovereign  of  the  united 
kingdoms  of  I'ortng^!,  Hrasil,  and  the  two  Alganus.  The 
raioous  war  which  had  begun  between  the  Portuguese  go\'crn* 
metit  at  Rio  Janeiro  and  that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  1812,  vrdis 
continued  with  renewed  animosity  from  1817  to  19^1 ;  when 
the  King,  having  accepted  the  basis  of  the  constitution  pro- 
mnlgated  by  the  national  cou^ss,  and  appointed  the  Princo 
lioya]  his  viceroy  in  Brasil,  embarked  for  Europe, 

His  reception  by  tho  Cortes  at  Lisbon  was  unworthy  of  the 
rtpreftentalivea  of  a  constitutional  government,  and  contri- 
buted to  create  a  dislike  to  the  constitutional  system,  the  first 
fruits  of  which  appeared  to  the  loyal  Portuguese  to  be  evi- 
denced in  the  insults  offered  by  its  advocates  and  supporters, 
gratuitously,  to  a  sovereign  whose  misforluoes  should  ainno 
have  been  sufficient  to  recommend  him  to  their  affections.  Out- 
ra|;ed  as  the  amiable  monarch  was  by  tliose  unworthy  mem- 
bers of  whom  the  Cortes  was  composed  at  that  lime*  on  his 
return  to  the  |)alacc&  of  his  auccsitore,  and  trembling  in  their 
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band^  fw  a  victim  befoa>  the  a,tt-dr,  nut  of  constitutional  liberty, 
but  of  groKfi  imbecility  and  eclfiah  ignorance,  the  stones  them- 
tR;)vv:«  woiild  have  cried  out.  had  not  the  general  freJi^g  of  (he 
various  eliitAscs  of  society  in  Poiiuga)  been  loudly  expressed, 
ttiiil  ill  very  intelligible  «nd  practical  language,  in  favour  of 
tJie  much  injured  so\'crcign.  There  ie  no  pardoning  sm-dismiU 
libcmtLv,  who  prove,  by  their  acts,  the  greatest  eneinlctt  of  the 
aacred  dignity  of  liberty.  •* 

An  account  of  the  prt^resa  of  the  Constitution,  from  its 
iNHnmcnccmcnt  at  Porto  in  August,  1820,  through  all  its 
.wioiis  uiutatiocs,  down  to  the  Cunstttntion  uf  Don  Pedro— 
fiUcU^r  vortat — I  £halt  reserve  for  the  subject  of  a  future 
letter;  merely  nihtin^  this  remark,  that  it  was  the  gixid  olHoe-s 
of  England  which  at  last  brought  about  the  pecoucilialion  of 
the  two  countries,  after  Don  Pedro  had  declared  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  BraaiU  and  its  ecparation  from  the  mother- 
country,  and  had  caused  himself  to  be  proclaimed  Emperor; 
but  not.  unhappily,  before  the  intervention  of  other  nations 
had  drawn  away  from  Portugal  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
import  trade  of  the  firasds,  the  consequence  of  the  folly  of 
the  Portuguese  govcrnnicntr  utid  which  branch  of  commerce 
never  will  the  Portuguese  be  able  to  recover  exclusive  posses- 
ftion  of  agaiii- 

Don  Joao  VL  died  at  the  pal&ce  of  U«m|>osta.  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lisbon,  March  10,  182G;  not  from  poison,  as  has 
been  falsely  asserted,  but  from  an  mdammtition  of  tlic  stomach 
and  bowels,  with  thy  afBiction  also,  during  the  last  hours  of 
hi«  cxiBtcncc.  of  violent  epileptic  fits,  to  which  his  family  is 
much  Kubjecl,  but  which  he  had  never  cxperiencud  before. 
Ilo  was  attended  during  his  tlhiess  by  the  court  physician,  an 
Engliiih  gentleman  of  cousidcmble  skill  ajid  reputation,  in 
^hcse  preaence  the  royal  corp^te  wfw  opened,  and  a  faithful 
report  waA  made,  by  the  same  authority,  of  all  the  symptums 
of  hift  fatal  diiitemper,  to  the  Hritish  ministry. 

Don  Pedro  IV.,  Emperor  of  Brasil,  was  acknovrledged 
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(sowrcign  of  Portugal,  by  right  of  euccc^sion,  upon  tlie  d4>ath 
of  hi*  father>  The  xegency  cstablisht^d  by  the  Emperor 
under  bis  sUtcr  Maria,  U  in  a  short  time  to  dovolvc  upoa 
Don  Migufl,  Ills  lirullier,  wfiom  he  has  deHtined  to  become 
the  husband  of  his  ilau)>:litor.  Donna  Maria  da  Glortat,  now 
under  ;if^.  Dtiriii}^  her  minority,  the  Infant  Don  Miguel 
will,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Etnperor,  act  as  hi^  lieutenant 
in  the  regency  cf  (he  kingdnin  of  Portugal  and  the  Algarvas, 
conformably  to  the  terms  of  the  constitutional  charter^  and 
Hccorditig  to  tile  form  of  the  following 
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Fof  iu«iiy  v<?nr  WL-iglity  n^uaoJiii  wLitli  ure  worlliy  of  my  royal  ootididfrattun, 
and  ri'flii'lia^  lliAt  xXw  >nfety  nwl  itecurity  of  ttiir  )»ln1u  m  nml  nlwAyii  tiuglit  ta 
be  llki:  !suj>rr-iun  law  fur  cvi-r^'  M>Ti!ivi^>u  who  ile»irE:a  only  tlit-  hii|r[imri<d  of  hJai 
kut^ecCsi  ttdit  lukiiL^  intii  Ui\  royul  cuiiaidi^jiitiaii  Lbe  iiilj^lliijL'iictr*  uclUily,  uiij 
ffuiiknervi,  And  chdrai:t«r  uf  Uic  lofunl  Dun  Mif^uvfr  luy  mucb  bolovtxl  unJ 
■■Iccnicii  brolhc  I  ditiik  fit  lo  np|Kkinl  him  my  Lit^uUtinul.  *^i^iik^  liini  nil  thu 
powers  vrhicti  bi^lojis  to  luc  ns  King  of  Pottu^pil  and  th«  Alguraa,  and  which 
«rc  tnid  donu  in  Uie  CofmtitutJoa&l  Cbartcfj  iu  order  Ih^t  ht  may  gorern  iIjvp« 
Km£;ilum9 ooriforriinMy  with  lltn  ^id  </harli^r.  Tho  heiiiic  Jiifntit  Dc^il  MigucL 
uiy  liclovr^  and  csUcmcd  brother,  wiJi  ^c  to  tho  cicculion  of  ihU  Decree. 

(^ii^edbyhUMsjMtyJ  TIIK  KING, 

Palace  of  Kb  dv  Janeiro,  July  'S,  1B27. 

Donna  Maria  IL.  on  attaining  the  age  prescribed  by  the 
Emperur^  and  acknowledged  by  the  Cortes  as  her  majority, 
will  aiwunic  full  possession  of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  reign 
conjointly  with  her  hufiband  Don  Miguel.  The  two  crowns 
of  Portu;nil  and  Briuul  will  be  by  this  arranf^etncnt  entirely 
disuiiiced. 

The  Irowblesome  custom-houAe  officers  have  just  comt;  on 

board,  and  are  rudely  importunate,  by  their  gestures,  to  turn 

IU  paaacngcra  out  of  the  ship  and  in  the  custody  of  fi  Mjidier, 

who  seems  more  disposed  to    be    civil    than  these  bribe* 

devouring  cuasequcniial  geiitlemeu  of  the  look-out  service. 
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My  pen  is  at  last,  and  to  your  relief,  wrested  from  my 
band;  and  the  city  of  LiattoD^  proudly  crowniDg  its  many 
hills,  ia  before  me.  We  can  think  of  nothing  but  Lord  Byron'a 
lines,  as  applicable  to  the  moment: — 

What  beauties  doth  Liiboa  firvt  unfold  E 
Her  image  floatiag  OQ  that  noble  tide. 
Which  poet*  vainly  pare  with  eanda  of  gold ; 
But  now  whereon  a  thouvuid  keels  did  ride 
Ofmigiity  strength,  eince  Albion  woa  allied. 
And  to  the  Lueiana  did  her  aid  afford : 
A  nation  iwoln  with  ignorance  and  pride, 
Who  lick,  yet  loathe,  the  hand  that  warei  the  fwonl 
To  BaTe  them  from  the  wrath  of  Gaul^a  unaparii^  lord. 


LAMP    IN    USE    IN    THE    NORTH    OF    POftTUGAL. 
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But  whcMO  cnteretli  wiihm  Uum  towD, 
Tbut,  flliMnlDg  fur,  c^l»ti«L  iuMmt  to  bo, 
Tiivnntvt\tiUi  will  wnnd^r  up  nnd  Aava 
'Mul  rDHny  chirtgs  ursighlly  to  slmngie  e«j 
For  liut  and  palace  tthow  tike  tillliil^: 

Nc  pcrMiniifzc  uf  hlgli  oi  iiicau  ilejrree 
Doth  car^  fur  dtoaneuof  fuilout,  or  slijtt* 
Tliuush  ^i^'iit  witit  J^;^ypt'a  plu^u<;i  uiiL^iiujiU  uirwuhciV,  onfaUfL 

Childk  Harolit,  cuitol. 


Lbbon,  1939. 

Our  vessel  ha*  been  towed  up  to  its  moorings  from  Belcm 
by  mai  of  w^itm  boats,  supplied  from  nomc  of  the  BiitUli 
»hi)>s  at  anchor  in  the  Ta^s.  Without  berng  permitLcd  a 
moment's  delay,  we  bave  been  burricd  off  into  the  poUcc  boat^ 
and  placed  under  the  chari^  of  twx>  soldiers,  who  are  to 
accompany  us  to  the  difierent  ofiices,  where  it  is  neces^ry 
that  our  paiisportft  should  be  countersigned,,  and  that  we 
should  undergo  the  always  disagreeable  operation  ot  being 
loued  and  cauirnctred  in  the  true  st^'le  of  tlie  great  nat>0Q> 
before  it  becomes  lawful  to  seek  a  domicile. 

At  the  moment  we  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  packet-stairs,  a 
ludicrous  inatancc  of  the  infliction  of  aummary  puniahment 
occurred*  which  afforded  us  grc^nt  amuticmeut.    Some  quarrel. 
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it  would  seem,  had  arisen  between  some  native  boatmen  and 
a  party  of  our  jolly  tare,  who  were  waiting  to  take  an  officer 
off  lo  hxjy  Khip.  The  Portuguese  had  (he  temerity  to  strike 
one  of  the  British  seamen  witli  an  oar,  when  the  whole  boat'fl 
crew  jumped  aboard  the  Lusitanian,  and  trundled  the  Portu- 
guese |>arty  into  the  water, — a  case  of  no  unusual  occurrence^ 
ail  we  afterwards  learned.  The  packet-stairs  are  bo  called,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  from  there  being  no  steps  whatever  to  aid  tlie 
tottering  traveller  up  one  of  the  steepest  and  most  dan^eroiis 
ascents  about  Lisbon.  It  is  no  better  than  a  goats  path,  so 
narrow  and  so  perpendicular,  that  one  slip  of  the  feet  mi^rht 
be  the  means  of  precipitating  the  inexperienced  passenger 
upon  the  rocks  beneath,  and  of  causing  him  the  fracture  of  his 
limbfl,  if  not  the  loss  of  life.  Its  denomination  is  derived 
from  its  proximity  to  the  anchora^  ground  of  the  Falmouth 
packct^k  which  it  completely  commands^  The  palace  of  the 
Cond^  d'Obidos,  to  whom  the  surrounding  proj^erty  belongs, 
immediately  overhangs  this  perilous  height. 

We  soon  found  ourselves,  after  our  marvellous  escape,  in 
the  principal  street  of  Lisbon,  which,  bearing  diflerent  names, 
and  winding  over  numerous  inequalities  of  ground  and  in 
various  dircctionit,  extend**  the  whole  len^h  of  the  city, 
through  a  space  of  more  than  six  miles  along  the  banks  of 
tlic  Tagus.  The  heat  had  become  intolerable,  but  y<Jt  for 
three  hours  we  were  bandied  about  from  office  to  office,  owinfif 
to  the  ignorance  of  our  guards,  and  from  one  authority  to 
another,  until  at  length,  in  a  state  of  perfect  exhaustion,  we 
were  ushered  up  fivi*  pair  of  stiiirs  into  Ihr  chamber  of"  an  ohi 
icrimhiy  or  notary  ptiblic,  who  appeared  in  the  last  »^tage 
of  consumption.  Here  we  complied  with  all  the  necessary 
formalities  about  our  passprts,  and,  paying  our  fees,  were 
conducted  by  the  srJdier<  (i>  our  hotel  in  thft  Una  do  l*rior,  in 
the  quarter  of  Buenos  Ayros,  where  wc  dismissed  them  with 
a  smalt  gratuity. 
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The  cuAtom-boiise  officers  on  board  the  packet  had  refused 
us  permiMiun  to  take  on  shore  any  pari  of  our  hai^^»e,  aitd 
we  were  conse<tueatIy  put  to  the  f^eaicst  incoTiToniencc,  not 
)iji\ing  even  a  change  of  linen  with  us;  nor  was  it  until  lale  in 
the  evening  that  our  ^cs  de  nuU  were  clelivered  up,  through 
the  interference  of  flotne  friends,  to  -whom  we  had  brought  let- 
tars  of  recommendation.  Some  excuse,  however*  for  this  ri- 
gomus  trt^(itmeiit  vrns  C4^rtaj[ily  to  be  found  in  the  rt-cent  de- 
tection of  on  attempt  made  by  the  steam-vessel  from  Oibraltar,' 
to  iiilriKluce  a  xzsl  quaulity  of  British  manulkrlurt-74  in  a 
eliuidestinc  manner,  without  payment  of  the  tuual  duties. 
Consequently  every  English  ship,  from  the  moment  of  \U  ;ir- 
rivai  in  the  TaguB,  was  most  strictly  watched,  and  the  cargo 
ticrupulously  examined.  One  could  not,  therefore,  but  acqui* 
cscG  with  good  humour  in  the  nece^ity  of  these  strong  and 
just  measures  of  prevention  for  the  ^ke  of  the  revenue,  how- 
ever little  of  dehcacy  and  management  might  be  ennccd  in 
the  mude  adopted  for  tlieir  being  carried  into  executimu  Be- 
sides, it  was  gratifying  to  perceive,  in  these  two  instances  of 
piidice  and  euHtom-hou-te  severity,  experienced  by  an  English* 
man  on  landing  in  Portugal,  while  the  British  troops  might 
almoHt  be  said  to  be  compnsing,  at  the  moment,  the  gurrison 
of  Lisbon,  the  uncontmlled  freedom  of  the  native  autlioritie^ 
in  the  L'xercisc  of  tlieir  n^j^pectivL*  funcTion;4,  ntid  thcrt^in  the 
most  satii^faetory  contradiction  to  the  jealous  falsehoods  of 
Link  and  llantefort,  re!t(>eating  th«  tyrauikieal  predominancy 
of  British  influence  over  Lusitanian  counsels.  We  were  shown 
nofavntir;  and  surely^  under  the  pecu1iercircum?itances  of  the 
moment,  it  was  not  at  all  to  be  expected,  nor  indeed  to  bo  de- 
nted, that  we  should  meet  with  more  indulgence  than  the 
subjects  of  any  other  country,  not  eounected  with  Portugal 
by  such  strict  buiid?^  of  amity  as  ourselves. 
.  The  CTcoing  of  our  first  day  at  Lisbon  was  rendered  more 
remarkable  by  the  arrival  in  the  Tagub  of  the  British  experi- 
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mental  squsidran,  commandecl  by  Sir  Thonifis  Ilurdy,  whicli 
received  and  returned  the  succassive  salutes  of  the  Puitu^ctte 
forU  and  men  of  war  m  the  Ta^s. 

The  view  from  Buenos  Ayres  is  dclightfuU  commiuiding  Al- 
nada  and  the  uppositv  heights,  the  river  heyoud  Beltim,  and 
alDiost  down  to  the  point  of  Traffruria;  oa  extended  Hoe  of 
ve«seU,  vt  all  desertptioiis  »ud  sizes,  oecu])yiQg  its  immcnBe 
breadth,— a  cou&tdcTable  portion  of  the  town, — to  the  ca«t, 
^roHK  llie  bniader  part  of  the  Tagus,  in  the  direction  of  Aldea 
Gallc^t  and  Moita,  the  town  of  Vcndas  do  Palmch,  chann- 
ijigly  »ili]aU*d  upon  a  hill  of  considerable  elevation,  c-onnvcted 
with  the  lofty  Scrra  dc  Arrabida,  and  in  a  district  cciubtatcd 
ftjr  its  vineyards  and  orange  -  groves ;  agaia  to  the  west,  the 
Bclcm  quarter  of  the  city.  Uio  g:ardcDs  of  the  Ncccssidadc?, 
and  intervening  couvents,  churches,  and  palaces,  np  lo  the 
magnificent  palace,  not  yet  completed,  upon  the  height  of 
Ajuda,  whence  this  ruyal  residence  has  received  its  name. 
The  immediate  view  down  to  that  part  of  the  river  whore  the 
packets  anchor,  directly  under  the  height  of  Buenos  Ayres,  is 
acroes  a  vineyard  of  considerable  length,  and  the  street,  into 
which  we  first  emerged  from  our  rugged  ascent  of  those 
dreadful  slain}  described  above.  Altogether  no  scenery  can 
be  more  varied,  lively,  and  interesting,  than  that  which  pre- 
acnts  jlsclf  in  tlic  prospect  enjoyed  from  the  windows  of  our 
comfortable  hotel  in  the  Kua  do  Prior. 

Our  rambles  in  the  streets  of  Lisbon  fioon  convinced  us  of 
the  fidelity  of  that  representation,  which  describes  its  filthy 
atjominations  as  not  to  be  exaggerated,  notwitlistanding  the 
puinjKJUS  adage  of  national  pedantry. 

Quo  nat>  tun  rinto  Liiboa 
N8o  Con  \isu>  couBn  bo&. 

and  which  ha^  its  equal,  perhaps,  ns  to  truth  and  im[M)rtance. 
iji  the  old  Spanish  vauntiiig  proverb  of 
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QuI^n  no  bn  Ybto  lb  ^tf  Lla, 
No  h&  vbHo  fnarftvdla. 

Oa  our  njaJ  up  ihe  ill-paved  und  sleep  Ktre*!ts  leading  to  itiu 
IHiia  do  Prior,  we  had  already  eticountored  numerous  heaps  of 
dkj^i^tiiTg  fiHh,  rria.rs>  <logx»  and  nit  many  htindrri'fl  y^inU  frinji 
jtlio  hoiel,  iho  carcase  of  a  horse,  which  had  fallen  down  iho 
previous  night,  and  was  already  exiiibiting  pnK>fR  of  Hie  nijiiti 
^vay  in  which  the  Eg)*ptian  plague  of  flics  effects  its  work  in 

lis  country.     The  only  tolerably  piifc  air  to  be  found  in  the 

[eity,  is  ujKin  the  height  vf  Buenos  AyrCA,  according  to  the 

iparaitively  true  import  of  the  wppellatioii.     We  were  «oon» 

\,  made  aware  of  the  truth  of  that  rcmarki  with  respect  to 
le  horrifying  exposvire,  in  the  ciowJed  streets,  by  lieggan*^  of 
flimbfi  in  overj*  stage  and  under  every  charricter  of  difieise, — 
that  in  Lisbon  perijtatetic  lectures  on  morbid  anatomy  are 
offered  to  the  paasenger  at  every  turn.  It  was  in  vain  thot 
we  axkt^d  at  any  lime  for  flowers  to  refresh  onr  offended  senses, 
for  none  were  to  be  procured. 

Upon  our  arrivaJ,  we  bad  learned  that  the  Princess  Regent 
was  gone  to  Caldas  da  Ratnha.  for  the  benetit  of  the  j^vdfurous 
wateiv,  which  are  reputed  to  be  of  great  efticaty  in  certain 
disorders,  and  particularly  in  cases  of  female  debility.  Nu- 
merous inquiries  were  made  of  os,  relative  lo  the  ap]>earaiicc 
of  the  Marqui;^  PalmcUa  ;  and  the  public  mind  sccnicd  wound 
up  lo  ib^t  highest  posvibU'  state  of  aiixiety  Tor  his  leaving  the 
mission  in  England,  and  returning  to  Portugal  to  assume  tho 
administration  of  affairs. 

A  short  acquaintance  with  the  a'^jMict  of  political  mattcrj*  la 
Lisbon  has  convinced  us  of  the  weakne>is  and  instnbility  of 
ibc  prcsx^nt  government,  than  which  nothing  could  be  worstj,  in 
point  of  diKhonesly,  M.*1fishness,  base  intrigue,  and  distiniuti, 
resulting  from  the  imbecility  and  mutual  want  of  confidence  in 
each  ulhtir  exhibited  by  the  drivellen^  in  uttice  at  the  moment; 
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and  of  Itic  absolute  and  ijidispensable  necessity,  that  the  iiftaint 
of  the  cuuiitry  should,  withoat  any  loss  of  time,  be  committed 
to  thA  management  of  a  virUious  and  enlightened  statesman, 
whose  commanding  talents  ond  energies  of  mind  would  be 
well  applied  lo  the  ilifficnlt  ta!*Ic  i>f  preserving  uniforniily  of 
principle*  and  a  straight  direction  in  the  conduct  of  public 
Dinttcrs  on  the  part  of  the  goveniineut ;  and,  abovG  all,  in  t]ie 
holding  under  due  restraint  the  equally  injurious  violence  of 
tlic  two  contending  parlies  of  Corcunda  and  Const itationalmt, 

well  aa  to  the  annihilation  of  the  dangerous  influence  of  the 
Camarilla  at  court*  Tg  judge  from  the  language  employed 
by  the  two  hostile  factions;  fruin  Ibcir  mutual  abuse  and  rc- 
criminatiuns.  and  nrdticiuusly  fiilNu  statements  about  each 
Other,  the  exasperation  of  their  feelings  must  have  arrived 
at  an  awful  height,  and  may  soon  be  further  evidenced  by 
6omc  overt  acU*  of  tumult,  and  perhaps  bloodshed. 

The  news  cuniinually  arriving  from  Spain  by  private  letters, 
and  the  knowledge  that  the  old  queen,  in  her  retirement  at 
Queluz,  15  keeping  up  a  continual  correspondence  with  her 
brotlicrs  ministers  at  Madrid,  and  is  meditating  in  her  heart 
scbcmea  of  sanguinary  vengeance,  serve  only  as  fu^^l  to  feed 
the  fiery  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  in  con6rniing  the 
deadly  hate,  and  awakening  the  apprehensions  of  the  one 
party,  and  elevating  the  bigoted  hopes  and  evil  expectations  of 
the  other.  For  the  moment  the  mutable  breath  of  tlic  multi- 
tude is  with  the  Constitutionalists,  but  from  popular  Reeling 
and  interference,  no  good  whatever  can  arise  to  the  stale,  and 
particularly  fmm  such  a  populnlion.  whose  miserable  igno- 
rance and  moral  degradation  exceeds  all  belief,  A  fresh  sti- 
muIuiK  too  has  jui^t  been  applied  to  the  worst  passions  of  the 
rabble,  in  the  retirement  from  office  of  the  war  miniater  Sal- 
danha;  and  advantage  has  been  taken  of  his  voluntary  resig- 
nation to  ex'cite  a  general  alarm  for  the  security  of  the  consti- 
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luttoD,  and  suspicions  of  tlii^  Prince^ss  Regent's  flclelily  ti>  Dou 
Potlro  and  to  her  oath.  Noisy  dcclaimcrs,  and  dealers  lu  ex- 
tenipvntD€uu£  do^^^urel,  Iulv«  «prung  from  the  occa&iou  into 
eph^merdl  notice^  and  are  haile<l  by  the  people  as  the  pa- 
triots, tbe  poets,  and  the  oratorn  of  the  day.  The  most  eave- 
noEDcd  class  of  society  has  been  turmshcd  with  its  hateful 
work  from  this  recent  occurrenee.  But  the  real  pairiotA  oC 
Pcntugal  sec  in  these  disturbances  ootbin;  bat  da]ig:cr  to 
the  coDstituttonal  synteui,  and  die  probable  cau>ie  of  triumph 
for  the  absolutists,  and  of  course  bitterly  lament  the 
injurbufi  excesses  eoinmitted  by  the  pretended  friends  of 
liberty. 

Throughout  all  tliis  coufliet  of  public  opinion,  the  general 
HlDod  indeed  of  the  state  seems  to  be  overlooked,  excepting  by 
a  few  sound  and  rational  poliiiciaus ;  and  it  might  fairly  be  in- 
ferred from  their  conduct,  that  party  spirit  and  scllish  feelings 
alone  motive  the  actions  of  the  many ;  and  thai,  as  long  as  his 
own  particular  views  and  opinions  should  be  promoted,  the 
Corcunda  ai^d  the  clamorous  liberal  would  alike  feel  indifier' 
eot  to  the  real  intere-sts  of  tlic  country.  Indeed,  it  is  currently 
reported  that  the  ex-mini.ster  is  precisely  one  of  those  wild 
defenders  of  hberal  pnnciplcH,  or  selfiNh  promoters  of  private 
advancement,  to  the  prejudice  and  degradation  of  his  col- 
leagues in  office,  to  whom  no  confidence  could  he  accorded^ 
with  res^iect  to  hia  principles  and  intentions,  either  by  thoso 
in  power,  or  by  the  sagaciouA  part  of  the  community  at  large- 
It  was  the  more  lamentable,  therefore,  that  sueh  a  cause  should 
give  an  occasion  for  unworthy  tumult,  and  impose  a  falsehood 
Upon  the  credulity  of  the  multitude. 

Under  these  trying  and  very  difficult  circumstances,  the 
judicious  policy  of  the  British  ambaseador,  and  the  delicacy 
and  impartiality  maiutained  throughout  by  the  commander  of 
the  Bntuih  forcea,  have  been  beyond  all  commendation ;  though 
die  line  of  conduct,  simultaneously  adopted  by  botli,  was  just 
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8uch  M  mi^ht  be  Ioolce<!  for  frori  puMic  oflif^rs  of  their  evpe- 
ricncc  aud  character-  The  cflecl  of  their  combined  prudence 
and  foresight  might  not,  perhaps,  satisfy  the  violeot  zeal  of 
either  hojitile  faction  in  the  country ;  but  it  was  impossible  for 
an  English  spectator  not  to  witiiutw,  wrJh  nnniixed  satisfuL'tioDp 
the  highly  honourtiblc  tendency  of  their  forbearance  and  cir- 
cumspection lo  advance  the  churacter  of  England,  as  furnish- 
ing an  irrefutable  proof  to  the  Spatkish  and  French  govem- 
inenls  of  her  good  faith,  and  of  the  honesty  and  justice  of  her 
intenttoDS. 

During  the  progress  of  this  ptilitical  eruption,  we  have  often 
entertained  apprehensions  for  the  ijcrsonal  safety  of  both  these 
functiouarivs;  nnd  ]H'-rsimsofgreaterexperience  than  ourselves 
in  tlic  de^pcratencss  and  malignity  of  party  feehng  at  Lisbon, 
have  concurred  with  us  in  eutertaining  the  same  feelings  of 
alarm. 

The  ambassador  is  considered  by  the  absolutist  as  the  de- 
cided enemy  to  hi^ cause;  while  the  visionary  constituiionalifit 
regards  him  as  llie  n^nrmj  of  liberal  in^^titutions,  and  watches 
all  his  procecdinjrs  with  an  eye  of  jealous  suspicion*  The 
justice  of  this  ap|ilication,  however,  of  the  term  "undertaker'* 
to  the  British  minister  at  Lisbon^  on  account  of  hia  political 
conduct  ill  Naples  and  in  Madrid,  when  the  ill -conceived  and 
the  wor^c-supported  systems,  called  eonstitntional,  received  a 
suicidal  blow  from  the  ignorunt  presnmplion  and  blind  temerity 
of  their  own  deelaiming  partizans,  may  be  duly  estimated,  by 
taking  into  consideratiuu  the  reai  character  of  the  Neapolitan, 
Spanish,  and,  wc  must  add,  that  of  the  Portuguese  patriot* 
The  judicious  and  conciliating  conduct  of  the  Erilish  general 
must,  it  would  be  supposed,  have  had  some  good  etfect  ujjon 
the  leading  and  intluL<ntial  Portuguese  of  all  parties,  as  it  ou^ht 
to  have  cxcitt;d  the  public  confidence  from  the  perfect  neutra- 
lity observed  by  lus  Iniops  upon  every  occasion;  disarmed 
the  wild  comititutionaUtft  of  his  daring  expectations  of  British 
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suppoft  for  £kny  Insane  schemed  of  government ;  and  tranquU- 
lised,  moreover,  the  awakened  apprebem^iuiu  of  tho  abttolutist. 

Wc  have  visited  tbe  two  national  theatres,  the  one  denomi- 
nated "do  Salitre/'  and  the  other,  which  is  oflat^er  dimen- 
sions^ and  of  an  oblong  ahapc>  m  the  **  Rua  dos  Condes,'^ 
both  of  which  are  dark  from  tilth  and  neglect,  and  in  neither 
did  we  consider  the  pieces  represented^  to  be  at  all  above  the 
lowest  degree  of  mediocrity ;  while  the  freqjent  obscenity  of 
the  allusions  made,  gave  us  no  very  favourable  opinion  of  the 
delj<;acy  and  purity  of  tlie  Portuguese  dninia.  In  Uiir  nciij;h- 
bourhood  of  the  first  theatre  there  is  a  walk,  planted  with  rows 
of  trees,  which  by  the  bye,  at  this  season,  are  obhged  to  be 
trenched  around,  and  vmtered  every  morning  and  evening  to 
preserve  iheir  verdure  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun;  but 
it  id  both  small  and  confined,  and  in  no  respect  would  serve  as 
an  agreeable  place  of  resort,  even  did  the  retiring  habits  of  tho 
Portuguese  permit  ibem  to  indulge  in  the  taste  for  a  public 
promenade. 

The  amphitheatre,  where  the  exhibitions  of  buU-fights  arc 
held  every  sabbath,  i&  eonliguous ;  but  the  cruelty  of  the  sport, 
and  tlie  sacred  character  of  the  day,  are  tpiite  sufficient  for 
Engh^h  traveller  to  leave  Portuguese  taste  in  the  full  and  un- 
disturbed enjoyment  of  all  its  pleasures. 

Tliere  is  likewise  a  sort  of  rag-fair  held  upon  the  south-west 
Ride  of  the  gardens  of  Salitre  one  evening  in  every  week  ;  and, 
indeed,  at  no  time  is  the  outside  of  its  wall  without  the  de- 
coration of  old  hats,  cast-off  silk  garmeuts  of  all  denominations, 
sizes,  and  shapes;  colourless  pictures;  old  saddles  and  iron- 
mongery of  remote  date  ^  busts  of  virgins,  saints,  popes,  and 
bishop?,  a  littJe  the  worse  for  service ;  household  furniture  of 
the  most  intimate  description,  with  a  variety  uf  domestic  uteu- 
sils  in  a  truly  pitiable  state  of  decay ;  not  to  omit  the  faded 
glories  of  the  once  gold  •embroidered,  flowered-sllk  vestments 
of  ecclcsia»Ucei  which  pride  haa  rejected  from  tbe  sanctuary 
PorL  K 
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to  take  up  with  the  low  level  of  the&e  things  of  coniiiioiL 
life. 

A  saint«  day,  or  holyday,  in  Lisbon^  set  apart  by  the  ordi- 
nances of  man,  it  .sonn  became  obvious,  \s  observed  with  every 
solemnity  of  outward  appearance ;  the  shops  being  closed,  and 
business  of  every  kind,  save  that  of  the  dealer  in  wines,  as 
well  US  of  the  laborious  Gallega  and  hardy  muleteer,  being 
univer?^al]y  suspended ;  wliilst  the  sacred  day  of  rest,  itppointed 
to  be  hallowed  by  the  express  word  of  God  himself,  is  openly 
and  scandalously,  and  without  exception  of  persons  or  classes 
amongst  the  Portug:uese,  mo£t  shamefully  violated,  under  every 
possible  circumstance  of  impropriety  in  the  continuance  of  the 
ordiriary  pursuilB  and  occupationfi  of  the  week»  and  in  the 
more  than  U5U<i11y  large  asseinhlage  of  penions  at  the  faini, 
|gtC8,  bull-fi[;ht£,  theatres^  and  the  opera.  Vet  this  same 
people,  »)  devoted  to  their  amusements,  when  llie  bt^ll  rings 
in  the  from  of  a  churcU,  to  announce  that  the  holy  composition 
of  flower  and  water  is  about  to  be  earned  in  precession  through 
Die  streets  to  the  couch  of  the  sick  or  the  dying,  arc  imme- 
diately arrested  in  the  prosecution  of  their  worldly  avocations, 
and  publicly  kneel  in  deep  devotion  to  the  real  presence,  until 
tlie  canopied  priests  and  chaunting  chorlMers  have  borne  the 
Pyx  out  of  sight. 

The  opera*house  is  a  fine  building,  with  a  handw)me  portico, 
situated  in  the  square,  Jrom  which  it  takes  its  name.  It  re- 
quired only  five  months  for  its  erection  in  I7&3.  The  corri- 
dors tlirougbout  arc  vaulted,  as  the  staircases  also,  which  lead 
to  the  several  tiers  of  boxes;  while  the  vomitories  are  so  nu- 
merous and  80  skilfully  distributed,  that  the  interior  of  the 
theatre,  in  case  of  fire,  can  be  inslimtaneotisly  cleared.  The 
architect  was  an  llaliao,  of  the  name  of  Joseph  da  Costa  e 
SUva.  The  interior  contains  five  tiers  of  boxes,  and  upon  the 
cieling,  in  an  elliptical  form,  are  represented  the  heavens  with 
the  lunar  and  planetary  8j'stem.     Over  the  proGCeuium  there 
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clock  placed,  rather  in  advance,  wh'ise  dexter  sup- 
is  old  Time  with  his  scythe,  and  the  flinister,  one  of  the 
JItises  playing  on  a  lyre,  A  figTire  of  Cupid  surmounts  the 
clock.  Between  the  two  columns  on  cither  side  of  the  stE^, 
are  figures  representing  the  comic  and  the  tragic  muse.  The 
royul  box  occupies  the  entire  acgmcnt  of  the  circle,  cutting 
perjicndicularly  the  five  tiers  of  huxc-^,  whtcli  fives  it  an  elevated 
and  imposing:  appearance.  There  arc  one  hundred  and  twenty 
boxes ;  and  the  pit  here,  ftH  at  Paris  and  ehewherc,  reserved 
for  the  accommodation  of  male  j«pectators,  may  contain  aboat 
seven  hundred  persons;  the  price  of  admUsion  being  to  this 
part  of  the  theatre  half  a  crus&do  novo,  and  for  a  box  on  the 
lower  and  principal  tier,  sufficiently  capacious  to  contain  five 
or  aix  chaii^,  half  a  moidore,  or  about  ten  shillingrt.  The 
operas  are  given  on  the  nights  of  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday, 
and  Sunday, — generally  commencing  about  half  past  eight, 
and  coDcludin;;^  before  twelve.  The  ladies  appear  not  to  dr€«s 
for  the  opera,  excepting  upon  the  appearance  of  some  new 
actor,  or  at  the  reprcBentation  of  a  novel  piece,  The  custom 
of  the  actors  stopping  to  acknowledge  the  apptaufte  of  the  au* 
dience,  even  in  the  delivery  of  rm  hi^roic  speech,  quite  destroys 
the  illusion  of  the  whole  scene. 

Itappily  the  Portugu4?fic  havL*  abandoned  their  old  prejudice 
against  the  admission  of  female  actors  upon  the  stage,  for  wc 
have  been  charmed  with  the  powers  of  voice,  and  the  »wectncfc« 
and  flexibihty  of  tone  possessed  by  the  Prima  Donna,  who,  in 
her  flattering  debAt,  is  rivalling  that  of  the  celebrated  Catalan! 
on  tills  stage,  lier  mode  of  giving  Don  Pedro's  constitutional 
hymn,  with  variations  of  her  own,  was  truly  enthusiastic,  and 
eUcited  the  thundering  plaudits  of  the  whole  house.  Upon 
one  occai^on  a  military  piece  was  to  be  represented,  and  wliea 
the  curtain  drew  up,  we  saw  a  regiment,  composed  of  females, 
duly  marshalled  on  the  st^e.  They  marched  and  went 
through  thvir   evolutions   with   most  wonderful  precision,** 
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handled  their  muskets  like  heroines, — and  went  throu^  the 
platoon  exercise  with  exemplary  steadiness. 

The  orchestra  of  the  Lisbon  opera  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete in  Europe  ;  and  indeed,  altogether,  the  scenery,  decOTa- 
tions,  and  dresses,  are  quite  upon  a  par  with  those  which  may 
be  seen  in  any  one  of  the  Eun^an  theatres. 

Speaking  of  the  opera,  one  is  naturally  led  to  notice  the 
character  of  the  national  music,  called  modinka^  (a  word  pro- 
bably derived  from  the  Latin  jnoiut, — harmonic  disposition  of 
measures,)  which  is  distinguished  by  peculiar  features  from 
the  popular  melodies  of  all  other  nations  in  its  modulation. 
These  Portuguese  airs,  and  particularly  the  Brasilian  mo* 
dinhas,  specimens  of  which,  as  well  as  of  a  waltz  or  landum, 
are  given  for  your  amusement  and  better  comprehension  of 
their  nature,  are  singularly  beautiful  and  simple,  generally 
expressive  of  some  amatory,  tender,  or  melancholy  sentiment, 
the  effect  of  which,  when  well  accompanied  by  the  voice  and 
guitar,  is  often  known  to  elicit  the  tears  fxT  the  audience.  It 
would  be  well  if  the  Portuguese  confined  themselves  to  their 
native  harmony,  instead  of  attempting  the  Italian  style  ;  to  do 
justice  to  which,  even  the  talents  of  the  great  pianist  of  Por- 
tugal, Bontempo,  notwithstanding  his  just  refutation,  can 
scarcely  be  pronounced  as  quite  equal,  not  to  mention  the  in* 
adequate  pretensions  of  Portogallo,  and  his  brother,  Simao 
Portugal,  Jos6  Mauricio,  (a  Brasilian  Mulatto,)  and  many  other 
musical  composers,  whose  names  are  well  known  and  even 
much  respected  at  Lisbon. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  differ- 
ent choirs  of  the  conventual  and  ecclesiastic  establishments 
would  be  so  many  good  schools  of  music ;  and  indeed  numer- 
ous professors  of  the  art,  who  have  successively  challenged  for 
minor  excellence  the  public  attention  at  Lisbon  and  Porto, 
have  received  the  groundwork  of  their  education  within  the 
walls  of  such  institutions ;  and  it  is  indeed  a  subject  of  gratify- 
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ing:  reflection,  that  the  firjit  principles  of  this  divine  !teienee 
»lioul(i  at  any  time  be  acquired  in  the  sanctuary*  But  srill 
general  infiUuclion  in  muRic  is  almost  entirely  under  the 
h^nds  and  coutroul  of  Italians ;  the  conflcqucncc  of  which 
mu^t  be  highly  injurious  to  the  producticn  and  success  of 
native  talent.  To  this  cause  we  may  surely  be  justified  in 
tracing  the  very  inferiDr  distinction  In  which  tlie  Portuguese 
have  yet  attained  in  the  world,  ag  poBsessing  a  school  for  the 
cultiration  of  national  niu!tic ;  and  that  there  should  be  ho  few 
profesflurs  of  music  at  Lisbon,  who  are  mentioued  out  of  their 
own  country. 

The  pfcneral  character  of  the  Portuguese  modinha  is  now 
scarcely  any  thing  better  than  jipurious  plagiarisms  from  Uos* 
sbi  and  other  Italian  masters ;  and  in  a  large  collection  which 
we  have  purchased  of  the  manufacture  of  da  Costa,  Franehi, 
and  Schiopetta,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  the  original 
character  of  the  Itallari  source  is  too  plainly  perceptible-  It 
is  asserted  of  Schiopetta,  that  he  is  an  excellent  player  on  Uie 
guitar,  and  can  compose  venues  with  facility ;  but,  though  equal 
to  the  mental  conception  of  a  modinha,  that  he  is  unable  to 
give  existence  to  his  own  ideas  in  musical  characters.  His 
system  appears  to  be,  for  he  haa  a  remarkably  fine  car,  to 
carry  away  from  the  upera  a  iew  bars  out  of  some  Italian 
composition,  which  har^  peculiarly  atfected  his  imagination,  as 
the  thcjviH  or  siuhjeet  of  his  mu<linha,  which  be  speedily  workii 
upon  his  guitar  into  a  regular  form,  adapting  his  poetic  effusion 
to  the  corresponding  sentiment  of  the  humiony  ;  but  he  is 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  more  scicnlifie  friend  to  write 
down  the  notes  of  his  modinha.  as  he  plays  off  the  air- 
Beautiful,  —full  of  pathos  ard  sentiment,  as  roost  undoubtedly 
hi»  compositions  must  be  admitted  to  be,  yet  there  is  that  in- 
describable originality  of  character  wanting  to  tlie  perfection 
of  Iheir  excellence,  which  you  will  find,  if  I  mistake  not,  cou- 
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stituting  the  powerful  charm  of  the  two  modinhas  which  are 
now  seQt  you,  and  to  which  we  have  listened  for  houra  and 
hours,  agaiQ  and  again,  insensible  to  eveiything  else  but  the 
enchantment  of  their  Syren  effect.  They  were  presented  to 
me  by  a  Dominican  monk, — an  amiable  creature  and  an  ex- 
cellent musician, — who  possesses  the  most  genuine  and  per- 
fect taste  in  the  composition  of  modinhas;  and  a  voice,  that 
all  might  envy  him, — none  could  emulate  in  depth  of  tone, 
and  felicity  of  exprefision*  Si  quid  mea  carmina  possunt^  if 
any  notice,  so  humble  as  mine,  could  do  him  honour,  I 
should  feel  a  pride  in  mentioning  the  name  of  Senhor  Fran* 
Cisco  Domingos  Justitiano,  as  meu  amigo  e  CoUega,  But  for 
his  modinhas,  with  which  are  inclosed  translations  in  English 
and  French,  for  the  latter  of  which  let  me  claim  your  in- 
dulgence.  No  translation,  however,  can  possibly  do  justice 
toj  the  classical  beauties  of  the  original  Portuguese  com* 
position. 

TRANSLATION  OF  THE  FIRST  MODINHA, 

"  EU    BEH    5EI    DOS   TEUS    AHORBS,"  &C. 


ErtgHsh  traMlation* 

With  your  love  and  love  affairs  I 
am  thoroughly  acquainted;  you  may 
say,  O !  no  such  thing !  but  I  say. 
Yes!  Yes!  Dyes! 


French  tramlation, 

1. 
J^enteDds  toutes  vos  raen^a, 
Je  aais  tous  vos  amours  ! 
Voufl  dites  qu'ua  tel  que  uou, 
Maiaje  le  croia  trop  certaial— 

OuiJ  Ehbieni 


The  consGDt  you  gave  him  was  for 
a  secret  purpose  1  To  be  harth,  how- 
evf^r,  in  our  judgments  u  wrong;  to 
be  kind  is  right. 

Yes!  Yes!  Oyesl 


2. 
Cet  aveu,  que  vous  lui  tites, 
Cacbait  un  secret  desseiu. 
On  a  tort  d'en  jiiger  ik  faux ; 
Mais  Je  ne  me  trcmpe  en  nen- 

Oui!   Eh  bienf 


^^^^^^H^                                         ^^H 

1  «bo  know  OtaX  )'Du  BuviT  huu  & 
rcMT  mnil   a  jonmmiiip  Howur;   and   I 
kaaw  who  lieaitl  yifu,  i^ii  yrrstiiling 

L tlfti  fluwerit  f^Jte  dlsu  youi  cc»ii«<<iJt. 

^B                          Y«»r  Yefl!  Oycn! 

Jr  Ba»  (|uc  rout  lui  (viiditt'A                          ^^^^^| 
Tut*  ivH,  tl  oil  jumiii;                                ^^^^| 
I#t  lui  JuiLnujil  Ik  buuquL'tt                                ^^^^^| 
Qu'i!  |t«ryu  Tav^u  maliu                                ^^^^| 
Ouir  l^hbicnf                      ^^H 

^^^F*      TllAXSLATrON  OF  TUB  SECOND  MODINHA,                      ^^H 

^^^^^                         "BNTftaTEM   HCU    PEMSAM£>rTO/'  StV,                                                ^^^H 

^^^^H        Englith  trantUiiort, 

/WmA  transiati^m^                        ^^^^H 

^^f        IVbiUt  hliwiU  fioiu  lh«u,  1  ilroft  on 
r           &  faiMTttblc    uKUtcjicc :    Uiy    lovely 
1            inagie.  iufirraettd  on  luy  inin^,  ke^js 
1^^     HW  rrOU  nukiui^. 

Dc  voire  imngv  cb^io; 

Mais  jfi  wnR  <I&D»  votre  aIuvdco 

Df  parir  taa  tri»U:  vie. 

f               Tha  only  Uiina   thu   r^U&veft  my 
iBclBrcholy,  i*  thft  rotlection  oD   tliy 
beonty,  wbicfi  J  haT<<  cUeply  engnivea 

4asiy  b«ui. 

■ 

• 

a, 

11  n^cflt  pour  mol  dn  r«K>urco 
Pour  wulogcr  mon  malhciur. 
Que  de  vuir  voirv  porlruii 
Empreiiit  KU  fund  de  mou  ciL-ut. 

Sometimes  ]  faiicy   1  »««  you  t(n- 
4lnly  looking  upon  mr«  and  testify^ 
ia^  yovT  love  by  a  thouMiaii  *i|;b3. 

Jv  me  flfttte  quelqaefuis 
Que  Tou!!  mt  li  Xf  X  dcf  yeui , 
Et  que  vc»  teadrCJ  soupirA 
Soul  1m  gvr&nia  do  vos  fcui. 

^^^^^  At  o(l»«T  ijme*>  »Uh  1  tliut,  forarifV^I 
^^     of  nw,  wilb  anoUiAT  and  hnppicf  lovi'r, 
^B      thou  IvftdMt  ftjoyful  lifi?. 

4. 
Qiiclf^uHoiii  }p  vou<  ccmioni  [>!■>, 
Hr  ma  letidrcsio  ouhlW, 
Etdins  le«  brai  d'un  rivnl 
Lui  cbanuL-r  <a  dMtin^e. 

t               ThuA,  &■  «liemAto  prey  lo  liop*  ond 
t            iv^T,  1   liTCj  wilhotitn   perhaps,  cvor 
^^K      AW«kcniait  io  your  bcnrt  one  Under 
1^^      rcooilectioQ  of  m^. 

5. 
J'lntrc  r^ipoir  c%  la  cr^iute 
Jc  m'lipcrfois  dcfiullir 
Sau  vouA  Di^nifT  pcut  Hie 
Ijc  |4u«  le|;t^T  BOiivtfnii. 

^^^ 

*  1 
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The  state  of  society  in  Lisbon,  »t  &U  timea  meiancholy  and 
dull,  as  WG  arc  given  U>  understand,  ia  now  particularly  so, 
and  owing  to  the  recent  political  convulsions,  umiAimlly  con- 
tracted ;  branches  of  the  same  family  beinf,'  at  open  enmity 
with  eacli  utiier  on  account  of  the  opinions  which  ihny  may 
reBpectively  entertain.  This  state  of  anti-social  animosity  has 
engendered  a  vast  deal  of  gloom  and  suspicion,  and  each  |ier- 
son  seems  to  be  afraid  oven  of  his  own  natural  connexions ;  no 
very  great  compliment,  you  will  observe^  to  the  national  cha- 
racter for  the  nobler  feelings  of  consistency  of  principle,  and 
fidelity  in  attachments.  Such,  however,  is  the  truth  ;  for  the 
Portuguese atLimal  isonc  th^ngtoday,andanotherlo-mo^row,— 
?Yi?■il///i  ri  mtitahik  stinper, — so  that  an  honest  nan  dare  scarcely 
avow  his  own  private  sentiments  about  public  matters* 

There  are  no  promenades,  if  we  except  the  roughly-paved 
streets,  as  in  the  French  metropolis,  where  the  gay  multitude 
meet  in  promiscuous  assemblage  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  in 
life,  to  enjoy  the  cheering  relaxation  from  the  fatiguea  of  the 
day  in  joyous  converse  and  free  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
A  species  of  monastic  severity  seems  to  keep  the  Portuguese 
within  their  houses :  asystem  sadly  destructive  of  all  elasticity 
of  spirit.  Thus  females  arc  only  seen  walking  with  a  funereal 
gait  (o  coQfessiun  or  mass,  followed  by  Argus-eyed  duennas, 
bespeaking  propriety  by  the  antiquated  leanness  of  their  per- 
sons,  and  the  immense  breadth  of  their  green  sun-fans;  and 
then  the  down-cast  eye  but  ill  reveals  the  rc^iery  and  mis- 
chief that  lurk  within.  Did  the  odours  of  the  well-jitrewed 
streets  permit  the  hurrying  passenger  to  stop  a  few  seconds, 
the  balconies  contain,  besides  the  myrtle,  carnation,  orange- 
tree,  and  jessamine,  other  flowers  of  a  still  more  attractive 
description  to  fix  his  intent  regard.  But  let  a  recent  rambler 
in  Portugal  give  you  his  opinion  of  female  charms  in  Lisbon, 
and  in  language  much  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  than  my 
happiest  invention  could  supply  : — 
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*'  The  women  are  really  often  very  [irelty  ;  of  ihe  young,  I 
think  the  look  lh  commonly  pleasing.  The  faces  of  the  Lis< 
boQJans  form  an  indisputable  improvement  upon  the  Msule- 
rjcnscs.  Their  features,  tliough  small,  are  of&  more  dchcate 
chiitelliiif^;  their  t'cmiplfrxionH  decidedly  finer;  now  »nd  th*rn, 
indcedt  we  have  seen  the  most  beautiful  skins,  exquisitely 
clear  and  .snuHfth,  with  Uie  slightest  and  mo«(t  delicate  tinge  of 
carnation  on  the  check  that  one  can  fancy.  Tbe  »kin  of  a 
Lisbon  belle,  when  fairest,  has  a  wjitrmlh  of  tone,  the  farthest 
possible  remote  from  fadcur  or  insipidity;  and  when  shaded 
Iiy  thick  black  curls,  and  animated  by  t?yes — not  so  large  aiid 
full  perhaps  us  those  we  bad  left  at  Madeira,  but  of  a  longer 
shape,  shadowed  by  a  richer  fall  of  lash,  and  partly,  perhapa, 
from  that  ctrcumstanec,  more  soft  and  intelligent  in  their  ex- 
pression,—I  have  sunietimes  been  for  the  lncl^l^nt  half-sliakea 
Id  my  allegiance  to  the  rightlul  supremacy  of  Knglish  beauty* 
They  are  seldom  tall,  and  except  the  infantas,  (Princessea 
Uoyai,^  we  have  seen  but  few  instances  among  them  of  what 
we  should  call  fine  figure  or  commanding  air.  Their  feet,  we 
are  aAsnred,  (the  *'  feet  nf  tire, ')  are  otteu  very  beautiful,  and 
that  they  get  much  by  the  advantage,  sparing  no  caie  or  ex- 
pense in  the  due  ordering  of  their  chaiissttfr.  The  very  sc* 
dentary  habits  of  their  iives  may  with  them,  as  with  the  Chi* 
nese,  assist  in  cherishing  this  distinction/' 

IIow  the  Portuguese  ladies  pass  their  time  within  doorx, 
except  when  iistlessly  gazing  from  the  well-cushioned  bal- 
cony, it  is  difficult  to  conceive ;  for  decidedly,  the  cultivation 
of  their  mindA,  beyond  some  little  trumpery  accamplishmcnta, 
forms  a  very  small  part  of  their  daily  employment.  With  all 
their  beauty,  they  still  want  the  dignity  aud  the  force  of 
character  that  mark  a  highly-educated  and  intellectual  female 
in  Eiigland.  They  may  have  vivacity  of  eye,  but  certainly 
jfftl  Ihe  spiritual  elevation,  the  mental  energj',  and  the  chaste 
|iiety,  whicli  distmguisli  the  liigher  class  of  females  in  otu; 
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^  own  country,  la  all  respects,  as  to  t^mselves,  their  pcr»>tial 
obligutions,  feelmgSr  and  attructioQ£,  tliey  are,  as  upon  first 
iiight  one  has  found  Ihcin,  in  very  rude  terms,  mere  women, — 
thus  much  from  a  monk — lo\^e)y,  but  uasatisfactory  specimenB 
of  "  the  weaker  vessel/'  for  whose  moral  improvrmctit  and 
elevation  in  social  rank  the  lords  of  creation  t;hould  recollect 
that  lliey  are  respouftible. 

And  what,  you  will  demand,  of  these  said  lord*  of  the  crea- 
tion at  Lisbon  ? — Why  the  fact  is.  that  if  the  English  gentleman 
who  once  received  from  a  stranger  in  London  a  gold  snuff-box, 
in  acknowledgment  of  his  greater  nasal  pretenAions,  which  he 
was  to  transfer  to  the  honor  of  any  proboscis  more  red,  ugly, 
and  extensive  than  hi&  own.  that  he  might  casually  chance  to 
meet,  bad  cotno  off  straightway  to  Lisbon,  the  said  box  ho 
must  in  justice  have  resigned  upon  the  Rnsi  step  of  the 
abominable  paekct-stairs  F  Nature  seems  to  have  done  her 
worst  here  for  the  men  of  the  better  elasse^s  in  life;  and  to 
talk  of  *'  the  human  iaco  divine*^  in  iJsbou  would  be  a  libel 
upon  the  dispensations  of  Providence.  The  Jcw^  and  the 
Indians  must  surely  have  intermixed  with  the  Portuguese 
gentry  in  marriage!^,  and  thus  have  transfused  into  Liisitaniun 
physiognomy  tbe  strength  of  their  own  peculiar  features, 
which  are  tlius  seen  in  unpleasing  conjunction.  The  Moon 
appear  to  have  left  in  Portugal  but  few  memorials  or  tracer 
of  their  own  characteristic  brilliancy  of  visage  to  relieve  the 
ugliness,  which  seems  to  be*  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  unri- 
valled property  of  the  modern  male  inhabitants  of  Olyssipolis, 
or  the  pubLc  Portuguese  (acje,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  would 
have  been  more  agreeable. 

Now  of  all  animals-  in  creation,  the  Lisbon  dandy,  or 
fashionable  Lusitanian  swell,  is  by  far  the  lowest  in  the  scale 
of  mere  existence.  I  have  been  haunted  in  my  dreams  by 
visions  of  ugliness  since  tlic  first  time  1  beheld  a  small,  squal, 
putiy  figure^^-what  was  it?  could  it  he  of  a  man? — incased 
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within  a  targe  pack-saddle,  upon  ttio  back  of  a  Icaii,  liigK- 
boncx],  stmw'^fcd,  creum-colourrd  nag,  wUh  un 
flowing  mil,  wLo«c  Icogth  and  breadth  would  appear  to  be 
each  niglil  (ipianlcit  fmiii  dUc'oIoration  by  careful  invulutmn 
above  the  hocb^.  Taken,  from  his  gridiron  spurs  and  long 
(toiiileil  hoots,  tip  liK  hroail  blue-striped  paiititlouns,  ti  la 
contKWjUft  lo  the  thrice  folded  piece  of  white  linen  on  which  he 
j«  !«eated  in  fW  fcjvjse;  thence  by  hb  cable  chain,  bearmg 
seals  a**  large  as  a  warming-pan,  and  a  key  like  an  anchor; 
then  a  little  higher,  to  the  figured  waistcoat  of  early  British 
manufacture,  and  the  sack-shapcncd  coat,  up  to  the  narrow- 
brim  sugar-loaf  hat  on  Ins  head, — wlii-rf^  cun  be  found  his 
equal  ?  Nor  docs  he  want  a  nose,  as  big  as  the  gnomon  of  a 
dtal-platc ;  and  two  Hanks  of  impenetrably  deep  bluck  brLUth- 
wood,  extending  under  either  car,  and  almost  concealing  the 
countenance,  to  complete  tht*  icingular  contour  of  his  features. 
The  lower  c!as:5C3  are  infinitely  aupcrior  in  dignity  of  ap- 
pearance, and  in  nmnly  beauty,  to  thos^  of  the  hig^her  order. 
For  instance,  turn  round  and  look  at  that  finely-formed, 
athletic,  patient,  and  hard-working  water-carrier,  with  bis 
barrel  of  many  devices  upon  liis  shoulder ;  how  nobly  and 
gracefully  does  the  honest  mountaineer  trip  along  under  his 
burden !  Tliough  only  half  clothed,  he  has  more  about  him  of 
the  dignity  of  human  nature,  much  as  he  is  unjustly  degpiscd, 
than  all  the  classes  of  ttioac  who  deal  out  to  him  no  treatment 
bat  contumely  and  contempt.  By  the  hard  sweat  of  his  brow 
he  is  enabled,  though  with  difficulty,  to  earn  about  sixpence  a 
day,  the  moiety  of  which  serves  to  procure  him  hiB  bread,  his 
fried  sardinha  from  a  neighbouring  cook  a  stall,  and  a  little 
light  wine,  perhaps,  on  boUdEiys, — water  being  his  general 
beverage,*— nay,  one  might  almost  fiay,  his  element.  A  mat  in 
a  larf^  upper  room,  shared  between  him  and  several  brethren 
of  the  same  avx»cation,  serves  him  in  winter  as  a  place  of 
repose  for  the  night;   but  during  the  summer  ho  frequently 
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sleeps  out  in  tlie  open  air,  making  his  filled  water-barrel  his 
pillow,  ready  in  an  instant  to  start,  in  case  of  fire,  at  the 
call  of  the  captain  of  his  gang,  and  to  perfonn  the  osdj  public 
duty  exacted  from  him.  His  savings  are  sufficient  to  enable 
him,  in  the  course  of  some  fifteen  years,  to  return  to  the 
dear  mountains  of  his  own  native  Galida,  and  to  purchase  a 
little  plot  of  cultivable  ground,  upon  which  he  erects  a  small 
cottage,  then  marries,  and  at  the  proper  ^e  sends  forth  his 
children  to  follow,  in  the  Portuguese  towns,  the  same  path  of 
industry  and  frugality  of  which  he  has  set  them  the  virtuous 
example,  and  which  have  procured  him  the  independence  and 
the  comforts  of  a  home* 

No  Portuguese  will  condescend  to  cany  a  burden ;  for 
which  they  deem  the  beasts  alone  to  be  destined,  and  not  the 
erect  form  of  man.  There  is  a  notion,  according  to  some  pub- 
lication about  Portuguese  habits,  the  name  of  which  does  not 
occur,  which  prevails  throughout  the  country,  that  the  reason 
why  the  Portuguese,  when  they  do  submit  to  bear  burdens, 
cany  them  not  upon  their  backs,  but  upon  their  heads,  is, 
that  that  part  of  the  human  body  which  is  never  to  be  seen 
by  an  enemy,  is  not  to  be  degraded  by  any  base  service  or 
oppression ! 

The  Gallegos  are  indeed  the  most  useful  class  of  people  in 
Lisbon;  and  though  it  may  suit  native  pride  and  villany 
sometimes  to  impute  to  the  parsimonious  mountaineer  the 
commission  of  crimes,  poisoning,  and  assassination,  with  the 
utmost  injustice^  as  in  England,  if  a  murder  is  perpetrated,  it 
is  frequently  attributed  to  the  band  of  an  Irishman,  yet  he  is 
frequently  employed  by  the  merchants  in  situations  of  confi- 
dence, and,  as  o£Gce-porter,  is  very  often  entrusted  with  pro- 
perty to  a  considerable  amount ;  and  hardly  an  instance  has 
ever  occurred  of  a  Gallego  proving  unlsuthful  to  his  trust. 

A  short  time  since,  to  cite  only  one  instance  out  of  the 
many  proofe  which  have  cojne  to  our  knowledge  of  Galician 
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honesty,  a  g^ng  of  these  iSpam^li  ]>ort€ra  ^'as  engaged,  hear 
the  Exchange  in  Lisbou.  to  carry  some  heavy  Ixixctt  of  dollar* 
to  a  dUtant  part  of  Ihc  city,  wbeii  one  of  them,  not  so  strong 
and  active  as  the  otherst,  nuddenly  found  himself  alone*  the 
others  having  gone  forward  out  of  aifjht.  In  this  dilemma* 
the  Gallego  betook  hinisclf  dircclly  lo  thi?  |)olice  office,  not 
knowing  the  proper  destination  of  his  burdco,  and  there 
awaited  the  hue  and  cry  which  he  foresaw  would  be  made 
after  bini,  when  he  should  be  found  by  his  employer  lo  be 
mi»dng>  He  liud  been  there  an  hour,  when  a  messenger,  out 
of  breatli,  came  to  instruct  the  police  of  a  Gallego  s  having 
di^ppeared  with  a  large  quantity  of  silver;  upon  which  the 
honeat  fellow  presented  himself  to  the  magistrate  with  the 
box  unopened,  declaring  that  he  had  determined  upon  coming 
with  the  dollars  to  the  office,  when  he  found  that  hiti 
companions  had  outstripped  tiim,  fore^eJng  tliat  be  would 
soon  have  there  the  opportunity  of  restoring  it  to  iti  lawful 
owner. 

If  there  is  any  one  class  of  people  in  Lisbon  more  peculiarly 
entitled  to  oue>  contempt,  it  most  certainly  is  thaiof  th&  tidal- 
gbos.  or  nobility .  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of«uch  l^milies 
astheCadavaU,  Mari:)lvaif,  and  Quintellas,  and  some  fewothcrs, 
who  would  be  an  ornament  to  the  aristocracy  of  any  country, 
it  may  be  said,  though  in  a  different  sense  from  chat  in  which 
it  \s  usually  received,  "  Nobilitas  est  nnica  virtus/'  DeHtitule 
of  education^  a»  of  virtuoug  principles,  their  whole  lives  are 
devoted  fo  profligacy  and  immorality  of  every  kind.  Their 
pride,  their  prejudices,  ignorance,  extravagance,  poverty,  and 
fawning  liabit$  in  a  miserable  court,  have  brought  tln^m  into 
the  nno»t  disgraceful  state  of  moral  degradation.  Maintaining 
la^^  retinues,  and  ket^ping  up  large  establishments*  of  jwrvants, 
who  are  fed  upon  rice  and  bacolhao  (salt  fish),  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  Portuguese  noblesse  drag  on  an  ignomi- 
nious existence,  without  ecaieely  pos^e^eing  the  incaos  of  pur- 
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cbasiDg  for  themselves  the  Inzuries  of  life.  Since  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  constitutional  system,  the  independent  shopkeepers 
of  Lisbon  can  scarcely  be  ever  induced  to  give  credit  to  tim 
haughty  class  of  tided  beg^rs;  and  even  medical  practi- 
tioners are  shy  in  attending  their  summons,  since  fine  words 
without  fees  would  be  their  certain  remuneration. 

It  is  scarcely  two  years  since,  that  a  native  Portuguese 
physician  obtained,  at  length,  as  he  flattered  himself,  eminent 
and  valuable  practice  in  Lisbon,  his  attendance  being  required 
at  the  houses  of  nearly  all  the  invalid  fidalghos.  Although  it 
is  the  custom  that  the  carriage  of  the  sick  person  should  be 
always  sent  to  bring  the  physician  or  surgeon  when  he  is 
required,  this  unfortunate  gentieman  found  it  more  convenient, 
perhaps  more  stylish,  to  set  up  his  own  sige^  at  an  annual 
expense  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds*  Being  a 
man  of  considerable  ability,  bis  services  soon  became  in  uni- 
versal requisition,  and  the  inexperienced  observer  would 
thence  have  concluded  that  he  was  rapidly  rising  to  fame  and 
fortune ;  but  no  such  thing.  After  a  short  career  of  ill- 
requited  fatigue,  he  was  seized  by  a  fever  of  the  brain,  which 
proved  fatal  after  a  few  days  suffering ;  but  previously  to  his 
death,  he  revealed  the  fact  to  his  distressed  family,  that  during 
the  whole  period  of  his  medical  practice  in  Lisbon,  he  had 
never  received  one  fee  fi^m  the  higher  classes,  in  whose  sick 
chambers  his  whole  time  almost  had  been  consumed.  He 
left  his  widow  and  his  four  children,  at  his  death,  in  a  state  of 
the  utmost  destitution.  His  books,  furniture,  s^,  and  mules, 
brought  in  but  a  very  small  and  inadequate  sum  to  meet  the 
wants  of  his  helpless  relic  and  her  poor  fatherless  children. 
In  searching  amongst  the  papers  of  the  deceased,  a  Ust  was 
found  by  some  friends  of  those  persons  whom  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  attending,  and  ui^nt  applications  were  imme- 
diately made  to  those  quarters  for  some  part,  however  small  it 
might  be,  of  the  remuneration  due  for  the  services  which  he 
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had  rendered.  ALi> !  the  appeal  was  made  in  vain, — for  it 
was  made  to  fidalglios ;  and  they  bad  neither  the  heart  nor 
iIh?  priocipfe  that  mig-ht  iDclitue  them  to  listen  to  the  widow's 
cry,  and  to  sotisfy  the  claims  of  justice,  She  is  now  living 
wiUi  her  children  in  Lisbon,  unnoticed,  unaided,  Hiid  tnipiiied^ 
in  the  depth  of  cheerless  poverty  and  despair,  for  which  there 
seems  no  prainiac?  of  any  alleviation. 

One  need  not,  aJ\er  this  anecdote,  insist  further  in  the  com- 
parative estimate  of  character  between  the  dcKpiHed  Gatician 
and  the  unprincipled  fidalgho.  But  etiU  truth  demands  that 
it  ftUould  he  further  slated  of  Ihix  cinsi*,  that  they  are  the 
natural  enemies  to  every  attempted  improvement  in  thestatCr 
which  might  have  the  effect  of  diminishing,  or  prejudicing  in 
any  way,  their  aristocratical  privileges;  and  that  every  bill 
almost,  which  ha*  received  the  sanction  of  the  lower  chamber, 
having  for  its  object  the  introduction  of  some  eniighlercd 
and  liberal  niL^iuiurc,  or  the  repeal  uf  ^nwe  antiquated  und 
obnoxious  law,  has  by  their  contrivance  been  defeated,  and 
thrown  out  by  l)ie  upper  house. 

The  pergonal  appearance  of  the  fidalghos  is  not  more 
attiiictive  tlian  their  moral  and  political  principles.  While 
the  lower  claA^»,  with  whom  one  jostle*  in  the  streets  of 
Livbon,  have  rather  a  fine  and  manly  appearance,  far  beyond 
ttiat  of  the  higher  at  till  events,  the  stature,  gait,  and 
physiognomy  of  the  fidalgho,  are  in  the  highest  degree  mean 
and  repulsive.  The  unethereal  mould  of  visage,  the  beanUcss 
eye  and  uiiintellectual  mien,  and  listless  m^mner  of  tliose  to 
whom  a  sternness  of  couuteimncc  has  not  given  a  semblance 
of  something  worse,  lead  instantly  to  the  persuasion  that  the 
nobles  of  Portugal  are,  in  a  large  proportion,  as  destitute  of 
mind  as  of  manly  beauty.  Well  may  the  members  of  such 
a  community  i)e  characterized  as  "a  litltc  lower  than  the 
angelsT' 

As  a  specimen  of  Portuguese  pride,  veracity,  and  inveterate 
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allachiutnt  to  the  offence*  even  of  his  ovm  country,  receive 
Uie  fullawjng  Einecdule: — A  youn)^  Lisbon  daudy  replied,  the 
other  day,  to  an  observation  that  the  tilth  and  stench  of  the 
streets  had  become  intolerable,  and  that  the  ordeal  of  dis- 
gusting odours  through  which  wc  had  daily  to  make  our  way 
to  tlit^  diniKT-tabl^ii  of  hospitable  friends,  produced  such  an 
effect  upon  the  palate  and  olfactory  nerves,  that,  however 
grand  the  furniture  of  the  house,  unc)  however  delicate  the 
viands  on  tlic  tabic  mi^ht  be,  yet  everything  both  flmelt  and 
tasted  of  tlie  volatile  miasmata  infecting  the  atnioftphere, — 
by  saying  thai,  for  his  part,  when  he  was  in  London,  it  was 
the  abseiice  of  that  filth,  and  tiie  want  of  those  ameils  of 
which  we  complained,  thai  had  rendered  his  residence  in  our 
metro|njIis  so  disagreeable  and  uncomfortable  to  him.  "No 
passion/'  as  Southcy  says»  "mukc8  a  man  a  liar  »o  easily 
as  vanity." 

Wc  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaimng  introductions  lo  the 
houses  of  several  very  enlightened  merchants,  whose  ready 
and  valuable  informaliou  has  been  more  welcome  than  even 
their  liberal  and  agreeable  hospitalities.  It  is  in  this  class 
of  persons  that  all  the  moral  worth,  intellect,  integrity,  in- 
duF>try,  and  mL-ntal  lUumimitiou  to  be  found  in  the  country, 
arc  concentrated*  Subsequent  experience  of  the  high  prin* 
eiples  of  honour  and  rectitude,  as  well  as  public  viriue  of  the 
L*ortuguese  merchants,  will,  1  am  satisfied,  only  contirm  the 
conviction,  founded  upon  this  short  acquaintance  with  tlie 
pre*emiuent  qualities  by  which  they  are  distinguished,  that 
no  mercantile  community  in  the  whole  world  can  be  more 
entitled  to  e&teem  and  confidence  than  the  body  of  native 
merchants  established  in  the  trading  towns  of  Purtugid*  With 
reference  to  the  friendly  reception  which  we  have  received  froflk 
many  of  them,  and  the  interesting  communications  with  which 
we  have  been  favoured,  itcan  only  be  said,  in  the  droll  language 
of  the  elegant  and  cla^ical  traveller  in  the  West  Indies,  that — 
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"  these  things  do  not  pass  fram  my  mind,  as  aome  do  from  my 
body;  they  have  a  post^exifitent  life  with  me;  and  I  refer  lo 
them  rre({iiently  in  my  retTDspection  of  scenes  passed,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  contrast  and  !;imilitadc,  or  the  reviving  of 
my  f^t(;ful  nflfLclioni;/* 

The  mutual  affection  and  kindliness  evinced  lovrarda 
each  uthcr,  in  such  ramilieft  wliere  it  has  l)een  my  good 
fortune  to  vii^it,  have  been  remarkably  striking  and  plea»- 
inj^.  So,  perhapj4,  wa^  the  feeling  ^nd  custom  of  the  oldeit 
time  -with  us,  before  Fashion  pronounced  her  tmpcrative  ana- 
thema»  and  began  ''  naso  fiuspendere  adunco'*  ag-^insi  the 
genuine  exprea^on  of  the  emotions  of  the  heart. 

Foa*  the  private  and  domestic  systenij  however,  of  living 
adopted  in  Portuguese  houses,  as  I  am  informed,  for  such 
ho^ktality  h'<A3*  never  been  shown  to  us  iu  any  one  iustancer 
an  Englishman  could  have  no  possible  taste;  and  perhaps  this 
is  one  of  the  real  causes  that  Englishmen  are  so  seldom 
admitted  to  witness  the  privacy  and  domestic  economy  of 
Portuguese  families  in  general. 

A  Portuguese  economist  appears  to  have  attained  to  the 
vilu:ib1e  art  of  feeding  the  largest  given  proportion  of  human 
beings  with  the  smallest  conceivable  quantity  of  sustentaticus 
matter.  "  In  fact,"  says  the  Rambler^  "the  habits  of  life 
among  the  two  people/'  (speaking  of  Portuguese  and  English 
society,)  "are  so  different,  that  ihe  intrusion  of  a  stranger 
would  perhaps  involve  a  greater  disturbance  of  the  usual 
routine  of  existence,  than  it  is  fair  to  expect  they  should  incur 
upon  the  claim  of  a  common  letter  of  recommendation."  A 
dish  of  yellow-looking  bacalhao,  the  worst  supposabte  speci- 
men of  our  saltings  in  Newlbnndland;  a  platter  of  compact, 
black,  greasy,  dirty-looking  rice;  a  pounds  if  so  much,  of  poor 
hairiedmeat;  a  certain  proportion  of  hard-boiled  bccC  that 
has  never  seen  the  ^altim^-pan,  having  already  yielded  all  its 
Pori,  k 
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nutritions  qualities  to  a  swinging  tureen  of  Spartan  wmp,  find 
now  requiring  the  accompaniment  of  a  satellite  tongue,  or 
I'ju  inlly  slice  of  Lamego  bacon,  to  impfirt  n  mmall  reIi»K  to 
it;  potatoes  of  leaden  continuity;  dumpling*;  of  adamantine 
contexture,  that  Carthaginian  vinegar  itself  might  fifiil  to  dis- 
fiolve ;  with  offensive  vegetables*,  and  a  something  in  a  round 
shape,  said  to  be  impnrted  from  Holland,  and  calked  cltcL-sr, 
but  more  like  the  unyielding  rock  of  flint  in  the  tenacity  of  its 
impenetrable  Aubfilance;  a  small  t[iiantity  of  ivjy  rfw*itf  wine; 
abundance  of  water ;  and  an  awful  army  of  red  ants,  probably 
imported  from  the  BrasiU  in  the  wood  of  which  the  rhaii^  and 
tables  are  made,  hurrying  across  tht'  cloth  with  charaeteri&tic 
industry; — such  are  the  priucipal  features  of  the  quiet  family 
dinner-table  of  the  Portuguese- 

-  The  crassitude,  the  pinguid  gravity  of  such  entries,  would, 
as  an  agreeable  writer  observes,  "  make  a  man  of  delicate 
stomach  and  feeble  digestion  heavily  repent  of  having  adven- 
tured upon  the  hardships  of  such  an  Arabia  Peiri^a  hoepi' 
tality;"  to  do  justice  to  which,  it  might  be  added,  in  all  fair 
calculation  of  proportionable  powers,  that  the  etcam-cnginc 
force  of  an  ostrich's  stomach,  or  the  iron  digr.stion  of  a  turkey, 
could  alone  be  adequate.  Besides,  the  tapestrj-eovercd 
chairs  aru  ollt-n  nio^l  inconveniently  pre-*:>ccupied  by  crowd* 
of  company,  that,  intruding  themselves  unbidden  into  the  most 
J  ititimale   acquaintance  with   the    perfu>n   of  thp   nnf uluuate 

)  guei^ti  leave  him  no  other  alternative^  alter  sundry  contortion* 

[  of  body,  than  to  sfcuie  his  hoiitmr  by  a  hasty  retreat  from  the 

seat  of  combat.  Again,  ''fighting  singly  with  the  beasts  at 
Epliesus,'*  as  an  irreverent  wit  obstTves,  "would  have  been 
mercy  and  fair  play  to  the  unequal  contest  which  one  has  to 
maintain,  from  sunrise  till  long  after  sunset  at  night,  in  Lisbon, 
with  the  infcTnal  flying  brigade  of  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of 
flics,  and  chief  uriginalur  and   manufacturer  of  this  Egyptian 
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■plagtie."  What  small  portion  of  tlic  wasting  traveller  may 
have  survived  the  attacks  of  pcsscvajos  and  mosquitoes,  conli- 
nncd  imrcmittingly  throug'h  the  livelong  nighty  fails  Ihc  certain 
Tuorning  prey  of  savage  hordes  of  winged  insects,  who  rush  to 
tiicir  booty  with  the  strength  of  giants  refreshed  by  ^lecp,  and 
consummate  the  faie  of  the  hapless  sufferer 

The  meat  m»M  in  the  shambles  of  Lisbon  is*  poor  <ind  jnire- 
lesft;  and  no  better,  no  more  acceptable  present  can  be  made 
to  an  inhabitant  rvf  the  Luailanian  metropobs,  than  a  side  of 
beef  firom  Porto  by  the  steamer,  or  a  leg  of  mutton  from  one 
of  the  Falmouth  packet** ;  to  which  latter  should  there  be 
added  by  any  accident  a  Cheshire  cheese,  or  a  tub  of  Dorset* 
sliire  butter,  the  happiness,  the  lu.vurious  enjoyment  of  a  large 
family  i»  ensured  for  a  month,  the  Portuguese  themselves 
Admitting  the  occasional  suspension  of  the  use  of  oil  ia 
domeEitic  cookery  to  be  an  agreeable  change.  In  eomaequeiice 
of  the  Lisbon  butchers  not  allowing  the  carcase  of  the 
slaughtered  animal  to  bleed  freely,  before  the  joint"^  are  taken 
off,  and  the  meat  delivered  to  the  consumer,  it  very  soon  turns 
to  a  putrescent  state;  though  indeed  it  might  be  expected 
that  it  would  sjH'edily^  under  any  circumstances  and  with  all 
ihc  care  possible,  contract  a  taint  from  the  violent  heat  of  the 
climate.  No  exhibition  can  be  conceived  more  horrid  and 
revolting  than  the  public  exposure  in  the  butchers*  carts,  con- 
tinually met  in  the  streets,  of  the  bodies  of  the  slaughlercd 
animaU,  »till  reeking  in  their  gore,  and  appearing  more  fit  for 
the  dog-kennel  than  for  the  use  of  human  beings. 

The  maximum  of  heat  at  Lisbon  is  ascertained  to  be  much 
faighiir  than  (hat  ever  experienced  at  Rio  Janeiro,  in  Brazil; 
^ugh  the  mean  temperature,  taken  in  the  latter  city,  is 
known  always  to  exceed,  by  a  considerable  number  of 
degrees,  that  of  the  former, 

Notwit.h^landing  tlie  effects  produced  by  the  ardent  beam^s 
of  tbe  6un  upon  men*  and  almost  every  animal  excepting  the 
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mule,  tlic  LihIxiq  dogs  seem  to  luxuriate  uiiiler  the  violeiici?  ol' 
the  licatf  aud  to  avoid  the  shady  sides  ol  the  Htrecta,  thougfb 
the  thermoDieter  of  Fabn^nheit  should  indicate  the  stale  oi 
tlic  atmosphere  to  be  at  1 10  degrees ;  and  scarcely  an  inatancc 
uf  canine  madness  indeed  is  ever  known  to  occur.  Certain 
trades  and  profeaaions,  such  as  grocers  and  shoemakers,  arc 
coEiipt'lIt^l  by  law  to  keep  at  their  dcx>rs  small  sunken  cisterns, 
which  arc  confilaiitly  replenished  with  water  for  the  use  of 
these  animals,  who,  Kinee  Junot's  bloody  edict  a^nst  theui 
htus  ceased  to  have  effect,  and  the  restoration  of  the  city  to  the 
unintCTTuptcd  enjoyment  of  its  "  priesthood  and  doghood" 
juid  fiith,  seem  to  have  recovered  their  former  numerical 
strength. 

From  tlie  window  of  our  Iwlgiiigs  iu  the  Rua  Sati  Fnindsco, 
wc  used  to  amuse  oiirfielve^  with  watchin)^  the  habits  Lind  modes 
of  a  dozen  of  ihcsc  creaturea,  to  whom  that  district  appeared 
to  belong  exclusively,  and  which  no  other  dog  dared  to 
intrude  upon  hut  at  his  pt?rd.  Kven  a  stranger,  eaasunlly 
pairing  with  hJM  master  through  the  street,  was  quite  sure  to 
receive  a  inovt  uncourteons  reception  froin  the  whole  troop, 
and  often  carried  away  with  him  personal  marks  of  their  dis- 
pleasure. There  seems  U*  be  a  sort  of  instinctive  compact 
rjitablishcd  between  any  given  number  of  these  eeavcngera,  to 
enter  upou  and  retain  in  fee  ihe  peculiiir  poss-esslon  of  a  cer- 
lain  extent  of  street;  and,  as  nii^'ht  be  supposed,  the  ballot 
jbr  the  admission  of  u  new  member  into  (he  club  is  conducted 
with  the  utmost  possible  acrimony.  Noble  descent,  and  a 
goodly  outward  appearance,  do  not  in  these  case*  a[)pear  to 
have  that  influence  in  determining  the  election,  as  such  reeom- 
mciidations  are  known  to  have  in  the  judgment  of  certain 
associations  in  England. 

The  canine  confederacy,  basking  m  tlie  sun  under  our 
window*,  or  upon  the  dunghill  by  the  principal  entrance  into 
the  Franciscan  convent,  which  is  opposite,  consists  of  curs  of 
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higli  and  of  low  degree;  sonic  without  a  tail;  others  with 
th<!ir  ear*  «horn,  or  an  eye  losi  in  battle ;  simie  lame,  dragging 
a  broken  leg  after  them,  pcrh&p^t,  in  addition,  writhing  under 
the  mange^  and  prcnnng  their  antiquity  by  thu  leanness  of 
their  condition;  poodles,  who  knew  a  master  sixteen  long 
years  since;  pointers,  who  have  bet*n  fixer!  to  iho  Stiine  spot 
during  the  tenth  part  of  a  century;  and  others  who,  from  Ibc 
variety  in  their  colour  and  ditferenee  of  &liu])e,  can  boast  no 
common  origin.  Such  is  the  character  of  the  motley  gTx>i]p  of 
dogs  a*«embled  together  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rua  San 
Francisco^  During  the  day,  one  is  constantly  molested  by 
the  yelpings  and  growlings  and  sn^irlings  of  the  pack,  when-' 
ever  a  carriage  or  horse  pass  rapidly  along,  or  the  permanent 
possession  of  their  territory  Eoems  cndanfjercd;  and  in  the 
pight  one  is  agreeably  serenaded  by  the  domestic  broils  of 
the  vitplant  cabal  over  the  offerings  made,  to  the  grt^t  danger 
of  the  passenger,  from  the  upper  windows  of  the  bouses,  to 
noctiva^nt  Cloacina,  The  singular  cry  of  one  old  (gentleman, 
who,  from  infirmity,  was  not  so  ready  as  his  brethren  in 
joining  the  feast,  still  tingles  in  my  ear: — 

Intr|{rnt,  *^  mfritu  )ntj«  lort  qantibiw  implot. 
How  the  variouft  breed*  are  continued  in  exiatenee,  is  a 
matter  of  perfect  conjecture;  for,  like  the  gipsies,  they  pass 
tlidr  whole  time  in  the  open  air,  but  without  a  ahelter  of  any 
kind.  Yet  for  this  nomad  tribe  of  curs  the  Portuguese  enter- 
tain the  most  religious  commiseration,  and  no  one  is  found  to 
do  them  an  intcniional  injury.  When  the  French  decreed 
theirextinction.no  native  executioner  could  be  procured  to 
put  the  exterminating  law  into  force;  nay.  the  very  measure 
excited  the  popular  indignation.  The  chief  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  canine  associations  hare  been  inhabitants  of 
the  country  lying  contiguous  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Tapiis, 
opposite    Lisbon,   whose   masters,   towards   the   appmachit**' 
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season  for  tbc  maturity  of  the  gmpcs,  of  which  the  dogs  are 
exceedingly  fiitid,  have  trutisportcd  them  acro^  the  water^ 
und  abandoned  them  to  their  fate  in  the  streets  of  Lisbon; 
and  it  ia  but  seldum  that  they  are  ever  thouglit  of  agum  by 
their  owners. 

The  scuoe  daily  beheld  in  the  Rua  San  Francisco, — where^ 
by  the  bye,  the  British  ambassador  resides,  and  tbc  bankGr.. 
pcir  wcW/fic't,  of  the  city*  (a  gentleman  whose  piirsie  is  as 
large,  as  his  benevolence  and  high  character  are  widely 
acknowledged  by  all  the  distinguished  circles  of  hi*  numerous 
friends  and  acquaintance,) — presents  such  a  combination  of 
curioufi  circumstances,  that  ihey  really  merit  a  minute  dctaih 

The  chapel  of  the  convent  has  never  been  finished,  and  oilers 
another  instance — beyond  skeleton  houses^  seen  everywhere, 
and  public  building-s  left  incomplete. — of  the  grand  designs 
KUggCKted,  after  the  earthquake,  by  Portuguese,  or,  as  some 
would  say,  English  architects,  and  of  the  total  inudequateness 
of  the  means  possessed  to  do  them  justice.  A  parly  of  friars 
were  seen  lounging  all  day  long  upon  the  steps  of  the  portal, 
looking  out  for  funerals,  which  were  continually  arriving,  and 
most  indecently  concluded,  as  we  were  often  eye-wituesse-s  of 
ourselves,  within  the  walls  of  the  convent ;  or  for  people  coming 
to  confession  and  mass,  and  for  the  performance  of  otlicr  peni- 
tential offices ;  —  beggars  reclining, or  delivering  themselves  from 
certain  unwelcome  and  troublesome  companions,  beneath;  a 
large  heap  of  ruins  accumulated  from  the  period  of  the  earth- 
qnakc,  to  the  riorth  of  the  stepn,  where  a  few  half-starved 
goati^,  who  supply  the  neighbourhood  with  milk,  ("  Lac  mihi 
non  a^ntate  novum/*)  pick  up  a  scanty  subsistence  upon  refuse 
vegetables,  and  where  every  common  passenger  in  the  public 
view  yields  to  the  calls  of  nature ;  the  occasional  procession 
of  the  host,  honoured  by  the  kneeling  multitude;  s^ges  filled 
with  fat  friars;  Gallegtis  with  their  many-coloured  water- 
barrels  ;    fruit-women  and  dealers  in  palitos,  bacalhao,  vege- 
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toJiIcs.  sardinhas.  aii<l  fish  fresh  from  the  Taguf*;  cstafetlcs 
Ka3(tenijig  lo  the  amba-'wacinr's  floor;  strings  of  saucy-looking 
muleteers;  and  a  demure  duenna  now  and  then  seen  carcfuliy 
guarding  her  fail- charge  tliroitgh  ihe  streets;  and  HoinetiNies 
ft  monk  in  a  stale  of  intoxicution,  with  a  rubble  of  boys  at  his 
lieels; — these  arc  the  passing  objeots  that  render  a  rfshltiioe 
in  this  street  m  highly  diverting,  not  to  omit  mention  of  our 
grini-vi^agt'd  Irish  Imidhidy,  of  whosie  iron  rule  in  domestic 
matters  we  have  often  »toodin  the  utmofit  dread.  Yet  with  all 
her  severity  of  physiognomy  and  aseetie  vit^ws  of  religion,  and 
eternal  reprimand  of  her  poor  scnant  girl,  honesty  and  clctm- 
linesH  are  not  the  least  obvious  of  her  good  qualities;  and  it 
wouUI  be  injustice  not  to  admit  that  her  house  otters,  in  its 
comrort  and  neatness^  a  delightful  contrast  to  th«  filth  and 
abf^cnec  of  all  propriety  by  which  the  generality  of 
*or1uguese  hoii!*es  are  diNtinguished,  however  beautifal  and 
frequently  grand  their  outward  masonrj'  work  may  appear. 

The  arrangement  of  rooms  in  a  Portuguese  house  is,  we  have 
observed,  extremely  intricate ;  the  whole  of  the  interior  being 
cut  up  into  small  rooms,  approached  by  narrow  and  awkward 
passages.  The  bed-rooms  generally  have  their  wainscots 
liued,  about  four  feet  above  the  snrbase^  with  painted  tiles, 
for  the  sake,  it  \s  to  bo  presumed,  of  greater  coolness;  hut 
the  floorings  also  of  all  the  apartments  should  be  covered  with 
them,  instead  of  being,  as  they  arc,  tioarded  and  thickly 
carpeted,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  promote  the  breed  of  fleas 
and  generate  greater  heat. 

Something  like  a  common  sewer  is  now  being  formt^d 
towards  the  end  of  the  street,  which  is  to  be  carried  down  the 
neighbouring  declivity,  and  is  to  open  into  the  Tagus;  and  I 
bclicsT  this  unexampled  operation  is  conducted  at  the  cvpen^^ 
of  a  private  individual. 

I  have  in  vaiji  in(|uircd  for  aonrie  books  of  Portuguese 
bbtory,  and  travellers'  tours  in  the  country,  wherex^nth  to 
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beguile  the  moniiDgs,  when  the  heat  is  too  violent  to  put  one's ' 
nose  out  of  doors,  and  by  an  effort  of  poetical  fancy, — 

Sole  sub  Brdenti  reflonat  via  stnU  cicadia; 

by  which  last  term  is  meant  to  be  signified  the  busy  hum  of  the 
myriads  of  winged  insects  that  are  heard  sporting  and  wheel- 
ing under  (to  them)  the  invigorating  influence  of  an  almost 
vertical  sun.  But  as  for  books  of  information  and  amusement, 
the  worthy  father  inquisitors,  whose  bloody  tribunal,  thank 
God!  is  now  in  the  dust,  have  taken  good  care  that  there 
should  be  little  public  taste ;  and  accordingly  the  traveller  had 
better  bring  his  books  of  utility  with  him  to  Lisbon,  for  there 
are  none  to  be  had  there  of  any  modern  reputation. 

On  the  wall  of  this  Franciscan  convent  of  which  we  have 
been  speaking,  there  is  a  large  black  cross  affixed,  and  under 
it  a  legendary  inscription,  in  Portuguese,  that  bespeaks  the 
credulity  of  the  devotee  to  the  monkish  narrative  of  the  fate 
of  a  Portuguese  man  of  war,  which  in  the  year  1602,  (during 
the  period,  you  will  remark^  of  the  Spanish  usurpation  of  the 
Lusitanian  crown,  when  church  fahles  were  as  common  in 
Portugal  as  Castilian  whiskers,)  was  by  the-  mismanagement 
of  the  pilot  driven  ashore,  or  wrecked  upon  some  rocks  near 
Macao,  in  the  bay  of  Canton.  In  this  emergency,  it  graciously 
pleased  Saint  Francis  to  appear  v^th  discipline  in  hand, — 

Nee  deuH  interait  nUi  digaua  vindice  nodus 
Jnciderit- 

but,  we  would  ask,  would  it  not  quite  as  well  have  suited  the 
object  of  this  dramatic  piece,  if  our  kind-hearted  friend  St. 
Nicholas,  the  ancient,  the  avowed,  the  legitimate  protector  of 
seamen,  had  been  employed  on  the  occasion ;  for,  according 
to  Hospinian,  at  a  memorable  moment  this  saint  of  Myra — 

' cum  turbine  aoutse 

Depr^ii  Cilices  m&gDo  clajnore  rocarent 
Niculni  rirentii  opem  descendere  quiaaia 
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Coelitum  vibiu  saacU  sub  iroagm  patris  , 

Qui  freta  depuUo  fecjt  placidusima  vento. 

However,  if  there  was  really  oa  board  the  Portuguese  vessel 
a  chaplaiu  of  the  FraDciscan  order,  it  is  not  so  much  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  our  good  saint,  who  has  the  reputation  of 
being  Neptune's  younger  brother,  should  be  overlooked-  Well 
then!  St.  Francis's  discipline  was  suddenly  and  miraculously 
extended  into  an  inconceirable  length,  and  by  the  sailors 
wound  round  the  ship,  and  handed  to  the  assistant  saint,  who 
immediately  drew  the  vessel,  i  la  Munchausen,  off  the  rocks, 
and  placed  it  in  a  situation  of  security.  The  discipline  imme" 
diately  separated  into  an  infinity  of  relics,  and  this  identical 
cross  was  made  from  the  ship's  timbers ! — Credat  Judtsus. 

By  the  bye,  talking  of  Jews,  the  race  does  not  appear  to  be- 
extinct  at  Lisbon,  either  morally  or  physically.     There  are,  it 
must  be  admitted,  a  great  many  of  that  nation  here,  who  arei 
highly  respected  for  their  probity  and  integrity,  and  with  whom ' 
one  might  deal  without  incurring  the  hazard  of  being  plun- 
dered of  one  a  jewels,  of  gold  and  of  silver.     We  are  informed, 
however,  that  the  race  is  still  considered,  in  all  the  folly  of  old 
Romish  times,  a  proscribed  caste,  and  that  the  odious  distinc- 
tion between  the  classes  of  new  and  old  Christian  is  main-, 
tained  at  this  period  with  as  much  inveteracy  as  ever.    The; 
effect  of  repeated  proscriptions  and  auto  da  f6a  is  certainly 
not  evidenced  by  the  annihQation  of  this  outcast  multitude 
within  the  limits  of  Portugal*     Perhaps,  originally  it  was  the 
fabled  gold  of  the  Tagus  which  attracted  them  hither  in  such 
great  numbers,  and  the  general  persuasion  indeed  is,  that  tiie 
yellow  sands  of  this  royal  river  did  actually  once  produce  suffi.* 
dent  gokl  to  m^e  a  magnificent  crown  and  sceptre  fijr  the. 
amiable  bands  of  that  patriot  sovereign,  the  good  King  Denis. 

Much  cannot  be  said  in  fiivout  of  the  police  of  Lisbon ;  nay, 
it  if  evident  that  there  is  quite  as  much  ignorance^  laxity  of  da-". 
cipUoe,  and  shamefiil  corruptrai'  in^  Aat  department  as  in 
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Others  of  tlie  Rovemment.  Our  officers  are  openly  inRuIled  in 
the  streets  by  the  muleteers,  and  it  is  useless  for  them  to 
make  any  complaint.  It  ^as  only  a  few  nights  since  that 
a  youngs  English  othcer,  who  bad  lately  joined  his  rcgi* 
ment  in  Portu^),  and  wa^  returning  home  on  his  best  horse 
from  the  opera,  and  in  his  dress  regimentals,  was  stopped 
near  Sacavem  by  four  Makrvaths,  (supposed  to  be  expatriated 
Constitutionalists  from  SpainJ  and  robbed  of  every  thing  but 
his  shirt  and  pocket-hand  kerchief,  with  which  the  brigands 
bound  his  hands,  and  then  left  him  to  his  fate.  A  shrug  of 
the  Intendants  shoulders  was  a  sufficient  proof  that  either  he 
could  not  or  would  not  cti'cclually  interfere  to  procure  the 
restoration  of  the  property  lost.  E.v  um  ilisce  omncs.  Military 
men  have  many  such  anecdotes  to  relate  of  Portuguese  magis- 
trates and  robbers-  Murders,  however,  are  not  of  such  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  the  streets  of  Lisbon  as  \a  represented. 
Though  the  whole  distance  from  the  Largo  San  Carlos  to 
Buenos  Ayres  is  every  night  left  in  utter  darkness,  save  the 
glimmering  light  from  some  street-shhne,  which  only  ^iervcK 
to  make  that  darkness  visible,  one  might,  with  ccjual  convic- 
tion of  personal  safety  from  the  attacks  of  an  assassin,  walk 
through  that  length  of  street^  as  one  would  at  the  same  hour 
take  a  similar  walk  in  London. 

The  streets  of  Lisbon  are  generally  very  steep,  and  there- 
fore it  is  advisable  to  visit  ihe  different  parts  of  the  town  in  a 
sfge  or  cabriolet,  which  may  be  hired  by  the  half,  or  for  the 
whole  day,  at  the  rate  of  about  sbcleen  fihillings-  In  the  vig- 
nette you  see  one  creeping  up  a  hilly  street,  the  length  of 
which  has  afflicted  the  mules  as  well  as  the  driver  with  a  fit  of 
dTow?«iness,  Grotesque  as  its  figure  appears,  it  is  notwith- 
standing a  luxurious  accommodation,  when  compared  with  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  walking  up  and  down  the  tedious  steep 
gtreetsof  the  city,  under  the  influence  of  a  burning  sun.  It» 
construction  is  admirably  adapted  to  meet  the  inequalities  of 
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ground  upon  wliicti  tlie  city  is  placed.  The  seat  is  suiiporidcd 
off  the  axlctrce»  by  which  means  the  jolts  of  the  wlieel?«  on  the 
rough  pavement  are  almost  iinpcrce)>tible  within  the  vehicle, 
which  preserves  nearly  a  perpendicular  or  npright  position, 
wlwfiher  upon  the  ascent  or  the  descent.  Two  curtains  close 
in  front  of  the  s^gc  to  keep  out  Ihe  rain  or  heat;  and  consider- 
ing; lUat  uo  other  sort  of  carriage  cijuld  be  uficd  up  and  duwu 
the  streets  of  Lisbon,  the  traveller  has  good  rca-son  to  congra- 
tulate himself  ii|>on  the  happy  mvciilion  of  which  you  have 
the  representation  below. 
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LETTER  IV. 


After  ft  rough  and  unpleaaant  voyage  of  two  hours  od  tbe  Tagus,  we  landod 
at  Lubon.  I  rejoiced  &t  finding  myself  upon  terra  firma ;  and  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  rooming  I  wbb  awakened  by  an  earthquake,  and  heard  the  bouse  cnck 
over  my  head.  Southbt. 


I^sbon,  1B27* 
The  southern  part  of  Portugal,  and  particularly  the  city  and 
neighbourhood  of  Lisbon,  it  is  well  known,  are  frequently  sub- 
ject to  the  visitation  of  earthquakes.  They  generally  occur 
between  the  months  of  October  and  April,  and  usually  after  a 
Yery  dry  and  hot  summer,  and  immediately  upon  the  falling  of 
the  first  rains,  which  compose  the  principal  feature  of  a  Por* 
tuguese  winter.  Slight  shocks  of  earthquake  are  experienced 
almost  annually:  indeed  their  frequency,  and  the  numerous 
mineral  springs  of  hot  water  which  abound  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  country,  would  induce  the  supposition,  that  the 
whole  of  Portugal  extends  over  the  breadth  of  an  immense 
volcano,  whose  internal  fires  are  by  no  means  yet  extin- 
guished, but  from  time  to  time  reveal  their  existence  by  sub- 
terranean convulsions*  There  are  no  less  than  seventeen 
earthquakes  recorded  to  have  occurred  in  the  annals  of  Por- 
tugal, and  which  were  attended  by  circumstances  of  morB  or 
less  horror,  and  marked  by  ravages  more  or  less  extensive. 
Those  of  1531,  of  1699,  and  of  1755,  appear  to  have  been 
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tlio  most  ficv-crc.  and  to  have  been  followeii  by  tlic  most  fatal 
couM:L|ucnL-^s.  Tbe  years  1761,  1796,  and  1807,  were  ren- 
dered remarkable  by  the  occurrence  of  earthquakes;  but 
wliich,  thuugh  ftir  the  sliort  period  of  their  durntion  they  were 
extremely  violent,  occasioned  no  very  ^reat  extent  of  kjury. 
^l^  the  i>]jiiiiork  orm-iny  persons,  the  perpendicular  shake  prx»* 
duced  by  an  earthquake  indicatCB  the  presence  of  the  greater 
degree  of  danger^  whereaii  the  uiidulatory  motion  is  said  to  be 
but  seldom  the  precursor  of  similar  devastation  ;  and  it  is  as-* 
iterteii  that  ilie  raort  numerous  and  irequeiit  ihe  light  shocks 
arc,  the  less  reason  will  there  be  to  apprehend  the  approach 
u(  one  of  greater  violence,  and  affecHng  a  larger  surface  of 
earth.  What  renders  these  calanijticH  the  more  awful,  when 
they  do  occur  wiili  any  vehement  force  and  agitation,  U,  that 
they  arc  almost  always  accompanied  by  the  most  destructive 
conflagrations;  thus  addiug  anotlier  dreadful  scourge  to  the 
alarming  phenomena  of  nature,  which  distinguish  thar  ori- 
gin, progrtjfis,  and  effect. 

Some  great  philosophers,  it  may  be  recollected,  have  di* 
vided  the  several  kinds  of  cartbqaakes*  in  determining  the 
character  of  the  vibration  to  be  twofold,  that  of  a  tremor,  and 
that  of  a  pulse,  or  alternate  cxpani«ion  and  contraction.  The 
first  i:^  an  horizontal  or  undulatory  motion,  in  alternate  o^cilia- 
tiODS,  if  the  terms  may  be  allowed,  and  may  be  compared 
to  the  shaking  oi'  a  person  in  an  ague.  The  other  is  marked 
by  a  perpendicular  motion,  or  a  heaving  up  and  falling 
doWDt-^similar  to  the  appearance  of  waves  in  a  state  of  com- 
motionr  or  of  boiling  water.  It  t^  in  this  latter  kind  of  earth- 
quake that  cities,  with  their  populaiions,  are  swallowed  np> 
and  whole  districts  indeed  arc  known  to  have  been  engulfed. 

The  effect  of  the  earthquake  at  Lisbon,  which  look  place  m 
the  reign  of  Joseph  I-  on  the  let  of  No\'ember,  1755,  wa» 
felt  in  various  parts  of  Europe  and  Africa,  and  in  the  Atlantic 
oeean^    It  is  recorded  that,  nearly  about  the  «ame  hour  of  the 
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day  in  which  the  is^reater  part  of  Lisbon  wm  overthmwn,  cu- 
rious phenomena,  in  proof  of  Aomc  ^eat  convulsion  of  nature 
having  taken  place,  were  observed  in  various  pans  of  Eng- 
land,— in  the  mines  of  Cornwall,  in  Berkshire,  and  at  Kirby 
Lonsdale,  tn  West  more  luntl.  The  lake  of  WiiiajKlennen?  wax 
a^tatcd  in  a  v<!ry  extraordinary  manner,  and  for  an  instant 
the  water  ro*e  seven  feelj  but  tiooii  sal>sided  to  '\u  funner  level- 
Two  fifthemien»  who  were  in  a  boat  near  the  edge  of  the  Utkc 
repairing  their  Ashing- tackle,  found  tlieniselvef*  suddenly  car* 
ried  to  a  con^^iderablc  dis^tanee  from  the  shorc^  and  were  ao 
aistonisbed,  that  tliey  expected  nothing  less  than  that  the 
consummation  of  all  tilings  wq£  at  hand  ;  and  in  some  other 
places  the  wiileriu  pouU  and  |Kiti(U  -swelled  likti  the  waves  of 
the  seu,  overflowed  their  liinitv^,  and  as  suddenly  receded  with- 
in them. 

The  following  account  of  the  earthquake  at  I-isbon^  with 
some  of  the  phenomena  which  preceded  and  accompanied 
it,  ia  extracted  from  the  Cycloptcdia;  and  you  will  find 
the  narrative  both  interesting  and  usefuL  If  you  desire  a 
more  coraprehenaivc  account  of  this  dreadful  event,  you  may 
have  recourse  for  it  to  Gregory's  Dictionary,  or  to  Palmers 
and  other  detailed  narratives,  published  shortly  after  ita  oc- 
cuirence : — 

**The  three  years  previous  to  1756  had  been  remarkably 
dry,  insomiich  that  some  sprinf;^^  which  had  Ixjen  pleniifully 
supplied  with  water,  were  totally  lost ;  and  the  predominant 
windis  were  east  and  north-east,  accompanied  w^ith  various 
thousfh  very  small  motions  and  tremblings  of  the  earth.  The 
(spring  of  1756  was  very  rainy  and  wet:  tlie  weather  on  the 
day  precedmg  the  earthquake  was  clear  and  uncommonly 
warm  for  the  season,  and  had  continued  clear,  and  rather 
warmer  than  usual,  for  several  days  before-  The  day  of  the 
earthquake  broke  with  a  serene  sky,  the  wind  continuing  at 
east;  but  about  nine  o clock  the  kuu  begau  tu  grow  dim,  and- 
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fiood  after  was  heard  a  nirnblin^  Doise*  like  that  or  carnages  ; 
wkich  incTrast^d  to  such  a  degree,  a»  tu  eiiiml  lliat  of  llie 
loudest  cannoo;  upon  which  the  first  shock  was  felt,  and  this 
Wits  inintediately  ftucceeiled  by  a  second  and  third,  the  whole 
duration  of  whicb  was  about  ei^ht  minutes:  about  twelve 
o'clock  aimther  shock  was  felt.  During  the  first  shock,  the 
greatest  port  of  the  public  edifices  and  other  buildings  of  tho 
city  were  thrown  down  ;  nnd  not  less  than  GO.OOO  of  its  nilm' 
bttants  buried  in  the  ruius.  The  earth  opened  in  fi&sures  in 
KC^eral  parU,  und  st^vend  light  flames  of  fire  were  observed  to 
lEt^uc  from  the  »idcs  of  the  mountains,  resembling  ^oee  of 
kindlerl  eh^ircdal.  8 ubteri  aueous  rutnbliugs  were  also  felt,  a1* 
tecded  with  a  discharge  of  gre^it  quantities  of  ftmoke.  The 
water  in  the  ^a  rose  several  times,  and  in  a  few  minutes  made 
three  fluxes  and  rcflujcee,  rising  above  the  greatest  springtidca 
no  less  tliaa  fifteen  English  feet.  The  shock  was  likewise^ 
about  the  same  time,  felt  at  Porto,  by  which  the  whole  city 
was  shaken ;  several  chimnies,  stones,  and  cresses  were  thrown 
down,  and  &omc  buildings  opened  at  top;  and  the  swelling  in 
Uie  river  was  so  eonsklerublej  that  two  larj^e  ships,  which  were 
just  got  ovur  thii  bar,  were  driven  back  into  the  harbour." 

It  wai«  the  morning  of  the  holyday  of  All  SaintJ4,  when  this 
catastrophe  occurred  at  Lisbon  ;  and  the  churches  were  filled 
at  the  lime  with  congregations  of  persons,  whom  piety  or  ap- 
prehension had  induced  to  take  refuge  witlim  the  sanctuarj'; 
but  which,  instead  of  protection  and  security,  gave  thi-m  the 
aB>'luni  of  the  tomb  ;  for  the  sacred  buildings  were  either 
burnt  by  the  fulling  of  a  multitude  of  candles,  which  were 
lighted  in  honour  of  tlic  day,  or  were  overthrown  in  an  iu- 
Ktani,  burying  every  thing  in  their  ruins.  Mliole  families 
were  invt^ved  at  once  in  the  destruction  of  their  houses,  or 
were  stifled  or  burnt  in  their  beds  ;  a  violent  tempest  occur- 
ring to  increase  the  horrors  of  the  moment,  by  adding  to  the 
fiKoe  of  the  fiaincs,  and  causbg  them  to  spread  more  widely 
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over  the  city.  A  large  multitude  of  ihe  inliabilantfl  rushed  to 
the  public  square,  to  avoid  destructii>ii  by  tbe  surrounding 
dangenf ;  and  whilst  liundred^  of  tliem  were  un  their  kuees, 
returtiing  tbank^  for  their  fancied  preservation,  the  sea  rose, 
and  forcing  the  river  to  overflow  its  banlcv,  ru^ihed  into  the 
square,  and  carried  them,  aa  it  receded,  to  a  grave  as  suddeo 
3H  it  was  dreadfuL  In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  desolation^ 
bands  of  negroes,  soIdicTS,  sailors,  and  wretches  who  now 
escaped  from  their  prisons,  availing  themselves  of  the  accom- 
panying darkness,  were  found  wandering  about  for  the  pur- 
poses of  plunder,  violence,  and  murder,  amid  the  ruins. 

The  level  of  tlie  square  of  the  Ko^io  seems  to  hare  been 
the  principal  point  where  the  full  severity  of  the  earthquake 
int  fell:  the  hill,  on  which  the  castle  stands,  the  cathedral, 
and  the  Alfama,  the  oldest  quarter  of  the  town,  covering  the 
steep  hill  between  the  castle  and  the  Tagus,  and  which  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  narrow  lanes  intersecting  each  other,  alto- 
gether escaped  from  its  violence.  Some  traces  of  this  me- 
morablcj  and  calamitous  convulsion  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the 
ruins  of  the  college  of  the  Jesuits  ;  in  the  Largo  do  Carmo ;  in 
the  skeleton  of  the  church  of  tbe  Carmelite  monks,  a  Gothic 
edifitr,  like  the  cathedral,  and  now  sunk  considerably  below 
it«  original  level*  The  unfinished  state  of  the  elegant  chapel, 
which  it  wax  intended  should  be  attached  to  the  Francisc^aii 
convent,  with  the  surrounding  inequalities  of  the  soil,  may  be 
regarded  likewise  as  additional  evidences  of  the  destructive 
extent  of  this  awful  visitation  of  Providence. 

The  magnificent  aqueduct,  erected  in  the  reign  of  John  V,, 
and  destined  to  convey  tlie  water  from  the  neighbouring  hills 
to  the  different  fount^tiiu  of  the  city,  fortunntely  for  the  inha- 
bitants, in  great  pan  escaped  the  general  devastation ;  and  tbe 
corn-houses  were  likewise  happily  saved.  A.  lurge  quay,  ad* 
joining  the  cuMom-house,  however,  was  swallowed  up  with 
about  one  hundred  and  Afty  people,  and  is  now  under  water 
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The  kin^,  quccu,  and  all  the  ro)-^I  family,  had  the  f^ood  for- 
tuae  to  escape  rnim  (he  place  at  the  itmaL^iilthe  building  was 
falling  to  the  ground  ;  but  for  eight  daya  tliey  had  no  other  re- 
wurce  than  to  shelter  themsdveii  in  their  carriages,  and  in 
the  royal  g;iirdcnant  Bclcm^  whence  duccoims,  proportionate  to 
their  means,  were  administcrud,  without  distinction,  to  the  sur- 
viving citizens. 

The  artful  friar);  and  other  e\il-mindud  eccIesiaeticA,  inter* 
eftted  as  they  were  in  producing  an  eftcct  upon  the  jxipubir 
feane  and  ignorance;  they  whose  arrofi^nl  prcicu»^ions  to  the 
exercise  of  secular  jtower  tn  Ibe  state  had  already  received  a 
whuleM^roe  check  at  court ;  did  not  fait,  as  is  recorded,  to  dis- 
graoo  their  profession  by  giving  vent  to  vindictive  feelings  at 
this  moment  of  a  public  calamity,  even  in  the  royal  presence; 
imd  by  preaching  openly,  that  the  nghteoiis  judgments  of  God 
had  been  evidenced  against  the  king  and  his  ministers  in  the 
overthrow  of  their  city.  The  interference  of  the  Pope's  nuncio 
ai  Lisbon  was  alone  able  to  repress  the  unholy  zeal  of  tJie  en- 
raged and  turbulent  priesthood,  upon  whom  the  uwJul  cataa- 
tTO|>he  seemed  to  have  no  other  influence  than  that  of  awakeo- 
ing  their  appetJte«  for  attempting  the  recovery  of  the  ]xjwer 
which  they  bad  lately  loRt,  In  the  meantime,  the  miser^^and 
wretchedness  of  the  half-dcstro\'cd  and  still  burning  riiy  was 
such,  as  to  excite  the  compassion  of  even  rival  nations. 
,'  SuppUcfi  of  ready  money  were  promptly  aiforded  to  the  un-* 
fortunate  Portugue^  by  his  Catholic  majesty  ;  and  on  the 
frontiers  of  Spain,  the  cuj^tom-honse  officers  receiv'ed  directions 
10  permit  the  transit  into  Portugal  of  mules  laden  with  ueces- 
MricA  and  provisii>ns,  without  the  payment  of  the  customiiry 
duties.  Nor  wa^  England  behindhand  hi  rendering  assist- 
ance to  her  unfortunate  ally- 
In  proof  of  the  feelings  which  influenced  the  generous  com- 
paiwion  of  England  on  the  oocafiiou,  may  be  cited  the  follow- 
iug  nie^tsage,  which  was  sent  down  by  tlie  king  to  the  British 
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parliament,  stating,  that  "  bU  Majesty  having  received  from 
his  ambaaeador  at  Madrid  a  faithful  report  of  the  fatal  aiid 
i)c|ftlrjrable  event  which  happened  at  Lisbon  qe  the  Ut  of 
Ntncmbcr,  1765t  by  an  earthquake,  which  has  laid  waste  al- 
nii>st  the  whole  city,  <ind  de^lroyed  m»ny  thousands  of  its  iti- 
hatHiantG,  in  consequence  thereof  those  who  remain  must  be 
reihienl  U^  the  utniuit  distress  and  rece«*iity ;  and  his  Miijci»ty 
Lieing  moved  with  the  ^utcsl  concern  for  m  good  and  faithTuI 
an  ally  as  the  King  of  PortUj^at,  aad  with  the  utmost  compas- 
sion for  the  distresses  to  which  that  city  and  kingdom  must  be 
reduced,  wherein  great  numbers  of  hi*  Majesty's  own  subjects 
were  rcmdent,  and  many  more  interested,  recommends  to  his 
faithful  ComtiionB  the  consideration  of  this  dreadful  and  ex- 
teiuUTC  calamity,  wluch  cannot  fail  to  affect  the  hearts  of  all 
{>ersoDs  who  have  any  seuse  of  reUgicn  or  humaiiityp  and 
desires  to  be  enabled  to  send  out  speedy  and  effectual 
relief,  a&  may  be  suitable  to  so  atSiciinf^  and  pressipg  a  ne* 
cessity/" 

The  House,  warmly  participating  in  the  Kcntiinentfi  of  charity 
and  compassion  so  graciously  i-xprensctti  by  his  Majesty,  re* 
solved  immediately,  "  that  it  would  enable  his  Majesty  to  give 
such  asf^iKtance  to  the  distresNC-d  people  of  Portii^l  an  hi^ 
Majesty  shall  tliink  fit,  and  that  such  expenses  as  shall  be  in- 
ruiTct!  by  his  Majesty  in  relieving  the  misery  to  which  they 
may  be  reduced  by  this  most  deplorable  calamity,  shall  be 
made  good  out  of  the  next  aids," 

The  spirit  and  talents  of  the  minister  Sebastian  Carvalho, 
(afterwards  Count  d'Oyeras  and  Manjues^  of  Pombal.)  seemed 
to  gain  strength,  and  to  acquire  a  new  impulse  in  proiK>rtion 
Uj  the  diffieulttes  which  the  tx^caaion  presented,  lie  was 
everywhere  f;een  encouraging  the  people  by  bis  counsel  and 
example.  His  first  efforts  were  to  extinguish  tlic  conflagra- 
lion,  now  raging  throughout  the  city ;  to  collect  and  burn  in 
quick   lime   the  dead   bodies  of   the   inhabitants  discovered 
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among  the  ruiDA,  or  bury  ihcm  by  boat-loads  in  the  middle  of 
the  Tagus  below  Belem.  Passages  were  speedily  cut  across 
the  niin^;  the  brigaods  were  everywhere  apprehended  aiicl 
executed  ;  the  military  force  increased,  and  well  equipped 
with  arms  atkI  ammuuitiori ;  .ind  provisions  were  received  in 
great  abundance  from  the  provinces,  or  largely  imported  from 
thie  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean. 

By  the  resources  of  mind  and  unshaken  firmness  of  thift 
great  minister^  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lisbon  were  at 
length  tranquillized,  and  their  dietpoAition  to  abandon  for  ever 
the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  to  form  establishments  in  an- 
other land,  alio  sub  sole  cakntcm,  and  not  exposed  to  the  fearful 
vuitation  of  ^rarthqiiakes,  wn^i successfully  arrested,  and  public 
couBde&co  restored  by  the  wisdom  and  promptitude  of  \xis 
measurej^.  Still,  however,  the  wcaUh  of  the  city  and  it«  com- 
merce were  destroyed,  and  numerous  bankruptcies,  both  do- 
raextic  and  forei^,  and  parllriilarly  Drivi.'^h,  as  is  well  known 
both  in  London  and  Bristol,  took  place  in  consequence  of  the 
gei»era)  deviislation  of  property. 

Not  one  stone  was  left  upon  another  to  reveal  the  site  of  the 
magnificent  palace  of  the  Porluguese  sovereigns,  and  all  the 
riches  of  the  superbly  cmbcJJished  church  of  the  Lisbon  par 
triarcli  disapijcartd  in  the  flames,  or  were  lost  in  its  ruins. 
With  all  these  ditficultica  to  contend  with,  the  constancy  and 
coumgc  uf  Pombul  did  not  for  one  moment  forsake  him  \  ujid 
the  rebuilding  of  that  portion  of  the  city  which  had  princi- 
pally experienceil  the  destructive  effect  of  the  earthquake,  was 
fortliwith  undertaken,  and  in  a  style  of  splendour,  commo- 
diofiftnesTi,  grandeur,  and  beauty  of  architecture,  that  piib<  that 
part  of  Lisbon  upon  an  equality,  in  point  of  noble  arrange* 
ment  and  imposing  structure,  with  any  of  the  most  celebrated 
cities  of  Europe. 

Englishmen  may  bear  with  pride  in  their  recollections,  that 
the  regenerator  of  Lisbon  was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to 
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tlieir  countrymen  for  fuisintance  in  the  su^cstion  of  plans  for 
the  restoration  of  the  ruined  metropolis  of  Lusitania  to  its  pre- 
sent magnificeot  ap^x-aniDce,  und  even  for  the;  irivcniiati  of  the 
very  cement  by  which  the  stones  of  the  buildings  arc  united. 

Altlintigli  in  n  former  letter  I  Lave  coinplied  with  tlie  popu- 
lar belief,  that  Lisbon  is  situated  upon  seven  hillei,  like  classic 
Rome,  il  is  after  all  only  a  vulgar  ern>r,  and  as  such  ahoiild  be 
corrected  by  the  more  strict  statement  of  Mr.  Link,  who,  how- 
ever labouring  under  the  effect  of  German  jealousy  ami  pre* 
judiccs  against  Englishmen.  1  con  alRrm,  upon  my  own  expe- 
rience, to  he  extremely  nccurale  ill  his  geogr;tphical  delinea- 
tion of  the  ground  npon  which  Lisbon  stands^  The  bridge  of 
Alcautuni,  which  is  thrown  ucrnss  a  stream,  of  no  magnitude 
but  in  winter,  divides  the  BeJem  district  or  suburb  from  the 
actual  town  of  Lisbon, 

A  description  of  Bclein  and  its  various  buildings  I  shall  in- 
clude in  the  account  of  my  second  visit  to  Lisbon,  on  my  re- 
turn from  the  provinces^  In  order  not  to  destroy  nor  disturb  the 
unity  of  my  present  narrative^  which  is  confined  to  Lisbon 
Itself.  The  old  tradition  is,  that  Liitbon  was  built  by  Ulysses, 
and  thence  called  Olys^polis ;  and  it  is  thus  noticed  by  Ca- 
mocn»  ill  his  Lufiiad : 

And  thoUj  tWcd  LisboA  [  whose  rmbatttrxl  wall 

BocM^  bjr  Lhohaml  lliat  w;ui);;tit.  proud  lliffn'*  fall.  f ' 

But  this  olden  tale,  consecrated  as  it  is  by  the  divine  poet 
of  Portugal,  nmy  have  equal  pretc^nsions  to  truth  with  the 
fable  of  the  first  Alphonso  having  given,  in  return  for  their 
important  services  in  enabling  him  to  defeat  the  Moors,  and 
!ay  the  first  foundations  of  the  Portuguese  monarchy^  Almada, 
on  the  height  op]K>sile  Lisbon,  to  a  party  of  English  crusaders, 
who,  instead  of  proceeding^  to  the  holy  land  to  ensure  the  fur- 
ther punishment  of  the  Infidels,  preferred  the  proffered  habi- 
tation above  the  southern  banks  of  the  Tagus.  which  they  de- 
nominated Cornuatla,  either  in  honour  of  their  native  country. 
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or  from  the  rich  meadows  in  its  neif^hljourliood,  where  im^ 
nietiKe  herds  of  cattle  »ie  kept,  jah  iti  llie  Hn^tish  (.'f»mwuJI. 
Wo  have  ourselves  a  le^nd  of  similar  value  conceritiog  the 
origin  of  uur  own  me1ro])olts,  which  states  that  nnilns  Ap- 
bnite.  the  son  of  Sylvius  j^ueas,  landed  a  colony  of  Trojans  in 
England,  gave  Lo  the  island  the  name  of  Britannia,  (qu<^ry 
BniUimuu^  for  the  polished  Spaniard  is  free  in  the  applicatioa 
of  the  term  liruie  wlien  ■ipL^akiikg  about  Engl f^li men,)  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  city  of  London,  It  is  not  quite  clearly 
fixed  in  my  recoHeclions,  whc^ther  the  temple  of  Oiaiut  liud  or 
had  not.  previously  to  the  arrival  of  this  patriarch  of  truvellera 
n|ion  unr  xhcires,  heeit  erected  on  the  summit  nf  the  Hsing 
ground  above  the  ThameR,  since  more  advantageously  occupied 
by  tkB  erectbn  of  the  Christian  structure  dedicated  to  St. 
Paul. 

V  After  describing  the  beautiful  background  formed  in  the 
landscape  by  the  majestic,  rocky,  and  pointed  mountains  of 
Cintru,  seen  to  the  north  of  Lisbon ;  and  the  iinposim;  appear- 
ancc  of  the  elevated  range  of  the  Serra  de  Arrabida,  in  the 
oorregimento  of  Setubal,  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  Tagui> ;  and 
Igainp  more  immediately  opposite  to  the  city,  the  beautiful  line 
of  hit]  called  Alm:^da,  a  market  town,  whose  church  stands 
on  the  f^ummit  of  the  lirst  hill,  (where  Wellington  erected  for- 
tifications to  cover  the  re-embarkation  of  his  troop*^,  should  the 
Hucce.()aful  movements  of  the  enemy  render  such  a  measure  ad- 
visable^) — Link  proceeds  to  stale  tliat ''  Lisbon  is  nearly  in  the 
same  parallel  as  Messina  in  Sicily ;  that  the  Portuguese  compute 
thi'  length  uf  their  city  at  two  league!^,  and  that  the  disLunco 
froan  Belcm  to  the  eastern  extremity  of  Lisbon  appears  to  be 
a  Gennan  mile;  that  its  breadth  i^;  vuriou^,  often  but  small, 
sometime^  quite  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding  one  sti-eet. 
but  never  much  more  than  half  a  league  ;  that  it  is  quite  open 
on  all  dtdea»  havijig  neither  walls  nor  gates,  nor  even  any  forti- 
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ficationtt,  e^ccept  a  small  castle  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  ami 
a  number  of  batlcric^  or  smalt  forts  on  the  river ;  and  that  tlic 
site  of  the  city  is  very  hilly.  The  first  hill/'  he  say»,  "  begins 
at  the  bridge  of  Alcantara,  forming  tlic  prc^per  ^icstein  tirnit 
uf  the  town,  and  exlcuds  to  the  Rua  dc  San  Beuto.  It  is  iiu- 
questionably  the  highest,  and  from  its  saliibriou»  air  one  of  its 
strOL*tB  bears  the  Spanish  nutne  of  Buenos  Ayrcs,  iusleatl  of  the 
Portuguese  words  Bons  Ares.  At  the  weatern  extremity  it 
h  but  little  cultivated;  but  farther  to  the  e;mtw;ird^  up  to  ibi 
jtummtt,  it  forms  a  plain,  which  runs  in  the  direction  of  east, 
and  upon  Ihig  level  the  new  convent  of  the  Estrellafor  Carme- 
lite nuns  i^  built.  In  many  parts  it  is  so  steep,  that  it  is  a 
labour  to  walk  the  streets;  and  even  the  luwcr  street,  which 
runs  along  t!ic  river,  rises  and  falls  coiiaidcrably-  Uurinff  the 
heavy  rains,  the  water  rushes  down  the  streets  with  such  vio- 
lence that  they  ore  often  impassable ;  and  at  the  bottona  of  the 
Cal^da  de  Estrella  some  Galleg:os  are  stationed,  who  carry  the 
pa.'^sengers  across  for  a  trifle.  Men  and  horses  are  sometimes 
carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and  drowned.  This  ineonve*- 
nience,  however,  is  attended  with  tJie  advantage  of  washing 
away  the  filth,  and  cleansing:  the  town.  Immediately  after  the 
earthqufike,  this  hill  was  more  built  upon,  as  the  shocks  were 
much  lees  severe  in  this  c|uarter  of  the  city.  For  this  reason, 
and  for  the  salubrity  of  the  air.  foreigners  prefer  these  situa* 
lions;  and  hence  many  handsome  houses  are  interspersed  in 
various  parts." 

In  fact,  the  residence  of  the  French  ambassador  and  most 
of  the  eminent  English  merchants, — of  the  cummandcr  <'f  the 
British  forcos,  and  the  favourite  lodging-Louses  of  travellors» 
and  the  compariitively  excellent  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Ueeves, 
are  situated  in  Buenos  Ayres.  ■'  The  streets  are  irregularly 
built,  ill-paved,  often  uarnjw,  and  iioL  unfrequeiitly  full  of 
new  but  small  ai\d  wretched  houses.     The  gardens,  vine- 
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yanlii,  and  curn^delda,  uitersj^erficd  among  the  buildtngs,  ami 
oontnstin^  with  ihe  dirtiue&K  of  ibe  towD,  givo  it  an  oriental 
appearance." 

On  this  hill  the  queen  Maria,  whose  weak  powers  of  miod 
were  totally  [leHtrnyeal  thrniigh  ihe  fearful  re|>re?>ciitatioiiaof 
an  hereafter  by  her  confessor,  some  few  years  before  the  exile 
of  the  royal  faiuily  ttt  Ilrajiil,  erected  a  church  and  a  ccinvent, 
in  tltc  peiformauGc  of  a  vow  made  to  obtain  from  heaven  an 
heir  to  the  crown,  which  she  dedicated  to  the  heart  of  Jesus. 
The  four  colossal  fitutues*  at  the  principal  entrance  under  a 
inugniiiceut  peristyle,  have  an  inipasitig  appearance,  and  it  ts 
altogether  a  boQuLiful  building;  though  much  caanot  be  'said 
in  favuur  of  the  »ty!e  nf  iU  architecture,  nor  of  the  super- 
fluous load  of  ornament  by  which  it  is  ratlicr  encumbcreil. 
perhaps,  than  adorned.  Its  dome  or  cupola  is,  however,  d(!ci- 
dedly  a  pleasing  olcvationj  and,  notwitlistanding  the  profusion 
of  embellishments  unites  with  the  airy  character  of  the  white 
limestone  of  which  it  is  built,  (admitting  as  ^^ood  all  the  ob- 
jections that  might  be  urged  in  the  severity  of  archilectural 
criticifltn,)  to  give  the  building  a  rich  and  elegant  character. 
The  interior  of  the  church  coire&ponds  with  its  exterior  in  a 
display  of  wealth  and  magnificence.  Tiie  side  altars  arc  nu- 
merouSt  and  eoLitain  one  or  two  specimens  of  royal  skill  in 
[tainting ;  but  to  excellence  upon  tlie  canvafls,  it  i»  quite  clear 
that  there  is  no  more  a  royal  road,  than  to  perfection  in  other 
matters. 

An  immense  sum  of  money  has  been  thrown  away  upon  the 
^^conition  of  the  high  altar,  and  the  gilding  of  the  diH'erent 
ill  chapels  upon  the  sides  of  the  nave,  as  well  as  upon  the 
roof  and  the  interior  of  the  cupola.  Nothmg.  however,  can 
b«  in  worse  taste  than  the  allegorical  representation  of  tho 
adoration  oifcrcd  to  the  heart  of  Jesus,  (seated  in  the  heavens' 
above,  and  radiant  with  glory^)  from  Euro|^,  Am,  Africa,  and 
America,  per^onal^d  by  human  figures,  which  forms  tht;  sub- 
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ject  of  the  Iftr^c  picture  of  the  high  altar.  Mr.  Soulhcy  re- 
lates that  *'  the  dimensions  of  this  altar-piece/'  as  well  as  the 
"  subject,  '  Christ  3  heart !'  were  sent  to  Pompcio  B&ttont,  of 
which  he  WO!)  to  makt'  what  be  could.  The  iitrurc  o(  Europe 
is  that  of  n  female  loosely  dressed,  on  a  horse  wliose  binder 
parts  are  foremost  on  the  canvass.  A  Portuguese  remarked 
thrtt  it  wax  very  wrong  to  place  such  an  alt;u*)ueee  (here,  and 
make  people  kneel  to  an  halfnaked  woman,  aikI  the  rump 
of  a  horse !  ilow  much  better  would  it  have  heeo,  said  he,  to 
have  placed  the  perfonnance  of  the  princess  there^  ^oitaninfir 
the  painting  of  Michael  and  the  old  dragon,  nvcr  one  of  the 
side  altars  in  th(j  nave  ;)  aud  you  will  scarcely  believe  that  the 
drain  from  the  new  comment  opens  into  the  middle  of  one  of 
the  pubhc  streets/' 

■  On  the  north  side  of  the  high  altar,  there  is  a  large  oblong 
monument  of  black  marble,  with  four  grira  deathVheada  at 
the  angles,  cfowiied  wttii  chapIoU  of  ivy  gilt ;  and  npon  the 
top  of  the  sarcophagus  is  a  medallion  in  white  marble,  upon 
which  is  engraved  a  portrait  of  the  foundress,  and  underneath 
is  the  following  inscription,  of  which^  as  a  short  specimen  of 
Portuguese  epitaphian  Latin,  I  cannot  forl>ear  making  a  trail- 
dcription :— -  ■» 

ItuiUQ  Tivcntan  Lusitani  Ttdc^rn  haud  pntcrnnt,  nifii  lurtitift  f^mli.  ■ 

Kiitos  (JUS  cmoitunr  EJgnura  quu  fljnc  Locryaiie  uapKiiei  ? 

Leflvinp  the  barracks  tc  the  right,  behind  which  ihere  aro 
some  palm-trees  growing  in  a  garden ;  and  crossing  an  open 
square,  and  then  ascending  rather  a  steep  but  short  street, 
we  came  1o  Uie  gates  of  Ihe  Englij*h  burial -ground-  Further 
on,  and  higher  up  to  the  left  from  the  principal  street,  there 
are  some  barracks,  at  tbe  moment  of  which  we  are  speaking, 
occupied  by  one  of  our  regfimcnts  of  guards,  and  almost  imme* 
diately  uverlookiog  the  unequal  plain,  where  the  commander 
of  the  British  forces  was  accufitomed  to  hold  reviews  and  ma- 
nteuvre  his  troojis,  and  where  we  were  present  at  some  sham 
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fights,  m  which  the  dii!(nplme  of  CHaton's  fine  men  wor  proudly 
exhibiti^l,  itiulelicited  the  frequent ''Bonito!  Uoiiito!'^  ofth« 
&wc-struck  four-feet-and-a-haif  Portuguese,  and  particularly 
the  ^gniitlc  march  of  the  toMrcring  grenadier  company  nf  the 
63rd,  whose  colonel  may  and  docs  justly  boast  that  they  cover 
more  gmiind  than  any  grenadier  company  in  any  one  of  hi*i 
Majesty's  regiments.  At  the  time  this  gratifying  display  of 
British  height  and  muscle  and  military  tactics  was  Iveiiig 
made,  wc  could  not  but  feel  proud  of  belonging  to  the  samo 
soil,  tliat  had  to  hoastthe  birth  of  such  a  noble  i-atre-;  and  look- 
ing upon  the  crowds  of  diminutive  natives  who  surroiiiidcd 
ih*;  hw  Engli.sh  spectators,  we  could  not  help>  wirh  si  s»cr<^t 
tatUfaction,  remarking  all  the  difference  there  was  between  U^e 
blander  and  the  child  of  the  Peninsula. 

I  rather  fancy  that  this  plain,  in  which  our  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry was  exercised,  is  called  ihe  Campo  de  Ouric[Ue.  But 
wc  were  at  the  gates  of  the  Protestant  cemetery,  and  there  let 
us  pause  during  a  niujueut;  for  ha*!  it  not  been  for  thu  skill  and 
kind  solicitude  of  my  friend,  the  eminent  English  physician 
attached  to  the  court  at  Linbtin,  I  should,  in  all  probabihty, 
have  been  long  ere  this  myself  numbered  with  those  who 
have  happily  found  a  peaceful  retreat  frf»ni  the  evils  of  mor- 
tality, under  the  quiet  shade  of  its  mournful  cypresses.  There 
is  an  oriental  character  about  this  pleasingly  sorrowful  spot, 
nrhich  possesses  a  peculiar  charm,  and  has  made  an  impression 
on  my  memory  which  can  never  be  effaced, 

D£»u  m^imor  i|>^  mci,  di^m  Sptriturt  ho«  tv^  arluH, 

Treading  with  gejitle  step  upon  a  surface  beneath  which  so 
many  of  my  countrymen  were  awaiting  "  the  dread  call  of  na- 
ture's God"  to  a  higher  and  more  glorious  habitation  in  the 
heavens,— of  whom  many  had  fallen  in  the  flower  of  youths — 
many  in  the  midst  of  the  promises  and  expectations  of  a  ma- 
turer  age*  like  the  tree  laden  with  blossoms,  even  in  its  fall ; — 
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amidst  recorcbt  that  told  of  the  bereavement  of  a  father's  hope 
and  of  a  mother  s  solace, — of  many  a  young  aspirant  to  mili- 
tary distinction  arretted  early  in  his  career  of  honour; — of 
some  academical  youths  likewise,  to  whom  the  page  of  learn- 
ing? could  scarcely  have  been  opened^ — we  yet  sought  in  vain 
for  the  lomb  uf  Fielding,  who^e  remains  were,  we  knew,  never- 
thelcssdtfposited  here,  and  we  were  mortified  by  not  diftcovenng 
it.  The  cemetery  is  extensive,  and  plajited  with  a  variety  of 
treeft  not  umally  *eeri  in  our  northern  chMrchyard».  and  which, 
mingling  their  rich  and  deep  foliage,  create  a  weleoroe  shade 
fi»[  lIuiKi.-  who  have  hearts  to  pauses  here  and  Iparu  a  lesfion 
from  contemplating  the  untimely  wrecks  of  mortality.  Tu  how 
many  of  those  that  were  now  sleeping  here  the  sWp  of  death, 
might  Young "b  touching  complaint  of  Narcissa's  fate  have 
been  applied ! 

Soon  Of  tho  luBtre  InnfcuL^thed  in  bcr  vyc, 
Dawning  u  dmun^ir  tlriy  on  )jui»a»  Mght; 
And  on  li«r  cheek,  (he  itB*iil«nc^  of  spring, 
P*lo  omoQ  9V,t,  and  ncatlnroil  (mtr*  around 
On  a\\  tbnt  tuw,  (ujid  wlu>  would  txtao  to  fpiv^p 
Tbat  oiioo  hail  M«n  ?)  witli  Iumtv,  pkrenUl  ho-iU^, 

2. 
I  UtiWt  1  KtmU:licU  liL-r  fruin  tlic  riEtJ  norili, 
Flcr  nalivi^  IhuI,  cn  wIik^j  Mr.'uk  lloituv  tilrw. 
And  liorc  br-f  nrircr  t>  llir  Mtn  ;  llii^  flin. 
{As  if  the  iiun  (^ouM  envy)  clicckcd  liU  lieam, 
DcTikxl  hia  wonti-d  miccourj  or  wi^v  mor9 
Ri'gret  bf  held  her  drooping . 

Among  the  monuments,  we  found  one  erected  lo  Thomas 
Parr,  by  order  of  the  general  court  uf  governors  of  Christ's 
Hospital,  in  1792;  and  on  the  portico  of  the  receiving  house, 
looking  down  an  avenue  in  the  cemetery,  we  observed  the  fol- 
lowing inscription,  which  shows  that  this  sacred  Kpotwas  pur- 
chased by  the  British  aud  Dutch  merchants  united, 
Impr^niU  Britannorum  cl  Bauvomm,  I7»M- 
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Returning  through  tlic  gfites  into  tlic  street,  we  patt*!ed  the 
bier  wliicii  is  commonly  used  in  tmiisporting  bodies  to  Ibc 
n!Ceivi]iE^  biiUKu,  nlit^re  tUey  await  the  rite»  of  mLenncut;.  The 
matures  spread  upon  it,  as  well  as  the  pillow,  \va^  drenched 
with  biotxl ;  perhaps^  it  occurred  to  u«,  nf  some  Ru;flishni;in 
who  had  (alien  under  the  knife  of  a  Portugese  a!*«&Min ;  but 
llie  flight  was  too  horrid,  and  our  feeltiig.s  at  the  moment  were 
altogether  too  much  saddened,  to  allow  of  our  lingcrmg  to 
make  an  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  that  appearance. 

The  second  bill,  which  we  now  reached  by  crossing  the 
hollow  from  the  Rua  d&  San  fiento,  exteud^  to  the  valley  in 
which  the  new  part  of  the  city,  erected  by  Pomhal  after  the 
earthquake,  is  situated. 

The  monastery  of  8an  Bento  U  an  immense  ht'iiding,  whose 
long  iB^ade  occupies  a  line  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet;  and  is  further  remarkable  for  being  the  depository 
of  the  royal  archives,  in  other  lermfl  the  Torre  do  Tombo,  and 
those  also  of  the  diplomatic  school,  which  arc  strictly  pre- 
served in  the  arched  vaults  underneath  the  abbey.  The 
church  is  a  large  structure,  not  yet,  however,  complL-tcd,  It 
has  no  nave,  but  the  chapels  in  the  wings  of  the  quire  are 
sufficiently  capacious,  and  their  decorations  are  managed  with 
considerable  Judgment  and  ta£te.  The  sacristy  and  the  library 
both  mml  llur  alfention  of  the  inquiring  traveller. 

Kxcepting,  as  Link  observes,  "  a  few  of  the  principal 
Mre«l»,  tlw  rest  are  criK>ked,  narmw,  and  destitute  of  regu- 
larity' ;  the  small  streets  leading  down  to  the  bank  of  tlie  river 
are  horridly  dirty.  At  the  fool  of  the  eastern  side  of  this  hill, 
-the  earthquake  did  great  dnmage ;  and  hcrc^  as  in  many  other 
places,  traces  of  that  convulsion  appear  in  ruined  churches 
and  monasteries.  The  opera-liouse  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
declivity.  Alxivc  the  public  promenade  beyond  the  Praya  do 
Rofio."  which  communicfites  by  the  three  beautiful  fitreetft 
ofOuro,   Augu^ita:,  and  da   Prata,  with  the  Prafa  do  Com- 


mcTcio,  or  Terrciro  do  Papo,  *'  ihis  liill  rises  to  a  con»ideiable 
height,  and  is  rery  steep  towards  the  next  valley.  The  view 
from  this  eminence  is  unoomnionly  fine.  In  the  valley 
henealh  a[i[jears  the  be:«t  part  of  the  town;  to  the  left  ure 
olive  gardens,  intcrfipereed  with  country-houses,  monasteries, 
and  churche.s;  opposite  i^  the  high  steep  hill  on  which  the 
castle  stands,  and  to  the  left  the  Tagus  covered  with  »hip». 
This  hill  is  succeeded  by  an  even  valley  ofconsidemble  length 
and  breadth,  which  fcnns  the  broadest  part  of  the  town. 
This  valK'V  was  totally  destroyed  hy  tho  earthquake  cf  1765, 
after  which  it  was  entirely  rebuilt.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
tiiiit  the  limits  of  the  eHecLs  uf  Ui»t  coiiviiUioti  Klinuhl  be  no 
strongly  marked,  for  on  the  steep  declivity  of  the  mountain 
the  streets  and  honaes  remained.  On  the  bank  of  the  river 
the  valley  begins  with  the  large  and  hand&ome  square," — 
known  quite  ns  well  in  Lrsbrjn  by  the  Englii^h  app4.^]]ttUon  of 
Black-horse  Square,  as  by  tlie  French  name  Place  du  Com- 
merce, and  the  Portuguese  Pra^:a  do  Coiiirtiercio ;  or  by  the 
name  of  Palace  Place,  which  it  received  from  the  royal 
residence  situated  on  the  :«ite,  aod  which  was  burnt  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake, 

Thix  l>eautifiil  square  is  bounded  hy  the  Tagus  and  a  noble 
quay  to  the  south,  where  the  busy  scene,  hourly  witnessed, 
of  embarkations  and  disembarkations,  groups  of  saitoni  and 
stout  Cailegos,  fruit  and  water  vessels  from  the  opposite 
shore,  and  uumeroiiit  ]^oudo1as,  or  pleasure-boats;  in  fact,  all 
the  concentrated  bustle  of  a  commercial  city.^is  a  source  of 
infinite  aiuusement  to  cro^^'ds  of  loungers,  natives  sti  well  aft 
atrangors. 

To  the  east,  west,  and  north  of  the  square,  there  is  a  fine 
range  of  public  buildings^  elevated  on  arcades;  that  to  the 
west  is  now  only  in  progress  towards  completion.  On  thU 
side,  howc\er,  are  the  law  olhccs,  courts  of  judicature,  and 
the  national  library,  founded  by  Queeu^Mary  in  the  early 
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pirt  of  her  reign,  from  forty  to  fifty  years  fiincc,  and  rather 
extensive  ia  its  collection  of  hooks.  Tlie  departments  of 
history  and  divinity  appear  to  be  the  best  furnished;  but  in 
old£sicftl  works  there  is  abundant  mom  for  adclitiotK  How* 
trtVt  it  was  gratifying  to  obBerve  tlie  various  apartineutd 
occupied  by  fitudents  whose  principal  piirstnlN  wtrc  law, 
medicine,  natural,  and  general  subjects  of  hi-story ;  for  wc 
could  not  fail  to  anticipate  ihe  most  beneficial  results  from 
this  literary  industry  to  the  future  g:eneration  of  Portuguese, 
A  richly  illuminated  Hebrew  bible,  and  a  statue  of  the  royal 
foundre.«s,  iu  nearly  a  modern  Parisian  dress,  were  the  prin- 
cipal curiosities  shown  tons.  The  librarian  conversed  with 
UA  in  French,  and  mentioned  that  the  ecclesiastical  books 
filled  with  the  farragosof  absurdity  concocted  in  the  plenitude 
of  monastic  power,  were  now  slumbering  in  disuse,  and  that 
the  public  taste  for  monkish  dreams  and  fictions  was  now 
evidently  on  the  decline.  The  diplomatic  agents,  both  at 
home  and  abroad^  were,  he  informed  us>  regularly  paid,  but 
the  librarians  had  not  received  one  tostao  during  the  la.^t  nine 
months;  and  raosl  feelingly  added,  "  we  are  not,  you  know, 
book-wormR,  and  therefore  cannot  be  supposed  to  exist  upoEi 
paper  and  leather." 

There  are  three  other  libraries,  each  containing  a  respecta- 
ble collection  of  books,  and  some  curious  Mas, ;  that  of  Nos,sa 
Scnhom,  de  Jesus;  Saint  Vincent  de  Fora,  a  Palladian  stnic- 
ture,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  old  town  ;  and  at  ihe  convent  of 
Saint  Francis,  where  space  and  regularity  are  wanting  to  the 
perfect  arrang^ement  of  the  books  in  one  large  and  separate 
apartment,  as  should  be  the  case  for  the  more  ready  access  to 
them  by  the  studious  among  the  monks. 
The  establishment  of  an  academy  of  sciences  at  Lisbon, 
lose  useful  transactions  are  annually  published,  and  nu- 
merous public  schooU  of  general  education,  or  colleges  as 
they  are   |>orapou8]y  torrocd^  would  argue  that  there  must 
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\k:  ftome  science  as  well  as  learning  among  the  I'ortii- 
gitese. 

!n  tile  centre  of  the  aqiiare  our  attention  vras  fixer!  hy  tlie 
finely  executed  equt^strian  statue  of  Jo^ph  1.,  the  work,  an 
well  as  tJjc  statnc  of  the  Queen  in  the  library,  of  Joaquim 
Macliado  de  Castro,  considored  in  PoriujjaJ  the  Canova  of  tlie 
country,  who  is  the  author  likcwifii;  of  the  bt^utiful  gron|)f» 
entitled  Our  Lady  of  th^  Incarnation,  and  of  the  noble  statues, 
re{ircst*iiting  Generosity  and  tiratitude,  in  the  royal  palace  of 
the  Ajitdo-  Emblematical  trophies  and  fibres  are  distributed 
ii]H>n  the  four  squares  of  the  base  of  the  statue,  npoa  one  fa<^e 
of  which  wafi  formerly  seen  a  resemblance  in  bronze  of  the 
Marquess  of  Porabal,  which  the  altered  politica  of  the  -suc- 
ceeding reign  Tindiclivcly  lore  from  the  pedestal;  as  if  the 
court  itself,  and  the  nation  at  large*  were  not  deeply  disgraced 
by  such  a  deed  ;  and  as  if  any  monument  could  be  wanting  to 
itiiinurtali/e  the  fame  of  Sebastian  Carvalho,  while  iht^  Jiur- 
rounding  buildings  should  be  allowed  by  Providence  to  stand 
the  rt*cord»  of  his  grandeur  and  energies  of  mind.  A  medal- 
lion of  the  city  arms  has  been  nftixed  in  its  stead,  which 
cunsist  of  a  vessel  in  full  sail*  wilh  a  crow,  stem  and  stern^ 
eonductin§:  it,  according  to  the  ancient  legend*  into  port,  after 
having  sufftred  severely  in  a  tempest. 

The  fine  statue  of  the  King  was  moulded  and  cast  by 
BurtliohiinL'^  da  Costa,  who,  frutn  a  simple  soklJcr  of  artillery, 
attained  to  a  high  grade  in  the  army,  and  became  dtatin- 
gutslicd  for  bis  taste  in  the  arts. 

The  masonry,  and  the  peculiarly  excellent  mode  adopted 
by  the  Portuguese  in  chiselling  and  convening  the  lai^ 
blocks  of  calcareous  stone  supplied  from  the  nctghbounng 
quarries,  te  well  worthy  of  observation ;  nor  less  so  the  ele- 
gance and  skill  exhibited  in  the  construction  of  their  hou!<cs, 
which  are  first  built  up  in  timber  frame-work,  of  immense 
Hircngth*  and  solidly  compacted.     Then  the  stone  casing  is 
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applied  round  the  whole,  aod  with  this  view,  tlial  on  ihc 
occurrence  of  an  earthquake^  the  fuciii^'  of  Muiie  may  Nt^[mnce 
itself  in  a  concussion  from  the  wooden  compages  of  the  fitruc* 
tiire»und  full  without  cndao^ring  the  remainder.  But  still  it 
voutd  appear  that  the  peril  of  tire  is  not  at  all  obviated  by 
this  architectural  e^cpedieut,  for  should  tlie  calamity  be  €Ver 
renewed  in  the  evening,  or  during  the  night,  the  very  agitation 
€»rthe  ground  would  cause  the  caudles  and  liffhlcd  coals  to  fly 
idKKit  in  all  directions,  and  ensure  more  certainly,  under  such 
a  system  of  buildinrr,  a  funeral  conflagration.  The  experience 
of  tbcdrtMidfulctiects  producc-d  by  treat  the  great  earthquake^ 
'  should  point  out  the  indi6i>en5able  necessity  of  making  every 
^_  po9»ibtc  provision  against  the  recurrence  at  all  events  of  thai 
^B  poHion  of  the  calamity. 

^P      Among  the  public  building  above  the  eastern  arcade,  may 
t>e  enumerated  the  East  India  House,  the  Custom  Homje,  the 
fitrici!^  of  the  marine  and  municipal  sidministnition,  and  at  its 
southern  extremity,  rattier  a  handsome  building,  the  ground- 
floor  of  which  flcrvea  aa  tlie  Exchange,  and  immediately  opens 
ui*on  the  Tagus- 
^B      The  thrrc  principal  streets,  which  have  been  already  cu- 
^  ttccd,  and  arc  known  in  common  parlance  by  the  appellation 
^H  <>f<vold.  Silver,  and  Cloth  Streets^  from  the  ditierent  trades 
^Kiirbich  are  conducted  in  them,  open  into  the  Pra^a  do  Ro^io* 
^|llri  arc  cut  at  right  angles  by  several  smaller  streets,  renderetl 
commodious  likewise  for  pedestrians  by  raised  foot-paths  and 
numt*rous  stone  pillars  placrd  at  intervals  aa  a  security  from 
wheels,  which  arc  culled  by  the  common  iicoplc  the 
ubTM  dcM  pierrcJi,  or  stone  mtmks  I    The  hfjuses  are  liuiiclsoTue, 
and  consist  of  several  floors,  as  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  some 
[wirts  of  Paris*.    Numerous  families  inhabit  the  same  dwelling, 
and  the  shops  upon  a  level  with  the  street  dis]>tay  consiclera- 
hie  wealth  and  taste  in  the  manufactured  articles  on  sale. 
The  squ&re  of  the  Ro^o  ts  of  an  oblong  shape,  and  its  area 
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]A  coQBidcrably  le-ss  exiersive  than  thai  of  Lho  Pra^a  do  Corn- 
memo,  just  cleHcribecK  U  \s  eatirely  &itrniundL<d  by  shops 
and  coffeehouses;  but  the  latter  so  little  resembled  thofic  of 
Varis  111  cumfort,  splendour,  and  cleanliness,  tliat  our  vwitA  to 
them  were  not  frequently  repeated.  The  favourite  erening 
pronif^nade  seems  to  be  in  this  stjiiarc,  to  judge  fmm  the 
invariable  asscmbl^e  of  Portugut'sc  of  all  classes  there  to* 
wards  sunset.  The  large  building  of  the  Inquisition  occupies 
nearly  the  whole  of  its  northern  line,  and  faces  the  streets 
whieh  lerid  into  the  Commercial  Square.  It  is  now  hsippily 
devoted  to  other  pin^osee  than  to  the  fell  tyiaiuky  of  those 
ftgvutT^  of  Satan,  who,  during  so  long  3  period,  held  in  it« 
dungeonf^  their  Moloch  reign  of  blood  ;  and  thus,  at  all  eventfi» 
it  may  he  said  iti  favour  of  tlie  Constitution^  that  it  has  pni^ed 
in  its  torrent  this  Augasaii  stable  of  its  moral  filth,  offences, 
and  iniquities^  and  h?ts  nobly  served  the  cause  of  Christianity 
and  of  suffering  humanity  in  breaking  open  the  doors  of  thia 
acuurscd  prison-house,  and  in  terminating  for  ever  the  usurjwd 
authority  cf  its  hateful  tribunal.  The  two  Chambers  occupy 
one  part  of  this  building,  and  the  remainder  is  given  up  to 
several  public  offices. 

In  tlie  Pre^a  da  Alegria  the  public  execution  of  criminals 
used  to  take  place;  whence  we  are  to  presume,  upon  the 
principle  of  ''  lucus  a  non  luceudo/*  that  the  appellation  was 
taken ;  and  near  it,  on  every  Tuesday,  as  has  been  described 
in  the  foregoing  letter,  a  fair  is  held  of  second-hand  wares, 
exhibited  on  a  long  wall  at  the  back  of  the  gardens  of  Salitre* 

In  the  Prafa  da  Figueira  fruiU  and  vegetables  are  sold,  as 
in  our  Covent  Garden,  M'herc,  sixty  years  since,  tlicrc  was 
scarcely  an  esculent  herb  to  be  seen;  and  likewise  iu  the 
Place  San  Paulo,  where  game  and  fowls  arc  aold,  as  well  as 
in  the  sp'^e  situated  between  the  Terreiro  Pubhco,  or  coro- 
market,  and  the  Black-horse,  or  Commercial  Square. 

To  the  west  of  ibis  Pra^a  do  Commerciu  is  the  hsh*niarkvL 
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erected  oa  the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  which  exceeds  the  morn- 
ing  exhibitions  of  our  Biiliiigsgatc  as  mucJi  in  Ihc  beauty  and 
T&riety  of  itdfiati,  a^  it  probably  does  ia  the  choice  and  cle- 
giBce  of  the  terms  poculiur  iv  the  pificatory  profession. 
-  Near  this  place  is  the  Cais  Sodr^%  a  smaller  square,  at  the 
nbottom  of  (lie  %ivc\>  Birvt'i  uf  the  second  hill,  and  towurds  the 
river,  Hanked  by  tJic  quay,  oit^  which  tlie  3tcam*vesacls  cioor^ 
and  almost  fruntini^  the  Ur^e  street  Alecrim^  which  U  jjartly 
bnUt  on  arches,  and  which  ruus  along:  the  open  spaee^  of 
Quintella  and  Loreto, 

In  the  arscnaU  where  our  troops  landed  a  few  months  sinee, 
there  is  notliing  remarkable,  sor  in  the  cannon  foundry,  (o 
tnerit  a  distinct  detail. 

The  dcjckyard  is  scarcely  as  extensive  at;  many  of  the  lar^st 
of  our  prtratc  ship-builders  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  and 
the  Avon.  In  the  na^'al  achcol  we  found  an  ok)  battered 
seaman,  with  a  couple  of  epaulets  on  his  shoulders,  giving  a 
party  of  young  midshipmen  a  very  useful  lecture  upon  ropea* 
ends. 

In  the  square,  of  which  the  front  of  the  arsenal  forms  the 
^olltllcm  line,  sepamting  it  from  the  Ta^is,  there  is  an  de- 
rated column,  (Surmounted  by  a  donble-hcaded  axe,  under 
which  it  \h  H^\d  that  the  public  decapitation  of  trnitoronK 
fidalgboiv  ti5ed  to  be  conducted.  The  backs  of  some  of  the 
hnuftex  in  the  Rua  San  Prancisro,  stiliiate-d  uprm  the  height  to 
the  north,  immediately  overlook  this  square  to  the  front  gates, 
and  indeed  down  the  whole  of  the  fflfadc  nf  the  arsenal.  The 
principal  street,  which  may  be  traced  through  all  its  windings 
and  ineqnabticB  along  the  banks  of  the  Tsigns.  from  Delcm  to 
the  most  eastern  point  of  Lisbon,  runs  under  the  arscnaL  at 
the  iMjttorn  of  ihw  squiire,  from  we-st  to  east.  On  ihe  e^i-stern 
aide  of  the  square  is  that  deciduous  establishment  the  national 
bank,  a3t  it  is  c^lh-fL 

.  In  walking  about  the  streets  of  Usbon.  it  might  be  suppoeed, 
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conftidering  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  climate,  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  wear  light  or  thiu  clothing;  but  a  stranger  to 
the  place  would  soon  discover  that,  while  it  is  exposed  to  the 
beams  of  an  ardent  suUp  it  is  equally  obnoxious  to  cold  car- 
rents  of  air  from  the  north,  and  that  the  greatest  caution  is 
rec|uired  in  providing  against  the  variations  in  the  ever- 
changeable  state  of  theatmoBphere.  During  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  those  streets  which  open  to  the  north  are  constantly 
liable  to  the  chilling  influence  of  almost  hyperborean  blasts, 
which  are  of  sufficient  force  to  annihilate  an  invalid  by  sud- 
denly checking  the  insensible  perspiration,  inducing  conse- 
quent fever,  and  terminating  at  last  in  producing  confirmed 
pulmonary  disease.  That  it  should  have  been  so  long  the 
fauhion  in  England  to  send  delicate  subjects  to  &eek  an 
impravenicnt  of  health  under  such  a  climate  as  this,  js  a 
matter  of  astonishment  to  those  who  have  learned  from  expe- 
rience all  its  incoiiveutences  and  dangers,  and  who  know, 
above  all,  the  very  few  comforts  afforded  in  the  generality  of 
Portuguese  houses  which  it  would  be  essential  for  an  iuvalid 
to  enjoy- 

The  principal  disonlers  of  the  body  to  which  a  residence  in 
Lisbon,  or  in  its  neighbourhood,  subjects  the  constitution,  arc 
apoplexy,  paralysi**,  derangement  of  the  digestive  syittent, 
moltgnaot  catarrhal  aflcctiong,  liver  complaints,  acute  rheuma- 
tism, colds,  aiid  constipa^fSes,  or  inflammations  in  the  boweU. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  Lisbon,  male  and  female,  are 
generally  seen  in  loose  cloaks,  made  of  cloth,  aa  a  presenra- 
tivc  agujust  the  influence  of  the  eddies  of  cold  air  which  are 
met  at  the  corners  of  the  streets,  intersecting  those  that  run 
down  from  the  high  pounds,  and  terminate  m  the  direction  of 
the  TaguK.  The  women  of  the  middling  class,  when  they 
walk  out,  have  generally  a  lifquarc  muslin  kerchief,  half 
doubled,  upon  the  head,  as  a  security  from  the  eflecta  of  heat 
and  cold,  whose  snowy  whitei&e^s  contrast^^  prettily  with  their 
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VKKm  <Wm  and  Hark  comptexionS;  white  \he  vi*-acJ(y  6T 
tt^T  expressive  eyes  ^^d  their  beautiful  ringlet*  of  black  hair, 
td)  bow  iiLucti  TLAttire  has  done  Wtv  Uiem  in  the  nay  ufornu- 
mcDt.  The  females  of  condition  are  generally  attired  in  the 
French  or  Hngliab  f<uhionH.  and  consr^quently  their  mode  of 
dre^  iias  no  peculiar  aiid  dis^tinctivc  character  to  be  noticed. 

Crowds  of  the  second  cla-ss  ofwumcn  aru  genei'ally  to  be 
found  attending  Ihe  celebration  of  m^f^  in  the  different 
churches^  whose  de]>ortment  however,  during  the  consecration 
of  the  faaly  sacrament,  and  when  retiring  from  the  house  of 
pmyeFp  would  not  iuchice  a  Pioteslant  to  believe  that  very 
deeply -ro(^it<;d  religious  feetio^  ccitld  iudiice  the  assemblage 
of  (leople  together  in  a  place  for  which  they  uianifejil  ko  little 
outward  respect.  In  fact,  such  arG  the  indecencies  and  im- 
proprieties commilted  by  the  lower  classes  in  the  churches 
during  divine  scr\'ice,  that  respectable  families  are  compelled 
to  withdraw  Hitoyelhcr  from  the  con  tarn  luitt  ion  of  ihe  crowd, 
and  purchase  the  Pope  s  dispensation  to  have  the  mass  cclc- 
imtled  daily  in  the  ]irivale  oratories  of  their  own  houses. 

It  has  been  publicly  asserted,  but  with  what  degree  of 
truth  I  cannot  stale,  that  such  is  the  poverty  aud  disregard  of 
decorum  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  government,  that  when 
B  person  dies  without  leavin)^  behiad  ^uiBcient  to  defray  the 
expends  of  his  funeral,  the  dead  body  is  laid  on  the  pavement 
of  the  most  public  street,  with  a  box  upon  the  breast,  into 
which  passers-by  drop  copper  or  silver  coin,  until  sufhcicnt 
has  been  thus  obtained  to  defray  tlie  expense  of  interment; 
and  that  a  soldier  stands  at  the  head  of  the  body  to  see  that 
IK)  money  is  abslracled,  for  in  Portugal  even  the  i^acn-d  pur- 
po^  for  which  it  is  intended  would  not  secure  it  witltout  this 
proiectioQ*  Such  an  instance  not  havint^  fallen  under  oar 
own  personal  observation,  rt  is  impos.>4ible  to  aiHrm  the  tnith 
of  this  assertion.  But  it  may  be  remarked  that  armed  6o!dierA 
«rc  always  stationed  during  the  day  in  tlic  churches  cIohc  to 
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the  fiiTourite  shrines,  where  the  wealthy  offerings  of  devotei^s 
are  most  abLindant*  as  a  preventive  against  the  eommi^ion  of 
itacrilegious  thefts,  numerous  eases  gf  which  occurred  daring 
the  period  of  our  residence  in  the  country. 

It  is  thv  ctistuui  of  a  gooci  Portuguese  to  bestow,  each  day, 
fiomc  little  portion  of  his  substance  in  charity  upon  the  numer- 
ous claimants  who  present  themselves  in  every  form,  and  in 
every  degree  of  tilth  ami  wretchcdneast  at  the  corner  of  each 
street;  and  the  little  donation  \h  made,  as  I  have  frequently 
observed,  mth  that  kindness  of  look  and  manner  which  be- 
speaks tile  heaven-descended  principle  that  prompts  the  com- 
passionate act< 

What  may  be  the  amount  of  the  population  of  Lisbun,  it 
would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  state  accurately,  and  conjecture 
is  hardly  to  be  admitted  on  ^ueh  a  subject.  Still,  as  every 
house  is  numbered,  an  exact  census  might  be  easily  taken, 
were  not  frauds  practised  to  interfere  with  the  accomplishment 
of  the  truth,  as  in  many  other  instances,  which  mi^ht  be  cited, 
of  the  mismanagement  and  dishonesty  of  tlie  government  offi*- 
cers.  The  Portuguese  themselves  say  that  the  jiojiulation  of 
Lisbon,  and  of  the  market-towns  included  within  the  limits  <:f 
the  Comarca,  may  be  estimated  at  not  much  more  than 
600,000  souls. 

One.  does  not,  however,  meet  at  the  tables  in  Portugal,  ex- 
cepting thoee  of  the  higher  class  of  intelligent  merchants,  with 
that  degree  of  ready  information  which  would  be  forthcoming 
from  Englishmen  of  a  much  lower  rank,  upon  all  subjects  con- 
nected in  any  way  witli  a  knowledge  of  their  country,  lo 
fact,  correct  re]X)rlP  of  political  events,  of  the  roads,  and  of  the 
internal  stale  of  the  country,  ran  only  be  procund  from  the 
mercantile  illuminati,  who  appear  to  have  their  eyes  and  cars 
everywhere  on  the  alert. 

The  Pnrtugue=;e  generally  are  not  great  travellers  in  their 
own  country,  and  hence  the  wretched  accominoddtiuns  atrorik-d 
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hi  Ihe  Estalngems  of  tlic  reniolc  districts.  However  in- 
fluenced by  a  Chmc:4e  eorl  of  jtalounyin  the  olMtJQftte  defence 
of  i5veu  wIieU  in  truly  objectiunablc  hi  lite  fi'^tnrcs  and  liabits 
of  the  provinces,  tlicy  s<:-ldorn  thcmi^elvcs  can  discover  any  in- 
terest in  tbuse  objects,  m  purnuit  uf  whicb  travellt-rii  visit  Por- 
tugal, and  which  are  sufficiently  numerous  and  attractive  to 
induce  aigreeable  delays  on  the  rovite.  Thus  strangeni,  gener- 
^ly  fpcAking,  are  far  better  acquainted  with  the  geography, 
tlie  jHipulalion,  ihc  producliims,  cilies,  architecture,  rivers  and 
forcfits,  mountain  and  landscape  scenery  of  Portugal,  than  the 
natives  themselves-  It  has  been  said  that  "a  Portuguese  can 
steer  a  ship  to  BrasU  with  le^s  difficulty  than  he  can  guide  his 
borse  from  Li^Ikiu  to  Porto," 

The  cathcdrnlt  or  Sc,  known  also  as  the  Basilica  de  Santa 
Maria,  is  situated  on  the  iacUnalinn  ofa  sleep  acclivity  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  has  been  in  a  great  measure  re- 
built since  the  earthquake  in  a  mijiced  style  of  ancient  and 
modem  Gothic,  and  particularly  the  quire-  There  is  nothing 
very  remarkable  In  the  architecture,  but  the  wealth  displayed 
upon  the  principal  and  side  altars,  and  the  numerous  cx-votos 
in  wax  suspended  round  the  columns  and  pillars,  ho  as  almost 
to  conceal  the  stone-work,  attract  hither  daily  crowds  of  Ro- 
manists and  heretics.  The  filth,  however,  of  the  churchp  and 
the  ))eMilential  system  of  exclusive  burial  within  its  walls, 
as  ever^Tvhere  else,  in  direct  violation  of  the  old  eccle- 
SttStical  canon,  which  absolutely  forbade  the  custom,  render 
a  riftit  to  iu  curiosities  almost  intolerable.  The  stench  of 
cosTtipting  mortaJity  beneath  the  wooden  flooring  is  such,  as 
to  be  quite  overpowering;  and  the  subject  of  astonishment  is^ 
tlat  this  horrid  custom  has  not  already  produced  some  endc- 
niical  disease. 

In  the  church  of  Saint  Itoque,  owing  to  tbe  insufferable 
iteneh,  it  was  imposisible  for  us  to  remain  a  sufficient  time  to 
perfect  u^ir  exnminEition  of  the  three  magniliceut  specimens  of 
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Mosaic  in  llic  chapel  of  the  Baptist;  but  the  curwry  ritw 
whicli  we  did  persevere  jii  taking  of  them,  enables  u«  to  say 
that  the  centrc-piccc,  the  subject  of  which  is  the  haptism  of 
John,  can  scarcely  be  Jislingiiished  from  a  picuire,  and  that 
the  two  rcpresentatmns  on  either  side  have  alniofjt  equal  merit, 
and  dial,  ia  short,  the  three  taken  together  are  so  surpriMng  in 
their  effect,  that  they  stand  ahnost  alone  and  unrivalled  in  iho 
arte.  They  were  brought  froni  Rome  by  the  orders  of  John  V< 
for  the  Jesuits,  \vho  at  that  tune  possessed  the  church. 

On  the  summit  of  the  hill  is  the  citadel,  or  castle  of  Lisbon, 
called  !ilso  O  Castello  do3  Moiiros>  now  a  mere  ruin,  but  oc- 
cupied by  a  battalion  of  Portuguese  soldiers,  who  have  charge 
of  the  small  battery  that  commands  the  town.  We  found 
Bomc  rtcrnits  at  their  drill  on  the  parade  ground;  and  the 
brutal  treatment  which  they  experienced  from  their  ofiicere  in 
blows  and  kicks,  whilst  it  made  our  blood  boil  with  indigna- 
tion, that  the  dignity  of  the  human  being  should  be  so  out- 
raged, conveyed  at  the  same  time  a  pretty  intelligible  proof 
why  the  common  soldiera  of  the  Portuguese  army^  as  is  well 
known  to  be  the  case,  lament  that  ^*  heroic  act  of  undoubted 
constitutional  wisdom  and  patriotism,"  which  removed  Lord 
Bercsford  and  the  British  officers  from  the  commands  which 
tliey  respeclively  held, 

Near  the  castle  is  the  prison  of  Limoeiro,  which  wafl  m 
former  times  the  residence  of  the  Portuguese  sovereigns- 
From  this  elevation,  and  from  the  roof  of  the  convent  in  the 
Una  San  Franciaco,  as  from  the  height  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the 
most  delightful  and  extensive  views  arc  obtained  of  Lisbon,  the 
crowded  TsiguSp  and  t]ie  opixisilc  line  of  shore,  nearly  from 
above  Aldca  Gallcga,  including  the  lofty  town  of  Pnlmclln  and 
Almada,  down  to  thi^  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  and  into  llie  Atlan- 
tic ocefin. 

At  no  great  distance  from  the  cathedral  thei^  is  a  new 
BtTcet,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  the  remaiiia  of  a  Romau 
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theatre  were  discovered  towards  the  close  of  Llie  last  century. 
The  church  do»  Marttre?^,  which  stajida  on  liie  s\x>i  where 
AlphoD&o  I.  ftccompiifihcd  the  dcfc&t  of  the  Moors,  takes  pre* 
ccxleace  of  all  the  others  in  public  solcmnltii^s,  as  the  most  an- 
cient parish  of  Lisbon.  The  fitacristy  of  the  church  da  Gr&^a 
cuDtajjis  the  mausoleum  of  Alphon?io  Albuquvrque^  the  cele- 
brated viceroy  of  India. 

The  palucc  of  the  kings  grnnd  buiiUman,  do  Mouteiro 
Mor.  biLS  long  been  appropriiited  to  the  different  departincutd 
€>f  the  general  post'-office,  the  Correio  gerat,  as  it  is  called  in 
Portuguese, 

"  The  third  hill,"  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  "  con- 
tinues from  the  eminence  on  which  the  cattle  of  Li.sbon  is  »i* 
tuated,"  as  Mr,  Link  remarks,  "  to  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  town.  This  part  of  the  city  also  consists  of  narrow,  irre- 
gular, ill-paved  streets-  It  appeun*  from  the  style  of  building 
that  this  is  the  oldest  part  of  Lisbon,  the  houses  being  niirruw, 
but  hii^h,  containing  many  stories,  and  bearinj?  Gothic  orna- 
ments; a  mode  of  building  which  has  been  justly  exploded  in 
a  country  where  earthquakes  are  so  frequent.  Following  the 
river  to  the  eastward  of  Lisbon,  .^mall  honses  continue  ahnust 
ail  the  way,  and  one  village  succeeds  to  anotlier."  from  Beato 
Antn  tn  Prafa  de  Prate,  Portella,  Sacavem,  Porta  de  Ferrau, 
and  nearly  up  to  the  Villa  Nova,  (opposite  the  fort  and  ferry 
da  Rainhaf)  where  the  main  road  leaves  the  Tagus,  and 
branches  off  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  Santarem  :— 

Sod  iupt  intenk,  fugit  irrcpvabilc  tompuii, 
$iT)^kduoi  cQpti  circiirtivitcihiiiuriLmoru, 

So  let  me  hasten  to  give  you  a  brief  description^  before  we  part, 
of  the  subject  represented  in  the  accompanying  sketch.  As  a 
state^trick  to  be  played  oif  in  favour  of  Absolutism  against  the 
possible  revival  of  the  constitutional  system,  at  the  moment  in 
abeyance,  owing  to  the  folly  or  the  dishonesty  of  the  liberals, 
the  idea  was  conceived  by  the  courthng  priesthood,  of  putting 
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our  lady  of  Grace,  rcpre«acntccl  by  9  little  earthen  figure,  iuto  a 
rabbit-hole^  wliLuce  she  is  dignified  by  tiie  title  of  No&sh  Senburft 
da  Roca^  or  dc  Barraca.  She  is  aUo  dietiugiiishcd  by  aiwlher 
atiaSt  that  of  Ncwsa  Senhora  da  Conc^i^ao.  This  said  conde- 
scension of  our  Lady  of  Grace  to  imprisonment  for  «ome  daya 
in  a  dark  hole,  was  to  be  rewarded  by  future  etnersioii  to  gre^t 
;5lory  and  wealth.  Accordingly,  discovered  by  some  bt^ys  and 
their  do^^^  who  wem  hunting  among  the  roots  fcH*  the  vrild 
denizens,  and  thinkingof  any  thing  else  than  discovering  di- 
rinity  in  a  cunicular  burrow,  a  report  of  faer  proaeuce  wa^ 
made  to  the  pne:»thood,  the  rojul  family,  and  the  populace. 
Her  appearance  at  such  a  crisis  could  only  be  intended  for  the 
<lefence  of  the  king,  the  Romifth  creed*  the  eccleaia&tical  esta- 
blishment, and  the  country  at  large*  from  the  renewal  of  all 
ftttemptA  agaJnftt  either  by  that  Philistine  race,  the  oonsbtu- 
cional  declaimerfi.  The  terrors  of  prieetly  denunciations  en- 
-Mired  the  popular  belief  in  the  supposed  reality  of  this  fiction, 

After  remaining*  therefore,  that  leng:th  of  time  in  the  boAvete 
of  the  earth  required  by  the  peculiar  law  of  this  dram!i,  Noasa 
Senhora  was  at  length  duly  extracted  from  her  hidingplacc, 
and  borne,  with  every  circumRtaiice  of  priestly  pomp  and  royal 
pride,  to  the  doore  of  the  cathedral,  where  the  good  old  king, 
uiid  the  queen,  with  all  their  family,  were  awaiting  her  ar- 
nval,  in  order  to  attend  the  installation  of  Nossa  Senhora  over 
\h.e  altar,  henceforth  devoted  to  her  service,  and  to  receive 
the  offerings  of  the  devout  for  no  one  person's  benefit  but  her 
own.  Regal  donationfi  of  splendid  jeweK  and  silver  lamps; 
'iaras  enriched  with  precious  stones ;  necklaces  and  rosaricB  of 
^aris  or  diamonds;  silver  candleslicici,  and  bouquets  of  arti- 
ijcial  flowers;  innumerable  letters;  and  the  members  of  the 
body,  represented  in  wax,  soon  decorated  the  slu'ine  of  Niw^a 
Seuhora  de  Barraca. 

One  would  have  said  with  the  multitude  cf  another  country* 
*' great  is  Uianaofthe  EphcMans/'  if  this  Uttle  figure  of  earth 
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had  not  met  with  an  accident  in  the  hands  of  a  priest  who  was 
changing  her  external  habiihrent^.  She  shpjx^d  ibrough  his 
fin^rs  upon  the  ground,  and— O  infcnduvt! — was  broken! 
Happily,  she  was  ptcaRcd  to  revive,  after  a  miraculous  man- 
ner, in  another  earthen  compofiition  rcsemblin};  the  original, 
according  to  particuhir  mctamorphosic  laws;  for  the  "great 
gains"  were  not  lo  be  given  up,  Nossa  Seohora  II„  hicor* 
jHiratmg  her  own  fragments,  has  amtinued  equally  the  object 
of  cu/fe  with  her  first  self,  and  is  as  wealthy  as  formerly;  is 
guarded  too  aa  strictly  as  ever  by  the  niililary;  and  moreover, 
is  reported  to  have  adminii^tered  consolation  by  her  presence 
to  the  soverrign,  when  all  hnman  Akill  for  the  preservation  of 
bb  life  had  been  pronounced  vain  and  hopcle&s. 
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liO  I  Gintn^a  gloriouA  Eden  interrenet 
In  variegated  roase  of  moiuit  and  gleo. 
Ah  me  I  what  hand  can  pencil  ^de,  or  pen. 
To  follow  half  on  which  the  eje  dilates. 
Through  views  mora  dazzling  unto  mortal  ken 
l^an  those  whereof  such  things  the  hard  relates, 
"Who  to  the  awestruck  world  unlocked  Elysium's  gates. 

Childe  Harold. 


Cintra,  1827, 
The  idea  of  quitting  Lisbon,  after  sundry  days  of  more  than 
mortal  endurance  of  heat,  stench,  and  filth,  for 

*  Cintra*a  cold  domaLn, 

The  soothing  refuge  of  the  Naiad  traio^^ — 

was  quite  delightful  and  exhilarating.  As  we  entered  the 
s6ge,  our  imaginations  drew  scenes  of  paradisal  bliss,  con- 
sisting of  bubbling  rills,  cool  shades,  groves  of  orange  and 
lemon  trees,  and  a  pure  atmosphere  awaiting  us,  behind  the 
bold  and  broken  line  of  mountain  on  whose  lofty  summits  the 
Penha  convent  and  the  Moorish  castle  present  themselves  to 
the  view.  To  the  north  of  that  elevated  range,  which  is  so 
singularly  broken  into  a  succession  of  isolated  points,  and 
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upon  its  declivity,  lookinjj  down  over  a  valley  to  Colarcs  and 
the  Atlantic, — wliicli,  for  the  golden  fiuit  of  il«  niimeruus  and 
iKautiful  gardens,  diiftributcd  wilh  the  utmost  t&Atc  upon  the 
gentle  sifjpes  of  the  hills,  might  stand  in  comparison  with  the 
fohlcd  regions  of  the  Hcspcridcit, — arc  situated  the  quintas  of 
Cintra,  "  bosomed  high  in  tufted  tree«." 

Wc  arc  just  arrived,  and  have  found  clean  and  comfortable 
QcrcomrnudatioDs  at  Costa s  hotel,  which  we  lliink  fortunate; 
fur  cnrn-ds  of  young  officers  are  coming  in  every  moment  from 
the  experimental  squadron  to  sec  the  glories  of  the  place, 
having  put  into  requisition  all  the  means  of  conveyance  from 
Lisbon, — Seges,  Burros,  Fregatas^  and  lean-looking  hacks,  with 
all  the  viv^^ity,  importance,  and  bustle  characteristic  of 
Britisli  seamen.  The  colony  appears  at  this  moment  to  bo 
perfectly  English ;  and  what  with  the  mercantile,  the  mili- 
lary,  and  the  naval  indux  of  our  fellow-cojntrymen,  we  can 
with  difficulty  persuade  oiirsclvts  that  wc  arc  at  last  actually 
in  the  interior  of  Portugal, 

Our  bolkcTG  is  a  drok  dc  corps,  crowned  with  a  xngarlixir- 
Bhapcd  hat,  encased  in  a  flowered  waistcoat,  an  embroidered 
nanktren  jacket,  and  sporting  an  unusunl  longitude  of  tail. 
His  physiognomy  possesses  a  *7";-^/ww  wickedness  in  it» — a  look 
of  rognery  und  archness,  that  strongly  recommend  him  to  th^' 
value  of  our  liigh  consideration.  He  has  had  an  impiidcnt 
remark  to  rnftkt  upon  every  passenger  wlium  we  met  <in  tht; 
road;  and  never  was  insolence  so  good-humouiedly  reccivcd- 
Wben  there  was  no  one  else  ujjon  whom  to  vent  the  effusions 
of  his  sarcastic  genius,  he  would  turn  round  upon  his  mute, 
and  animadvert  in  cutting  terms  upon  the  coat  of  caehmere 
with  which  I  had  prondcd  myself,  and  nib  his  hands  with 
Inintttng  sutisfaction  at  having  wounded  me,  03  he  imagined, 
in  a  tender  point.  Wc  kept  both  the  leathern  curtains  of  the 
S^^  undrawn,  in  order  to  view  the  country,  and  listen  lo  the 
entertaining  drollery  of  this  prince  of  bolhcros.    The  fellow. 
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it  appeared  afterwards,  poast^s^d  feelini^  as  well  as  humour. 
We  employed  his  services  constantly  in  Lisbon;  and  upon  our 
return  Rafe  (tvm  Uie  praiiDcefi,  when  we  chanced  to  meet  him 
in  his  stable  attire,  lie  favoured  na,  in  the  warmth  of  his 
gratitude,  with  a  repular  Portujcrtiesc  embrace;  and  I  believe, 
bad  we  been  Ern}>crors,  he  would  have  forgotten  at  Uic 
moment  all  difference  of  rank,  and  certainly,  what  wa«  not 
very  acceptable,  the  l<t»tini^  imprr^ssion  which  his  own  per- 
sonal mconvcnienees  were  culeulutcd  to  leave  upon  our  dress- 

Our  rt«wl  from  Biirnos  Ayrt-s  passed  to  tb«  right  of  the 
E^trella  church  and  corn-cnt*  and  thcB  across  the  open  square 
to  the  steep  fitn^el  which  leads  up  tu  tlie  Pnitesfant  burial- 
ground,  and  to  the  barrackf*  occupied  by  a  battalion  of  the  Bri- 
tish guards,  aiid  thence  IjeLween  high  walls  down  into  th«  valley 
of  Alcantara>  where  that  stupendous  monument  of  modern  auda* 
city  in  structure,  the  aqueduct,  commenced  early  in  the  last 
ccnturj",  by  Manoel  da  Moga.  under  the  command  of  JcJiu  V„ 
is  behchi  majeaticaUy  striding  from  range  to  range  of  hill. 

What  was  said  by  Rousseau  on  first  viewing  the  magnj- 
5ceTit  Pont  du  Gard  near  Nhnes,  may  with  equal  truth  be 
applied  to  express  the  astonishment  impressed  on  the  mind 
by  coining  suddenly  upon  the  Aquc^duct  of  Alcantara; 
which,  however  prcvbusly  prepared  by  reiterated  reports  of 
the  jifrandeur  and  boldness  of  its  elevation,  we  found  actually 
exceeding  all  representation,  and  indeed  worthy  of  the  times 
of  the  Romans. 

In  the  Portuguese  language  it  is  called  the  Areas  das  Agons 
Li^Tes,  Its  principaJ  source,  for  there  are  several  tributary 
streams,  which  are  subsequently  united  in  supplying  the 
aqueduct  with  water,  is  situated  in  the  hamlet  of  Cuncssas,  at 
a  distance  of  about  two  leagues  from  Lisbon-  It  crasser  the 
valley  of  Alcantara  on  thirty-five  arches;  fourteen  of  which, 
including  the  grand  centre  arch,  are  pointed,  the  remainder 
havinef  a  drcular  form.    The  span  of  the  principal  arch,  from 
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base  to  hose,  is  ubout  one  huudred  feet,  and  iu  height  to  the 
parapet  wall  two  hundred  and  fourteen.  The  brciKlth  of  the 
course,  running  over  the  arches,  \»  rather  more  than  twenty- 
four  feet  Thia  passage  is  vaulted,  and  continues  the  whfJe 
internal  line  of  the  aqueduct  to  afford  free  space  for  those 
pcmotui  to  move  along,  whose  bu&mo^*!  it  is  to  net  that  the 
channels  u^ed  for  the  conveyance  of  the  waters  arc  kept  clean 
and  in  order,  and  that  the  masonry  work  is  niaiutmned  in 
good  repair. 

Tlie  small  towers  placed  at  different  intcrralsi^  are  not  com- 
monly attached  to  aqueducts^  and  certainly  do  not  add  to  the 
general  etfecL  of  thU;  but  still  thty  arc  very  serviceable  in 
supplying  the  interior  of  the  work  with  a  constant  current  of 
fresh  air. 

There  is  a  Bemicircular  channel,  of  thirteen  inches  in  dianic- 
ter^  on  either  side  of  the  covered  gallery,  through  which  the 
current  of  water  is  made  to  flow  in  alternate  succcasion»  as 
may  lje  fouud  necessary  by  the  men  in  attendance.  Above 
there  is  a  Ibot^way,  which,  besides  being  a  rery  agreeable 
walk,  considerably  abridges  tike  distance  to  the  preKy  village 
of  Bemfica  for  thonc  who  may  be  proceeding  thiUicr  on  fool. 
It  ya^  the  mihject  of  universal  complaint,  that  neither  the  quan- 
tity nor  the  qualit)'  of  the  water,  supplied  by  the  aqueduct  ta 
the  different  fouiitaia»  of  Lisbon,  are  by  any  means  in  an  in- 
creasing or  improving  condition.  The  amount  is  now  still 
farther  diminished  by  the  unusuul  be^t  v(  the  summer ;  and 
in  some  of  the  lower  parts  of  Lisbon*  which  border  upon  the 
Tagus,  the  chief  supplies  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  arc 
procured  from  the  water-boats  of  Almada,  on  the  opjxiHiie 
shore.  A  regular  account  is  taken  of  the  annual  decrease  of 
water,  which  Hows  from  various  sources  into  the  aqueduct; 
and  really  it  must  be  very  alarming  for  the  inhabitants  of  Lis- 
bon to  observe  how  regularly,  from  year  to  year,  as  is  idatcd, 
the  ratio  of  quantity  has  continued  to  decline,  whilu  there  is 
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rcaaoD  to  appi-eheiid  from  appearances  a  &Mll  further  aiinujil 
decrease  in  tlie  supply  of  that  indispensable  bles&iug. 

Tbe  village  of  BemHca  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  tbc 
liberties  of  Lisbon,  and  abounds  with  pretty  quintas,  belonging 
to  tbt*  nobility  and  ricb  merchants  of  Lisbon ;  the  most  orna* 
mental  of  which  are  thoae  of  the  Marquess  of  Fronleira,  in  tbe 
Italian  >.lyle,  and  of  Mr.  Devisme,  an  EnglisU  merchant, 
who»c  national  ta&te  has  l>een  displayed  in  the  peculiar  arclii- 
tE^cture  of  his  house,  and  in  tlie  arrangement  of  his  gardens. 

The  Dominican  convent  has  t\vo  remarkable  monuments  to 
i:)Oasl  i.if ;  llie  one  is  the  mausoleum  of  Joau  das  Ite^ms,  whose 
influence  in  the  Cortes  at  Coimbra  procnred  the  Basiard 
John  to  be  proclaimed  novereign  of  Portugal ;  and  Llie  other, 
the  cenotaph  of  the  celebrated  Jodo  de  Castro,  the  br&Tc  and 
virtuoUN  viceroy  of  India. 

After  we  had  quitted  the  suburbs  of  Lisbon,  the  charactcf 
of  the  Interior  of  the  coLinlrj'  became  more  strikingly  apparent, 
and  it  cannot  certainly  be  praised  for  its  beauties.  It  is  hilly, 
unenclosed,  and  totally  destitute  of  trees ;  and  the  black  colour 
of  the  limcslonc  and  basalt,  of  which  the  soil  round  the  city 
principally  eonsisti^,  gives  a  sombre  character  to  the  scenery. 
Here  and  there  were  a  few  scattered  and  miserable  looking 
olive-trees;  and  in  the  hedge- rows, where  an  atteinptwas  made, 
in  a  few  instances,  to  raLse  such  a  defence  round  the  fields, 
numerous  American  aloes  in  blossom,  of  which  we  coimted 
nearly  thirty  within  a  very  small  distance  from  each  oibcr» 
were  the  only  objects  to  engage  the  attention,  excepting,  how- 
ever, always  the  infinite  number  of  small  windmills,  placed 
close  upon  the  road,  and  distinguished  from  any  which  we  had 
ever  seen  before,  by  the  form  of  their  sails  resembling  the 
tibape  of  a  Maltese  cross*  Tbe  crops  bad  been  taken  oS  the 
grounds  which  was  thus  deprived  of  all  appearance  of  herb- 
age, and  nothing  could  be  more  dull  than  the  prospect  around 
uft.  .Xix  the  meanwhile,  we  found  ihe  state  of  tlic  mads  sc» 
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execrable,  that  our  joints  were  nearly  dislocated  by  the  lime 
wc  turned  the  corner  of  the  mountain  to  descend  tlie  n^irrow 
winding  road  Uito  Cintra,  Our  carriage  cost  us  the  almost  in- 
calculable sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  reis  for  the 
^y^  includioff  the  services  of  our  witty  Bolhero,  who  made  no 
objection,  at  the  wretched  Casa,  situated  half-way  between 
Ligtjon  and  Cintra,  to  take  bis  ^are  of  the  wine,  in  which 
large  pec£4  of  coar&e  bread  were  soaicedf  as  a  bait  for  his  Fre- 
gatas- 

Strong  reports  prevailed  at  Lisbon  upon  the  evening  pr«- 
-vkjos  to  our  departure  for  Ciotra,  of  depredaiiooB  having  been 
very  recently  committed  on  passengers  by  a  banditti  cmi^tiHt- 
iug  of  twelve  men;  but  either  the  report  was  untrue,  or  iho 
uumbeniofour  naval  officers  on  the  road  had  scared  them  away; 
for  we  wore  fortunate  enough  not  to  fall  into  their  hands. 
About  twu-lhirds  of  the  way  from  Liabon  we  came  to  a  foun- 
tain, standing  in  a  very  lonely  aituation,  where  travellers  refreah 
their  mules-  This  was  the  sptjt  where  danger  was  to  be  a|*- 
-prehcnded.  There  is  a  high  wall  to  the  north  of  the  fountain, 
behind  which  some  malcreados  had  been  lately  wont  to  take 
tbelr  station?,  and  out  of  mere  malice  throw  large  stones  upon 
our  military  officers,  who  might  chance  to  pull  up  there;  but 
one  of  the  cowardly  assailants  having  at  lost  provoked  the  dis* 
char^  of  a  pistul,  by  which  he  was  wounded,  the  dangerous 
eport  was  thenceforth  discontinued, 

A  few  duys  afttfr  we  had  visited  Cintra,  and  the  route  had 
become  less  frequented,  the  lady  of  an  English  officer,  who 
Jiad  preceded  her  hu^iband  on  the  n>ad  towards  Lisbon  only 
half  an  hour,  was  stopped  near  this  solitary  fountain,  and  her 
iSif^  would  most  undoubtedly  have  been  plundered,  and  pos- 
,Aibly  her  person  insulted^  had  it  not  been  for  the  accidental 
iftrrival  of  a  priest  &t  the  critical  moment,  who  succeeded  in 
^lisauading  the  robbers  from  pcreevering  in  their  attempt. 
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TIjc  view  of  tlie  rugged  mountains  before  U8  became  conii- 
uually  more  grand  and  »ur[)nhing  as  wc  approaLhcd  them» 
displaying  an  alnaost  endless  series  of  breaks,  elevated  pro- 
jections, insukted  points,  and  deeply  retiring  cavities.  The 
road  soon  passed  under  a  high  arch,  thrown  across  it  in  crdcr 
to  connect  the  giirdcas  of  the  palace  of  Ramaihau  will*  llic 
oppoBitc  pleasure-grounds.  Wc  obtatned  admission  to  the 
gardens,  through  which  a  constant  current  of  water  is  kept 
flowing,  supplied  through  covered  channels  from  the  oei^- 
bouring  heights.  The  pdlace,  a  little  time  since  the  place  of 
imprisonment  ordained  by  the  constitutional  government  for 
the  refractory  queen  mother,  is  now  in  a  stale  of  perfect  deso- 
lation ;  attd  such  is  the  exposed  a^^pect  of  the  garden,  that  even 
the  pomegranates  and  the  blossoming  myrtles,  nay,  even  the 
small  leafed  orange'trees  and  other  fthnihe,  require  to  be  con- 
slautly  watered  twice  in  the  day;  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
giouiid,  under  the  shade  of  some  tall  Lombardy  popIarR>  a  few 
vegetables  appear  to  be  reared  with  difficulty. 

Passing  through  long  strings  of  mules,  laden  with  the  va- 
rious fruits  and  vegetables  of  the  Colarcs  gardens  and  orchards, 
and  tnjops  of  attendant  peasants,  we  at  length  began  to  wind 
round  the  rock,  on  which  a  little  chapel  in  situatc-d  to  the  left 
above  tlie  road,  when  Cintia  was  at  once  disclosed  to  our  long- 
ing cxpcctatiooB,  with  it£  forest  scenery  of  oak  and  cork-trees; 
its  royal  palace,  numerous  quintas  shining  amid  the  oraugt 
and  lemon  grovoa,  which  adorn  the  declivity  of  the  Moorish 
hill, — and  a  lovely  valley  to  tlie  right,  where  nature  is  beheld 
in  her  richest  and  greenest  garb,  extending  down  to  the  sea, 
whof^e  gulden  waves  reflected  at  the  moment  the  rays  of  the 
flcttiug  sun  ;  and  sun-set^i  can  in  no  part  of  the  world  be  more 
astonishing  and  glorious  than  in  Portugal,  When  Lisbon  is 
entirely  burnt  up,  arid  fainting  imder  oppressive  heat,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  favoured  spot  are  enjoying  their  mountfun 
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tilh  and  dclighlfully  refreshing  verdure,  &nd  an  atnioaphcro 
more  tiiuxx  ten  degrees  cooler,  from  iu  northern  aspect,  than  at 
the  capital.  ' 

P  Our  first  object  of  curious  inquiry  and  examination  was  tbij 
palace,  built  by  Dom  Emmanuel,  (the  fortunaleO  whoac  co- 
nically-shaped  kitchea  chimnies,  reiieiTibling  ut  a  distance  the 
Bristol  ^lass- house?*,  Ibrm  no  very  pleasing  addition  to  the 
finrt  view  of  the  buildings  of  Ciiitra, 

(til  Klii|>inK  moundi,  nt  in  lUi:  viilv  Lciicnlli 
An<  ilumt!B  «4'lii-re  wliiluiuv  kings  did  laalu?  rvpnii; 
Bui  ituw  tliv^  wild-tlowi.-i9  runrid  Uivm  uuly  l^rvallic* 
Yvt  luiucd  vplcndQui  Btill  i>  llMj^rfitky  thoi«- 

CniLDK  Uaaoux. 

In  feet,  nothing  can  g^ivc  ho  perfect  an  idea  of  desolation  as 
the  de^rted  gloomy  halls  of  this  once  proud  mansion,  and  lU 
neglected  gardens.  The  palace  is  a  large  rambling  building* 
unskilfully  distributed  into  long  ]mssagCH  and  small  closets, 
and  in  several  parts  bears  the  character  of  Moorish  architec* 
ture,  and  particularly  iu  the  point  and  ornamental  work  of  the 
windows.  From  the  upper  apartments  the  view  over  the 
town  upon  the  soulli  side,  which  commands  the  rugged  moun- 
tain from  its  base  to  the  upmost  |3oint,  where  the  Moorish 
eafitle  is  seen  chalien^mr^  thv  clouds  h&  they  pass  alonpf  the 
heavens,  is  truly  siiblimr.  From  llic  windows  of  the  apart- 
ment which  formerly  served  as  a  duucins;  saloon,  we  enjoyed 
a  delj^'htful  praspcct  down  the  valley  to  the  shores  of  the  At- 
(antic,  in  the  citreetion  of  south-we^t,  through  groves  and  or- 
cbv^rds  over  which  Ihe  gentle  gale:s  came  up  charged  with  the 
[M-rfumo^  of  lemon  and  orange-trees,  luxuriantly  bloei^oming  or 

I  bearing  fruit.  Th-*  east-south  ^asl  frout  of  the  palace  bears 
knlirely  i\n^  Moorish  character,  and  in  front  there  is  a  fountain 
fe|>OQ  a  terrace  surrounded  by  ba1ustrade:<«.  In  thfi  dancing 
likirw  iiumeruug  magpies  are  repreEented  with  a  label  in 
Iheir  beak«.  beating  the  iruseriplion  of  "  Por  Dcm/'  in  aJlusicm 
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tij  some  tale  of  jealijusy  recorded  in  ttic  royal  annub.  The 
chapel  uud  royal  gallery  are  upon  the  secoad  floor,  and  there 
is  a  foimtain  in  the  vestibule  upon  the  right  hand  leading  into 
the  prineipal  guard-room,  the  roof  of  whieh  is  divided  into 
octagoual  compartments,  ornamented  with  ptiintings  uf  swaus 
having  crowns  round  their  iieckt*. 

It  wjifi  impo.ssible  to  remark,  without  mixed  itentiments  of 
pity  and  indig;uation,  llie  traces  of  the  footsteps  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Alplionso  VI. ^  impressed  upon  the  Mosaic  work,  which 
forms  the  floor  of  the  small  square  room,  where  during  nine 
years  the  rtiyal  captive  wure  Diit  ;*  tediuus  existence,  and  ulti- 
mately died  the  victim  of  his  brother's  ambition,  and  of  the  in- 
trigues of  his  wife.  Tlial  he  was  a  sovereign  justly  despised 
for  his  vices,  there  caa  be  no  doubt ;  but  the  recollection  of  the 
cruelties  iiiflrcled  upon  him  by  his  unprincipled  jailers,  added  H 
to  their  own  profligacy  of  conduct  in  marrying,  under  an  in- 
funiuus  (sanction  obtained  by  money  from  the  pope^  and  even 
during  his  life,  created  rather  the  di^ipo^ition  to  sympathise  in 
his  fiuflering^,  than  to  dwell  upon  his  imputed  crimes.  The 
large  iron  ring  to  which  his  chains  were  fastened,  still  remains 
fl\cd  in  the  wall,  as  the  heavy  bolts  likewise  which  secured 
the  small  grated  window,  overlooking  a  narrow  court,  where 
guards  were  constantly  stationed  to  prevent  his  escape. 

In  the  square  room  of  the  Sallas  das  Armas,  we  found 
shields,  arranged  under  Uie  upper  mouldings  by  order  of  Em- 
manuel, bearing  tJie  arras  of  all  the  Portuguese  nobility,  with 
their  names  inscribed  respectively  on  each,  which  are  pendent 
from  the  necks  of  stags,  between  whose  gilt  horns  the  cre*« 
of  the  noble  families  arc  displayed.  One  of  the  shi'^fds  had 
been  removed,  and  the  name  of  the  traitorous  nobleman  erased^ 
whose  armorial  bearings  had  been  emblazoned  upon  it-  Wc 
understood  it  to  have  been  that  of  the  conspirator  against  the 
lite  of  Joseph  L,  tlie  duke  of  Aveiro.  This  apartment  open* 
to  the  east  over  ^  garden,  prettily  laid  out  upon  a  terrace  be- 


■ 


ILI-USTRATKO. 


lealh.  Ill  lliu  n^UEi  of  llit*  foitntain,  on  a  plug  Imn^  drawn 
by  ati  ioviftiblc  hand,  water  rusiics  dowu  the  ttlc-covercd  walls 
from  inaumerable  small  aixTturu^,  tlialure  iinpenx-ptiUe;  und 
in  tho  open  courts  in  the  front  of  this  apartment,  there  is  a  co- 
lumn mth  a  grotesque  capital,  which,  upon  some  secret  spring 
being  touched,  emits  a  lar<^  volume  of  water,  of  sufficient 
breadth  to  reach  the  waiU  of  the  court,  as  it  descends  on 
cither  side-  There  is  a  refreshing  coolness  [iroduced  by  ihcae 
fountains  and  water-i^poutSr  which  communicates  n  delightful 
ftenxation  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  This  oriental  custom 
was  probably  introduced  with  other  luxuries  by  the  Moors. 

Tbr  chair,  composed  of  painted  tile.*,  on  which  thn  nnfnrhi- 
nate  King  Sebastian  ^ate  in  council,  with  hin  nobles,  imme- 
diately before  his  departure  upon  the  fatal  cvpcdition  into 
Africa,  whence  may  be  dated  all  tho  i^ubsequent  misfortunes 
of  Portugal  is  still  exhibited  as  an  objcrl  of  curious  attention. 
The  royal  kitchen,  with  iU  long  scries  of  atovcs,  and  two 
large  open  chimnies,  and  numerous  culinary  eonvcuicuci^, 
deemed  to  speak  of  high  days  of  festivity,  gone  by  perhaps 
icver  to  return*  After  a!l  too,  the  palace  is  a  melancholy 
*  of  building ;  the  floors  of  the  different  roomfi  arc  laid  over 
4th  brickwork,  which,  however  cool  it  may  bo  in  effect,  yet 
hajt  not  a  very  rcjr**!  appearance^  and  the  apartmcntd  wc  to- 
tally destitute  of  furniture. 

We  were  not  unwilling  therefore  to  exchange  thi»  gloomy 

[palace  for  the  lijjfht  and  elegant  qidnta  of  Sitiaes,  belonging  to 

ic   Marquess    Man alva,— surrounded  by   beautiful   gardens 

kid  out  in  the  English  style,  and  commanding,  from  its  elevated 

poditlon,  an  almust  boundlewt  view  of  mountain  ranges  along 

the  coast,  and  beyond  Mafra :  — 

B^hoM  iIh?  Iiult  wht^ro  diirf»  were  InU:  convcued. 

Wot  lo  the  coni|i(criT]Kt  not  the  corn|Ucrtd  Imhl, 
S^int.^  b&lticd  triuu]|>h  droops  gd  LusituDiii^A  cncwt. 

ClIlLDE  HaEOLH 
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PORTUGAI, 

The  open  grouods  in  front  of  this  quitita  ore  the  favourite 
evening  resort  of  the  wealthy  Portuguese  and  English  met' 
chanu,  who,  during  the  summer,  generally  pass  two  days  of 
tliQ  week  at  CintTB  in  the  enjo^raeut  of  its  cuol  nud  refre^ihing 
breezes.  On  the  height  above,  from  whose  base  Sitiaes  is  di- 
vided by  tlic  winding  road  that  lead:i  to  Co^aes  and  Colares 
there  is  another  quinta  of  older  date,  but  equally  picturesque 
in  character,  and  commanding  a  stiH  more  exteiiHive  view  of 
ocean^  mountain,  plain,  and  forest.  It  is  known  as  the  Pcnba 
verde,  or  green  rock  qutnta,  and  was  erected  by  tlie  cclubratcd 
Joao  de  Caetro,  viceroy  of  India.  Uis  descendants  inherit  it 
upon  the  simple  condition  of  keeping  up  the  houite  and  grounds 
for  ever  in  the  state  in  which  he  bequeathed  it  to  them.  The 
rock  is  clothed  with  gigantic  oaks  and  cork-trees  inte> 
mingling  with  other  forest  trees^  from  its  base  to  the  summit; 
and  numeroitfi  mountain  brooks  are  heard  forcing  their  nut^ 
way  down  the  shaded  acclivity,  which  are  collected  into  a 
pretiy  fountain  on  the  road  side  beneath.  But  I-ord  Byron 
ha^  happily  anticipated  every  impotent  attempt  to  do  juj^tice 
to  the  wild  beauties  of  this  majestic  scenery ;  aj)d  as  the  object 
of  my  correspondence  i*  to  "  illustrate  "  Portngal,  the  )ioel  will 
be  found  of  no  less  service  to  the  design  than  the  painter  and 
engraver : — 

The  horild  tifa^.  bj  lopjilmje;  coiivuiil  crviviieilt 
Thtf  <;otk-tivc«  LoAf ,  llkut  vli^tlie  ihv  Hbnt;icy  :^toRp. 
Thi^  ini»unlaiii-mov  bj  torching  bV'tet  imbrowiicdt 
Tlic  fiuiikcii  glen,  wboM  au»le>i9  HlinibB  tuujit  nvvip, 
'Thv  leiidvi  azure  of  the  unnirtle4  ilet^p. 
TW  orniig^^  tlribi,  tbht  gibl  ihe  c.TeenrM,  boiiflit 
Thn  torrent*  that  frora  cIrfT  1o  valtc^y  leap. 
'Ilic  vine  on  high,  the  willow-bninch  b«it>w, 
Alix'd  in  onr  mighty  tw^nc^  v'lih  ?arioil  buauty  glow. 

Our  next  visit  was  to  the  modem  Gothic  quinta  called 
Monlworrat,  now  in  a  state  of  complete  dilapidation,  cf  which, 
however,  autficient  remains  to  give  evidence  of  ils  former  t^plen- 
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loiiT.  We  procecdofl  thither  on  Burros,  whnac  irnwcm^nU 
were  constantly  quickened  by  the  shouts  and  blows  of  a  rabble 
of  boys  in  red  nighlraps,  hliic  shirts^  and  red  ftafihea  worn 
roand  their  waisU»  A  merry  party  of  Portuj;jue«ej  mounted  on 
Frc^ata-s  among  whom  wm  a  fat  Dominican  monk  eontcsting 
with  a  lady  for  a  first  arrival  at  the  town,  had  nearly  run  down 
our  little  iinpreleiiding  Mjnadron  on  thfc  mad.  This  once 
beautiful  building  i&  situated  midway  between  Cintra  and  Co- 
larea,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  little  knoll  s^haded  by  fore»t 
trees,  and  commanding  a  most  lovely  prospect  over  the  gar- 
deiiSr  vineyards,  and  orchards,  scattered  along  the  valley  of 
Colares  atnd  extending  to  the  sea-side.  It  is  said  to  have 
b<!cn  built  by  Mr.  Dcvisme,  and  sold  by  him  to  Mr.  Beckford, 
who  furnished  it  in  the  most  sumptuous  manner;  but  the 
marble  halk  arc  ^ilt^nt  now,  and  the  voice  ofmuHic  has  long 
ceased  to  cheer  the  dc&olato  ruin : — 

Th«t«  tlioii  l(jo,  Vaih«?b  I  EngUnfl'ii  weftltliievi  von, 
Ont^^  forrnorl  ihv  PflratSue.  qh  not  aware 
Whnn  wnnioik  wealth  her  migJitic^l  deedit  halh  clon^» 
Mfn-k  p«ftCM^  voluptuous  ItireA  wm  ernr  vont  to  sliun, 

Hirm  didst  ihou  dwell,  \u>re  s^ln-niM  nf  pl^finirr  pUn, 

B^tiPiith  yoii  mmmiflin's  ('ver  brautmiifi  bn>vr  : 

Rut  imw,  an  if  a  iMng  unblitsi  liy  mttn. 

Thy  fiijry  dweUtng  h  m  L^ine  lui  thou  t 

HcfT?  ^nni  wcnLi  a  jinsaa^  icarct?  allot* 

To  Lallx  dewili^il,  porlula  j^apini;  wide  : 

Vrtah  lF9#onA  to  tli^  lliiiikiug  Ixmuui,  Iinvr 

Vain  sn  tbe  pteuaunces  on  earth  supplinl  > 

Swfpt  into  wrecks  by  time*  uitgt^nlla  tiJe- 

>       By  ROM. 

Colarc«  is  situated  about  three  miles  distance  from  Cintra, 

not  Ikr  from  the  coast.     It  is  celebrated  for  the  abundance 

id  cxcrltent  quality  of  its  fruits,  particularly  its  lemons;  aa 

If  its  vineyards,  which  sweep  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the 

indy  bench,  and   pnwlucc  a  sjx^cies  of  wine,  which  in  taste 
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nud  Mren^iK  has  a  close  affinity  to  light  Bui^ndy,  which  it 
re^emhles  also  in  aikolher  respect — id  beiug  too  delicate  ta  bear 
a  length  of  voyage. 

The  road  to  Ca&caifs  and  to  the  lighthouse  of  Gtiia,  situated 
upon  the  summit  of  the  Cabo  da  Hoca,  leaves  the  quinta  of 
Moiitserrat  to  tiie  right,  and  winds  along  the  inequalitiea  of 
a  widely  extended  heath,  which  may  be  said  to  clothe  the 
Serra  dc  Ciutra,  and  tlieii  branches  off  on  the  right  hand  to 
the  Convent  of  the  Santa  Cruce  de  Cinira,  or  Convent  of  tfae 
Holy  Cross  of  the  Ciutra  rock;  which  perhaps  is  belter  ktinwii 
to  the  generality  of  tra^^cUerfi  by  the  appellation  of  the  Cork 
Convent.     It  is*  thus  alluded  to  by  I^rd  Bynjn  : — 

Thrti  Hlowly  t'liitif)  ibt-  niuiy^winilinu  way, 
And  frt^quf  lit  ttirn  t<i  lin^x  t^you  ^o; 
Fioni  loftivr  rockit  new  lowUnirEu  survey. 
Am]  rol  yt  at  oui  '■  Lwly  j  litiubt  wf  woei" 
Whcic  rru<;uL  iuu]ik<i  itivii  liltli-  riliCA  allow, 
A  lid  Buiidiy  h'|tuds  to  tlic  Mtiangei  tell : 
llrro  imiiiouH  men  have  puniAfaM  been,  uiil  lo  ! 
Deep  in  >od  rare  Honorim  Iod^  did  dwell, 
In  hupe  to  merit  lUnvtui  by  making  carlli  a  HrXU 

As  we  rode  up  to  the  rude  portico  of  the  convent,  vrhich  is 
composed  simply  of  two  rocks,  forming  a  pointed  aich  by  their 
approximation,  the  guardian  of  the  fraternity  overtook  us  ;  and 
according  to  big  request,  made  at  the  moment  he  »aw  me 
taking  notes  of  the  building,  I  add  the  name  of  the  worthy 
brother,  Fr.  Francisco  da  Circumcizao,  and  with  the  more 
pleasure,  as  he  politely  restored  me  my  cambric  handkerchief, 
■which  he  had  found  in  following  our  steps  upon  the  road. 
The  brethren,  eighteen  in  number,  are  of  the  Franciscan  order, 
and  subsint  chiefly  by  alms.  On  the  first  landing-place  lead- 
ing to  the  entrance  door  of  the  convent,  and  to  the  lcft»  there 
is  a  pretty  fountain  of  clear  water,  surmounted  by  a  rudely 
carded  image  nf  No&&a  Senhora  da  Roca,  and  placed  between 
two  large  tables  of  stone,  which  aic  surrounded  by  seata  for 
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the  weary  pil^tm  to  repose  upon.  Tlic  umbra^ous  caTiopy 
of  a  widC'Kprcaditiff  cork-(ree  gives  tn  ihis  ve^ililjulo  a  dim  re- 
ligious light,  as  well  as  a  most  refreshiag  coolness;  and  we 
liagered  there  in  conversation  for  some  time  before  the  monk 
could  induce  us  to  visit  his  flower-garden,  his  ponds  contain- 
ing golden  fish,  his  rills  of  mountain  water,  and  the  narrow 
path^t  claimed  with  difficulty  from  the  masses  of  rock,  fantns* 
tically  scattered  about  in  the  surrounding  thicket-  On  either 
;6ide  of  the  vcshbule  there  isachapet  with  a  small  confes^sional 
[in  il»  ai  once  a  source  of  piety  and  revenue. 

We  descended  into  the  subterranean  chapel,  which  w  the 
'largest,  from  a  smaller  one  upon  the  upjier  floor.  We  ob- 
served, over  the  high  altar,  a  figure  of  our  Saviour,  wilh  a  glory 
and  crown  on  the  head,  appareled  in  a  crimson  robe  of  silk^ 
and  leaning  npon  a  cross,  which  his  long  tresses  of  Imir  par-* 
tially  concealed-  The  Passion  is  represented  on  the  side-walls 
in  Dutch  tiles,  and  the  images  of  St.  John  and  St,  Francin 
appear  to  be  regarding  the  holy  subject  with  intense  interest 
On  the  outside  of  ihe  altar  railing,  and  to  the  left  hand,  ia  the 
tomb  of  St.  Honorius,  and  contiguous  to  it,  as  the  place  of 
greatest  distinction,  the  cenotaph  of  I),  Alvaro  dc  Castro,  the 
founder  of  the  convent  in  the  year  1564,  and  under  the  pa- 
pacy of  Pius  IV.  After  hearing  Francisco  chaiint  the  nxjicvges 
mc  Dmniuc^  and  expressing  our  admiration  of  his  fine  deep 
ba*»vtMce.  as  well  as  of  the  curious  pulpit,  let  into  the  wall,  of 
his  own  invention,  and  of  which  he  appeared  very  proud  ;  we 
intipected  the  small  narrow  celU  of  the  convent,  which  are  no- 
fii\^g  more  than  cavities  in  the  rock,  and  are  lined  with  cork, 
id  closed  with  cork  d(K>rs,  a«  a  defence  against  cold  and  hu- 
iidit>'.  In  winter,  however,  such  is  the  dampness  of  the  si- 
lation,  that  the  very  rocks  which  are  seen  projecting  into  llie 
ila,  run  down  with  water;  the  blankets  become  saturated 
ilh  moisture,  and  every  little  article  of  furniture  is  snon  re- 
bccd  to  a  state  of  decay.  The  spirit  of  Honorius  seems  to 
ire  deserted  the  fraternity  in  these  latter  days,  who  appear 
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to  prefer  any  discipline  to  that  of  enduring  the  painful  incoD' 
veniences  of  a  residence,  either  in  winter  or  summer,  within 
the  precincts  of  this  retreat ;  and  Francisco  was  the  only  mcmk 
who  presented  himself  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit.  After  shar- 
ing his  loaf  of  coarse  bread,  served  up  to  us  in  huge  slices  upon 
trenchers  of  cork, — having  tasted  bis  Colares,  and  listened  to 
his  long  recital  of  the  ininniabk  excellences  of  Honorius,  we 
looked  into  the  den  wherein  the  devotee  had  entitled  himself 
to  a  high  rank  on  the  calendar  of  saints  by  thirty-five  years 
of  debasing  penance,  and  in  which  there  is  scarcely  suf- 
ficient room,  for  the  reception  of  a  human  body.  But  whilst 
inclined  to  ridicule  the  severities  which  he  had  there  practised^ 
"  in  hope  to  merit  Heaven  by  making  earth  a  Hell,"  the  lines  of 
Mr.  Southey  occurred  at  the  moment  to  our  recollection,  and 
inspired  a  corresponding  soberness  of  thought,  as  well  as  hu- 
mility of  sentiment ; — 


Yet  t  tnoclc  Dot  thou. 


Stranger,  the  &uchorite*B  mUtAken  ze&l ! 
He  paiafully  his  p&iafuL  duties  kept, 

Sincere  though  erring.  Stranger,  dost  thou  keep 
Thy  better,  easier  law  but  half  aa  weU  ? 

After  visiting  the  rustic  chapel,  where  the  sainted  martyr  of 
self-imposed  austerities  was  wont  to  perform  the  offices  of 
prayer  twice  in  each  day,  and  enjoying  the  beautiful  prospect 
thence  into  the  fertile  valley  of  Colares,  we  bade  our  monastic 
host  adieu,  and  crossed  the  ridge  of  the  Serra,  leaving  Cas- 
cacs  and  the  lighthouse  on  the  Cabo  da  Roca  to  the  right. 

From  this  elevated  part  of  the  range  the  view  is  surprisingly 
grand,  including  a  considerable  tract  of  country  on  either  side 
of  the  Tagus,  and  a  wide  extent  of  ocean  to  the  north  beyond 
Ericeira,  neariy  to  the  Rio  Mongola;  and  to  the  south,  the 
mouth  of  the  Tagus,  and  the  line  of  coast  extending  up  the 
river  to  Belem  Castle,  and  the  whole  of  the  bay  included 
between  the  headlands  of  Tratfraria  and  Espichel,  with  the 
river  of  Coina  threading  a  fine  district ; — Cezirabra,  and  the 
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Arrabida  cooveuL.     The  aublimity  and  extent  of  thU  scenery 
le  quite  unrivalled  in  my  travelled  reeolluctions. 

On  the  highest  point  to  nhich  we  wore  now  approachin^t 
acr€«s  tlio  he;iLh*covered  Serra,  i»  situated  the  Convent  of  the 
Penba,  or.  our  Lady  of  the  Hcij^iit,  according  to  tlie  true 
import  of  the  Celtic  word  pc/i.  Pa<£sin^  to  the  southern  side 
of  the  mountain,  wc  ascended  by  a  wmdiug  and  tediously 
Steep  road  to  the  platfurm  upon  which  the  convent  m  built, 
leaving  to  our  left,  Inwer  dovm  the  hill,  an  inclosed  area,  &» 
ve  were  informed,  for  the  exhibition  of  hulUligbts,  which  we 
mther  wished  than  believed  to  be  a  misrepresentation. 
There  i«  nothing  remarkable  in  the  convent  beyond  some 
alaba&t&r  ornaments  in  the  chapel,  aud  upon  one  side  a  curious 
oi^Q  cose,  on  which,  in  imitation  of  the  Chinese  &tylo,  ie 
represented  a  scene*  in  gilt  aud  brilliant  colours*  of  a  Chmests 
^nger  upon  a  rais;ed  platform,  surrounded  by  infttrumenta) 
perfiinners,  ili  llie  act  of  holding  a  piece  of  mnsic  in  his  left 
hand,  and  giving  full  eJfect  to  the  chaunt,  or  beating  time, 
with  his  fight,  and  this  with  die  usual  "  celestial  '*  observance 
of  the  laws  of  perapcclivc.  There  was  not  oac  monk  in  the 
building  to  greet  our  arrival,  and  we  learned  from  the  Galician 
domestic  who  conducted  us  over  the  apartments,  that  the 
^^pcirty  was  ajjunt  to  be  dissolved,  and  that  lie  hiid  tlie  dis* 
ting  prospect  before  him  of  returning,  afler  five  ycnra 
Kervice,  toi^larve  amidst  hi»  native  muunLains, 

The  beet  idea  of  the  rudely-shaped  masses  of  rock  which 
are  sM^atlered  over  the  Serra,  and  the  volcanic  appearance  of 
the  nppcr  part  of  the  wild  range  of  the  Cintrs.  heights,  is  to 
be  obtained  from  a  wall  on  the  western  side  of  tlie  convent^ 
wh^ce  the  view  runs  along  the  wooded  side  of  the  whole 
mtain  eouFM^,  skirting  Ciutra  and  Colares,  down  to  the 
flliores  of  the  Atlantic.  The  mountains  of  Ciotra  are  said  to 
have  been  known  to  the  andents  an  tiie  Monies  Lunse;  aiul 
the  Cabo  da  Roca  as  the  Promonlorinm  Magnum,  upon  which 
was  erected  a  temple  dedicated   to  Cynthia^  whence  JK^ne 
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etymologmbi  fencifiilly  trace  the  origiu  of  the  appellatioD 
Cmtra. 

*  **  I  know  not  how/^  says  Mr.  Sotitliey,  "to  describe?  to 
you  the  strange  beauties  of  Cintra;  it  is  perhaps  more  beauti- 
ful than  sublime,  more  grotesinie  ihaii  beautiful;  yet  \  never 
beheld  sceiiery  more  calculated  to  fill  the  beholder  with  admi- 
ralion  and  delight-  This  immense  rock,  or  mountain,  is  in 
part  covered  with  scanty  herbage ;  in  parts  it  rises  into  conical 
hilU,  formed  of  such  immense  stones,  and  piled  so  strangely, 
that  all  the  machinery  of  deluges  and  volcanoes  must  fail  to 
satiiify  the  inquiry  for  their  origin »  But  the  abundance  of  wood 
forms  the  most  strikirig  feature  in  tliia  retreat  from  the  Portu- 
guese summer.  The  houses  of  the  English  are  seen  scattered  on 
the  ascent,  half  hid  amorg  cork  trees,  elms,  oaks,  hazels,  wal- 
nuts, the  tall  canesj  and  the  rich  green  of  the  lemon  gardens," 
Descending  from  the  Pcnlia  convent,  \vc  crossed  the  small 
valley  by  which  the  two  tofty  eminences  of  the  Serra  are 
divided,  and  dismissing  our  Burros,  wealed  by  a  rugged  and 
difficult  path,  not  to  say  dangerous,  the  almost  perpendicular 
sides  of  the  elevated  peak  which  is  crowned  by  the  ruins  of 
the  Moorish  castle,  and  which  immediately  overlooks  "  the 
gti^rious  Hdcn  of  Cintra,"  and  commands  boundless  views  on 
every  point  of  the  compass,  and  an  immense  horizon  over  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  The  remains  of  the  Castello  dos  Mourns  are 
now  inconsiderable,  and  the  little  chapel,  or  perhaps  mosque, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  hill,  and  lower  down,  retains  scarcely 
any  traces  of  its  original  destination ;  nor  could  we  find  ai  the 
!x>ltoni  of  the  mountain  the  remains  of  the  ancient  itoman 
temple  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bradford,  nor  the  inscriptions  snp- 
|x>sed  to  have  reference  to  the  worship  of  Cynthia  in  these 
parlR,  and  to  have  given  birth  to  the  term  Cintra*  They 
may,  however,  have  escaped  our  notice.  The  vaulted  arch 
over  the  grand  rcecrvotr  of  water  has  partially  fallen  in,  but 
still  the  water  Is  as  coul  and  as  transparent  as  when  tlie  ttir- 
bancd  chictlatu  drew  from  it  to  slake  his  thirst. 
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It  would  bo  difficult  for  the  utmost  effort  of  the  tmagfination 
form  ail  Idea,  from  llie  ruiii«.  of  wliat  were  the  hubiiutions 
id  domestic  maauers  of  the  Arabi^m  ^rrlson,  who  hca*. 
lid  fastiiegs;e«,  crsigs,  and  fearful  precipices^  "  beloved  by 
[(Cynthia/'  guarded  the  crescent  »landard  of  their  prophet. 
The  climate  cf  Cintra  ia  decidtfdly  damp,  owing  to  its 
'estern  a.s[»ect  and  its  proximity  tn  tJie  M?a ;  and  indeed  niich 
the  humiditj^  of  the  atnioaphere  early  iq  the  autumn,  that 
imiliea  are  often  compclicd  to  return  to  their  residences  in 
Lisbon,  in  order  to  avoid  colds,  fevers,  and  rheumatism,  before 
the  end  of  September. 
K  The  houses  of  the  town  are  scattered  prettily  about  xh& 
tuicast  of  the  hill,  and  their  gardens  abound  with  all  those 
flowersr  shrubg,  and  trees,  whose  nature  is  congenial  M-ith 
warmth  of  climate.  Hut  the  principal  street,  if  it  deserve 
the  appellation,  i?;  allowed  to  remain  encumbered  with  filtli, 
which,  were  ihi;  tempei^iture  of  the  atmnsphere  a»  high  here 
as  at  Lisbon,  would  render  Cintra  equally  insupportable  in 
the  summer.  The  shops  nre  sufficiently  numerous  tind  good, 
and  the  manufacture  of  open-worked  stockings  and  cheese- 
cakes aflTords  employment  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
ihabitanta.  The  open  grated  windows  of  the  prison,  as  ia 
ler  Portuguese  towns,  even  upon  the  ground -floor,  allow 
rcc  communication  between  the  pris6ncTs*  and  their  friends, 
id  every  passing  stranger.  This  custom  can  scarcely  be 
jHlfified  upon  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  having  a  free 
circulation  of  aJr,  which  might  still  be  effected  with  better 
lanagemcnt,  and  the  purposes  of  a  place  of  confinement  be 
yre  fully  answered.  The  view  down  the  vall(.*y  from  the 
lace  in  front  of  the  church,  is  singularly  beautifuK  com- 
ising  all  the  quintos  and  gardens  in  the  lower  part  of  the 


In  returning  to  Li?ibon,  travellerj?,  and  particularly  English- 
I,  make  a  httle  ditour^  in  order  to  visit  Cft^cacs  and  Oeira.^ 
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on  the  coa&t,  and  the  little  town  of  Carcavclhos,  in  the  \^ne- 
yardx  of  whose  neighbouring  t[umtas,  looking  dowu  the  gentle 
slopes  of  well  cultivated  hills  which  terminate  upon  the  sea- 
riiore»  is  produced  the  LJKbon^  and  the  wine  »>  well  known 
under  the  denomination  of  "  Cttrearclhos."  The  village  of  Bel- 
las als<i,  and  the  neigh !«jurin^  mineral  f^prin^s,  and  the  gloomy 
palace  ol'Queluz,  at  present  occupied  by  the  queen,  and  stand- 
ing in  a  narrow  valley,  encto;^ed  by  durt-looking  hilU,  a  fit 
place  for  religious  retirement  or  state  imprisonnienit  usually 
atuact  the  attentiun  of  strangers. 

The  collars  of  the  Portuguese  Fregatas,  as  frequently  of  the 
Burros,  are  fancifully  made  of  different  coloured  worsted*. 
worked  upon  leather,  and  generally  ornamented  with  bells,  or 
charmSr  called  Fi^ias.  The  headstalls  of  the  animaU  are 
alike  curiously  ofnamcnted  with  studs  or  knobs  of  brass;  the 
Raddles  are  softly  quilled,  and  the  stirrup,  the  same  which 
doubtless  was  used  several  centuries  since,  resembles  our  old 
fashioned  foot-scrapers,  such  as  you  see  la  the  vignette  under- 
neath. 

PEASANT    AND    MULE    RESTING. 
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LETTER   VI 


"  Wlica  ttQAtion  b  to  be  ^cfc^^l?^l  or  ini|irowiI,  it  muil  Iht  Aanc  by  iliv 
natiTTB  ihcmnrlm.  fotcifiiGM  only  JK-rtiug  aa  ynxlttlii,  till  tla-y  diuww  to 
iaJUU  them," — LiKK. 


Porto,  1US7* 

The  political  dUturbances  which  have  recently  taken  place 
m  the  southern  and  norlbern  capiLaU  of  Portugal,  upon  the 
retirement  from  office  of  a  popular  minister,  who  bad  distin- 
guished  him.Helfiti  Algarva  against  the  li^itoTH  to  the  consti- 
tutton^  have  afforded  us,  as  we  suppose,  an  insight  into  the 
character  of  the  Portuguese  people,  and  made  us  better  ac- 
quainted than  perhaps  wc  should  otherwise  have  been,  with 
the  ttlati:  of  the  public  mind  upon  tlie  question  of  the  cuiiisti- 
tuttonal  charter^-  Without  at  all  pretending  to  dispute  the 
wisdom  v(  tliuse  coun^iuls  which  huvc  induced  the  Infanta 
Regent  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  a  brave  soldier,  whose 
sclions  in  the  field  hiive  provL'd  \m  attachment  to  the  catt»e  of 
libera)  infititution:«|;  nor  asi^erling,  by  any  mcan»,  that  his  con- 
duct in  the  minii^try  and  views  of  government  have  been  alto- 
getherjauch  m  to  secure  for  him  the  conhdence  and  unquali- 
fied approbation  of  the  moderate  party,  and  place  lutn  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Camarilla  ;  etiU  it  nniH 
not  be  dissembled  that  the  event  has  created  a  great  )<en- 
aation^  awakening  the  apprebeufiion/»,  or  exciting  Ihc  bopCfl 
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vf  cither  party,  as  it  has  suited  tlieir  political  prcjiidtccs  to 
put  their  own  construction  upon  the  measum,  and  draw  con* 
chjsions  from  it  mo&t  favourable  to  their  private  feelings  and 
inte  refits. 

Much  importance  U  not  -  to  be  attached  of  course  to  the 
fc-rvid  zeal  displayed  by  the  multitude  on  this  occasion,  nor  lu 
the  bamngues  of  the  demagogues,  and  tho  extemporaneous 
effitdoDs  of  the  factious  poets  Jn  t)ie  theatres ;  for  it  h  justly 
argued  that  tlic  people  may  be  minted,  and  that  tlie  noisy 
orators  may  be  bribed  to  fomeut  tumuJu  aud  public  disorders, 
and  80  the  more  effectually  injure  tlie  cause  of  the  couatitutioa 
under  a  treacherous  appearance  of  promoting  it. 

Grave  and  experienced  people,  tJic  sincere  friends  of  liberal 
and  enlightened  inBtitutians^  bitterly  lament  the  po]>ular  ex* 
ceases  which  have  taken  place^  and  lufer  no  ultimate  good 
whatever  to  the  intere&ts  of  the  country,  from  these  vehement 
exhibitions  of  patriotism  in  a  case  whose  menl*  are  not  at 
present  g;enerally  understood.  In  order  to  prevent  any  hostile 
collision  between  the  two  parties,  which  might  be  likely  to 
occur,  measures  of  coercion  have  been  adopted,  which,  it  is 
hoped^  may  have  the  rffect  of  tranquillizing  the  popular  excite- 
ment, and  leave  the  government  to  pursue  ila  own  course  for 
the  public  welfare^  without  the  recurrence  of  similar  impedi- 
ments. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  constitutional  charter  has  been 
in  one  individual  instance  violated  by  the  ministry,  upon  whom 
the  difficult  task  has  devolved  of  managing  and  controlling 
these  cbuUitiong  of  the  multitude;  and  indeed,  had  such  an 
instance  occurred,  a  legal  remedy  would  have  been  found  for 
it  upon  inquiry,  according  to  provision  mode  by  the  constitu- 
tion, al  the  opening  of  the  sessions  of  the  two  Chambers.  In 
justice  to  the  ex-minister,  it  must  be  said  that  he  has  avoided 
all  a]i[H."a ranee  of  being  a  party  to  the  recent  disturbances,  or 
of  coutributnig  Lo  their  continuance,  by  withdmwmg  bJmtst^ 
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Ilogetlief  from  Uie  public  view^  and  abstaining  from  all  iu- 
irference  in  the  domestic  politics  of  the  moment.  The  deli- 
tte  conduct  too,  ptir^ued  by  the  ambasHador  and  commander 
of  the  British  forces  under  these  pcsculiarly  difficult  circum- 
stances has  bccDp  as  it  might  be  fiupposcdr  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  nature  of  their  instructions  from  England ;  and 
tht:  most  fitrict  forbearance  from  all  purLlcipatiuu  In  th^  views 
a[id  feelings  of  either  party  has  been  observed  by  those  aiitlio- 

JKltieson  the  occasion.  The  disinterested  cliaraLter,  therefore, 
of  the  assiAUuice  afforded  to  Portugal  against  Spuniith  aggres- 
sion by  the  government  of  England,  upon  the  faith  of  exiting 

^-treaties,  has  now  been  clearly  proved  to  tlie  powers  of  Europe, 

^nirho  may  have  regarded  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  and  distrust 
the  disembarkatiou  of  our  troops  upon  the  shores  of  the  Taguj. 
The  force  employed  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  metrnpiilis 
ha^  been  entirely  native,  and  our  troops  have  remained  quiet 
spectators  of  the  passing  events  at  their  several  cantonments 
ID  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon. 

IP  The  Intendant  of  the  police,  and  the  government  of  the  In- 
fonta  Kegent,  throughout,  have  been  free  to  exercise  their  fidl 
Hutbori^,  independent  of  any  interposition  of  British  per* 
Kuafuon  or  influence  in  the  question  raised  between  Corcunda 
and  Constitutionalist.  In  every  point  of  view  the  wisdom  of 
the  British  onunsels  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  judiciouit 
procedure  of  their  representatives  here,  and  in  no  one  instance 
ha*  their  prescribed  line  of  duty  been  transgressed.  When 
llie  limited  purpose*  for  which  the  British  army  made  its  ap- 
{tearance  in  Portugal,  has  been  completely  answered,  and  all 
apprehension  cf  hostUe  mtcntions  upon  the  part  of  Spain  has 
entirely  cease-d,  our  troops  of  course  will  be  withdrawn.  It 
has  tbrmed  do  part  of  British  policy,  as  far  as  public  state- 
ments atid  public  conduct  may  be  taken  in  evidence  to  the 
truth  of  the  assertion,  to  impose  a  con^^titutional  charter  upon 
acceptance  of  the  Portuguese  nation  j  nor  has  England  in- 
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lerfcred  in  the  »ilig1itv«t  degree  with  the  consideration,  whe- 
ther Portugul  is  yet  sufficiently  enlightened  to  understand  the 
advantages;  of  free  {Kjlitical  mstitiitione.  The  charter  bus  been 
8|Xizitancoii8ly  conferred  upon  the  Portuguese  people  by  their 
legitimate  sovereign,  and  it  remains  for  modern  Lusitania  to 
prove  to  Ihc  world  whether  she  is  capable  of  polilical  free- 
dom. However  great  the  enthusiasm  of  tlie  English  nation  at 
large  may  be  in  favour  of  an  enlightened  sj-stem  of  govern- 
ment, aud  the  concession  of  hberal  institutions  to  a  people,  it 
]&  quite  clear  that  the  principle  conveyed  in  the  motto  at  the 
commencement  of  this  tetter,  baa  not  been  overlooked  by  the 
ministry  of  England  in  the  extent  and  design  of  the  succours 
which  it  has  afforded  1o  Portugal  against  the  attempts  of  an 
unprincipled  enemy,  nmrely,  that  "  when  a  nation  is  to  be  re- 
formed or  improved^  it  must  be  done  by  the  natives  them- 
ftelve^i,  foreigners  only  serving  as  models  till  they  choose  to 
imitate  them/' 

That  the  Portuguese  will  be  slow  in  remodelling  the  syMcm 
of  their  internal  govemmenti  after  the  best  examples  of  polity 
afforded  (heni  by  the  European  Powers,  every  ob*iervatioii 
which  our  limited  means  have  enabled  us  to  make,  would  in- 
duce u»  to  conclude.  The  free  pUiy  of  the  works  of  the  new 
machine  is  to  a  certain  degree  impeded  by  the  prejudices  and 
private  interests  of  the  privileged  classes,  ihc  nobility  and  the 
pncsthood;  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  each  to  surrender  a 
portion  of  its  encroachments  upon  the  nglils  of  the  people, 
before  the  nation  can  fully  experience  all  the  benefits  intended 
by  the  concession  of  the  Constitutional  Charter,  The  system 
of  reform  must  be  effectual  in  its  operation  among  those  who 
surrouinl  ihe  throne,  among  the  members  of  the  upper  Cham- 
ber, the  monastic  orders,  and  the  ministers  of  rclipon  in  ge- 
neral, before  the  nation  can  hope  to  derive  any  gre^it  advau- 
ta^  from  the  labours  of  the  deputies  in  attcmptmg  improve- 
ments in  the  condition  of  the  stale- 
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ir  the  new  laws  cmansitc  from  iincorrnpt  Hourc€9>  and  the 
iateieitut  v(  all  parties  are  made  wholly  Htihordiiiate  to  the 
public  good,  there  is  no  rea-son  why  we  may  not  indulge  in 
the  no  distant  prospect  of  the  entire  renovation  of  a  people 
whose  anccfitorA.  however  degraded  their  dc^cndantA  may  be 
in  the  estimation  of  other  j>owers,  in  tlie  four  tirsL  pcnodn  uf 
the  mouiuohy  waged  succe-saful  wars  agCLin?it  Uic  iMoors,  and 
(iually  expelled  them  from  ihe  territory  of  Lniiilaiiia,  wliilst 
yet  they  remained  masteni  of  their  possessions  in  Spain. 

The  di<!covery  of  a  maritime  route  to  India,  and  ihe  conse* 
qucnt  change  brought  about  in  the  character  of  European 
commerce,  and^  at  a  more  recent  date,  the  banishment  of  the 
Jesuits  from  the  sod  of  PortugaU  arc  evidences  of  what  a 
brnve  aJid  noble  people  can  effect,  when  nnder  the  direction  of 
ftn  enlightened  government,  it  is  impossible  Uiat  the  spirit 
of  a  people  who  were  once  distinefuished  by  their  glorious 
conquests  in  the  ea^slern  and  western  worlds,  and  whose  daring 
activity?  prowess,  and  honour,  once  placed  them  at  the  head 
of  nations,  can  have  been  de^lroyed  altogether  even  by  a  Icng 
Bcries  of  misrule  and  misfortime, — "  quippe  solo  nalura  sub* 
est;"*  and  therefore  with  jnsltce  may  we  anticipate  its  revival 
under  a  better  order  of  thmgs,  as  established  by  the  constitu* 
tionai  charter. 

It  has  been  Justly  remarked  that,  "  if  any  nation  ought  to 
be  proud  of  \\s  iinhility,  it  ]ti  Purtujj^l,  wlif.n  we  remember 
ihe  eApuUion  of  the  Moors,  their  exploits  against  the  infidels 
aI>road«  and  against  tJie  Spaniards  at  home.  The  decline  of 
rho  country  is  owing  to  the  decline  of  the  nobility,  which^  in 
the  pre?iieitt  d^v,  with  «wme  few  exceptions  it  may  be  added, 
|>Qi»essc»  neither  public  spirit  nor  private  virtues." 

The  commenetnnent  of  those  misfortunes  which  Lave  befal- 
len tbe  Portuguese  nation*  may  be  referred  to  so  early  a  dato 
aft  lli«  reign  of  Sebiistiun,  who  sacrificed  the  iigricultuier  the 
comwiercc.  and  the  manufactures  of  FortugoK  to  an  insane 
Fori.  K 
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prec1il«!ClioD  for  combQU  in  Africa.  Nor  were  the  uational 
inlercsu  better  attended  to  during  the  short  reign  of  Lis  »ue- 
cesaor.  It  is  recQrded  tbat,  during  iJie  Spaniftit  uMirfxilion, 
into  such  a  state  of  degcDcmcy  had  tlic  higher  claa«3s  of  Por- 
tuguese fallen,  tiiat  they  abandoned  iht-^ir  native  lanf^af^  to 
compliment  the  fbrei^  tyrant  in  his  own,  and  were  publiely 
reproved  by  him  for  their  basuiicas. 

The  revolution  of  J  640.  when  the  Houac  of  Bragonza  was 
advanced  to  the  throne,  on  the  expulsion  of  Philip  IV.  of 
Castile,  occurred  at  too  late  a  period  to  produce  any  great 
amelioraUon  in  the  circurastancea  of  the  coimiry;  for  the 
amount  uf  evil  ulrendy  etieclcd  was  to  an  extent  nearly  irre- 
uicdiahlc.  Already  hnd  their  tinest  conquests  passed,  with 
the  «ceptre  of  commerce  and  navigation,  into  the  pos»e.S!?&ion  of 
other  powers ;  whilst,  at  home,  institutions  purposely  formed 
ibr  reprc!<Mng  all  free  communicaticQ  of  ideas,  and  the  public 
instruction  contided  to  a  class  of  persons  whose  interest  it  was 
to  close  the  avenues  of  intellectual  light,  and  invoirc  the 
nation  in  the  depths  of  moral  and  religious  darkness,  and  the 
abolition  of  the  representative  Kyat(?m,  united  to  render  the 
character  of  tbe  Portugncsc  more  abject  and  more  dependent. 

tt  was  with  ilifHcuky  that  John  IV,  maintained  himself, 
with  the  impoverished  resources  of  the  state,  a^inst  the 
S|)aiiish  ;tttempt)«  upon  the  independence  of  the  kiii^lom ; 
and  if»  during  hi-s  reign,  the  other  iatcrests  of  the  country 
weie  Qbltged  to  bend  Ui  the  necessity  uf  ronstant  and  vig^innis 
reuii^tajicc  against  invasion  from  the  Spanish  frontier*  roucb 
wan  not  effected  foi'  the  national  benefit  by  bis  vicious  or 
imbecile  successor. 

The  energetic  ministry  of  the  Count  uf  Erieeira  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  lonj:  rcign,  dishngui-ihcd  for  ita  incrtnc^  and 
neglect  of  the  bust  interests  of  Portug^L 

For  a  time  tile  beneficial  eliects  of  Pombals  vigorous  admi* 
nistmlion  were  cxperieiicod  by  the  nation  in  the  revival  of 
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public  industry^— in  the  re-establishment  of  agriculture,  ma- 
nufactureii,  and  comnitrce, — in  llip  flourishing  condition  of 
the  arte, — and  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  national 
character  as  of  the  naiiooal  n^soiirces-  A  war,  however,  of 
»cvco  years,  during  which  Portugal  was  cursed  by  three 
iiiTMsions  of  the  French  armies,  wbose  ocL'uputiun  of  the 
country  WEL3  everywhere  marked  by  devastation  and  blood,— 
the  emigration  of  the  roya!  family  witl»  a  numerous  court  to 
Rio  Janeiro,  and  the  consequent  drain  upon  the  population 
and  industry  of  the  mother-country,— the  opening  of  the  ports 
of  Brasil  to  the  commerce  of  other  nations,  and,  tinally.  the 
eKtablisbmeat  of  BrasUian  independence, — seera  to  have  para- 
lysed the  energies  of  the  Portuguese,  to  which  no  doubt  tlie 
frequent  political  changes  in  the  country  have  had  their  due 
;.^hut;  in  contributing. 

Tlie  alarming'  decrease  in  the  population  of  Portugal  may 
be  tnu:od  to  cauees  which  have  been  long  in  action, — to  the 
oppressions  of  an  imbecile  and  i(?norant  giovernment  ^t  home, 
and  to  tl>c  ^eat  demand  for  labourers  in  the  colonies.  A 
bounty  has  been  thus  offered  to  the  native  Portuguese  upon 
expatriation.  With  the  exception  of  the  pro\ince  of  the 
Douro  e  Minho,  at  no  lime  could  Portugal  boast  of  a  super- 
abundant [fopnlatioo,  and  therefore  the  loss  of  men  was 
almost  worse  to  her  than  a  diminution  of  territorial  extent. 
With  the  increase  of  her  foreign  dominions,  the  sinews  of  her 
own  domestic  greatness  and  security  have  decline  in  Gtrengtb. 
The  celibacy  of  the  priesthood,  the  injurious  extent  of  tlic 
Conventual  uystcm  and  religious  persecution,  ha\'e  deprived 
thu  mother-ton n try  in  a  course  of  years  of  handn  sufficient  to 
CuUivatt  the  soil ;  and  the  establishment  of  the  monastic  rule 
in  her  colonies  has  only  served  to  increase  the  diliicultieai, 
and  slili  more  to  impoverish  her  by  creating,  beyond  the  mere 
iieci-i»itie!«  (K.'C-isiuned  by  coloiii/atiou,  a  demand  for  men  who 
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were  tkcuccforward  to  produce  nothing  for  the  benefit  of  the 

This  system  has  beea  tantamount  to  the  extinction  of  so 
tiuiL-b  Cfipil'il ;  and  as  if  this  was  not  Aufficient  to  awaken  % 
deluded  government  to  its  senses,  an  almost  uninterrupted 
course  of  Lureihig,  and  torment,  and  robbery,  has  been  syste- 
matically carried  on  against  the  domiciliated  Jcxvs,  and  those 
who,  in  flying  hither  from  Spanisli  perseciiiiou,  merely  ex- 
changed the  practised  cruelty  of  one  set  of  tyrants  for  the 
inhospitable  brutality  of  another.  Before  the  absurd  distinc- 
tion had  bccTi  made  which  branded  a  Jew  with  the  mark  of 
infamy,  and  had  pointed  him  out  by  the  finger  of  scorn,  and 
had  exposed  him  to  the  tire  and  sword  of  persecution,  the 
Jewish  merchant  in  Portugal  was  the  same  active  and  enter- 
prising character  in  commerce^  aa  the  Gallcgo  of  the  present 
day  is  the  patient  and  induBlrious  operative.  Were  the  Gali- 
cian  labourers  throughout  the  country  to  be  persecuted  in  like 
manner,  the  vahie  of  their  industry  would  of  course  be  soon 
lost  to  Portugal ;  and  the  Portuguese  themselves  might  then 
sloop  to  become  *'  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water/' 

The  cruelty,  the  bad  faith,  and  the  inad  policy  shown  by 
succeiwive  governments  in  Portugal  towards  the  Jews,  cau 
have  had  no  other  eilect  tlian  that  of  depriving  their  treasury 
of  the  benefit  which  it  might  have  derived  from  the  com- 
mercial experience  ajid  activity  of  this  enterprizing  people  in 
the  profitable  employment  of  their  capital.  The  Jew  who 
escaped  into  banishment,  would,  as  far  as  possible,  transfer 
also  his  capital  to  countries  where  the  security  of  his  person 
could  Ir'  ensured,  and  the  sacred  value  of  his  own  religiouft 
views  be  rccc^izcd  by  the  law  of  the  land.  The  spirit  of 
industry  would  naturally  follow  him,  and  thus  persecution 
would  I)c  rewarded  by  consequent  poverty ;  as  we  see  in  the 
inNtancc  of  Portugal,  wheie  the  iron  grasp  of  despotism  has 
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hitherto  itrr^sled  l1ic  progress  of  national  improvement,  buA 
Uie  chilling  cnicUius  of  bigotry  have  closed  every  avenue  to 
itA  appioarlu 

Thus,  then,  during  a  long  scries  of  years,  Porluerol  seems  to 
ha\~c  been  almn-iL  depopulated,  besides  other  CfUiiit's,  by  iiU[>- 
plying  labourers  and  mechanics  to  Brrisil;  and  hence  the 
immense  tractH  of  country  thrown  out  of  cultivation  in  the 
provinces  of  the  mother-country;  and  "Portugal  now  wants 
Bm*iil,  but  Brasil  does  not  want  Portugal/'  was  truly  asserted 
«>mc  years  since  by  Cunha,  v^hosc  manuscript  Mr.  Southey, 
gives  in  an  abridged  form  at  the  end  of  bis  amusing  little 
volume  oa  Portugal,  und  it  may  now  be  repeated  with  more 
force  and  Inilh  th;iu  ever.  But  a  welUwisher  to  the  Portu- 
gue?9C  nation  caunot  be  supposed  to  discover  any  real  pntriot- 
ittn  in  the  advice  which  would  persuade  tlie  sovereign  of 
Portugal  that.  '*  owing  to  the  proximity  of  Spain,  he  holdfi 
bis  crown  by  a  very  precarious  tenure, — the  conquest  of  Por* 
tugal  being  but  the  work  of  one  campaign  for  Spain,"  (which 
opinion  can  scarcely  be  s^id  to  be  justified  by  exiierience); 
and  that  "  the  best  possible  plan  would  be  that  the  King 
should  remove  to  Brafiil,  and  fix  Ins  court  at  the  city  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro;  for  the  soil  is  rich,  the  climate  debghtful.  and  the 
city  might  soun  become  more  flourishing  than  Lisbon  ; — that 
there  he.  might  extend  his  commerce,  make  discoveries  in  the 
interior,  and  take  the  title  of  Enqwror  of  the  West." 

One  might  almost  be  induced  to  believe  that  the  uatiotial 
prosperity  of  Portugal  haft  suffered  equally  by  its  long  con- 
nection with  Krafiil,  as  by  its  sudden  loss  of  that  colony,  and 
declaration  of  it£  independence.  The  goodotficeA  of  Enp;land 
have  been  (-xerled  with  laudable  disinterestedness  to  promote 
a  reconciliation  between  the  mother-country  and  the  recusant 
colony;  and  whatever  favour  may  be  shown  to  Portugal  ia 
the  trcatj'  of  commerce  n^otiated  between  her  and  Brasil,  t« 
principally  to  be  ntlributed  to  the  friirndly  exertion  n(  British 
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^^^^  influence  nt  the  imperial  court.  Whether  this  amicable  inter- 
^^^H  ventJuii  of  Kii^Iaiid  in  bchiilf  uf  its  ancient  ally  has  been 
^^^^  made  in  time  to  secure  lor  Portugal  the  larger  portion  of  the 
W  import  commerce  of  Bmsil,  can  be  afcertained  be^t,  ofcoiir^er 

I  by  practical  people ;  but  the  dechning  atfilc  ol'  the  l'ortugue«e 

^^L  m an u factories,  and  the  limited  export  of  the  produce  of  its 

^^M  noil  to  the  shores  of  lijo,  would  create  a  Mi^picton  that  the 

^V  Brazilians   have   already   found   other,   better,    and   cheaper 

f  markets  than  in  Lisbon  or  I*orto;    and  it  is  natural  tliat  it 

»thould  be  so;  for  nations,  like  individiial^i,  awake  to  their 
own  interests,  and  having  the  power  of  choice,  will  inrariably 
make  inquiry  for  commodities  having  tlie  two  recommenda- 
tions of  supehnrity  in  manufacture  and  itiferiiirity  in  price- 
There  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  so  striking  a  singularity  of 
resemblance  between  the  baneful  effects  produced  by  a  had 
and  vicious  system  of  public  administration  in  Turkey  and  in 
Portugal,  that  it  may  nut  be  out  of  place  to  transcribe  here  a 
recent  report  of  the  present  condition  of  affairs  williin  the 
Ottoman  cmpii^,  as  illustrative  of  the  description  which  will 
follow,  of  the  state  of  particular  interests  at  this  moment  in 
Portugal : — 

"  Ltttte  ia  to  be  expected  from  any  attempt  to  introduce 
civilization  among  the  Turks.  The  profound  ignorance  of 
every  class  of  the  nation  is  a  fact  to  which  all  the  strangers 
who  have  formerly,  or  lately,  visited  Turkey,  have  borne  testi- 
mony. Their  knowledge  of  books  is  never  allowed  to  extend 
beyond  the  contents  of  the  Koran.  Obscurity  of  intellect 
being  the  great  foundation  on  which  tlie  Mahometan  faith  was 
ni^dc  to  rest,  tlmt  book  has  propagated  notions  uppuned  to 
any  dcvelopcment  of  the  human  understanding. 

"  The  decay  of  agriculture  ia  the  principal  evil  with  which 
Turkey  is  at  present  offiictcd.  In  many  provinces  the  land 
WHS  formtn"ly  cidtivalcd  by  (jreeks^  who,  at  thfir  roimtry's 
call  b^\x  flown  to  take  up  arms  to  reconquer  their  liberticB. 
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2fotwithH(»nc.1ing  tliis  desertion  of  brax-e  and  itscful  armia,  the 
Svltati  persist?)  in  exercising  the  lon«:-c5tablishcd  and  exclu- 
sive monopoly  of  buyin^r  and  sclliiipf  grain  in  the  capital  at  his 
own  prices;  thus  paralysing  the  indttstry  of  the  remaining 
cultivator.  The  taxes  on  landed  properly  having;  besides 
been  increased  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  of  the  gwem* 
ment's  calls  for  money  on  the  pachas  governing  the  provinces, 
enforced  by  local  measures  of  the  utmost  rigour,  have  finally 
thrown  the  peasant  out  of  his  habitual  avocation ;  and  the 
deficiency  in  the  produce  of  the  land,  whether  in  grain  or 
commercial  commodities,  has  brought  on  universal  want  and 
much  distresfi. 

"  Fertile  Egypt,  under  the  government  of  Mohamed  AVu 
having  sacriliced  her  agriculture  to  mamdaclures^  is  no  longf-r 
the  granary  and  storehouse  of  Turkey  in  the  moment  of  need 
and  oi' famine.  Kussia  has  therefore  to  supply  Turkey  with 
vbeat,  and  receives  nothing  in  exehange  but  specie* 

"  The  Turks  are  not  less  now,  than  formerly,  dependent 
upon  foreign  countnes  with  regard  to  other  commodities ;  but 
they  have  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  buying,  at  prices 
considerably  increased,  and  for  cash,  thoec  importations  which 
tbey  wen*  iu  the  habit  ol  paying,  in  a  great  measure,  with  the 
raw  materials  produced  by  their  floil  \  and  the  government, 
far  from  endciivuuHng  to  remtjve  any  of  those  t\\U  by  M'hieh 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  empire  ore  thwarted,  udde^  to 
iheni  by  every  vexatious  means  tiirough  which  it  may  reap  a 
temporary  profit. 

"Turkey  possesseA  no  available  min^,  so  that  it  has  to 
supply  itself  with  gold  and  silver  from  abroad;  and  if  it  do 
not  give  iu  rL-tum  h  sufficient  qUcUittty  of  its  own  pTuducliniis, 
the  prcdous  metal,  after  being:  converted  into  Turkish  ccnn; 
muftl  neceHJtarily  form  a  grtut  |H3rtiun  of  l\\i*-  export  trade.  In 
this  manner  the  empire  is  consttLatly  drained  of  its  currency, 
and  the  im|>enal   treasury  experiences,  at  the  end  of  every 


16d 


PORTUGAI- 


ycar,  a  progressive  diminution  of  its  regulor  revenue.  A  new 
coia  Is  then  put  into  ciiculatiott,  of  1esi«  Jiitriusic  Vk'ortli,  tljongli 
proportionably  the  same  in  nominal  value.  7'he  old  coin, 
Wcuming  obsolete^  U  sent  Co  foreign  countries  to  be  melled 
down,  and  rctnrna  in  ingot»>  of  which  the  Suilan  becomes 
again  the  purchaser.  The  prejudice  which  tlua  complicated 
method  necessarily  occasions  to  the  Icsa  wealthy  portion  of 
the  nation  is  incalculable^  and  of  course  it  must  ultimately  fall 
back  upon  tlie  governmeat, 

-  "  The  population  of  the  Ottoman  empire  in  knonn  to  i»e 
inadequate  to  its  extent.  A  Turk  is  always  ti  Turk,  accord- 
ing to  the  Greek  proverb,  do  what  you  will  with  him  ;" — and, 
as  far  as  bjgoteil  attachment  to  old  prejudices,  the  same  may 
be  8aid  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  higher  classes  of  Por* 
tugiiese.  'I 

By  the  law  of  Portugal  all  payments,  excepting  those  for 
milhc),  cr  maise,  fruits^  and  other  productions,  which  are  paid 
for  solely  in  coin,  are  made  in  what  is  called  in  Portuguese 
ky,  wliich  hignihe^t  law  or  currency.  In  other  wnrtls,  one 
moiety  is  paid  in  metal,  and  the  other  in  paper;  thatis,  in 
treasury  biilK  or  notes.  a 

During  the  war,  the  Portuguese  govemment  mndc  thrfr 
payment**  in  bills,  which  were  to  be  redeemable,  ami,  in  the 
mean  lime,  were  to  bear  interest.  The  circulation  of  this 
paper  has  been  lately  esti mated  to  amount  to  <£l*500,0()0; 
and  tt3  price,  according  to  a  report  recently  published,  has 
been  known  to  Miry  from  50  jier  cent,  discount,  at  the  [leriod 
when  the  French  armies  occupied  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
Porlugah  to  15  per  cent.,  since  the  eounlry  has  beeu  restored 
to  its  legitimate  sovereigns.  The  (inancca  of  the  state  have 
not  been  such,  at  any  time  since  the  peace,  as  lo  eu^ihle  tlic 
government  to  redeem  the  notes  issued  by  the  treasury,  in 
consequence  of  their  very  large  amount;  but  the  quantity  of 
thi»  paper  in  circulation  must  be  annually  diminishctl  from  a 
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variely  of  ^ircideiital  cauHes.  These  treasury  note«  are  in 
value  cacb  from  J200  /w  to  20.0*X)  im,  and  a  regular  tnstJc 
is  carried  on  In  ihem  Ly  persons  wlio  are  called  ciimtfhfat. 
The  nole  itself  is  wretchedly  executed^  nearly  obliterated  by 
lei'^tli  of  use,  filtby,  and  na  doubl  tuny  b(f  mid  is  easily 
counieifeited. 

The  |>rinei]ral  coin  in  circulation  is  the  cnrxmh  vofo,  wbieh 
ia  about  the  value  of  two  8hilliiig;s  and  llircepence.  or  tour- 
peoce. 

The  dan^r  and  inconvenience,  however,  of  carrjiug  any 
\yiVgc  amount  of  »*peeie  upon  roadfi  f»o  rrc(]Ui.'i]t1y  beset,  as  they 
arc  in  Porlu^ui,  with  b^ndittt,  have  induced  ihc  issue,  by  tiie 
Uuik  of  Li>»boEi,  of  notes  puyiible  on  demand  in  ihe  current 
coin  of  the  realm,  which,  although  not  intended  to  supcritede 
tlie  circulation  of  a  metallic  medium,  have  yet  always  been 
considered  as  good  as  the  current  coin,  and  have  been  received 
as  ftuch  in  part  payment  of  all  bills  throughout  the  country. 
But  the  value  of  both  the  treasury  and  the  bank  notes  are  too 
high  to  admit  of  their  being  generally  current  among  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people,  who^e  reckonings  are  chietly  made  in 
reit^  vinieSf  or  tostot^m ;  which  tatter  coin  may  be  regarded  a$ 
the  Portuguese  shilling,  being  the  one  tlie  moat  frequently  re* 
ferred  to  in  money  transactions  and  general  calculatious* 

The  ]>icce  of  five  rch  has  about  the  same  value  as  the 
Briti^  farthing;  and  the  twelve  vhii€s  silver  piece,  which 
oonBisU  of  twenty  rtals,  or  ms^  \s  a  little  more  than  one  penny 
in  value.  The  principal  metalhc  currency  of  Portugal  is 
however  :«ilver,  and  the  traveller  muHt  not  expect  that  be  will 
find  any  quantity  of  gold  coin  in  circulation,  for  it  is  rapidly 
|HU(King  out  of  the  country  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  who 
melt  it  down.  It  has  been  declared  by  authority  (o  be 
depended  upon,  that  all  the  old  gold  coins  are  quite  obsolete* 
excepting  the  pieces  of  6,400  rth,  which  pass  in  legal  tender 
for  7,500  rtis;  and  the  pieces  of  3,200  rch,  which  are  current 
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at  the  value  of  3,750  reii.  Although  thege  pieces  have,  tram 
circumstaoceB,  been  so  mach  raised  above  the  value  which 
they  were  intended  to  express,  the  moDey^cfaaugers  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  a  still  higher  price  for  them,  and  consequently 
they  will  soon  wholly  disappear. 

It  is  asserted  that  there  is  also  a  deficiency  of  silver  in  the 
country;  but  no  one  seems  to  be  able  to  say  whether  the 
cause  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  excessive  issues  by  the  bank 
direction  of  their  notes,  which  may  have  had  the  effect  of 
causing  an  unfevourable  rate  of  exchange  with  other  coun- 
tries,— to  the  exportation  of  silver  to  markets  where  it  fetches 
a  higher  price, — or  to  the  large  payments  made  in  specie  Ibr 
British  merchandise* 

In  order  to  convey  to  you  a  more  distinct  idea  of  what  the 
metalhc  currency  of  the  country  has  been,  the  accompanying 
plates  of  Portuguese  coins,  the  originals  of  which  have  been 
furnished  me  by  a  friend,  may  be  of  service*  They  are 
numbered,  and  the  designation  of  its  value  is  affixed  to  each 
coin. 

GOLD  COINS. 

No.    1. — Crown  piece  of  John  V.  (480  rcis)  wortli  about  two  sliillings  and 

threepence. 
Wo,    2, — Crusodo  (400  reia)  or  about  two  shJllinga. 
No.    3. — Crusado  novo  (480  reh)  or  about  two  shillings  and  fourpence. 
No.    4. — Eight  toato^na'  piec«  (800  reia)  value  about  four  shillings  and  four- 

pence. 
No.    5- — Quartinhod'ouro(12  toato£na;  1200  reis)  value  about  six  shillings 

and  threepence. 
No.    G. — Sixteen  tosto^ns' piece  (1600  re  la)  value  about  mght  shillings  and 

ten  pence. 
No.    7. — Mtya  motda  d*ouro  (half  a  moidore  of  John  V.,  1715 ;  2400  reis) 

worth  about  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence. 
Nop    R. — Mey>t   oiu^da  douro  (of  Maria,   1777;   3400   reis)   worth   about 

twelve  ahillings  and  sixpence. 
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Xo.   f>.^Mo«l&  <rouro  (mcndon)  of  Johit  V„  1134  ;  4800  f«i«>  Tvluo  ftboiil 

one  puutid  fi¥«  sliilUn^* 
N^  10. — I*#Vft  d*  MM  roil  c  f|ualrocfriiti>*  (worth  in  1(^27.  77*H>  ici*,  or  77 

ttMtofi.  .  Mntia  nnd  Pedro  TIL,  1703;  0400  re U)  v&lue  raUt^T 

more  than  our  pound  fifu-cn  Ahilliogv  n»d  eixp<^Dci'. 
No*  II.— Two  and  &  half  moidorcr  |>i«c«  (John  V.,  ITUi;  \t,<MOK'»)  notth 

DCtirly  throA  pounds  two  ubillincik 
No.  l3,"Dobfm"^CJ<»bn  V,,  172ft;  Uw  double  pt^a,  or  IM  toslotu*:   13,»0U 

fmh)  wortb  roliur  iloki  lliiui  tbri<o  |ioumiIa  ftnd  4-I«vcn  hhiEling;^. 
No.  18. — Fjv«  nioidorc  pioi:<>   (jL>hii  V.,  lT2Xi:  'i4,U<H>  n>i»)  worth  nboutnix 

pound*  hVD  dulliuKB. 

SILVER  COINS. 

No.  l.*-A  nlrcf  piacc  orone  vint^iu  (20  tela)  or  Uttlc  mort^  tliait  one  |iciiBy 
in  valur. 

No.  ft. — Silver  picco  of  balf  a  toatiu  (2j  riDlva,  or  {iO  rei«)  nearly  ihrHpeocd 

in  nlu«. 
No.  9. — Silrer  pi^c  (3  vintoi,  or  fi»>  rtu)  worth  about  thr^cpeucc  balfpcnnj. 
No.  -t. — To»Uo  (ftilvor  pkiri'  of  100  tcU)  ratUur  niuru  lliaa  «iKporic«  iu  value* 
No.  fr.- — J^iK  vifit€4  ndvcr  pii^c  (12()  rem)  wortli  altoul  MTcrtpRiicf^. 
No.4. — TwcL-rc  TinteasilTcr  picco  ("iiO  rcU)  worth  about  ono  ahillinjc  nitd 

iwopcncc. 
No-  7. — Cruflodo  novo  (mlvor  pioc<^  of  '14  vtni<i»,  or  4S0  twh)  tho  cnrrotil  v*liw 

boiog  in  Knjjliih  mnuoy  about  two  aliUtingji  and  fonrponcw. 

COPPER  COINS. 

No.1.*One  ant)  a  half  iral  pieot-  (uf  Ptfiirr  11.,  1700^  lev  UiAlt  balf  a 

Wtbinf  in  tdIuc. 
No.  ft«— Tbrvo  fvb piei:e  {of  Maria  and  Felcr  ILL.  17&7)  1™  tbaa  a  fartbiag 

in  valup. 
No.  9. — -Vive  rcU  plecr  (iMaila  Rcninn.  17!K1)  a1>out  one  fartbiriE  in  valuo. 
No.  4. — 1'tta  rvia  ihccc  (AloHa  1>,  L71>0)  worth  a  liltic  more  ilnui  a  halfptniiy. 


The  Portuguese  government  at  Lisbon  issued  a  proclaoia^ 
tioa  upon  the  11th  of  November,  1SJ2,  upon  tbc  reprexen- 
tation  of  Lord  Wellington^  tiiat  the  Kni^lt^h  guinea  should 
pass  as  current  eoin  at  3733  rels  each,  it  bciug  of  thU  numeral 
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writer  ill  'PbilMigMtiC 'money.  In  the  good  old  times  of  Por- 
tugal, ladi  was  tbe  superior  value  of  the  currency,  that  the 
felCMPge  6d  LoiKlott  wa.s  generally  :^tated  at  G7  pence  per 
mUnas;  wli^vat»nace  the  depreciatioa  of  the  currency,  it  has 
dedined  to:44  puce  p^r  milreU. 

In  the  more  fortunate  period  of  the  histoty  of  Portu^,  its 
i0^mectSoIi'%!ttLthb  rich  colony  of  Brasil  was  the  source  of 
imAK^ii^  l^'efllth  to  the  nation  at  large.  The  productions  of 
AmericA  were  imported  in  vast  quzntilies  into  Lisbon  and 
PortOp  and  were  tl^nce  distributed  all  over  Europe;  and  the 
retumt,  in  manufactures  and  in  other  articles,  from  European 
coontriea,  found  their  way  again  through  the  same  channel  to 
iffie  DtattUan'iAi^es.  Thus  a  very  lucrative  commerce  was 
p^antaioed,.  andj  peatly  advantageous  to  all  the  parties  who 
embarked  in  it;  but  the  larger  beactit  was  received  from  it  by 
the<»tiea(]fPortQgaI, 

'-'la 'tfddftiota  to  ite  other  exports  to  the  mother-country, 
3raf]l.tralUiikuttedto  Portugal  almost  the  entire  produce  of  its 
gold  and  diamond  mines,  which  were  often  extremely  abun- 
dant* During  a  Icmg  Beries  of  years  of  peace  and  proaperityi 
a  vast  accumulation  of  the  precious  metals  in  Portugal  was 
supported  by  the  constant  supphes  which  it  continued  to 
receive  from  its  colony,  though  the  amount  might  occasionally 
be  diminished  by  clandestine  exportatians  to  foreign  countries* 
No  wonder  then  that  the  Portuguese,  though  at  all  times  more 
of  a  military  and  a  commercial  than  a  manufacturing  nation^ 
were  accounted  rich  hy  rival  powers. 

The  gold  coins  of  the  country  consisted,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  in  former  times,  of  pieces  of  6400,  4800,  3200,  2400, 
1600,  1200,  800,  and  400  reis,  in  which  payments  were  priu*- 
eipally  made,  the  silver  coinage  being  of  course  subsidiary  to 
them.  The  pieced  of  gold  are  of  great  purity,  and  come 
within  one  half  per  cent,  of  the  British  standard ;  whereas 
the  silver  coin  is  current  for  more  than  its  comparative  value 
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to  gold,  that  is  in  the  proportion  uf  sixteen  to  one,  the  dilFer- 
ence  of  value  between  the  two  ruclaU  being,  Ju  France,  ag 
fiAeen  and  a  li<ilf  tu  one. 

Whilst  Portiigal  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  untnter- 
nipled  pence  and  of  Biasilian  cummeree,  at  one  time  a  xourc'e 
of  infinite  prosperity  to  the  nation,  there  was  no  danger  that 
any  abstraction  uf  the  preciotis  metals  for  European  pnr[>ose» 
should  not  be  soon  restored  by  fresh  supplies  from  that  colony ; 
but  when  tl»e  governnient,  about  the  yrars  1794  and  I7&5, 
was  pressed  by  France  to  make  common  cause  u^nst  Eng- 
Lfiid,  and  was  comjielled  to  pay  to  tht?  former  power  a  large 
&unL  of  money,  with  the  vain  hope  of  being  allowed  to  preserve 
her  nentralily,  it  hati  recourse,  a^  we  have  already  remarked, 
to  au  issue  of  paper  money ;  and  this  was  circulated  under  the 
protection  of  a  law,  which  provided  that  thenceforward  all 
payments  fthould  be  accepted,  one  half  in  metal,  and  the  other 
in  paper.  Whilst  the  issue  of  thi?^  paper  was  conducted  with 
uiodcmtion,  its  value  was  preserved,  to  which  perhaps  its  hear- 
ing a  certain  rate  of  interest  {4  per  cent  per  annum,)  contri- 
buted in  part.  As  long  ns  the  government  continued  to  pay 
tlie  interest  ujion  its  notes  with  some  regularity^  they  passed 
in  general  circulation  without  any  diminution  of  value. 

The  following  observations  are  m^ule  by  a  i^entleinan  well 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  those  time»;  "  La  pre- 
miere emission  de  ce  papier  monnoye  ne  fit  guhre  beaucoiip 
d'unprcssion  sur  la  marchc  ordinaire  des  aHairC9  dc  commerce, 
ui  sur  ks  Changes^  parceque  ce  papier  monnoye  portoil  la  pr<H 
mes&e  d'un  int^r^t  annuel  de  quatrc  per  cenl^  (interct  qui  ^toit 
an  avantage  pour  les  maisons  qui  avoient  toujours  des^oniiue^ 
flottantes  en  caisse,  et  qui  mcttoicnt  de  coti^  Ic  papier  qut 
jouissoit  de  six  mois  ou  plus  d'^ch^anec  poor  en  toucher  le  dit 
intir^.)  Maia  ccs  intcri>ts  ne  furent  pay6s  qu'  k  des  fa\'ori»^ 
ct  en  suite  on  cessa  de  les  payer,  c'est  ce  qui  joint  aux  pres- 
sanfi  besoins  du  Gouvernement,  et  la  facility  de  pomper  bor»  de 
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la  ciKulatiou  lanioiti^(lcs€»p^ciisoTinantc3,  CD  Ics  rcmpla^nt 
tuut  simplcment  par  du  papier,  cautia  la  d^pn^iatioii  sulise- 
qticDte.  comme  ccla  doit  toujours  arhver  dans  dea  pays  o^ 
rarbitnire  rigne,  et  oii  on  ne  respecte  pas  les  louc," 

This  system,  howtn-cr,  w-as  frequently  intcrniptcd,  owin^ 
Id  the  impoverished  state  of  the  treasury  :  and  it  wa^  not  long 
before  the  Portuguese  government  fell  into  the  error,  into 
wliicli  other  tiatioT»;  have  swhKeqiiently  run;  namely,  that  of 
aanctioning  an  i^ue  of  paper  without  any  refcmncc  being 
made  in  rei^ulating  tlie  amount  to  the  wants  of  comincreial 
transtictions.  but  solely  to  the  necessities  of  the  trwi-^ury. 
From  this  cause,  thi*  quantity  of  the  treasury'  notes  thrown 
into  circulation  at  Jcngth  exceeded  the  puMic  demand  for  its 
own  accommodation,  and  the  conEequeut  depreciation  io  tlieir 
value  accordingly  took  place.  Still,  however,  the  mixed  sye- 
tem  of  metal  and  paper  currency  worked  tolerably  ^x'll,  until 
the  eountrj*  ^'^f*  threatened  by  an  invasion  from  France. 

It  wad  not  unUI  after  the  departure  of  the  Queen  Mother, 
tlic  Prince  Itegent,  and  royal  family  for  Bahia  and  Kio  Ja- 
neiro, in  1807,  which  i^inj^ular  evont  wa!<  followed  by  an  entire 
interniption  of  all  intercourse  with  that  colony,  and  a  total 
stafTtiation  of  commerce  during  the  occupation  of  the  country 
by  the  French,  that  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  Irea- 
miry  paper  assumed  a  aerious  character ;  and  within  that  pe- 
riod the  discount  on  paper  against  metal  attained  to  'A5  per 
cent.  Up  to  this  period  the  gold  coin  atlU  continued  to  be 
circulated  in  a  Inrge  pro[H>rticin.  und  tJie  bulk  of  payments 
were  made  in  Ihem  ;  but  it  may  be  rcavouahly  presumed  that 
tiie  emigration  of  m>  lar^  a  portion  of  the  nobility,  which  ac- 
companied the  royal  family  in  their  Siglit  from  tlio  Tagus,  and 
in  addition^  the  numerous  British  merchants  who  quilled  tlic 
country  with  their  capital  and  cstablislimcntfi,  upon  the  ap- 
pro^) of  tlic  French  aiaiy  to  tlie  hills  of  Lif^bon,  wuiihl  <Mt^a* 
9ion  an  immense  bubatractioo  ot  the  precious  metals.     It  is 
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obviouft  that  the  purer  gold  pieces  would  be  preferrect  to  the 
iuJcrior  silver  coin,  as  the  better  exchangeable  representative 
uf  vtihi«'  To  what  extent  this  proccaa  of  abstraction  wan  car- 
ried on  cannot  exactly  now  be  aficertained ;  but  from  that  time 
the  gold  currency  began  to  di:^ppear. 

On  tJie  occupation  of  the  Portuguese  territory  by  tlie  French 
aitnv,  another  drain  of  the  prerious  metals  was  opened.  The 
lust  for  gam  evinced  by  the  general -in-chief, —by  the  generals 
vf  division s,-^by  the  conimissaneSt  and  all  perscns  who  foimd 
opportunity  to  satiate  their  thirst  at  the  expense  of  Portugal, 
sttYe  uccaHifjii  for  the  inlniductioii  of  French  and  Spanish  gold 
•t  an  enhanced  ralue ;  and  a  law  was  enacted,  which  imposed 
the  girnirral  obligntion  <jf  accepting  it  in  all  payiiifiitx.  ThiK 
law  WQ5  tantamount  in  ctfect  to  a  debasement  of  the  coin  of 
the  rcKini,  and  in  a  very  short  course  of  lime  atrathc  in  the 
prccjoas  metals  of  the  country  took  place,  which  proved  most 
lucrative  to  those  engaged  iu  it,  but  particularly  to  the  French, 
who  iiad  adopted  it  for  their  own  exclusive  advantage. 

It  must  be  evident  that  the  French  gold  coin  would  in  con- 
sequence be  at  lant  substituted  altogether  for  the  PortugueHe» 
and  continue  to  constitute  the  principal  metatlic  circulation  in 
PoituguK  Oft  long  as  the  French  troops  remained  in  the  pn»- 
sessioQ  of  the  country.  After  their  departure,  and  during  the 
peninsular  vrar,  the  currency  was  again  restored  to  itA  former 
footing;  but  still  the  SpaniRh  dollars,  introduced  chiefly  by 
tlic  British  commissariat  for  the  supply  of  tlie  army,  formed  a 
great,  and  perhaps  the  better  part  of  that  currency,  as  the 
principal  pert  of  the  Portuguese  gold  had  l)eeii  expnlTi^ted 
never  to  return,  Thua  then,  at  that  period,  silver  became  the 
baaia  of  the  currency,  and  continued  to  be  ottered  together 
with  paper,  in  the  proportion  of  half  of  the  one  and  half  of 
Uie  other  in  all  payments. 

The  genend  peace  in  Europe  found  this  state  of  things  in 
Portugd  :   but  ftincc  that  period  tltc  large  expenditure  of  the 
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British  army  in  the  country  hQs  ceased ;  aiid  »ucli  lias  been  tbe 
gradually  declining  state  of  the  commerce  of  Portugal,  that 
the  balance  of  its  trade  with  other  nations  has  been  seriously 
against  her^  But  this  state  of  things  will  create  no  surprise, 
if  it  is  considered  that  the  ^cat  and  principal  60urcc  of  wealth 
9i\A  prosjjcrity,  whiL-h  it  hud  enjuyed  for  such  a  length  of  lime 
by  its  connection  with  Br^ail,  was  suddenly  cut  oft'  by  the 
declaration  of  thut  colony's  independence  of  the  mother  ooud- 
try;  and  Mr.  Coslipiu,  so  long  ago  as  t77U.  remarked  that, 
**wiUiout  the  fi^jld,  which  numbers  of  eondenined  and  unfor- 
tunate wretclies  are  continually  tearing  from  the  boweUof  the 
earth,  and  remitting  from  the  new  world  to  the  old,  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  for  Portugal  to  subsist  for  six  montlis 
as  a  separate  and  independent  state."  Without  participating 
ID  this  opinion  to  its  fullest  extent  yet  we  must  admit  that  Por- 
tugal, being  almost  without  mauufaetures,  and  entirely  limited 
to  the  produce  of  thesoil,  could  not  beescpected  to  remain  long 
without  feeling  »;everely  the  consequence  of  being  dependent 
4111  foreign  nations  tor  the  supply  of  many  necessaries. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  metallic  currency,  althouf^h  much  infe- 
rior to  what  it  wan  in  the  more  fortunate  periods  of  Portu- 
guese history^  continues  to  disappear ;  and  as  the  government 
has  absurdly  atteiiijited  by  the  intervention  of  a  positive  law 
to  prevent, — which,  we  know  from  experience  at  home,  that  no 
goveniinent  can  ever  effect  with  the  balance  of  trade  against 
it, — the  expatriation  of  the  precious  metals,  what  remains  of  a 
niet.'dlic  currt;ncy  Ls  finding  its  way  gradually  into  other  conn* 
tries  by  an  organised  system  of  smuggling.  The  prospect  of  a 
revival  of  commerce  in  PortugaU  and,  as  a  necessary  consC'- 
quence,  a  turn  of  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favour,  seems,  it 
must  be  confessed,  ai$  far  as  we  can  j  udge,  to  be  remote ;  aiu) 
as  long  as  the  pre^ient  state  of  things  continues,  it  is  natural  to 
expect  that  an  uniuteriupted  drain  will  carry  away  the  pre* 
cious  m^uUs  out.  of_  the  couutrjv    The  attempt*  however^  ta 
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put  a  stop  to  the  clandestine  remoTal  cf  the  metallic  medium, 
to  meet  the  dt^mands  of  ether  markets,  or  discharge  die  luer- 
cantile  obligations  due  to  other  states,  would  be  attended,  in 
all  probability,  witti  as  much  success  as  if  the  government 
were  lo  endtarour  to  prevent  the  tide  from  raonin^  down  by 
Belem. 

Portugal  U  an  importing,  not  an  exporting  country.  She 
has)  Acarcely  any  manufactures,  and  therefore  $ho  is  compelled 
to  purchase  almost  every  necessary  article;  and  as,  with  the 
exception  of  hcrwine«,  some  fruitfi,  wool,  and  salt,  she  has  no 
native  productions  to  offer  in  exchange  for  the  various  goods 
which  fihe  imports,  she  must  pay  for  tliem  in  specie* 

'n>e  commerce  in  i^alt  ih  not  incounderable;  during  the  last 
twenty  ye&rs  the  average  amount  exported,  (and  principally  for 
(he  Newfoundland  trade,)  that  i»  from  St.  Ubes,  Figueiraa,  and 
Aveiro,  has  been  annually  530,000,000  reis^  or  about  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  pounds. 

Until  she  can  manufacture  for  herself, — grow  corn  fiuffictent 
for  her  own  consumption, — and  is  enabled  by  a  more  careful 
of  cultivation^ — by  a  better  directed  industry,  to  pro- 
luce  objects  ibr  exportation,  such  as  oil  for  instance,  wocd^ 
and  bees-wax,  and  in  these  three  articles  sbe  has  large  re* 
source*  of  wc<dth  wholly  neglected,  or  at  least  wretcliedly 
mismmnagcd,  we  must  expect  to  find  tliat  the  balance  of  trade 
will  remain  against  her;  that  her  specie  will  continue  to  be 
withdrawn ;  that  her  forced  system  of  paper  currency  will 
terminate  in  an  increased  rate  of  discount ;  and  that  tlic  credit 
of  the  country  will  be  tinally  extinguished, 

Whil^  enumerating  the  resources  which  will  be  at  the  com* 
mand  of  Portugal  so  soon  as  her  mdustry  shall  have  been  pro- 

"ly  dirvcteil,  we  should  not  omit  l«  state  that  the  breeding 
!p  '\B  susceptible  of  great  increase  and  improvement ; 
LOT  ought  we  to  forget  to  mention  the  cultivation  of  the  white 
Peri.  h 
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tnulberry-tree,  which,  if  followed  up  with,  skill,  could  not  &il 
of  formiDg  a  certain  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation ;  for  theie 
seems  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  climate  of  Portugal 
would  be  less  favourable  to  the  production  of  the  silk-worm 
than  that  of  the  south  of  France,  or  of  Italy.  The  Portu- 
guese could  supply  the  raw  material  in  abundance  to  foreign 
markets,  as  well  as  for  their  home  manufactures,  were  their 
attention  properly  directed  to  this  subject,  and  thid  branch  of 
industry  encouraged  by  the  government.  Pombal,  indeed,  in 
the  reign  of  Joseph  h,  attempted  the  growth  and  manufacture 
of  silk  ;  but  requiring  money  for  other  state  purposes,  he  was 
obliged  secretly  to  contravene  that  which  he  appeared  publicly 
to  support. 

At  a  more  recent  period,  a  national  bank  was  established, 
and  has  continued  to  issue  notes  upon  its  own  credit,  founded 
upon  the  deposit  of  specie.  The  original  charter  provided 
that  the  bank  should  consist  of  ten  thousand  shares,  of  one 
hundred  pounds  each ;  but  scarcely  the  moiety  of  the  intended 
capital  has  ever  been  subscribed,  and  yet  the  number  of  notes 
put  into  circulation  are  stated  to  he  fully  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  proposed  subscription-  The  direction  is  confided  ex.- 
clusively  to  native  Portuguese,  and  it  would  not  appear  tluit 
foreigners  have  been  at  all  forward  in  committing  their  money 
to  the  management  of  men,  of  whose  experience  in  businesa^ 
and  integrity,  no  very  favourable  reports  are  now  current.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  many  people,  when  the  bank  was  first 
instituted  at  Lisbon,  that  the  time  was  ill-choseu  for  the  forma* 
tion  of  such  an  establishment,  because  the  government  was 
still  vicious,  the  people  not  yet  sufficiently  informed  ia  such 
matters,  and  the  constitution  of  the  realm  was  hut  still  in  its 
infancy. 

Experience  has  shown  that  a  bank  will  always  prosper, 
when  the  infiuence  of  government  is  not  allowed  to  exercise  a 
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dangerous  controul  over  its  proceedings;  but  notwithstanding 
this  evident  truth  before  their  eyes,  the  present  directors  of 
the  Lisbon  bank  have  contracted  enormous  loans,  (some  say 
to  the  amount  of  double  their  capital^  with  the  government  of 
the  day.  Doubts  begin  now  to  be  entertained  of  the  stability 
of  the  bank,  and  it  is  strongly  suspected  that  the  directors  are 
anxiously  endeavouring  to  induce  the  government  to  sanction 
the  circulation  of  their  notes  in  lieu  of  a  metallic  medium,  their 
own  metallic  deposits  having  been  withdrawn. 

With  respect  to  any  economical  arrangements  which  should 
be  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  revenue,  and  in  the  manner 
of  collecting  the  taxes ;  the  information  which  we  have  re- 
ceived is,  that  one  third  only  of  the  amount  exacted  ever 
enters  the  public  treasury,  the  rest  being  eaten  up  by  the 
many  men  who  subsist  on  the  collection  of  the  imposts,  from 
the  most  menial  to  the  very  treasurer  himself.  '*  They  are  all," 
as  a  Portuguese  emphatically  observed  to  me,  ''a  gang  of 
thieves,  and  so  are  the  receivers  and  treasurers  of  the  lai^ 
sums  levied  annually  upon  the  indigences  of  the  people." 

Much  will  depend  upon  the  j^rsonal  character  of  the  future 
ruler  of  this  country  for  the  restoration  of  its  finances,  and  the 
resumption  of  its  important  rank  among  European  nations. 
Notwithstanding  present  appearances  are  so  unfavourable  to 
her  future  prosperity,  one  would  willingly  indulge  in  the 
hope  that,  with  good  management,  Portugal  may  in  a  course 
of  years  be  completely  renovated,  and  recover  her  former  cha- 
racter, wealth,  and  happiness.  Every  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, however,  must  first  be  completely  remodelled,  and 
the  rule  of  the  country  committed  to  the  hands  of  an  able,  en- 
lightened, energetic,  and  uncompromising  ministry,  who  have 
no  interests  to  serve  but  those  of  the  public  weal.  The  neces- 
sity of  an  active,  honesty  and  intelligent  government,  must 
now  be  admitted  by  men  of  every  party ;  while  the  best 
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friends  to  tlic  real  interests  of  Portugal  look  with  reason  to  tlie 
raaiuteiiauce  of  the  constHuiionai  charter,  as  her  finweitt  pro* 
tection  In  llie  hour  of  difticuity,  tmd  only  source  of  ultimate 
safety* 

The  favourable  position  of  Portugal  politically  considered— 
ita  advantageous  siiuatiou  for  coiumauding  the  commerce  of 
the  eastern  and  western  worlds*  and  its  alliance  with  the 
British  powur,  at  all  times  Jealous  of  French  and  Spanish  en- 
croachments, and  of  the  union  of  the  peninsula,  is  the  hest  ae* 
curity  to  the  Portuguese  for  the  integrity  and  independenco  of 
their  country.  England  will  never  again  allow  the  Porto- 
^ci^e  sceptre  to  pass  into  Castihan  liands,  to  complete  tha 
work  of  destruction  almost  tinished  by  them  during  their  sixty 
years  u>^urpation.  The  happine^  aud  welfare  of  Portugal  are 
founded  upon  the  maintenance  of  her  terma  of  amity  with 
Great  Britain;  nnd  her  readvancement  to  wealth  among  the 
nations  of  ihc  world  depends  ujkjh  the  reanimating  influence 
of  Uie  constitutional  charter  being  unimpeded  by  the  evil  paa- 
sion»  of  the  nobility  and  priei^thood,  in  iiR  operation  for  the 
public  good.  Portugal  neede  alliauce&,  and  her  best  friend  is 
Knglsnd. 

The  history  of  the  charter  i>^  briefly  as  follows:  *'Od  the 
lOfh  of  March,  182G,"  to  cite  the  words  of  the  author  of  *  the 
State  of  Portugal/  "  King  John,  who  had  been  permitted  to 
retain  the  empty  title  of  Emperor  uf  Brasil,  by  the  treaty  ne- 
gociated  between  himself  and  hia  son  at  Rio  Janeiro,  in  lb26, 
clofit^d  logfthcr  n  \i(c  and  a  reign,  of  whiHi  it  would  he  dithcnlt 
to  say  what  enjoyment  he  could  have  derived  from  either. 
In  bis  person  and  in  hiK  kingdom  he  ap|>eared  marked  for  ca- 
latnitiest  ^^  varioua  ajs  they  were  heavy.  Had  he  possessed 
diMTim illation  of  character  to  select  wise  and  faithful  counsel* 
lors,  such  were  the  pliancy  and  humility  of  his  disposition, 
Ifaftt  even  while   inveatec!   with  the  most  absolute  i)owei\  he 
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would  have  been  the  father  and  bcnefeclor  of  Ins  subjects. 
He  erred  in  ihU  important  pointy  and  Portugiil  ytl  gicons 
under  the  effects  of  hia  error.  His  death,  however,  htul  bcca 
anticipated  with  sentiments  of  deep  obrm/' 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  month  following  the  deniifte  of  Dod 
John  Vr.,  his  son  Don  Pedro,  Emperor  of  Bra.^il,  Knrceeding 
to  the  posficssion  of  the  crown  of  PoTtiigal  as  the  legitimate 
and  acknuu-ledged  heir  of  his  father,  conferred  iipcm  his  Por- 
tuguese subjects  the  gitl  of  the  conAtUutional  charter,  ^vhich 
is  justly  charaeterised  by  the  author  alluded  to  before,  as 
"  in  instrument  formed  on  the  best  models  that  limited  mo- 
narchies can  furnish,  and  [leculiarly  adapted  to  meet  the  i)lc 
oiHlcr  which  Portugal  has  suffered  so  cruelly,  and  one  that 
ihould  be  a  bond  of  union  amon^  all  parties,  and  attach  them 
by  a  genemt  feeling  of  gratitude  *  to  him  by  whom  this  boon 
«M  freely  given.  Although  recognised  "by  the  concurrent 
Toioc«  of  the  general  law  of  nation.^,  and  by  his  father's  express 
saoction,  the  indisputable  successor  to  the  throne  of  his  an* 
cestors/'  Don  Pedro  preferred  the  empire  of  Hntsil ;  and  a»  the 
two  governments  could  not  be  united  in  one  person,  ho  abdi- 
cated prospectively  the  cnrtvn  of  Portugal  in  favour  of  Drtunt 
Maria  de  Gloria,  his  inlant  daughter,  as  appears  by  tho  fifrh 
article  of  the  charter,  which  ordains  that  "  the  reigning  dy- 
nasty of  the  must  serene  house  of  Braganza  is  continued  in  the 
person  of  the  princess,  by  the  abdication  and  cession  of  her 
fether,  legitimate  heir  and  successor  to  Don  Joliu  VI."  Th^ 
ftuthor  of  the  state  of  Portugal  agmn  remarks,  that  *'  the 
arrangements  conducted  by  the  Emperor  Don  Pedro  for  the 
settlement  of  the  Portuguese  crown,  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  upon  much  deliberation,  and  with  an  earnest  solici- 
tude to  provide  against  every  contingency  that  could  be  foir- 
•een.  The  Emperor's  abdication  in  favour  of  his  daughter 
accompanied  with  the  condition  that  the  young  Princes« 
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RbotiM  lint  quit  Braail  until  tlic  L-ooHtiluliaii  w»k  swum  Ub, 
and  the  marriage  concluded  botween  herself  and  her  uncle, 
Don  Miguel/' 

In  the  mean  time  the  Emperor  has,  by  the  appointment  of 
hishrother  to  the  iientenancy  nf  (he  kingdom,  confirmed  hist 
claim,  according:  to  the  provisions  of  the  charier,  lo  hold  the 
regency,  as  his  nearest  relative  of  age  in  the  order  of  succes- 
sion. The  charter  provides  that  the  husband  of  the  Princess 
shall  not  be  called  King,  until,  as  Queen,  she  shall  have  borne 
a  child*  Don  Miguel  will  then  become  the  titular  King  of 
Portugal ;  and  should  he  be  fortunate  in  being  surrounded  by 
wise  counsellors,  and  be  supported  by  an  able  md  constitu- 
tional ministry,  then  will  the  Portuguese  experieiiee,  in  a 
renovation  of  their  syatem,  all  the  benefits  intended  for  the 
nation  by  the  Entperor's  free  gift  of  a  representative  form  of 
government,  by  the  ci^t&bhshment  of  a  liberal  pohcy,  and  the 
furtherance  of  enlightened  principleji.  It  is  indeed  to  be 
hoped  that  the  result  of  this  rational  scheme  of  well-regulated 
freedom  will  ultimately  show  itself  in  the  reviving  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  and  that  all  parties 
will  learn  from  the  example  set  them  by  the  chief  of  the  slate, 
to  unite  jn  support  of  the  hallowed  cause ;  for 

"Tin  lihffTty  donv  tliAt  |;iTTrii  tho  iinvr^r 
0(i[rvim^  lifit  \bt  Itiitrc  «nil  pi?rriinir; 
Ami]  wfr  un?  ^lliI)  wilbout  tL      All  c^uantiaitil. 
E\<.''-|»f  viTtitt  wlhIoqi  tay»  on  evil  luuu, 
Itk  rvil :  liurU  the  fiKultiea,  impedes 
Their  piDCTra  m  the  road  cf  Hriciice ;  blintl* 
The  vy^i^Ut  of  Jifitoftry  ;  ant!  brgela 
In  lliosr  UiKt  auflvT  it,  o  sordid  mind, 
BcstJul,  A  iDctuprc  intellect,  unlit 
To  b«  Ibt  Uinont  o(  moii'ii  uMc  f')?!!!. 

Cowp^R'^  \VWT**  J^<jaf']'*<*  Walk,  Boo^.s^^. 


IIXUtiTRATED, 

A  French  writer  justly  rem&rksr  "  Accoulumer  les  Iiommes 
h  rhumiliation  ct  n  la  bnaaesAe,  c'crt  Icur  dtcr  toutc  Icur 
force/" 


**  COHCrVnA."   OR    ABSOttiTlST, 
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We  have  rtrict  itatutea  and  mo«t  biting  laws, 
(The  needful  bits  and  curbs  to  headstrong^  steeds) 
Which  for  these  QiDetecn  yean  we  have  let  sleep; 
^         —        —         —        ^    in  time  the  rod 
Becemes  more  mocked  thao  feared :  so  our  decrees. 
Dead  to  infliction,  to  ttanMlres  are  dead ; 
And  Liberty  plucka  JiMtke  by  the  DO»e ; 
The  baby  beata  the  nuna,  and  quite  athwart 
Goes  all  deconm. 

Measure  fob  Hbabube, 


Porto,  1887. 

Owing  to  the  violeDce  of  the  north  wind,  which  blows 
down  the  coast  at  this  season^  the  "  Paquete  Restaurador 
Lusitano,  movido  por  vapor,*'  was  unable  to  venture  across  the 
bar  of  the  Tagus  for  some  days;  but  at  length  the  wind 
becoming  more  moderate,  we  were  hurried  on  board,  and 
slowly  and  solemnly  made  our  way  out  to  sea,  passing  almost 
under  tne  bows  of  the  British  men  of  war,  and  the  experi- 
mental squadron,  anchored  in  a  long  line,  and  extending 
nearly  down  to  the  point  of  Traffraria- 

In  the  meanwhile,  our  names  had  been  called  over  by  a 
civil  officer ;  and  off  the  Castle  of  Belem  we  were  visited  by 
the  river  police.     At  noon  we  had  passed  the  Cabo  da  Roca» 
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iod  as  the  "  Ileal  Privilcgio"  steam-engine  proved  as  defective 
in  it8  condition  as  will  be  fuuiid  must  of  the  eslabiiithmentft 
which,  in  thif<  couatry,  enjoy  the  advantages  of  government 
protection^  to  the  exclusion  of  the  fair  trader  aiifJ  the  benefits 
of  general  competition,  we  foresaw  very  speedily  that  which 
did  in  fact  occurs  namely,  that,  instc^ad  of  running  tbe  dtstanee 
between  Lisbon  and  Porto  in  less  than  twenty-four  lioui!$,  as 
we  were  assured  that  we  should,  it  i^-otild  require  more  than 
forty -eight  hours  to  bring  us  into  the  i>ouro. 

To  make  any  inquiries  of  the  helmsman,  or  of  the  cftptain^ 
why  the  vessel  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voya^  in  such 
a  wretched  trim,  appeared  wholly  out  of  the  question,  for  the 
captain  soon  became  sick,  and  took  to  his  bed;  and  if  the 
grim,  whiflkered,  dark  physiognomy  of  the  helmsman  had  not 
been  AuiKcient  to  have  damped  the  ardour  of  bold  inquiry, 
the  imposing  injunction,  in  brass  letters,  upon  the  end  of  the 
tiller,  "Prohibe  sea  qualquar  pessoa  converQarcom  o  homem, 
que  esteia  ao  teme/' — would  of  course  have  held  one's  tonpiie 
spcll-bound- 

Thc  CDonnous  &um  of  12,000  r«is,  actually  demanded  in 
meUil,  procured  for  those  who  had  besjioken  them  in  time, 
berths  in  a  cabin  where  it  was  absolutely  worse  than  death  to 
remain;  and  the  additional  payment  nf  three  crowns  to  the 
Restaurado  on  board,  entitled  those  whose  appetite  kept  pace 
with  the  payment,  to  the  enjoyment  of  meat  nearly  in  a  state 
of  corruption,  aawell  as  other  luxuries,  ftuch  as  mouldy  bread. 
blue  potatoes,  yclluw  greens,  and  execrable  wine. 

It  could  not  be  supposed  that  we  should  be  eapcible  of 
Tnakin^^  more  than  two  knots  an  hour  with  t^lcH  an  engine  as 
ttiat  of  the  Paquete  Lusitano,  against  a  strong  head-wind,  and 
^n  a  rolling  «ea;  and  accordingly  it  was  almost  night  when 
we  passed  the  Burlenga  Islands^ 

OutKide  the  ratling  of  the  principal  deck^  there  was  a 
crowded  and  curious  scene,  composed  of  Portugueaep  Galicianr 
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and  other  Spanish  pea&aiUs,  in  tlieir  respeclivt^  costumes;  a 
lew  soldiers  returning  to  tlieir  regimciits  in  garrison;  mme 
old  Avomen  of  the  province  of  Tras  os  Montes,  wliose  Iarg« 
brimmed  hats  and  blue  drese  remiaded  us  of  tlic  female 
peastintry  in  Wales  -,  and  half  a  dozen  monks,  Franciscan, 
Carmelite* and  Benedictine ;~all  slietched  out  upon  the  deck, 
higgledy-piggledy,  in  one  confused  mass,  and  wilh  scarcely 
room  to  move.  From  time  to  time  we  were  regaled,  as  they 
were  feasted,  by  the  usually  odorate  fry  of  oily  sardinbaa,  and 
vegetable  soup,  whose  colour  was  ati  decidedly  classic  as  its 
scent  wa,s  perfectly  national.  Two  splendid  sunsets,  however, 
which  assumed  on  the  horizou  a  variety  of  shapes,  owing  to 
the  hazy  atmosphere,  and  an  optical  illusion  which  we  wit- 
nessed in  the  case  of  a  ship  and  the  coast,  consoled  our  mis- 
fortunes, together  with  listening  to  the  fervid  conversation  of 
those  who  were  quitting  Lisbon  for  the  constitutional  atmo- 
sphere of  Porto,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  disturbances. 

We  arrived  too  late  off  the  moulh  of  the  Douro  for  any  pilot 
to  venture  out  to  take  us  across  the  bar,  and  therefore  were 
compelled  to  anchor  for  the  night  off  San  Joao  da  Foz,  where 
there  is  a  small  fort  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river.  This 
little  watering-place,  as  that  of  Matozinho,  at  no  great  distance 
to  the  north,  which  is  situated  at  the  mcaith  of  the  Le^  is  the 
favourite  resort  of  the  wealthier  inhabitants  of  Porto  during 
■the  violent  heat  of  the  summer. 

The  dangerous  pas^ge  across  the  bar  of  the  Dourov^and  its 
shifting  sands,  are  well  known.  The, care  and  skill  required^ 
to  navigate  a  vessel  with  safety  into  the  Douro,  evoi;  during 
the  Slimmer,  may  give  an  idea  of  what  the  perils  of  this  j  dan- 
gerous bar  roust  be  during  the  winter  months,  when  the:coa^ 
is  exposed  to  the  unbridled  fury  of  the  westeriy  winds,  and  to 
the  full  force  of  the  Atlantic  waves. 

By  six  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  steam-vesse)  had  j  come 
to  her  moorings,  in.  the.Fiver,\above  the  finished. line, ofv.di^ 
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ikew  (jiiay,  having:  thfr  town  of  Porto  tu  the  kft,  ojtd  Villn 
Nova,  with  its  vriD€-warehous(*fi,  of  wbicli  a  ek^tcli  ift  <ji<lde(l» 
to  the  right,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Douro,  ovcrluoko^l  by  the 
Scrra  Convent,  whence  that  view  W3«  taken. 

The  drawing  which  is  iucloited  with  Kits  letter.  rcprci^entA 
the  scenery-  of  tlie  Douro  Icxjking  up  the  river,  at  M>me  dis- 
tance from  the  bar.  The  lofty  »rch  which  yoii  »ee  upon  the 
height  trt  the  left,  over  the  nnchoring  j^round  of  the  Brasilian 
ships.  waA  erected  an  a  land-mark  for  the  safer  navi^tion  of 
Tceseh  cominflf  up  the  m-er»  Upon  the  right  is  st^n  the  old 
i'rotcstnnt  burial-ground,  which  has  been  duut^erl  ever  hinec 
the  prejadices  of  tlie  fifovcrnment  have  so  hr  abated  us  to 
allow  the  Prottratants  a  placeofwundiip  and  a  cemetery  of  their 
own,  on  an  elevated  plain  to  the  north-west  of  the  town.  At 
a  little  dintatice  from  the  projecting  rock,  above  which  the 
(Httts  of  a  ship  are  %eeu,  there  is  a  large  eonvent  for  females, 
tttted  upon  a  gentJe  rine  above  the  river;  and  still  further 
Oil  U  the  citsiom -bouse,  which  we  should  not  have  recog- 
Qused  as  a  public  buildings  had  it  not  been  pointed  out  to  us 
M  «uch. 

\otwithf«  la  riding  the  Doiiro  lit  rq  much  narrower  than  the 
Tagas,  and  the. grand  features  of  the  Salter  are  wanting  to 
complete  the  «:enery  of  llie  fonuer,  yet  an  English  eye  will 
prefer  the  appearance  of  the  rocks  and  green  woods  which 
aiUTQUnd  Porto  and  Villa  Novh,  to  the  herb)e.s»  heightn  on 
which  Lisbon  and  Almada  arc  »ituated> 

On  landing  at  the  Porto  do«  Ranhn>i,  wf!  had  rea*4on  In  he 
convinced  of  the  superior  habilA  of  cleanliness  adopted  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Porto  to  those  nf  Lisbon,  although  the;  proof 
was  for  the  passing  moment  disa^ecable.  Troops  of  men. 
women,  and  boys,  were  bringing  down  tlie  refuse  and  liltJi  of 
the  streets,  and  filling  a  larf^  barge  moored  cloche  to  the 
landing-place,  which  wa»  lo  lnih?>p<jrt  its  prerionn  contents  to 
thftoih^t  side_Q£  ttie  river*  where,  the  poverty  of.tb«.  ml 
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requires  that  the  gardens  and  vineyard.?  should  receive  conti- 
nual  dresiiings  of  manure.  The  connequetice  U,  that  the 
fltreota  of  Porto  are  aa  clean  as  thow;  of  any  Engiish  town ; 
and  the  only  four-legged  scavengers  allowed  to  roam  about 
unmolested,  arc  sundrj'  swine,  who  have  the  privilege  of  de- 
parting their  humos  viwh  evening,  in  search  of  refuse  vegc- 
tables^  thrown  after  dinner  hours  into  the  streets,  and  -which 
might  become  corrupt,  and  emit  noxious  exhalations,  were  they 
suffered  to  remain  until  the  morning. 

The  hospitality,  loo,  of  Porto  is  far  to  be  preferred  to  that 
of  Lisbon;  for  English  comforts  arc  found  in  every  department 
of  the  house  whtre  we  huve  been  most  liberally  and  kindly 
received.  A  feeling  of  delicacy  alone  prevents  my  stating  the 
names  of  our  excellent  host  and  his  exemplary  wife,  as  indeed 
of  the  several  branches  of  their  family,  whose  boundless  hos- 
pitality and  more  than  friendly  attentions  to  the  travellers, 
have  surpassed  all  that  we  have  ever  yet  experienced,  in  the 
anticipation  of  our  wishes,  and  in  the  promoting  schemes  of 
pleasure  to  render  our  visit  amongst  them  agreeable.  Those 
wlio  had  the  happinesis  with  myself  of  being  received  under  a 
roof  where  benignity  and  generous  profusion  marked  our  wel- 
come,— where  piely  without  ostentation,  and  virtue  without 
austerity,  characterized  the  amiable  host  and  hostess, — will  jom 
with  ine  in  the  testimony  which  is  here  heartily  borne  to  such 
bright  specimens  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  however  feebly 
lUid  inadequately  expressed.  For  the  kind  solicitude  expe- 
rienced during  severe  illness,  and  the  promptitude  with  which 
information  was  afforded  to  us  upon  all  the  subjects  in  which 
we  took  an  interest,  as  connected  with  those  of  Portugal,  they 
must  accept  the  travellers'  blessings  and  feel  assured  that  they 
will  carry  the  recollection  of  the  happy  and  the  profitable 
day4,  parsed  in  their  society,  with  them  to  the  grave. 

Nor  must  mention  be  omitted,  on  this  occa^on>  of  one  of 
the  worthiest  creatures  in  the  world«  of  whose  mind,  indeed, 
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goodness  and  kindne^  seem  tlie  Dxed  and  the  inlHied  habits, 
''  mcu  amigo  c  collega  Senhor  Francisco  Domingoe  Justi- 
ttano/*  who  contributed  fto  much  hy  his  musical  tnJrnts  lo 
the  charm  of  our  evening,  and  shone  in  the  Modiuha,  accom*- 
panied  by  our  ludy  hostets,  who  excelled  no  k^  in  accoitipli^h- 
mcnts  than  in  virtues-  Not  to  have  in  one  s  heart  many  sw- 
dams  for  this  excellent  monk  and  bis  liberal  and  warm-hearted 
patrons,  is  impossible,  as  it  is  to  do  justice  to  the  feelings  oC 
gratitude  excited  by  the  memory  of  Uie  friendship  evperieaced 
in  the  Ferraria  de  Baixa. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Porto,  we  were  mdiioed  to 
attend  tlie  funeral  solemnities  of  a  relative  of  the  family,  in 
the  chapel  belonging  to  tlie  lay  brollierhood  of  tlie  Francis- 
can order,  which  includes  females  also  in  its  society^  I'hc 
association  was  formed  for  religious  purposes^  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  hospital.  Its  funds  are  said  to  amount  to  the  J^um 
of  £,GOfiQO;  and  this  has  arisen  from  the  monies  advanced 
by  each  member  upoi)  her  or  his  admission  into  the  assembly. 
The  first  attempt  was  made  in  this  chapel  to  interfere  with 
the  established  custom  of  buryLng  bodiesi  immediately  under 
tbe  floor  of  churches;  and  here  accordingly  arched  vaults  have 
been  constructed,  at  a  considerable  depth  below  the  building, 
for  tbe  reception  of  the  dead. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  country  for  all  the  members  of  a 
family  to  attend  tbe  last  moments  of  a  dying  relative;  and 
when  a  female  dies,  that  her  iemale  relatives  should  drei^^  the 
body  for  the  grave.  Tbe  defunct,  in  this  caj?e,  had  been  con- 
veyed to  the  chapel  on  the  evening  previous  to  the  performance 
of  his  obsequies,  attired  in  the  dress  of  the  brotherhood,  in  an 
open  coffin,  the  folding  covers  being  left  down,  and  the  head 
and  feet  remaining  exposed  to  view.  The  trestle  on  which 
the  body  rested,  was  covered  by  a  drapery  of  black  velvet, 
ornamented  with  gold,  and  was  placed  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
nave,  immediately  at  the  base  of  Ibe  &teps  leading  up  lo  the 
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chc»r  and  lo  the  ele\*ated  high  altar,  which  was  illumitiated  by 
countless  tapers;  and  abcve  it  appeared  a  sculptured  represen- 
tation of  the  Saviour  in  his  j^ory,  Aurroiindeil  l>y  the  angelic 
host.  The  lofty  arch  which  separated  the  nave  from  the  choir, 
was  hung  with  a  curtain  of  black  cloth  upon  cUUer  side,  which 
approached  so  closely  as  to  leave  but  a  mysteriously  imperfect 
vi(?w  oflhc  blazing  altar.  The  two  pulpit.s  were  likewise  co- 
vered in  the  same  way?  while  the  four  Mde  altars  were  nwnm- 
fully  decorated  with  black  velvet,  on  which  were  worked  in 
gold  the  emblems  of  mortality,  and  upon  each  blazed  six  wax 
tapers. 

The  monks  and  atlcudiinl  choristers  were  arraafjed  on  either 

iidc  of  lhc3  body,  holding  consecrated  candled.    Tlie  body  had 

the  appearance  of  an  effigies  in  marble ;  but  this  momentary 

illusion  wa»  instantly  gone,  as  the  etfect  of  the  climate  was 

perceived,  and  a  myriad  of  flies  were  observed  collected  about 

L  the  month  and  ijostrils.     A  ve&Acl  filled  with   holy  water  was 

I  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  bier,  which  the  priuats  and  relatives 

of  the  deceased  sprinkled  from  time  to  time  on  the  body;  a  rite 

I  participated  in   by  the  poor  and  ragged  boys  who  intruded 

*  themselves  amung  the  mourners  at  the  raiU  of  the  choir.     In 

addition  to  the  ditFerent  membent  of  the  family,  the  Governar- 

dor  dii»  Arma?<,  with  hif^.ttatt";  the  judges  and  magislrales,  and 

principal  public  otficers,  with  numerous  friends,  joined  the 

fiaieral  ceremony.     The  deep  bass  voices  of  the  monks  m  the 

de  profundis^  and  the  occasional  strokes  of  the  heai^  bell  of  a 

neii^hbouring  convent,  heard  at  intervals  during  the  mournful 

,  service,  had  a  profoundly  impressive  e^ect.     The  mass  was 

Uien  performed  for  the  dead  at  the  high  altar,  and  afterwards 

the  corpse  was  followed  by  the  relatives  down  into  the  vaults 

beluw  Ihe  ehureh,  where  vinegar  and  quick-lime  having  been 

poured  upon  the  body,  the  falling  lidf%  of  the  cofhn  were  closed 

and  locked,  and  the  key  delivered  to  the  chief- monrncr,  who, 

according  lo  invej'Jable  custom,  pioceeded  ijnmcdiaiely  from 
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the  fuQCrul.  with  lii*  party  of  fnciida  wbg  had  witnessed  the 
iiit^ruieiit  UxWti  pla<;e,  t^>  tlie  hou^ie  of  the  derutict,  where  the 
key  being  leii  with  the  nearest  retalivc,  and  the  complimentary 
visit  being  paid,  the  rite  was  considered  &j»  temiiDaled. 

No  fire  ift  lighted  in  the  houAC  of  a  deceased  person  upoa 
the  day  of  hi»  funeral,  and  thv  relatives,  whu  live  in  Mrjmraie 
bouacs,  arc  in  the  habit  of  supplying  a  ready-dressed  dinner, 
under  the  »up|>imtioa  that  the  inmates  are  tuo  much  atisorbed 
in  grief  to  be  equal  to  giving  any  orders  for  the  preparation  of 
Ibod.  During  the  course  of  the  ensuing  wet'k,  tlie  chief 
mourners  receive  ihcir  several  relatives  and  friends  at  tea. 
The  UNKeiTibly  is  sorrowful  and  di^ll. 

We  arc  here  at  the  most  unfavourable  time  ixjssibie;  for  ilia 

.considered  that  tiie  unhealthy  season  of  the  ye^r  is  f'rotn  the 
beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  August.  The  beat  during  the 
day  is  qnite  oppre^nive.  Though  a  cold  wind  prevails  on  the 
river,  and  we  have  remarked  that  a  chUling  sea-fog  comes  up 
tlie  Douro  every  evening  at  the  turn  of  ihe  tide.  These  al- 
hourly  variations  in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  have  a 
•erious  induence  upon  th^  health  of  a  stranger;  and.  indeed, 
even  the  natives  seem  to  be  sufl'ercrs  from  tlic  sudden  changes. 
In  a  country  ho  mueh  addicted,  accuitliiig  tD  vulgar  reix^rt,  to 
poisoning  and  assassination,  it   seems  singular  that  no  apothc- 

f.iary  ia  by  law  allowed  to  make  up  a  prescription,  nor  even 
sell  a  drug,  unless  under  the  authority  of  a  physiciau,  atte^tted 
by  his  signuturo.  My  own  prescription,  whieh  I  had  brought 
with  mc  from  England,  was  copied  ofl^  by  the  household  dort<»r> 
and  signed  by  him,  before  I  could  procure  the  medicine  which 
was  neeessar>'  for  my  case. 

The  windows  of  the  back-front  of  our  host  s  residence  open 

i4nto  a  large  garden,  filled  with  a  variety  of  Brasilinn  planU, 
«a4fi)y  distinguished  by  their  gaudy  colours ;  vines  esctended  on 
a  trellis  of  con-sidcrablc  lengtli,  beanng  a  profusion  of  puqile 
[nclic*i_  superb  lemou-tr,ee4u.s>veei  ai»ri.t;ouri  JijocjuidjucangCr 
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trees  bending  under  the  weight  of  their  golden  fruit ;  with 
pe%r-lrct'K»  and  apples  and  plum«,  and  Al^une  sLrawbcrrica 
growing  ID  ttie  greatest  luxuriance.  The  Indian  c?uie,  with  its 
splendid  blossom,  whose  colour  resembles  that  of  the  Guern- 
^y,  or  rather  the  Chinene  lily,  in  a  great  addition  to  the  gay 
ornaments  of  this  earthly  paradise,  ft  was  delightful  during 
the  heat,  when  it  became  iinpoKsibk*  to  mount  the  steep  streets 
of  Porto,  to  enjoy  a  lounge  under  the  canopy  formed  by  the 
vine,  impervious  as  it  was  to  the  noontide  ray. 

The  view  of  the  river  to  the  south  was,  however,  intercepted 
by  a  long  lange  of  high  building,  the  convent  of  the  black 
friars;  while  to  the  east  the  monastery  of  the  Dominicans 
abutted  on  the  garden,  which  the  windows  of  triend  Domingos* 
elegantly  furnished  cell  completely  overlooked-  The  taste  of 
the  gorxl  monk  has  completely  outstripped  the  filth  and  mono- 
tony in  which  the  fraternity  generally  seem  to  indulge,  and  it 
surprised  us  lu  tiud  his  chamber  of  penance  and  ascetic  vir- 
tue as  beautifully  decorated  as  any  fashionable  lady's  boudoir. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  our  excellent  brother  would 
exhibit  an  cc[ual  degree  of  taste  In  the  composition  of  pulpit 
discourses,  tc>  which  duty  at  stated  periocU  his  professioii  more 
immediately  devotes  him;  but  the  inference  has  been  drawn 
from  his  modest  forbearance  in  that  particular,  that  the  flowers 
of  poetry  and  music  ore  much  more  the  natural  growth  of  his 
mind,  than  the  eiidielli>hments  uf  didactic  eloquence. 

In  Portuguese  houses  the  kitchen  is  generally  situated  at 
the  top  of  the  bouse,  so  that  we  are  become  quite  accustomed 
to  the  expression  which  so  much  astonished  us  at  first.  "  bring 
down  tlie  diiuier,'*  Jn^itead  of  *'serve  the  dinner  up"  A  long 
curtain  of  blue  or  red  cloth  is  suspended  in  general  before  the 
dour  of  the  principal  apartment,  to  keep  off  the  currents  of  cold 
air;  and  the  shield  of  the  family  arms  is  embroidered  in  the 
centre-  ThiTe  arc  uuly  two  apartments  known  in  Porto  that 
have  futding-doors.     According  to  the  laws  of  primitive  bospi- 
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tolity^  dept-^ndants  and  beggars  are  )iermittfd  to  take  their 
scaLs  iu  our  boat  8  hall,  to  uwait  tbc  donation  of  food  or  money, 
u  privilef^e  whtcli  they  too  or(4^n  abuse,  tiy  btt^aliiig  up  luto  Uic 
apartmentd,  and  carrying  awtiy  whatever  they  can  lay  hands 
upon.  Portii|^uese  charity  is  however  proverbial,  and  no 
where  i.^  it  displayed  with  so  much  gtuuitie  ^oodtiess  and  li- 
berality, as  in  the  Hue  Basse,  at  Porto.  The  first  and  last 
thing  given  here  to  uu  invalid  isCaldaUalliiiha;  and  upon  this 
presorvalivG  composition,  which,  in  native  parlance,  is  called 
chicken  broth,  we  have  been  too  happy  to  maintain  our  i^xis- 
tcnce during  several  days  of  E^evere  indisposition.  Our  hourSp 
aj»  in  ull  hot  climates,  arc  early,  and  the  supper  appears  the 
principal  meal,  for  then  the  atmosphere  is  cooler,  the  torment 
of  Hie»  le»  active^  and  the  langour  occasioned  by  the  heat  of 
the  day,  is  succeeded  by  an  elasticity  of  spiriu.  As  at  Lis- 
n,  fto  here,  boiled  beef  uusaltcd  is  served  up  with  iti  inae- 
porabl*?  adjunels  of  ham  and  tongue,  as  the  rectifiers  of  insi- 
pidity. At  I'orto  again,  the  stale  of  the  churches  is  so  filthj 
and  unwholesome,  and  tlic  behaviourof  the  lower  orders  so  in- 
cent,  that  th<?  hctter  classes  are  wholly  prevented  from  ot- 
nding  ih*^  public  performance  of  divine  worship,  and  are 
L'r<."fore  reduced  to  the  necessily  of  purchasing  perinis!*ion 
the  pope  to  have  mass  said  in  their  own  houses.  As  the 
iiuly  sacrament  is  conveyed  from  the  chuix:h  through  the 
itreets  to  the  chamber  of  a  dying  person^  all  pasRengere  fall  on 
eir  kneeji  and  cross  themselves,  keeping  their  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  ground ;  carriages  pull  up  ;  the  leathern  curtains  of 
t^gefl  arc  drawn  ;  ufid  string!^  of  muleteers  remain  uncovered, 
Vs  long  as  the  sacred  prccesgion  is  in  sight. 

We  attended  divine  worship  a  few  days  since  at  the  Factory 
urcb,  which  is  surroLirded  by  a  beautiful  garden,  one  porttoa 
of  which  ix  rei^erved  for  a  cemetery.     The  congregation  con- 
sisted of  the  mo»t  wealthy  and  respectable  merchants  in  the 
tuwu,  ihe  greater  |>art  uf  whom  were  English  ;  and  never  was 
Fori.  u 
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the  sublime  liturgy  of  our  church  more  devoutly  attended  to. 
The  peculiar  text  of  the  sermoa  at  once  awakened  our  suepi- 
cions  of  what  the  nature  of  the  discourse  was  to  be  ;  but  when 
live  heard  it  vehemently  affirmed  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
congregation,  which  was  composed,  we  were  aware,  of  persouti 
exemplary  in  the  performance  of  all  the  relatu'e  and  positive 
dutiuu  of  life,  were  under  the  sentence  of  ctemnl  re|)n>l>ationp 
and  that  notliing  could  save  them ;  it  was  a  consolation  to  re* 
collect  at  the  moment  tlie  words  of  an  tu»pired  wrker,  who 
has  assured  us,  "  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persoDS ;  but  in 
every  nation  he  that  feareth  him,  and  worketh  righteoufiuesfl,  U 
accepted  with  him/' 

The  state  of  prison  discipline  here,  as  elsewhere  in  Portu- 
gal, is  inhimous,  and  tends  to  the  promotion  of  crime.  The 
several  places  of  imprisonment  are  crowded ,  without  any  claa- 
ftification  of  offenders  being  made,  and  therefore  the  contagion 
of  iniquity  is  pro]>agated,  and  minor  criminals  are  tutored  for 
the  comnnesion  of  deeds  of  greater  horror.  The  open  bars  of 
til6  prison  windows  allow  free  communication  to  subsist  be- 
tween the  individuals  confined  and  their  relatives,  or  associates 
in  crime.  The  executive  part  of  the  government  of  thb 
country  seems  averse  from  authori;sitLg  capital  punishments, 
and  the  decrees  of  the  courts  of  law  are  quite  nulhtied,  and 
*'  lilierly  plucks  justice  by  the  nose,"  No  execution  of  crimi- 
nals has  taken  place  in  Porto  during  the  last  three  years,  and 
consequently  the  prisons  are  at  this  moment  filled  with  auda- 
cious criminals  of  every  description,  robbers  and  as&assins,  and 
so  the  sword  of  the  law  is  wrested  from  the  hand  of  retributive 
justice. 

The  salary  of  the  judges  also  is  so  small,  and  their  numbers 
BO  great,  that  they  are  not  elevated  by  their  circumstances 
above  the  temptation  to  bribery  and  injustice.  A»  one  proof 
oftheprevailingRense  of  Portuguese  equity,  an  instance,  which 
lately  occurred  berOf  may  be  cited.     A  peaceable  individual 
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was  vr^kisg  the  other  ereniDg  in  the  streets,  when  a  man 
mddeid]^  pounced  upon  him,  and  clakned  his  coat  as  hia  own. 
The  real  owner  proteated  that  he  had  worn  the  coat  for  years, 
and  that  it  bore  marks  of  good  houaewifery  in  the  variety  of 
ita  patchwork ;  but  it  waa  to  no  purpose,  for  the  other  declared 
that  he  would  hare  the  coat,  and  would  expend  his  last 
fhrthiDg  at  law  in  the  support  of  his  pretensioDs  to  its  posses- 
»on.  The  divine  injunction,  which  directs  the  Christian  not 
to  forbid  his  enemy  "  to  take  his  coat  also,*'  was  wisely  acted 
upon-;  for  though  the  garment  was  surrendered,  the  expencea 
of  a  tav-swt,  and  the  obligation  to  bribe  the  "  desembarga- 
dors"  waa  avoided.  In  another  caae,  a  police-officer  was  en* 
gaged  by  a  bribe  to  assist  in  a  lore  afiair,  and  shoot  the  &- 
voured  rival  of  a  discarded  lover.  The  fortunate  youth  hap- 
pened to  wear  spectacles,  and  faithful  to  his  engagement,  the 
officer  attempted  to  destroy  every  person  who  passed  his 
hiding-place  wearing  spectacles;  but  accident  would  so  have 
it,  that  his  gun  invariably  missed  fire.  At  length  his  piece 
went  off,  and  a  peraon  wearing  glasses  fell  to  the  ground ;  but 
more  under  alarm,  than  from  any  injury  which  he  received. 
The  conscience-stricken  assassin,  however,  supposing  that  he 
had  actually  committed  murder,  hastened  to  make  confession 
of  hjB  crime,  and  denounce  the  name  of  his  employer,  who 
found  no  difficulty  in  purchasing  his  impunity  for  about  two 
hundred  thousand  reis,  leaving  his  miserable  agent  to  all  the 
horroia  of  interminable  incarceration.  Thus  "quite  athwart 
goes  all  decorum.*' 

To  descend  to  a  lower  grade  of  officers  employed  by  the 
government,  we  are  informed  that  an  immense  quantity  of 
com  is  annually  smugged  out  of  SpEun  down  the  Douro  into 
Portugal,  by  bribing  the  clerks  of  the  frontier-office  to  give  a 
certificate  of  its  being  of  native  growth.  The  import  duty  on 
a  boshel  c^  com,  consisting  of  two  AlcaJdas,  amounts  to  rather 
vote  than  fifteen  vintes,  w  thrM  toatotns.    During  the  last 
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year  no  less  than  five  thousand  pipes  of  wine  were  exported 
from  Ihc  Douro,  cither  ti>  Etigland  or  Hamburg,  without  the 
payment  of  one  rei  duty  ;  and  under  tlie  Manie  system  of  in- 
famous collusion  between  the  dishonest  trader  and  thecuatom- 
houi^e  officers,  of  fourteen  vessels,  wliich  discharged  their  car- 
goes of  com  at  Porto,  not  one-fourth  part  paid  the  customary 
duties.  In  either  case,  the  villainous  course  persevered  in, 
deprives  the  upright  and  fair-dealing  merchant  of  forming  any 
just  caleulaiions  of  the  probable  returns  from  his  ventures  in 
tnul6*  I  Indeed,  the  honest  man  stands  but  a  bad  chance  in  the 
unequal  contest  with  ^uch  unprincipled  competitors.  English 
cotton  goods  arc  conveyed  covertly  into  Spain,  without  pay- 
ment of  duty,  and  pureha&ed  with  hard  dollars. 

Wc  have  lately  hsul  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  the  mem- 
ber»  of  the  British  Factory,  at  their  elegant  hou5!e  in  the  Rua 
Nova  doa  Inglezea.  The  building  is  of  white  gmnite,  and  ihe 
street  elevation,  crowned  by  a  handsome  pediment,  presents  a 
very  beautiful  fumade.  The  excliangn  is  situated  imdemeath^ 
but  the  merchams  prefer  meeting  each  other  on  businei^  in 
the  street,  or  in  the  news-rw>m,  to  which  wc  were  immediately 
admitted  on  our  arrrvol.  The  bEill-room  is  the  e^act  size  of 
the  Factory  chapel,  and  certainly  iv  a  very  fint  apartment. 
Our  diniter  was  superb,  and  we  adjourned  from  the  table  to 
anuthcr  rotim,  cm  /ruiw  witli  the  first,  where  Midi  a  dessert  and 
such  wines  were  served  up,  as  quite  to  astonish  our  northern 
exj^erience.  The  English  merchants  continue  to  hold  their 
social  meetings  as  before ;  but  politics,  during  the  last  year, 
have  pul  an  end  to  all  confidence  and  friendshi]>  among  the 
native  Portuguese  ;  and  in  frtct,  so  much  in  fear  do  they  stand 
of  each  other,  that  the  freedom  of  familiar  intercourse  is  wholly 
suspended.  It  wa,i  flattering  to  the  pride  of  an  Engtishman 
to  he  at  all  times  addressed,  withrtut  any  reserve,  by  Portu- 
guese i>f  all  parties^  General  Sir  Thomas  Stubb«  was  of  our 
party,  wearing  the  ^|llendul  star  and  sword  conferred  n[X}n  hiu> 
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by  a  public  vote  of  the  Porto  merchants,  for  his  successful  de- 
fence of  the  town  against  the  marauders,  of  which  the  Abso- 
lutist army  consisted.  An  Englishman  by  birth,  he  has  hi- 
therto retained  his  military  rank  and  appoiatments,  as  a  natu- 
ralised Portuguese,  and  no  man  is  worthier  of  command  than 
himself.  Quiet  and  reserved  in  his  manners,  he  has  done  his 
duty  by  the  country,  as  a  soldier  and  faithful  servant  of  the 
legitimate  soverei^;  and  though  tlie  warm  supporter  of  thd 
constitutional  system,  he  hEis  never  been  known  to  mix  him- 
self up  with,  any  political  intrigues.  He  has  stood  altogether 
aloof  from .  the  violence  of  party  feeling,  and  has  entitled  him- 
self to  universal  respect  for  the  delicacy  and  forbearance  of  his 
conduct  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Upon  the  an- 
niversary of  the  constitution,  which  was  recently  celebrated 
here  by  a  military  parade  and  other  expressions  of  joy,  when 
a  thousand  militia  men  were  manoeuvred,  the  excitement  of 
the  public  mind  was  increased  by  the  intelligence  of  the  war- 
Eoinister  8  sudden  dismissal  from  office ;  and,  but  for  the  Gene- 
ral's prudence  and  influence,  the  peace  of  the  town  would  have 
been  seriously  disturbed.  Saldanha  had  been  formerly  military 
governor  of  Porto,  and  having  given  an  impulse  to  the  constitu- 
tional system,  was  called  from  this  station  to  the  war  ministry. 

From  rumours  which  are  in  general  circulation,  it  would  not 
appear  that  the  high  deserts  of  the  present  Govemardor  das 
Armas  will  secure  him  from  the  intrigues  of  the  Camarilla, 
and  the  faction  about  the  person  of  the  Infanta,  whose  secret 
i^tility  to  the  constitution,  no  doubt  prompted  by  the  bigoted 
Queen  Mother,  already  begins  to  exhibit  itself  in  many  overt 
acts  of  her  government.  The  recal  of  General  Stubbs,  and  a 
court  martial  are  even  hinted  at,  and  it  may  be  inferred  from 
the  prejudiced  character  of  those  who  of  course  will  preside 
at  hift'trial,  what  degree  of  justice  he  is  likely  to  meet  with  in 
a  court  so  composed. 

The  British  Factory  at  Porto  is  an  association  of  the  resi- 
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d«Bt  mtrchanTs,  whu  contribute  to  &  public  stocky  so  much 
Upon  e&cli  pipe  of  wine,  which  they  ^hip  off  lo  England,  for 
the  purpose  of  giviug  public  entcrtaiiimeDts  to  |>en>ons  of  their 
own  cla^,  and  to  the  Portuguese  families  of  conseqaencet 
such  a^i  baits  in  the  winter,  and  occasional  dianers  at  the  Fac- 
tory Uoufic.  The  house  was  built  by  a  public  contribution  of 
the  winc-incrcliants,  ut  the  time  Mr.  Whitehead  waii  the  Bri- 
tish consul  at  Porto ;  but  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  body 
of  people^  composed  of  »ucb  opposite  materiftls,  and  where 
idea^  and  principles  wore  so  eDlirely  at  rariancci  could  long 
hold  together  in  the  bcjnds  of  uninterrupted  amity.  Accord- 
ingly, some  persons,  moved  by  spleen,  quitted  the  society 
abruptly;  some  withdrew  their  names  gradually,  and  would 
DO  longer  appear  as  members ;  and  others  were  expelled  on  the 
ground  of  unfitness.  By  dejip^est  the  most  considerable  of  the 
British  merchants  appropriated  to  themselves  the  entire  and 
exclusive  management  of  the  whole  concern.  Those  who  re* 
tained  tlie  superintendence  of  affairs,  were  denominated  the 
"  Ins,"  while  the  seceders  and  the  rejected,  consialing  prin- 
cipally of  cotton  and  woollen  agents  to  Bntlsh  manufacturers, 
were  obliged  lo  involve  themselves  in  thoir  own  virtue,  and 
endure  the  appellation  of  "  Out-s/" 

It  hi  much  to  be  questioned  whether  the  memorable  factions 
of  the  Ouelphs  and  Ghibelin^s  wfre  atlfiniled  with  con»e* 
qucnces  half  so  important  to  the  state  of  society,  as  this  d]»- 
niption  l>elween  the  original  members  of  the  Factcffy  at  Porto. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that,  into  however  peaceable  a  state  things 
may  have  apparently  been  brought  by  the  rjcerci^e  of  wisdom 
imd  philosophy  on  the  losing  side  of  the  question,  yet  the  vol- 
cano of  dissent  and  disp1ea>>ure  is  considered  to  be  only  kIuii^ 
bering,  and  by  no  means  extinguished.  The  deep  murmur- 
ings  of  the  Outi  Is  sufiictefitly  alarmmg  to  cauliou  the  lus, 
that  the  fancied  security  of  their  present  posseasion  of  power 
is  based  upon  igrtes  supposittM  cineri  daioso. 
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There  formerly  existed  a  contribution  fund,  established  by 
an  act  of  the  BritisU  paTlmment,  and  which  aros«  from  the 
collection  of  duties  levied  njHvn  certain  articleit  of  mcrthumlue 
imported  from  England,  The  amount  was  annually  expended 
in  itijiititainin^  ^n  hiMjiital  fnr  the  diMresised  &tibjeciFi  and 
sailors  of  England,  and  part  of  it  went  to  pay  the  s^alary  of  the 
Protestant  clergyman ;  but  this  act  was  repealed  two  yeani 
mocQ,  in  conacqucncc  of  the  British  government  not  succeed- 
ing in  its  attempt  to  allay  the  violent  animosities  which  contJ* 
nucd  to  rage  between  the  Ina  and  the  Outif,  to  the  incxprts- 
sible  grirf  of  thci^e  who  preferred  the  results  of  tret  und  tare  to 
the  Qamcti  of  controversy.  The  clergyman  now  rcc<;ivcs  one 
jmiiety  of  Wis  :talary  from  England,  and  the  other  from  the 
Protestant  rei^tdents.  The  hospital,  however,  is  still  supported 
by  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of  captains  of  Britijth  veK^^el^. 
,  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  aristocratic  faction  has  obtained 
the  day  in  tlie  Factory  House;  and  if  we  should  be  of  the 
number  of  those  who  cat  the  dinners  of  the  In?,  and  are  dis* 
fMMed  from  cireimistaDces  to  commiserate  the  fate  of  the  Outs, 
and  rather  feel  an  inclination  after  the  factory  meal  to  ^ympa* 
Ibise  with  them,  we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  accused  of  a 
breach  of  the  law*  of  hospitality,  for  the  freedom  of  the  second 
cla£K  may  be  rated  in  value  as  equal  to  the  power  of  the  Opti* 
mates.  Besides,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  it  should  hereby  be 
known  to  all  men,  that  many  native  and  foreign  houses  of  un-^ 
deniable  respectability,  who  contributed  large  sums  to  the 
erection  of  the  Factory  House,  have,  in  the  process,  let  it  not 
be  said  with  the  improvement,  of  time,  been  thrown  upon  their 
own  resources  by  the  Ins,  as  unworthy  to  continue  forming  a 
part  of  the  association. 

■  Porto  includes,  within  its  circuit,  twelve  convents  and  five 
DunnerieA ;  the  prindpal  of  which  arc  the  fierra,  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  Douro.  and  situated  upon  a  hei^^ht  above 
Villa  Nova,  whence  the  whole  of  Porto  may  be  distinctly  seen^ 
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crowning  the  northern  l>ank  in  ihe  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
with  a  long  reach  of  the  river  both  lo  the  east  and  west.  This 
convent  is  surrounded  by  a  prodigious  extent  of  ground,  which 
includes  a  considerable  farm,  orchards,  exteusive  gardens,  a 
rabbit-warren,  and  woods,  where  the  monks,  who  arc  by  iheir 
profession  strictly  cunfined  within  the  limits  of  their  own 
demesnes,  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  chase  in  the  season. 
The  fraternity  is  composed  of  the  regular  canons  of  St. 
Austin. 

There  are  only  fifty  professed  nuns  in  the  Convent  of  St, 
Benedict;  but  ladies  may  retire  to  its  cloister  for  the  sake  of 
seclusion,  but  who  make  no  vows,  and  are  therefore  called 
£eculaire.'!,  and  can  leave  the  establishment  at  their  pleasure. 
The  number  at  present  of  its  inmates  is  said  to  itmount  to 
three  hundred.     It  forma  an  adniirahie  asylum  for  unprotected 
females,    and  ranch    it  is    to    be   regretted  that  institutions, 
merely  for   the    latter  purpose^  do  not  abound  in  England, 
where  a  certain  class  of  females,  of  good  family  and  limited    ^ 
means,  might  be  received  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  rational    ^ 
society.      There  are   two  nunneries,  likewise,  of  St.   Clara, 
which  follow  the  rule  of  St.  Francis. 

The  Dominican  Convent  in  Porto  contains  at  present  but 
few  members.  That  of  the  same  order  for  nuns,  in  Villa 
Nova,  across  the  river,  includes  a  larger  number  of  inha- 
bitants. 

-  The  Franciscan  Convent,  at  the  end  of  the  Rua  Nova,  was 
built  by  subscription  for  the  reception  of  mendicant  friars,  who 
are  very  poor-  The  French  under  Soult,  as  everywhere  else, 
offered  every  possible  indignity  to  the  brotherhood,  and 
shamefully  degraded  and  injured  the  building.  In  the  church 
attached  to  this  convent,  there  is,  as  you  enter,  upon  the  right 
hand,  a  little  ugly,  dwarfish  figure  of  the  Saint,  which  is 
frequently  bathed  by  the  moist  salutes  of  female  devotees, 
who  are  led  ih>  their  ecstacies  to  wash  the  hands  of  the  beati* 
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Red  monk  jn  a  tumiii  brought  for  the  pitrpcnc,  with  saap  hihI 
towel,  and  either  to  drink  the  water  otiT,  or  preserve  tt  a^  a 
hilly  relic.  The  ori^n  of  this  custom  wns  not  eKpluinet)  to  us. 
The  Saint  doc8  not  appear,  from  report,  to  have  left  his  manlle 
to  his  modeni  disri|»le.s,  whii  »re  rather  diatinguix1i^<)  for  their 
gallmitrics  than  for  the  habitual  practice  of  ascetic  virtue. 
All  anecdote  ia  related  in  the  Jewi&li  Spy,  of  a  Fraiici»can 
monk  having  been  admitted  upon  terms  of  too  gretit  familia*- 
lity  to  tlie  friendsliip  of  a  married  lady,  whose  husbjtnd,  iijKjii 
one  unfortunate  occasion,  possessed  himself  of  the  friars 
netlwr  g^arnivnt.  Acquainted  with  llie  circumstance^  the  bro- 
tUcrhocxl,  without  any  delay,  with  tlie  view  of  saving  the 
credit  uf  their  nuler,  of  preventing  ficandul,  and  of  savin;^  the 
offending  member,  went  in  solemn  procession  to  the  scene  of 
disaster,  and,  in  t]ie  name  of  their  piitrun  saint,  demanded  the 
restoration  of  tliat  which  had  only  been  left  as  a  relic. 

Besides  the  conventual  buildings  already  eEiunterated,  we 
have  viaitcd  two  Capuchin  monasteries  of  reformed  Frauciff- 
cans;  one  Benedictine  Convent,  inhabited  by  only  three 
monks,  who  have  no  regular  reveauca;  and  two  belonging  to 
the  Auffustin  order^  the  one  called  Grasianos,  and  the  other 
the  Convent  of  the  barefooted  Augu^tins. 

The  Church  of  Nostra  Senhora  da  Laj^Ma,  in  tlie  hi^^her  part 
of  Porto>  towards  the  north,  behind  the  large  barracks,  a 
modern  and  handsome  Grecian  structure,  wat^  erected  about 
forty  years  since  by  public  subscription.  There  arc  ten  gaudy 
side  altars  in  the  nave,  who^  columns,  u«  elsewhere,  are 
covered  with  rr  volo  offerings.  The  high  altar,  being  elcvutcd 
considerably  al)ove  the  floor  of  the  bnilding,  has  a  grand  and 
imposmg  appearance.  The  church  is  approached  by  a  fine 
flif^ht  of  steps,  which  look  immediately  over  the  pretty  garden 
recently  made  by  the  soldiers  at  the  back  of  the  barracks,  and 
command  a  fine  view  of  the  towni,  of  the  surrounding  conntry, 
and  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  aoolh-wcfit-     Near  this  deUght- 
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ful  spot,  plantations  are  being  laid  out,  aod  a  public  prome- 
nade is  in  progress  to  completion. 

There  is  a.  very  interesting  building  situated  not  far  froni 
this  church  and  to  the  nortli-weat  of  Porto^  which  has  the 
character  of  Moorish  architecture,  and  is  still  called  the  Mob- 
quita,  as  well  as  Cedo-feita,  or  sorm  made,  the  origin  of  which 
latter  name  is  unknown.  It  ig  a  church  and  college,  and  has 
a  chapter  and  a  choir ;  but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  fund^ 
are  very  small,  for  the  building  is  in  a  wretched  state  of  dila- 
pidation. The  arches,  however,  and  the  grotesque  capitals  of 
the  clustered  columns,  are  very  interesting,  and  would  seem 
to  correspond  with  the  architectural  style  of  the  Saracens. 
Still  it  is  not,  as  it  appears  at  first  sight,  a  Moorish,  but  a 
Gothic  building,  as  an  inscription  over  the  door,  and  an  almoHl 
effaced  representation  in  stone  of  a  lamb  over  the  portal  of  the 
northern  etitraiice,  clearly  prove.  It  was  founded  by  Theodo-' 
mirus,  Kiog  of  tiie  Suevi,  in  the  year  559,  subsequently  to  his 
baptism,  together  with  that  of  his  son  Ariamirus^  who  both 
professed  the  Arian  creed- 

The  following  inscription  is  copied  from  a  work  of  Rebello 
da  Costa's,  entitled  **  Descripcao  da  Cidade  do  Porto,"  the 
original  being  altc^ther  illegible: — . 

Theodomir,  Rex  glotioa-  T.  erei-  et  construx.  hoc  MoDast  Can,  B,  Aug. 
ftd  glor.  D.  et  V.  M.  G.  D.  et  B.  Mutini  et  fectt  ita  Bolemnit.  sacnri  lA 
Lncret.  et  Bhm;.  et  ftlin  iub  J.  iii  P.  Ilf.  pridre  idaa Nor.  ma,  D.  <IU<,  FoMl 
id.  Rex  in  hae  Ecclemi  ab  eod.  £p,  Palam  bapt.  et  fiU  Ariamir.,  cum  HagttaL 
vuiBf  et  oiiHiei  converfli  eA  fid.  ob,  V,  Reg.  et  mirab.  la  fit.  ex  laG.  reliq.  B* 
M,  a  Oaltift  eo  Reg.  postuL  traosIatiB,  et  hie  asservatia  K.  Jan.  an.  D.  dlx. 
Hanc  inscript.  Ad-  mdtvi.  ex  perret.  Lapid.  transcriptam,  ac  ia  Archir.  huju 
EcclesiK  idtcdL  opt.  Par.  Mart,  filii  pbsuere  ann.  hdcclxvii. 

The  Church  of  Senhor  de  Matozinhos  is  prettily  aitnatad 
near,  a  little  quiet  watering-place,  about  four  miles  distaoctf 
from  Porto ;  which,  as  a  place  for  summer  retreat,  seema  iofi-^ 
nitely  preferable  to  San  Joao  da  Foz>  which  is  at  the  moulk 
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of  the  Dcuro,  and  immediately  overlooks  the  bar.  The  little 
tovrnoflje^  b  divided  by  a  small  river,  bcarin;^  the  8ame 
Dame,  from  Matoatinhoe,  with  which  it  commumcates  by  a 
bridge  of  many  arches,  "  whose  needful  length  bcatndes  the 
wiQtry  fiood."  To  the  right  are  seen  several  salt^pits.  In 
the  eummerand  auUainii  the  ^ntiy  of  Porto  and  its  neighbour- 
hood re&ort  hither  for  the  salcc  of  sea-bathing,  and  during  that 
time  the  place  is  lively  and  Tigreeahle. 

About  Whiuiinlide  an  annual  feast  is  held  at  Matozinhoe, 
to  which  peasant*  come  from  leagues  round  out  nf  the  country, 
and  frequently  to  the  number  of  thirty  thousand,  to  accom- 
plish their  intended  devotions-  Accordingly,  the  display  of 
€j--vcto  tablets  is  unusually  ^reat;  and  Indeed,  a  detached 
chape),  to  the  right  and  Aoutb  of  the  church,  is  exclusively 
te-sorved  for  their  reception.  It  '\B  consequently  filled  with 
Totive  o^erings  of  every  pa^iKibledej^^ription  and  denomination 
to  "  O  Bom  Jesus  de  Boucas,"  a  place  not  far  off.  Ships  of 
all  Hize-ji,  and  wa^en  representations  of  the  different  membera 
of  the  body,  vowed  to  Senhor  de  Matozinhos  by  mariners  in 
the  moment  of  peril,  and  frequently  a  large  sail,  are  brought 
hither  in  solemn  procession  by  soamon,  which  latter  may  be 
redeemed  by  money.  In  this  little  chapel  there  is  a  weighing 
machine,  which  enables  the  devotee  to  fulfil,  with  scrupulous 
accuracy,  his  vow  of  givaig  U>  the  church  as  many  measures 
of  com  a-s  he  may  weigh  pounds. 

The  interior  of  the  buildiug  is  on  a  gr^nd  scale,  and  the 
choir  and  high  altar  are  both  richly  gilt  and  adorned  with  a 
pfofusTon  of  gaudy  carving.  Among  the  ceremonies  observed 
here  by  the  pilgrims  at  Whitsuntide,  is  the  going  round  the 
church  so  many  times  on  their  knees,  and  repeating  ko  many 
Patcr-nofitcrs  and  so  many  Ave-Marias  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  sjhb  which  they  have  come  to  wipe  off  upon  the  occa- 
sion :  for  such  penances  as  these  tlie  Komish  church  is  inte- 
mted  in  making,  to  supersede  the  religion  of  the  head  and 
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the  heart,  and  to  supply  the  place  ofpracticnJ  piety  by  siiijer- 
stitious  and  degrading  customs,  so  thai  the  confessional  system 
may  be  a  iicver-failing  source  of  profit  for  the  coffers  of  its 
priesthood, 

Mn  Southey  treats  this  subject  in  so  judicious  a  manner, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  refrain  from  quoting  his  own  most 
apposite  words,  in  illustration  of  the  preceding  remarks: — 

"  It  is  urged  in  favour  of  confession,  that,  by  its  practice, 
weak  minds  may  be  saved  from  that  despair  of  salvation 
which  makes  them  abandon  themselves  to  the  prospect  of  an 
eternity  of  wretchedness.  Yet  surely  it  is  a  bad  way  to 
reaiedy  one  superstitious  opinion  by  establishing  another; 
and  if  reason  cannot  eiadicale  this  belief,  neither  can  super- 
btition;  for  weak  mincls  always  most  believe  what  ihey  most 
fear.  The  evil  introduced,  too,  is  worse  ilian  that  which  it  is 
intended  tu  supplant.  The  belief  of  reprobation  mjst  be 
necessarily  confined  to  those  of  gloomy  tenets;  and  among 
those,  to  the  few  who  are  predisposed  tu  it  by  sn  habitual 
gloom  of  character.  But  the  opinion  of  this  forgiving  power 
vested  in  the  church,  will,  among  the  mob  of  mankiud,  destroy 
the  motives  to  virtue,  by  eradicating  all  dread  of  the  conse- 
quences of  vice.  It  subjects  every  individual  to  that  worst 
slavery  of  the  mind,  and  establishes  an  inquisitorial  power  in 
the  ecclesiastics,  who,  in  proportion  as  they  are  esteemed  for 
the  supposed  sanctity  of  their  profession,  will  be  found  leas 
anxious  to  obtain  esteem  by  deserving  it.  Beyond  all  doubt, 
the  frequency  of  assassination  in  all  Catholic  countries  .is 
greatly  to  be  attributed  to  this  belief  in  the  absolving  power 
of  the  church-" 

The  cross  of  Senhor  de  Matozinhos  is  fabled  to  have  been 
found  on  the  sea-shore,  with  one  arm  of  the  figure  wanting, 
and  to  have  been  in  the  first  instance  carried  to  the  little 
church  at  Boucas,  whence  the  designation,  "  O  Bom  Jesus 
de  Boucas ;"  and  thence  transferred,  with  solemn  ceremony* 
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to  that  of  Matozinhos,  ns  the  place  of  greater  honour-  It  so 
hftppencci  tb»U  fit^y  yeftT$  afh^nvurdK,  an  old  woman  picked 
up  a  pkcG  of  wood  on  tho  contiguous  sands,  which  she 
Hltemptetl  m  v»in  to  cut  up  iir  burn,  »»  it  always  eluded  the 
blow  or  ihe  fire  byjumpingaway  of  its  own  accord.  At  la»t, 
some  raiulid  and  dir^in1erested  pri^^^it,  nnwillirtg  to  It't  *flip  the 
Opportunity  of  serving  the  interests  of  his  church  by  further- 
ing the  imposition,  prctcndccf  to  (ItscoviT  that  this  log  of  wood 
was  nothing  less  than  the  very  identical  arm  ^vh^ch  was  want- 
mg  to  tlic  im^%  and  accnnlii>gly,  witli  singular  |K>nip  of 
dpcumstancc.  it  v-eis  rc-united  to  its  kindred  frame.  What  is 
Btil!  more  rvniarkuhle  in  tht^  liistury  of  Hiis  i«^ry  vingulur  cro«s, 
is,  that,  flceording  to  the  dates  famished  ua  by  the  sacri!<tan, 
it  must  have  made  its  way  into  the  country  long;  before  the 
establiflhment  of  the  Christian  faith  in  Portugal.  A  suggestion 
wa»  thrown  out  that  possibly  this  cross  of  Matozinhos  W8» 
actually  formed  from  a  branch  of  the  tree  of  knowledge ;  but 
as  tlie  occurrence  of  the  deluge  seemed  to  uvcrwlielm  that 
supposition,  it  did  not  obtain  from  us  that  degree  of  credit 
which,  no  doubt,  the  felicitous  cQiioD  merited  ;  for  diffieultics 
in  the  Itomi^h  church  are  easily  got  over. 

The  Papist,  by  hi«  own  admission,   when  truly  "  reprc- 
Bcntcd,"  *'  believe*  it  good  and  lawful  lo  keep  with  venera- 

Itii}^\t  and  give  a  religious  honour  and  respect  to,  rotten  bones, 
Old  rags,  and  shrines;  such  as  the  Jews  shoM^ed  to  the  ark,  to 
Ibe  table*  of  the  law,  to  Moses's  rod,  and  to  the  Temple;" 
iiid  Ihin  belief  is  perfectly  conmtcut  with  two  articles  con* 
tained  in  the  creed  of  Pope  Pius  IV,,  which  thus  profess:  — 
'  !  doalsobchcvc  that  the  saints,  who  reign  with  Christ,  are 
to  lie  worshipped  and  prayed  unto;  and  thai  they  do  pray  for 
;  and  that  their  relics  are  to  be  venerated."     And  again  :-<- 
I  most  firmly  anfcert  that  the  images  of  Christ,  and  of  tbc 
cr  of  God,  who  was  always  a   virgin,  and  of  the  ol^lc^ 
are -to  be  had  and  retained,  and  that  due  honour  and 
wo^piftto  be  given  to  Xheia. '    Dulif,  the  Komi»h  priests 
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attempt  tu  defend  their  idolatrous  practices  by  reference  tu 
Jewish  cuGttoms,  they  fifactiM  not  forget  th&t  "  there  was 
ou  similitude  '*  of  God  "  in  llureb ;"  and  that  a  sovereign  of 
Judah.  who  "  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lurd,  remiived  the  hij^i  places,  »nd  br^ke  tlie  rma^eK,  and  cut 
down  the  groves ;  and  hroke  in  pieces  the  brazen  serpent 
Uiat  Mo*e-s  had  made;  for  unto  those  days  the  children  of 
Israel  did  bum  inccnso  to  it;" — nor  that  command  of  the 
Ahnighty  by  the  mouth  of  his  inspired  messenger^  "  Lode 
untQ  me,  i^aitti  the  Lord,  and  be  ye  saved  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  for  1  am  Gud,  and  there  is  none  else,''  But,  as  Mr, 
Southey  with  so  much  truth  and  point  observes,  tbe  Romish 
priests  and  "  friars  tempt  in  the  day  of  [Kiverly ;  they  terrify 
on  the  bed  of  sickness;  they  persecute  in  the  hour  of  death; 
and  if  they  find  a  man  «en«eless  in  his  last  agonies,  they 
place  an  image,  a  crucifix,  and  a  candle  in  his  band,  and 
so  smuggle  him  under  false  colours  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

Tile  ringing  and  tolling  of  bells  is  as  eternal  at  Poito  as  at 
Lisbon,  The  Church  of  the  Clericos,  which  has  a  very  lofty 
steeple,  had  once  been  injured  by  lightning*  and  in  euusequence 
a  solemn  assembly  of  the  congrcgiition  met  to  decide  whether, 
in  order  to  secure  it  from  further  injury,  it  would  be  more 
advisable  to  athx  a  conductor  to  the  structure,  or  to  light  a 
lanip  every  night  to  Santa  Barbara,  the  patroness  of  the 
church:  when  the  latter  proposition^  embodying  rather  mor^ 
of  piety  than  philosophy  perhaps,  was  unanimously  ado[>ted 
as  the  heat  protection  against  the  eflects  of  lightning,  and  is 
continued  to  this  day. 

The  flours  of  the  churches  in  Portugal  arc  generally  divided 
into  so  many  oblong  squares,  into  which  are  fitted  trap-doors 
of  wood,  M'hich  are  easily  raised.  They  overlay  the  ordinary 
places  of  separate  interment,  and  are  very  frequently,  after 
the  burial  of  an  individual,  covered  with  a  piece  of  black 
cloth,  which  is  rudely  nailed  oa,  &3  a  testimony  of  mounoiiig. 


ILLUSTKATED. 

We  have  lately  attetided  the  celebration  of  the  Te  Deum, 
in  honour  of  the  anuiveraary  of  tiie  conatitution,  m  ti\G  Church 
of  San  Bento,  which  is  one  o(  the  largest  and  bftndNonitiiit 
ecclediadtical  structures  in  Porto,  The  ceremony  was  alicitdcd 
by  the  military  governor,  ihif  nubility,  soldiery,  and  populace. 
Dot  to  omit  mention  of  that  fine  body  of  men,  tbv  bmvc  militia 
uf  the  town. 

Porto,  from  its  position  on  the  breast  of  a  long:  line  of  hill» 
who«e  \j&»e  id  swept  by  ibe  waters  of  the  Douro,  niuy  be 
dhided  into  the  high  and  the  low  town.  It  contains,  in  a 
ciri!  gense,  five  wards,  or  bahym,  of  which  lh<j  S^,  or  cathe- 
dral hill,  and  the  Vittoria,  or  height  opposite  to  the  ^i.\  and 
crowned  by  a  church,  which  wu>i  founded  in  commemoration 
of  a  celebrated  battle  fought  on  the  spot  with  the  Moors, 
which  terminated  in  their  defeat  und  expulsion  from  the  place, 
form  the  town  properly  called  Pcrto;  and  it  is  possible  strll  to 
trace  iJie  remain*  of  the  old  wall,  thirty  feet  high,  which 
formerly  tiurruuoded  and  defended  the  place.  The  three 
Other  quarters,  San  Idelfonso,  Miragaya,  and  Villa  Nova,  are 
open.  The  latter  comprise-s  Gaya  and  Cabe^udo,  and  Is 
situated  upon  the  southern  bank  of  the  Douro,  being  con- 
nected with  the  principal  town  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  whicli  is 
badly  coudtructed  as  to  bu  scarcely  able  to  sustain  the 
:nt  power  of  the  Uouro  when  swelled  by  winter  toirenls. 
The  Douro,  like  the  Rhine  and  KUone,  arid  all  other  rivere 
which  flow  tlurough  a  rocky  and  often  coufiaed  channel.  C(»ii- 
mits  at  certain  seasons  the  pireatest  ravages;  and  property  to  a 
considerable  amount  is  annually  lost  at  Porlo,  by  the  Lncsisti* 
ble  force  with  which  the  river  pours  down  and  carries  every- 
thing before  it.  A  bridge  of  granite  has  been  talked  of  to 
OOtmoct  Villa  Nova  and  Porto,  but  the  funds  are  not  yet  forlb- 
oomingr  and  the  expense  will  be  considerable.  The  population 
of  Porto  may  amount  to  eif^hty  thousand  souk. 

In  the  Church  of  No&aa  Senhora  da  Gm^a,  there  is  an  altar 


J 


192  PORTUGAL 

dedicated  lo  Nossa  Senliora  da  f^ont^eifaO  da  Roca,  whose 
image  has  been  set  up  for  worship  by  a  fidalgo  of  the  place, 
and  ift  a^  much  honoured  as  her  |>rototy[>e  at  Lisbon  in  tlie 
cathedral,  wiili  prhmtia-  of  wheat,  cotiins,  grave-clothes  and 
fjoldiers'  uniforms,  gold  chains,  wreaths  of  flowers,  letters, 
eyes,  vintiE  and  crusado  pieces,  diamond  necklaces,  silver 
C3indlesticks,  heads,  amis,  and  legs^  and  the  trurdc  of  the 
human  figure,  Senhor  Jozc  has  suspended  near  the  aitar  a 
votive  tablet  to  our  j^racious  Lady,  which  represents  him  in 
the  act  of  falling  down  a  flight  of  steps,  to  the  bottom  of 
which,  through  the  miraculous  interference  of  Senlioni  da 
Cra^a,  he  arrived  with  whole  limbs.  Another  votive  picture 
represents;  a  youth  on  his  knees  before  an  appearance  of  the 
Virgin,  who  is  standing  in  the  centre  of  a  crescent^  fixed  npon 
the  globe,  and  who  was  pleased  to  save  him  from  the  necessity 
of  spending  all  his  substance  ainnng  physicians,  by  herself 
miraculously  delivering  him  from  the  affliction  of  rheumatism. 
But  the  most  infamous  part  of  the  delusion  is  the  letter  sys- 
tem; for  the  altar  is  made,  through  the  corruption  of  the 
attendants,  a  regular  channel  of  communication  between  per- 
sona who  may  not  yet  have  arrived  at  personal  interviews, 
and  thus  connecliona  take  place  which  would  never  otherwise 
have  been  formed. 

The  number  of  monks  in  Porto  and  in  the  neighbouring  eon* 
vents  id  said  to  be  6000 ;  and  this  very  possibly  is  the  truth. 
The  st'verity  of  inon-iatic  discipline  is  now  so  far  relaxed,  ihni 
the  brothers  not  only  leave  their  convents  at  pleasure,  but 
many  of  them  actually  reside  altogether,  or  at  least  pass  the 
greater  part  of  their  time,  with  their  relatives  and  friends. 

The  feast  of  Nossa  Senhora  da  Concei^ao  da  Roca  lately 
took  place  in  Porto,  and  a  brief  narrative  of  the  wretched 
absurdities  practised  on  the  occasion,  which  surely  must  be 
disgusting  and  painful  to  liboml  and  enlightened  Catholics,  will 
give  you  a  further  insight  into  the  abuses  with  which  the  Romish 
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priesthood  have  degraded  the  character  of  their  fuitb.  A  Pro- 
testant obserrer  must  have  *S  hU  spirit  stirred  in  hiin,  wbca 
be  sees  a  city  thus  wholly  pven  to  idolatry;'*  when  he  dis- 
covers a  people,  who  arc  worthy  of  better  infttriictjmi»  "  iu 
all  thiof^  too  8upcr6titiout}^  and  in  their  devotions  wor&hipping 
God  ignorantly/'  When  the  people  arc  kept  in  ignorance  of 
the  right  priuciples  of  their  belief,  it  U  easy  to  conceive  how 
they  Are  deceived  in  the  notions  which  they  are  directed  to 
fonnofthe  Godhead. 

Thin  feajit,  of  whit^h  a  description  was  to  he  given^  was 

annouaced  on  the  previous  night  by  a  graiid  display  of  fire- 

work?;  and   an  cxteniiive  illumination.     From  the  lop  uf  the 

lone  cross  above  the  churchy  the  pricets  had  contrived  to 

t  a  fiery  dove,  representing  the  third  person  of  the  Trinity, 

ftt^enly  defend  upon  a  castle  composed  of  rockets  ruid  othor 

btiNtiblei*,  and  ignite  (hem.     They  iastantly  took  fire,  and 

the  deluded  multitude  seemed  to  rejoice  in  this  shameful  fami-* 

rity  with  the  Divine  SpiriL     The  forms  and  ceremonies*  nf 

e  Romish  church,  thufi  addressing  the  senses  and  tlie  weak 

inations  of  the  ignorant  vulgar,  render   the  attendance 

pOD  them  more  a  matter  of  pleasure  and  relaxation  tlian  the 

performance  of  a  solemn  and  important  duty,  or  an  act  of 

pure  worship. 

£    Early  on  the  folloAviu^  morning,  the  neighbouiing  |:)easaiitry 
gan  to  arrive  in  great  numbers  with  their  c\r  voto.?,  and,  ap- 
]Ko«phing  the  entrat^ce  of  the  church,  fell  instantly  uprm  their 
kncc5,  and  so  crept  along  the  earth  with  the  wax  offerings  in 
their  hands  to  the  altar  vi'here  the  image  is  enshrined.  The  most 
ulent  among  the  pilgrims  presented  gold  chains  and  ruig» 
considerable  value  ;    and  tti£  total  amount  of  gold  given  to 
c  image  on  the  occasion,  may  be  estimated  in  weight  at 
irly  pounds,  aiKl  of  money  tr  different  eoins,  received  in  a 
Ivor  dish,  nearly  one  hundred  pounds  sterhng*    The  cere- 
ony  of  the  i^ervicc  wu&,  as  is  usual,  P^rfunned  with  great 
Port,  N 
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of  Ihc  friars,  and  the  clergy,  dependent  upon  the  frian*,  wbicb 
is  now  uxLiver^Uy  the  case,  is  allowed  to  be  exercised  over 
Uie  peo|)Ie,  neither  liberty  nor  any  sort  of  improvcraeut  can 
be  expected  to  takiz  place. 

Should  tht  existing  establishments,  ecclesiastical  and  mo- 
nastic, be  Eubmitlcd  to  a  wit^c  and  wholesome  reform,  reli^oo 
would  bL*conie  ti  grcfit  gainer.  If  the  renovation,  too,  in  con- 
fided to  persons  of  liberal,  enlightened,  and  inodenile  view«, 
who  may  be  sincerely  pio\i«  and  tinctured  by  no  prejudices, 
the  blessed  attempt  must  certainly  be  cro^Aiied  with  snecefl^. 
The  [irejudice*  of  the  noeulightened  mullitude,  however,  who 
are  as  ignorant  of  ilie  contenti^  of  the  sacred  volume  as  the 
IlindnOj  or  the  native  African  or  the  North  American  Indian^ 
should  be  niauag:cd  with  the  utmost  possible  diBcrotion  and 
tenderness.  Thus,  with  the  almost  iinpL^rccptiblc  removal  of 
een&elcas  and  obsolete  customs,  which  have  senx-d  to  degrade 
and  debase  the  national  character,  tlie  spirit  nf  the  Uonkish 
faith  need  not  be  destroyed.  It  would  be  lamentable,  indeed^ 
tlial,  in  the  proposed  atneliuralion  of  old  forms  and  untiqnated 
errors,  the  characteristic  piety  and  devotion  of  the  Portugucfe 
ftliituld  be  made  shipwreck  of  by  the  introduetion  of  revolu* 
tionary  principlea,  as  we  have  experienced  in  l*>&ncc,  where 
the  widely -sweeping  torrent  of  athei&m  dirccte*l  its  gignntic 
force  against  tlie  temples,  tlic  ministers,  and  the  tenets  of  the 
Christian  creed* 

Witli  the  exception  of  the  Romish  catechism,  and  a  few 
taleN  of  saiiitK>  fHbriealed  by  the  Monks,  the  l*urlnguese  pea- 
santry have  in  their  possession  no  religious  books  whatever, 
much  le&s  tlie  New  Testament,  mbegrally  or  partially;  and  of 
the  ancient  sciipture^^^  to  which  their  priesthood  refer  for  au- 
thority in  the  case  of  many  of  their  rites  and  cereraonies,  the 
people  at  lai^  know  no  more  than  of  the  Koran.  It  is  only 
in  the  Hjasoii  of  Lent,  or  npni  holy  days,  tliat  any  public  ad- 
dress is  made  on  the  subject  of  religion.     To  say  that  the 
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Scriptures  arc  cxp^jnded  upon  thonc  occajrio]i»  \vouM  be  in- 
correct; for  wlieii  a  distjour-it*  w  delivered,  the  umial  topics  se- 
lected by  the  preacher  are  the  sii[)crcrogatQry  virtiics,  the 
roiraclt^-K  and  upotlieosig  of  the  saint  of  the  day-  The  cle^  vS 
Dominican  monks  are  cspeorally  uppointcd  to  the  duties  oF 
pr*^ichiii|4. 

The  ditl'ereticc  to  be  observed  l>etwceii  the  Portuguese  and 
English  Cathulic,  i$  &»  greatt  as  the  distinctiDit  existti^)^  be- 
tweea  the  natioual  character  of  the  oativcs  ot'  either  country- 
All  the  care  takou  m  the  primary  schools  about  iDctilcatmg 
the  princtplcs  of  religion.  coasist»  m  making  the  cliddrcn  ac- 
quainted with  the  Koiiiif^h  form  of  cateclmm,  su  that  tlit  cnte- 
chumcnists  may  be  able  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  them 
once  a  year  iu  Lent  by  their  tTOnfessors.     This  is  done  in  (he 
same  methodical  way>  as  the  queries  and  answers  are  arranged 
ia  the  book ;  and  ^  may  be  supfiosed,  no  advautai^e  wimtever 
is  derived  from  the  process.     The  poor  children  commit  witfi 
peat  ditticulty  a  few  sentences  to  memory,  like  parrots ;  but 
beyond  this  no  pains  are  taken  to  euLig:htea  their  understand- 
ings, or  imbue  their  minds  with  the  spiritual  knowledge  of 
Christianity.     Prayers  at  night,  reckoned  by  the  beads  of  the 
rusary,  form  tlie  next  obligation,  a  mechanical  habit  of  repeal- 
ing which  IS  acquired  by  the  children,  and  without  mistake 
even,   while  tbcy  are  asleep.     The  next  duty  impoi^ed  upoa 
them,  is  to  hear  mass  on  Sundays ;  and  provided  the  injtmction 
be  complied  with,  it  mailers  little  howr  it  is  performed.    With 
principles  like  the^e,  infused  at  an  early  period  of  Ufc  into 
their  mindtt,  the  people  regard  religion,  not  as  if  ihoy  consi- 
dered it  the  best  gift  of  heaven,  and  calculated  to  promote 
their  own  temporal  and  eternal  interests,  but  as  if  they  felt 
obliged  to  comply  merely  with  the  ceremonial  practices  en* 
joined,  and  were  only  anxious  to  avoid  incurring  the  diiiplea- 
sure  of  their  confessors. 

When  the  Constitution  of  1820  took  place,  a  great  deal  of 
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light  was  let  in  upon  the  public  mind,  in  a  variety  of  mat- 
ters ;  but  such  was  ihe  beniglited  condition  of  Uie  people, 
that  religion  gained  but  little  by  the  change.  Too  many  who 
were  warm  friends  to  the  system  of  reform,  be^n  to  qiiestioii 
the  necessity  of  religion  at  alt,  and  to  point  their  sarcaatie  re- 
marks against  ttie  discrepancy  discoverable  between  its  precepts 
and  the  lives  of  ilfl  professors,  which  were  admitted  to  be  uni- 
versally bad.  The  effect  of  these  scandals  has  bct*n  to  chill  ihe 
feelings  of  respect  among  a  large  portion  of  the  nsing  generation 
for  the  principles  of  the  Christian  faith ;  and  a«  mankind  are  ever 
more  prone  to  follow  evil  Ihitn  good,  so,  many  of  the  Portuguese 
youth  have  proceeded  from  ignorance  to  doubt,  from  doubt  to 
imnfioratity,  and  to  a  state  bordering  upon  unbelier  How  much 
further  this  baneful  influence  will  proceed,  it  is  impoBsible  to 
predict;  but  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  most  serious 
results  will  ensue,  unless  a  very  speedy  reform  takej«  place 
among  the  clerg-y,  and  unices  the  useless  convents  are  abo- 
lished*  "  Did  the  monasteries,"  »s  has  been  properly  re- 
marked, "serve  only  as  the  retreats  of  deserted  age,  of  disap- 
pointment and  sorrow,  we  should  find  tittle,  perhaps  nothing, 
to  condemn  in  the  sj'stem ;''  but  a1  pre^^enl  these  buildings, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  the  receptacles  of  idleness  and  vice. 
The  entire  abohtion,  however,  of  the  convents  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, perhaps  even  not  to  be  desired,  in  a  country  whose 
inhabitants  are  addicted  to  the  llomish  faith;  but  some  im- 
provements, which  should  advance  step  by  step,  are  absolutely 
required,  and  indeed,  a**  we  have  lieen  given  to  antlerstand,  are 
contemplated  by  the  Cortes.  The  proposed  ameliorations,  if 
entered  upon  %v]th  prudence  and  inoderarioii>  and  conducted 
with  a  firm  and  equal  hand,  would  contribute  much  to  the 
renovation  of  the  country,  and  woulrl  still  leave  the  sovereigns 
of  Portugal  in  the  undisputed  poasession  of  their  purchased 
title  of  MoAt  Faithful  Afqjfsti/. 

During  the  last  Cortes,  in  18:^1,  R  bull  %\a^  obtained  from 
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the  Pope  tu  clijipenAe  with  the  prescribed  abstinence  from 
iDvat  during  Lent,  and  on  I'ogt  diiys  in  general,  in  conscquDOce 
of  the  extreme  scarcity  and  dearoess  of  clive  oil,  hitherto  ubun- 
dnntly  used  iu  the  preparation  of  fish  and  vegetable;;  Soi  the 
dtnner-tuble.  The  faithful  were  placed  by  i\i\s  papistical 
letter  under  the  obligation  of  performing  certam  acts  of  po* 
nance  and  mortification,  in  order  to  supply  the  place  of  ii»h 
and  Tegetables  in  curbing  the  impetuosity  of  appetite.  Many 
bigoted  bishops  spoke  vehemently  against  the  pretexts  on 
which  this  bull  had  been  petitioned  for  and  granted.  In  order 
also  tti  nuike  the  Constitutional  system  appear  ^xlitms  and  un- 
warrantable by  the  gospel  precepts,  they  represented  to  their 
flockit  that  the  molive?i  which  had  led  to  the  Hollolatiun  for 
this  eccloaiastjcal  favour^  were  connected  witli  the  o^-il  politics 
of  the  times;  and  that  the  operation  of  the  bull,  if  allowed, 
would  prove  injurious  to  religion.  In  fact,  it  did  prove  highly 
detrimental  lu  the  episcopal  interest-s,  for  people  very  suoa 
began  to  avail  themselves  of  the  general  exemption,  without 
making  application  for  it  with  money  to  tlie  ordinary  authori- 
ties of  the  church.  A  complete  change  has  subsequently  taken 
place  in  the  popular  vieu^  uf  the  question,  and  a  eonsideruble 
relaxation  of  the  old  established  rule  of  faith  in  this  particular 
hafl  consequently  been  admitted. 

Several  years  since  the  Pope  issued  a  bull  authorising  the 
use  in  Lent  of  eggs,  butter,  and  similar  trifles,  iu  addition  to 
certain  indulgences,  and  exoneration  from  temporal  fasts,  pe- 
nances, and  other  religions  exercises,  the  public  sale  of  which 
prodi:ced  considerable  sums  to  tlic  papal  treasury.  These  im- 
posts vary  iu  amount,  according  to  the  wealth  of  individuals  ; 
but  every  person  is  obliged,  under  pain  of  excominunication* 
to  purchase  one  of  the  dispensations,  the  least  being  sold  at 
forty  rcis,  that  is,  about  twopence;  whde  the  highest  may  be 
procured  for  three  hundred  reis,  or  something  under  two 
shilUngs.     Although  the  amount  extracted  from  the  pockets 
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ot'  the  faitkrul  by  tbc  \-tnl  of  tbcsc  iniiuLgcncca  must  be  con- 
sidenible,  it  U  Kuppoticdj  notwithstanding,  tb;u  tlic  collectors  or 
trcafiurcrs  do  not  remit  more  than  one  third  of  the  total  re- 
ceived, to  the  ])apal  treasury.  In  addition  to  the  ^neral 
produce  of  the  bull,  a  large  sum  i»  annually  obtained  by  the 
sale  of  permissions  for  domestic  oratorie^i  in  private  tious«s, 
where  familie.t  may  prefer  to  have  the  inaKs  jtaid  under  their 
own  roof,  to  the  inconvenience  and  sinnoyance  of  attending 
public  worship  in  the  chnrchefi.  Another  Iniitfal  source  of 
profit  to  the  papal  go\'ernment  U  the  annual  sale  of  formal 
licenses  for  people  to  contract  marriages,  who  m-ould  be  other- 
wise prevented  frotn  marrying  by  their  dcfirreefl  of  udinity. 
Tbe  fees  paid  for  these  papal  concessions,  arc  in  proportion  to 
the  eircvmstanccs  of  individuals,  which  arc  well  noted  dovra 
by  the  l'o|:c"»  agents  appointed  for  the  purpfk^e.  Where  ll« 
parties  proposing;  lo  marry  enjoy  con*iiderabIe  wealth,  the  dis- 
pensations cusLfmm  two  to  three  hundred  poiind^. 

In  a  conversation  a  few  days  since  with  a  mercantile  friend, 
n  Portuguese  Cathotic,  who  has  not  a  sh&dc»w  of  prejudice  im 
bis  mind,  and  to  whom  for  information  upon  all  fmhjects,  reli- 
i^ioutf,  {>ollticat.  eommerciaK  and  agricultural,  it  is  witli  plea- 
sure that  I  profess  m>'self  deeply  indebted;  the  following  re- 
mark was  made  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  pupa]  indul- 
gences: "  When  such  an  abundance  of  graces  arc  bought  with 
inoneyt  may  we  not  hope  that  a  time  will  come,  und  tbe 
Booner  the  better,  when  Heaven  itself  will  be  purehoM^d  by 
other  and  bs^lter  means  for  the  greatest  of  sinners  *  I  hojie  so, 
for  if  it  docs  nut  come  to  be  so,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know  what 
will  become  of  mc  for  not  believing  in  the  etfieaey  of  these 
bounteous  graces  of  tbc  See  of  Rome/*  The  answer  returned 
lo  my  youDg  friend's  observation  must  be  obvious. 

In  any  attempt,  however,  to  introduce  a  purer  system  of 
religious  practice  among  the  unenlightened  Catholic*  of  Por- 
tugal, wlieoever  it  msy  be  sanctioned  by  the  ruling  autho- 
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ritirti,  il  will  be  necessary,  wc  rupc-at.  that  the  utmost  poNsiblc 
ducretion  and  tcaderDcsu  should  be  shown  towards  the  pre- 
vailing prejudiceit,  and  that  tbey  sboutd  he  touched  by  a 
very  gentle  band,  for  the  attacbment  borne  to  the  system 
eHtabli^hed  Ls  ?<till  inveterate  among  the  great  btxiy  of  the 
people.  The  wisest  and  most  pmdent  Iegii«Lator  might  £ail 
in  the  undertaking;  btiL  il  is  to  be  hoped,  whenever  the Corteii 
shall  prc^ribe  a  change  in  the  national  forms  of  religion, 
that  it  will  enforce  its  decrees  in  tliG  fin*t  instance  n[K)n 
tlic  parochial  clergy,  oa  the  natural  and  most  efficient  coopc- 
riitor>i  in  the  holy  work,  and  onljiiii  a  judicioti^  ciiculatioii  of 
the  Scriptures  by  their  hands,  among  their  respective  flockft. 
An  aflair  of  such  importance  should  not  be  intrusted  to  inlem- 
^rate  and  inexperienced  hands.  Prc^ding  over  the  immc- 
liate  direction,  and  controlling  at  carh  step  the  progressive  im- 
provement proposed,  the  clergy  would  themselves  rise  in  the 
scale  of  Intel  le^rt  and  mnraJs;  wotih)  keep  i^lroiig  hold  of  their 
pvcsent  influence  over  the  minds  of  their  parishioners,  and  reap 
a  lurge  harvest  of  KUtrsf^ctioa  from  rontribnting  to  lh«  im- 
provement of  the  Portuguese  character,  and  to  their  inde* 
paodence  in  matters  of  religion  from  tlie  thraldom  of  irrational 
_tU]3  debasing  superstitions, 

^L    It  will  be  for  the  clergy  of  Portugal  to  give  effect  to  the 

Bibrcfitght  and  wisdom  of  the  government,  in  softening  and  prc- 

^P|Kiring  the  public  mind   for  f>ome  moderate  and  wholesome 

reform  in  the  present  devotional  system.    That  some  altcraUon 

the  formula  and  external  featureic  of  the  national  mode  of 

'orship  is  indtspcn-sable,  seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  the  en- 

;htened  classes.     Nothing  can   be  worse  than  the  present 

sm  in  every  respect.     It  is  said  that  there  is  a  great  deal 

learning  confined  to  the  walls  of  the  convents^  and  that  the 

:alar  clergy  are  far  belter  informed  and  conducted  than 

ime  people  represent  them.     Without  at  all  disputing  the 

ibility  of  cither  asaertion  being  true,  a  Protestant  would 
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demand  the  public  devclopt^m^nt  of  that  knowledge,  and  the 
display  of  those  purer  niomls  for  the  benefit  of  the  many  ;  and 
Jic  would  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Catholio  that  ilie  temporal 
iind  Hpirilual  condition  of  a  country  ciiii  never  he  advanced 
but  by  the  cireululioii  of  the  Bible,  and  by  Ihe  wide  diffu- 
u'nm  nf  religious  kiio^^ledge.  The  nLiiiiKterH  of  rehgion  are 
respon»iblc  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  most  important 
and  the  most  awful  duty — the  inslruclion  of  the  people, 

A  Protestant  would  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  nation  had  induced  it  to  advance  one  step  beymid  i.he- 
mcrcly  closing  the  doora  of  the  Inquisition,  oiid  taking  the 
iron  sceptre  of  persecution  fjom  the  hands  of  its  bloody  niiniH* 
lew,  to  tile  cxlinetion  of  •*  those  fires  of  purgatory,  which,"  as 
SoLithey  quotea  frum  Manoel  Je  Abreu,  "  boit  the  caldrons  of  so 
many  friars,"  "  There  is  one  convent  at  Lisbon,  that  enjoys/' 
according  lo  the  same  authority,  "a  considerable  revenue  ifi 
behalf  of  the  dead,  and  which  entrusts  the  performance  of  pur- 
'  gatorial  masses  to  ecclesiastical  agents  in  the  country,  wltu  do 

!  the  busine&'4  by  commission  at  a  cheaper  rate/'     In  fact,  the 

F  principal  charities  both  of  Spain  and  Portugal  are  lavivhed,  it 

has  been  frequently  leniarked,  on  churches  and  couvenU,  for 
'  masses  to  be  said  to  relieve  the  souU  in  purgatory.     *'Tiie 

Catholic  in  these  countries,"  observes  Mr.  Southey,   "can 
scarcely  lift  up  his  eyes  without  beholding  a  soul  surrounded 
*  with  tlame^,  pictured  ou  tiled  upon  the  walls  and  houses,  and 

road-side  altars;  and  the  men  who  beg  for  masses  for  souIk, 
carry  with  them  boards,  whereon  the  same  spectacle  ia  exhi- 
bited in  glowing  colours.  The  souls  in  ]Kirgutury  are  farmed 
out  like  the  tithes  am)  turnpikes  in  Eng^Jund/'  Again,  what 
can  be  more  objectionable  in  the  whole  Romish  system  than 
the  constrained  celibacy  of  the  clergy  ?  "  Every  duty  and  ob- 
servance imposed  upon  ecclesiastics,  but  those  compatible  with 
their  character:^  a8  men,  is  a  grievarcc  and  an  absurdity;"  and 
as  to  the  influence  of  tlie  clergy  at  court,  Costigau  sayti  most 
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tnily,  "t1if)l  tite  miiiiKleTK  ufthc  Catbolic  clutrcli  ought  not  to 
assume  so  extensive  a  part  lu  the  (jolilical  drama;  for,  in  i^o 
doing,  Ihey  must  neglect  Uit^lr  uwn  proper  functtuns  and  sacred 
vocation/' 

After  all,  however,  you  will  perhaps  Inciuire  in  the  metncal 
lani^age  of  Akenside — 

Tlic  vu1|ti\r  nad  tliti  ^Tfiil  coiiiIjIuihI. 
Cvuld  Wfti  witli  sBiifcJ  folly  wnj£fi  ? 
Could  d  whule  iiHtioii  liiwii^ti^v 
Vrom  the  drond  boTiil:>  cif  ii>q[)J  aq  age* 
Ami  to  ntw  habiu  mould  Ihc  public  mind } 

Still  at  all  events  let  the  attempt  be  made,  and  may  it  be 
crowned  with  success! 


UC    VOTOV,    AS    fiKKK    SUSPENDED    IN    THE    CHCRCHK^ 

or  pouti;gai.p 
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8iicli  19  tliG  patriot's  boasl^  whert-*<^r  we  roBin. 
Hb  firat,  best  i^oantiy,  e\er  Ja  al  home. 
^  S^  And  yet.  ptilmpH*  if  couutrie-s  we  [^ODipan;, 

Antl  eslLHiiLle  the  1>]e»iDgs  which  tbt^y  ^lare, 
Thou^  patriuLn  tlittter.  atiil  ahull  wiMluiu  tiiid 
An  equal  portion  ilealt  to  all  mankind  : 
Aa  difiercnt  goihlf  hy  art,  or  aaEure  given. 
To  -diffeTcat  nOitioiiA  mftkea  Ibcir  bkaainp  even. 

Goldsmith's  Tbav^lles, 


Porto,  1827- 
Th  E  quarters  of  the  city  usually  frequented  by  those  who 
delight  in  the  evening  promenade,  vfhen  the  violence  of  the 
sun  has  abated,  are  the  Pra^a  Nova  das  Hortas,  which  has 
within  these  few  years  received  the  name  of  the  Place  of  the 
Constitution^ — the  Campo  da  Cordaria,  whose  triple  avenue 
of  fine  trees  affords  a  refreshing  shade  for  pedestrians; — the 
Campo  dos  Ferradores  ; — the  Campo  de  San  Ovidio,  and  San 
Lazaro; — the  Terreiro  de  San  Domingo; — the  Pra^  de'San 
Bento,  and  da  Ribeira; — the  Largo  de  Miragaya;  and  the 
Campo  da  Batalha. 

Besides  the  S6,  or  cathedral,  and  the  church  doe  Clerigos, 
whose  steeple  is  the  loftiest  in  Portugal  after  that  of  Maira, 
we  have  visited  Nossa  Senbora  da  Lapa,  which  is  situated  be- 
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hind  the  place  of  Santa  Ovidto;  the  churches  vXao  of  the 
lleiito»,  Congrcj^ados.  San  Joao  Novo,  the  Griloe,  San  Do- 
mingo, tlie  FranciscaiiDs,  and  the  Carmelitas  Descftl^x>s,  or 
barefooted  Carmelites, 

The  original  cathedral  of  Poriu  was  situated  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Douru  io  the  earliest  agfcs  of  ChrisLianity,  and  the 
remains  of  this  building  may  still  be  seen  on  tlie  Oaia  hill, 
vrhither  the  canoTiB  of  the  present  ^(:  wore  accustomed  to  g^> 
annually  in  solemn  procession  upon  the  day  of  the  invocation 
of  St  Mark,  m  commemoration  of  the  site.  A  bull  of  the 
Pope,  obtained  about  tliree  years  since,  has  released  them 
from  this  obligation  ;  and  at  present,  therefore,  the  proccssioa 
advances  no  fcirthur  than  tb«  convent  of  San  Joao  Novo,  m<- 
tuatcd  at  the  bottom  of  X\\c  street,  which  looks  across  the  river 
to  tlie  precise  spot  where  the  former  buildinfj;'  ^tooiL 

Potto  is  dividc<l  into  tc&  parishes, — the  S6,  or  cathedral, 
San  Nicola^,  and  Victoria^  eittre  rnums,  forming  the  quarters 
of  the  Sc  and  Victoria  ; — those  of  San  Idelfonso  and  Campan- 
ham,  which  form  the  municipal  division  of  San  Idelfonso; — the 
three  parifthcs  of  San  Pedro,  Boa  Viagem,  and  Ccdo-fcita, 
which  are  included  in  the  ward  of  Miragaya ; — and  Santa  Ma- 
hnha,  and  San  Christorao  de  Mafamede,  which  are  comprised 
within  the  Bairro  of  Villa  Nova. 

Among  the  public  buildings  of  the  town  most  worthy  of  a 
travelters  attention,  we  have  foui\d  the  Senado  da  Rela^Ao,  or 
court-house  of  appeal,  to  which  the  prisons  are  attached ; — th« 
Senado  da  Camera^  or  municipal  residence;  the  Royal  Hos- 
pital,  of  which  scarcely  a  Iburtb  part  is  comj^eted ;  the  Epis* 
copal  Palace^  where  we  have  already  remarked  the  unfinish^ 
fitale  of  the  building,  and  have  now  to  add  the  ftlthy  condition 
La|CAaoblestairca£ewhidilefldAupto  the  principal  apartments; 
tbc  liLTge  storehouses,  in  which  the  wines  of  the  Royal  company 
of  the  culture  of  the  vine  in  the  Upper  Douro  fReal  Companhia 
da  Caltura  das  Vinhaa  do  Alto  Douro)  are  deposited ;  the  KnglLsh 
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Factory  House  already  described;  the  Casa  pio;  und  thctbcutrc 
of  San  Jua6^  the  secoud  establishmeat  of  the  kind  in  PorUlgaJ, 
which  was  built  towards  tlie  end  of  the  Insi  century,  after  the 
model  of  that  in  Lisbon,  but  on  smaller  proportions,  by  Ma2o- 
Dcschi.  Kcprcsentations  of  the  best  Hortugueso  and  Italian 
pieces  are  given  alternately  here. 

Female  performers  resumed,  it  may  be  remarked,  tbcir  ap- 
pearancc  on  tbis  sta^  long  before  the  royal  coDcesstou  of  the 
some  favour  was  obtained  for  them  at  Liabon.  It  is  a  fine  hand- 
sonLe  building,  wjtti  five  tiers  of  boxes,  ihij  njy;dl>ox  occupying, 
as  at  Lubon,  the  centre  of  the  house.  A  few  evenings  since  we 
attended  the  representation  of  II  Barbiere  di  Sevjglia;  but  it 
was  wretchedly  performed,  and  the  Prima  Donna  was  a  fat 
vulgar  woman  of  forty,  witliout  any  pretensions  to  voice,  in 
fact,  this  favourite  opera  was  completely  burlesqued,  and  as 
the  Portuguese  never  dreys  fur  dntmatic  performances,  the 
assemblage  of  people  had  a  slovenly  appe4irance.  There  were 
twenty-five  instntmertal  performers  in  the  orchestra,  and  upon 
the  whole  the  music  was  jrassably  good ;  and  in  the  ballet, 
which  was  remarkable  in  no  other  respect,  eight  horses  were 
introduced,  whose  evululions  we  found  sufficiently  amusing. 

What  would  our  Berkeley-square  fashionables  say  to  the 
taste  of  the  day  at  Porto,  where  gentlemen's  carriages  arc 
frequently  dragged  up  the  steep  and  almost  precipitous  streets 
by  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  opera-house  !  The  custom  is  said  to 
have  originated  in  necessity,  when  the  French  laid  military 
requisition  upon  all  tlie  fidalgos'  and  wealthy  persons*  horses, 
and  thus  reduced  them  to  the  employment  of  this  Smithfield 
ratlicr  than  Newmarket  team.  The  oxen  at  Porto  are  Amuller 
than  those  at  Lisbon,  which  are  remarkably  fine;  but  it  is 
surprising  to  see  what  heavy  loads  of  limber  and  other  things 
these  little  neat  animals  draw  up  the  steep  streeU  of  the  town. 

Whilst  upon  the  eubject  of  II  Barbiere,  it  may  be  important 
to  observe  that  the  old  barber's  basin>  whose  form  so  well 
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adorned  the  military  brows  of  13oq  Quixote,  is  m  universal 
use  throughout  Portugal ;  uiid  th»t  the  luthcr  of  soap  is  rubbed 
on  the  face  by  the  hand  of  the  artificer^  who,  to  judge  from 
the  instances  which  we  have  witnessed,  seldom  coueludes  the 
rough  operation  wUhout  eliciting  the  copious  tears  of  hia 
unfortunate  victim^  thus  compelled  to  make  an  hebdomadal 
aacrihce  to  pergonal  ap|}caraiice.  The  home-manufactured 
razors  are  no  better  than  rusty  pieces  of  hoop  iron;  nothing 
can  exceed  the  clumsincsa  of  carpcntera,  upholsterers,  and 
lockt^niiihs' tooU;  and  indeed  the  siime  may  he  ati»»erted  of  the 
productions  of  all  their  respective  cratls.  who»e  tiiu»h  has  de* 
^^idedty  no  claims  whatever  to  perfection. 

The  industry  of  the  Porto  artisans  is  quite  remarkable^ 
Scarcely  an  idle  person  i»  seen  in  the  streets.  Persona  who 
.fcllow  similar  trades,  generally  inhabit  the  same  district  of  the 
town ;  and  thus  while  the  booksellers  and  the  shoemakers  are 
trsuing  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way  in  their  own  exclusive 
!ts»  the  brusiers,  the  ironmongers,  and  block-tin  manufac- 
turers separately  enjoy  the  harmony  of  their  respective  trades* 
On  the  quays  are  seen  fine  blocks  of  granite,  already  eon- 
verted  into  form,  having  tlieir  edges  cased  with  wood,  ready 
be  shipped  otf  tor  biiildiugs  in  Bi-asil,  where  it  appears  that 
\o  good  stone,  or,  at  least,  so  durable  as  this,  can  be  procured ; 
pipe-staves  from  Mcmel, — flax  and  iron, — and  occasionally 
^«onls  from  tlic  nortli  of  England.  There  are  generally  at 
fhor  in  the  river,  between  Villa  Nova  and  Porto,  Russian, 
lilian,  Enghsh,  American,  Dutch,  Danish,  and  some  French 
iressels;  but  many  of  the  latter  nation  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Portuguese  ports.  Twi>-lhirds  of  the  shipping  to  be  seen 
,in  the  Douro,  are  British,  Brazilian,  or  Portuguese. 

The  trade  between  Porto  and  Brasil,  before  that  colony 
yiva  advanced  to  the  rank  of  an  united  kingdom  with  the 
>i«>lher-rountry,  which  look  place  shortly  after  the  court  emi- 
lied,  through  the  persuasion  of  Lord  Strangford  and  Sir  Syd- 
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ney  Smith,  from  Lisbnn  to  South  America^  tt-as  very  consider*- 
able;  for  until  that  period  Porto  had  continued  to  receive  a 
largt-:  portion  of  the  produce  of  ttte  colony,  &nd  in  fact  became 
a  general  fitlrep^t  for  the  deposit  of  South  American  sugars, 
coilee,  rice,  and  cotton^  where  purchases  of  tbcAe  articles  were 
made  for  the  consumption  of  other  nations.  When,  however^ 
unri-Ktrictcd  commuiiiCtLlion  was  permitted  to  tuke  place  di- 
recUy  between  the  ports  of  Brazil  and  those  of  other  eountxies^ 
the  extent  of  this  trade,  sn  valuable  to  Portugal,  underwent  a 
ruinous  diminution,  the  native  shipping  fell  into  disuiie,  and 
was  at  length  in  a  great  degree  aniiih'tlated.  In  fact,  the 
trade  between  Porto  and  Brasii  is  now  alitiotit  extintruished, 
foreign  vessels,  whose  charges  for  freight  and  general  expends 
arc  much  lefis  than  those  of  the  Portuguese,  having  possoescd 
thcmf^clvcs  of  nearly  the  whole  uf  the  carrying  trade  from 
Europe  to  that  country. 

With  th<!  exception  of  what  Portorequires  to  import  far  its  own 
consumption,  and  for  tliat  of  part  of  the  northern  provinces^  such 
as  dnigii,  hardware,  German  glass  and  earthenware,  cotton, 
colonial  produce,  and  2;alt  fidh,  for  which  goods  of  wrought  iron, 
linen  eluth,  cuarse  shawls,  ^hoes,  <irticles  of  dumeslic  furni- 
ture, wines,  salt,  and  Bomc  other  tilings,  are  given  in  exchange, 
^-scarcely  any  business  is  transacted  here  at  present,  as  a 
general  mart  for  the  purchase  of  assorted  articles.  The  general 
trade  of  the  country  is  fast  hastening  to  decay,  and  nothing 
can  arrest  it*  progressive  decline  but  the  cultivation  of  all 
those  resources  at  home  which  are  within  the  reach  of  industry 
and  skill;  the  establishment  of  those  manufactories  for  which 
the  couiLtry  is  qualified  ;  the  finul  abolition  of  the  privileged 
companies;  a  free  and  open  competition  in  commerce;  and, 
above  all,  a  liberal  and  enlightened  government. 

The  trade  with  the  Ea*l  Indies  is  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
the  merchants  establtehed  in  Lisbon;  but  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Cortes,  the  prc^riety  of  extending  it  to  other 
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ports  became  a  matter  of  discussion;  still,  however,  nothing 
deTinitive  was  determined  upou  the  subject.  The  Ea^t  India 
trado,  even  at  Lisbon,  is  far  below  \\^at  it  was,  for  the 
imports  were  invariably  repaid  with  gold;  and  since  the  almost 
total  disappearance  of  thin  inelal  from  the  country,  Brazil  Ijas 
drawn  a  great  portion  of  that  trade  to  ilself,  from  which  and 
the  slave  trade  it  derives  very  large  profits. 

The  manufactures  of  Portugal  are  now  almost  reduced  1u  a 
nonentity.  The  building  of  a  wooUec  manufactory  Ktiil  exists 
at  Coviiham,  but  it  does  not  prosper,  since  the  manufacture*! 
article  is  both  coarse  and  dear,  just  the  qualities  to  exclude  it 
from  any  market.  There  is  an  establishment  of  cotton-mills 
at  Tliomar,  which  has  it£  agents  in  Porto ;  but  tlie  demand  for 
cotton  twist  of  home  manufaeiure  is  very  limited,  because  tliat 
imported  from  England  is  infinitely  cheaper  and  better  in 
e^-cry  respect*  A  glass  manut£u:tory  was,  many  years  i<iiice, 
established  by  an  Englishman  at  Marinha  Grande,  near 
Lciria,  who  died  a  year  ago,  pnd  left  it  tn  the  government, 
having  amassed  thore  a  very  considerable  property.  The 
management  of  it  is  now  contided  to  Mr.  Lyne-  It  h  much 
learcd,  and  indeed  there  is  too  good  reason  for  apprehending, 
that  the  government  will  allow  this  important  manufactory  to 
^1  to  the  ground  for  the  want  of  proper  encouragement,  as  is 
he  case  with  everything  submitted  to  its  blighting  influence, 
he  glass  most  firequently  seen  in  use  is  of  German  mauufQc- 
rc,  but  its  only  recommendaiion  above  the  British  article  is 
eheapness,  the  colour  being  exceedingly  bad. 
The  export  of  Portuguese  produce,  besides  a  few  articles 
ch  as  those  already  enumerated,  and  which  are  principally 
nt  to  BahiB,  Pemambuco,  and  Rio  Janeiro,  is  almost  coa- 
ned  to  England,  Hamburg,  and  the  Bailie.  The  annual 
port  of  wine  from  Porto  to  diiferent  countries  is  said  to 
ount  to  about  sixty  thousand  pipes,  more  or  less;  and, 
addition,   to   various   parts   are   exported   refined    sugars. 
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tissues,  hats  of  very  coarse  mtcufacture,  cream  of  tartar,  pre- 
pared hides,  not  to  be  comparGd  in  any  respect  with  those 
which  are  cured  in  the  English  tan-yards, — siimacl),  aiid  the 
bitter  omngc,  for  the  apothecaries  of  Hamburg, — and  great 
quantities  of  garlic  lo  Bra.sil,^-8wect  onmgeB  and  lemons, 
almonds,  dried  fruits  and  sweetmcata,  cork  bark,  onions,  and 
vail ;  and  in  return  fcr  ibe  (xirtion  uf  these  articles  taken  by 
England,  Portugal  receives  from  our  country  woollen  cloths, 
calicoes,  lead,  copper,  iron,  flax,  RtuveA  for  pipe«,  sail'doih^  a 
small  quantity  of  gla,'*s,  hardware,  crockery,  and  drug*.  The 
importations  from  the  Baltic  consist  of  iron,  flax,  stavas  sail- 
cloth, and  a  few  other  articles^  for  which  scarcely  anything 
more  is  returned  thsm  sail. 

The  com  trade,  too,  forms  one  of  the  most  valuable  imports 
from  the  Baltic  and  the  Mediterranean ;  but  at  this  inoment  the 
introduction  of  foreign  wheat  into  the  country  is  prohibited  by 
ihc  governmenL  This  law  ia,  however,  occasionally  relaxed 
by  the  openmg  of  the  poru  once  or  twice  in  the  year  for  the 

f  admiJ^sion  of  a  limited  quantity',  which  is  regulated  by  the 

deficiencies  in  supply,  and  the.  demand  tor  consnmptioD,  To 
ascertain  the  amount  of  this  deficiency  at  any  given  time  ts  a 

*  matter  of  perfect   impoasibility  in  the  present  state  of  the 

country,  as  there  are  no  statistic  arrangements,  or  if  eo,  only 

I  imperfectly  made,  so  that  every  measure  adopted  is  quite  a 

matter  of  speculation.  The  ruUug  prices  in  the  market  serve 
as  a  stimulus  to  induce  the  government  to  allow  the  importa- 
tion of  corn  upon  the  payment  of  cortain  duties;    but  still,  sa 

I  great  is  the  scarcity  Mjmetime**^  that  a  famine  is  to  be  appre- 

hended, and  this  alarm  is  always  inereused  by  the  uncertainty 

'  of  the  supply  from  foreign  port.^,     A  great  deal  of  com,  as  has 

been  remarked  in  a  former  letter,  is  smuggled  out  of  Spain 
arm»H  the  Portuguese  frontier,  and  passed  as  of  the  growth  of 
Portugal  upon  the  payment  of  bribes  to  the  custom-house 

4  officers;    as   likewise   manuf»L-lured    tobacco,  chocolate,  and 
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great  quantities  of  aoap,  the  whole  of  which  are  under  the 
Ktm\  Privilegiu,  or  in  the  handa  of  [nonojkolizing  companievv 
"  who  purchase  from  the  crown/'  eta  a  writer  on  Portugal 
Btato*  "  at  exorbitant  rates,  the  noxious  privilege  of  pre* 
Tttitiog  the  benefits  cf  commerce  from  flowing  as  nearly 
fi»  pos^ihle  in  an  equality  to  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity/' 

About  fifty  fthip' loads  of  JVewfoumliand  codfish  ure  annually 
ivcd  in  British  bottoms^  which  may  be  considered  us  part 
of  the  return  which  England  makes  for  the  prodnce  of  For* 
tugal, 

Mirntion  however  has  been  omitted  of  the  newly-establiehed 
anufflctory  of  glass  near  Aveiro,  belonging  to  Jozo  Ferreira 
Pinto  Basto,  of  Lisbon,  which  is  still  in  its  infancy.  From 
the  samples  which  have  already  been  examined,  tliere  is  c^ry 
prubabihty  of  the  speculator  being  able  to  produce  an  article 
of  gcod  quality.  Adjoining  to  this  establishment,  and  helong- 
iag  to  the  same  person,  a  manufacture  of  porcelain  has  been 
attempted;  but  it  is  not  supposed  tijat  it  will  ever  turn  out  a 
lucrative  undertaking,  as  the  English  exporters  can  bring 
into  the  market  an  article  much  better  manufactured^  and  at 
much  less  price. 

Frcah  meat  is  excellent  at  Porto,  particularly  pork,  during 

e  season,  and  beef,  joints  of  which  are  very  frequently  sent 

most  acceptable  preHents>  by  the  steam-v&ssel,  to  friends  at 

Fowisp  fish,  such  as  turbot,  sole>^r  plaice,  flounders, 

d  gurnelt  the  former,  however,   not   being  so  common  as 

e  latter, — vegetables,  and  fruits,  may  be  procured  nearly 

roughout  the  year.      Ln  the  provincial  towns,  sheep  and 

eo  are  slaughtered  only  cverj'  other  day;  and  such  is  the 

petition  to  obtain  even  a  smaii  quuntily  of  fresh  meat,  that 

e  whole  brought  to  market  is  disposed  of  at  a  very  early 

ur.     The  price  of  meat  by  the  poimd  varies  ironi  threepence 

fourpenec ;  potatoes  are  sold  for  two  shiUings  tbe  biLshel ;  a 


1^™ 
^wy 


ma  PORTUGAL 

small  dinner  roll  costs  &  penny,  which  Is  r^nsi^lered  dear  \ 
a  good  gallinha  about  two  shilling  and  threepence,  for  which 
eight  to^ttofns,  or  three  shillings  and  Dinepence,  would  be 
charged  at  Lifibon. 

Bread  is  so  dear,  that  for  the  lower  orders  it  may  be  re- 
garded aa  a  delicacy.  A  bundle  of  wcx>d  for  fuel,  or  a  handful 
of  grass  for  miik-a,  art:  often  ihe  only  marketable  articles  which 
make  it  worth  the  labour  of  a  peasant  to  walk  a  conside- 
rable di»lance  into  a  neighbouring  town-  For  more  wealthy 
purchasers,  large  logs  of  pioc-wood  ore  brought  in  on  country 
carts  drawn  by  oxen.  ITake,  cut  in  slices  and  fried  in  oil  on  the 
quays,  la  the  ordinary  food  of  the  Bailors,  and  is  washed  down 
with  a  little  nortli-countiy  wine,  which  may  be  had  in  the  con- 
tiguous winG-houaes  at  a  very  moderate  price.  We  have  often 
amused  ourselven  with  observing  the  sailors  either  consuming 
{  huge  r^liccs  of  water-melons,  or  themselves  dressing  their  sar- 

i  dinhas  on  little  brasiers  containing  charcoal,  round  which  they 

are  seen  in  large  groups  squatted  on  their  hams,  in  a  state  of 
semi-nudily,   with  their  red  woollen  nightcaps  and  swarthy 
complexions,  resembling  aparty  of  Caribbce  Indians. 
'  The  form  of  the  Porto  fi^hlng-boats  is  perfectly  beautiful, 

'  though  the  framework  and  side  planks  arc  extremely  solid, 

p  They  have  a  latine  sail,  and  a  rough  pine  for  the  tnast,  so 

fixed  as  to  be  easily  struck  in  passing  under  the  bridge  of 
boiifSj  close  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  above  or  below 
which  the  crews,  consisting  often  of  twenty  men,  haul  in  shore 
for  the  purpose  of  talcing  in  their  provisions  and  slock  of  wine 
for  the  night.  The  fishery  off  the  coast  of  Portugal  is  of  in- 
calculable impurtsince,  as  supplying  the  principal  part  of  lh€ 
food  of  the  labouring  classes. 

The  expenses  of  housekeeping  in  some  parts  of  Portugal  arc 

inconsiderable.   In  the  fortified  town  of  Elvas,  situated  near  the 

fiiuidiana,  on  the  frontierof  the  Aientejo,  about  tliree  leagues  and 

,  t  half  from  fiadajoz,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  a  good  family 
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houftemay  be  prcicured,  as  has  been  stated^  for  about  six  poiiiuU 
for  the  twelvemonth.  Bread  of  tiie  finest  quality  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Badcijoz  for  one  |)enny  the  pound,  and  meal  from 
twopence  to  fourpcnce;  wine  one  penny  the  bottle;  milk  one 
peony  a  full  quart;  oranges  twelve  the  penny;  three  |>ome* 
granateft  for  twopence,  and  a  turkey  for  about  one  shilling  and 
Bixjience.  ColDnial  produce,  however,  is  nearly  ten  per  cent 
dearer  than  in  Lisbon,  owing  to  the  additional  charge  for  car- 
viage ;  but  even  in  Elva^  very  good  Brasil  coflee  i&  to  be  pur- 
chased for  about  fourtccnpcnce  the  pound,  and  refined  sugar 
fiir  sixjietjce. 

It  has  been  mentioned  also  in  a  recent  publication,  that  in 
Spai^ish  Rslremaduia  a  person  witli  an  income  of  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  may  support  with  comfort  a  lai^  family, 
and  crcn  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  carriage-  There,  we  hear, 
that  the  finest  bread  is  at  little  more  than  one  halfpenny  the 
pound;  that  meat  and  wine,  both  good  of  their  kinds,  are 
proportiouably  cheap,  and  that  vegetables  are  to  be  had  in 
abundance;  that  labourers  in  husbandry  are  to  be  hired  for 
about  seven-pence  by  the  day.  and  a  female  servant  for  about 
two  pounds  sterling,  as  wages,  for  the  whole  year.  Good 
pasture  ia  to  be  procured  for  cattle  at  a  price  not  worth  the 
statement;  and  the  sweet  acorns,  which  make  tlie  pork  so  de- 
licious at  Porto  and  in  other  parts  of  Portugal,  grow  wild,  and 
to  be  had  for  the  gathering.     Such  are  the  allurements  to 

residence  in  these  parts  of  the  peniaaula;  aad  yet.  who,  ac- 
cuxtomt^d  lo  the  blessings  ofa  free  governmentp  would  exchange 
bis  happy  independence,  with  whatever  hardships  accompa- 
nied, for  the  che»p  and  miserable  luxuries  of  the  south,  where 
tlic  iron  gtuftp  of  bigotry  and  despotism  arrest  all  improvement* 
and  the  terrors  wielded  by  the  priesthood  guard  the  avenue* 
A^nst  the  admission  of  any  change  for  the  better! 

The  heat  of  the  climate  is  such,  that  mahogany  furuilure 
,0oon  warps,  unless  confined  by  binders  of  brass ;  and  so  in- 
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tense  is  the  degree  which  is  felt  at  this  season  of  the  year  in 
the  inland  parts  of  Portugal,  that  it  is  almost  insupportable. 
We  are  tormented  iocessantly  by  a  variety  of  persecuting  in^ 
sects.  Had  Nero  been  emperor  of  this  country,  posterity 
would  not  here  have  been  so  ready  to  stigmatise  him  as  a 
tyrant;  nor  would  they,  as  at  present,  be  exposed  to  the 
grievous  tyranny  of  flies. 

The  bed-frames  in  the  best  houses  are  obliged  to  be  fre* 
quently  taken  to  pieces  and  scoured,  in  order  to  keep  another 
plague  within  bounds;  but  in- the  Estalagems  or  inns,  the 
floors  of  the  rooms  seem  never  to  be  washed,  and  not  very  fre- 
quently swept;  while  the  appearance  of  the  waits,  and  the 
state  of  the  furniture  of  the  beds,  sutnciently  indicate  the  un- 
clean habits  of  their  occasional  occupants.  Nor  is  the  filthy 
condition  of  these  inns,  if  they  deserve  the  name,  at  all  com* 
pensated  for  by  linen,  white  as  the  driven  snow,  frilled  towels 
and  pillow-cases,  and  a  bed  as  hard  as  a  flagstone.  The  very 
walls  have  their  numerous  tenants ;  and  before  retiring  to  rest, 
it  is  usual  to  institute  a  strict  search  afEer  enemies,  and  to  an-* 
ticipate  nocturnal  attacks  by  committing  previous  murder  in 
the  wholesale. 

In  the  better  class  of  houses  the  sheets  are  frequently 
flounced  with  a  deep  border  of  muslin,  as  in  almost  every 
instance  are  the  pillow-cases  and  hand-towels  with  open- 
worked  muslin  of  a  fine  texture  at  either  end,  which  has  a 
very  pretty  appearance-  This  custom,  it  is  said,  formerly  pre- 
vailed in  England. 

Upon  arriving  at  an  Estalagem,  the  traveller,  if  his  '*  Condea- 
sa"  be  not  well  furnished,  must  prepare  himself  to  put  up  with 
very  meagre  fare.  His  best  chance  will  be  a  half-starved  fowl, 
whose  throat  has  been  cut  in  honour  of  his  arrival,  and  which 
has  been  immersed  for  a  few  minutes  in  scalding  water,  in 
order  to  accelerate  the  process  of  removing  the  feathers,  which 
are  instantly  stripped  ofl^  with  the  skin.     The  master,  mistress. 
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and  flcnrants,  arc  olmcut  always  necn  without  shoes  and  stock? 
iDgs,  luxuries  uncommon:    while  the  children  are  sullered  In 
1  in  the  dust  of  the  roads,  either  quite  naked,  or  clothed 
y  in  ascnnty  fihirt. 

The  ancient  distnft'  is  in  univerhal  uac  among  the  fcmalo 
antry,  whose  short  jackel«,  neat  caps  aiid  kerchiefs,  and 
ionai  us«  of  mpn  s  habi.  adorned  witii  a  broad  band  and 
kic,  and  black  feathers,  with  their  blue  petticoats,  ofUrn 
mind  i»  of  the  hcroincfi,  worthy  descendant*  of  Owen  Glen- 
r,  who  re»i£ted  the  invaders  of  the  sacred  soi)  of  the  Prin- 
ip^Ktyat  Fishguard.    The  brims  of  the  peasants'  hats  in  this 
clistrict  are  usually  looped  up,  and  omamented  with  rosettex 
,^of  black  cotton  or  Mik. 

H*  The  arrangement  of  an  Efital^ij^em  i&  generally  to  hare  an 
H^xni  space  in  front,  on  one  side  of  which  is  a  door  leading  into 
H9ie  dork  receptacle  for  the  mul^^, — fur  it  doca  not  deserve  the 
^namcofa  stable — and  on  the  other  is  a  sort  of  dungeou,  dreary 
and  dark,  in  which  are  placed,  ^ide  by  side,  numerous  coarse 
bags  stuffed  with  »tmw,  or  leasts  of  Indian  corn,  for  muleteers 
foot-passcn^rs.  A  stono  fitaircasc,  invariably  covered 
ith  filth,  and  must  frequently  W-set  by  ?»turdy  and  importu- 
te  b^^rs,  whoK  clasped  hands  and  eaine^it  entreaties  it  is 
t  impoAJ&ihIe  lo  re-Vt»^T>  leaHji  up  to  a  landing-place,  or 
eatiog-room,  common  to  all  comers,  on  eitlier  side  of  which 
are  doors  to  the  dilVerent  cupboarcbi,  for  they  cannot  be  called 
bed-rooms,  which  nevertheless  ordinary  travellers  are  content 
to  occupy,  or  talhL^r  share  witli  the  native  Pessevajo«.  Such 
an  apartment  beinf;  "  bctn  retirado/*  is,  under  the  feeling  of 
latigue,  often  ucccptcd ;  but  it  must  serve  for  bed,  big^age, 
and  dressing- room.  In  nio&t  inatanccs  it  is  agreeably  situated 
over  the  plane  where  the  muW  are  ^hut  in  for  the  night,  and 
there  being  certain  apertures  in  the  floor,  the  traveller  may  be 
said  to  have  aconstacit  eye  ii|mii  his  beast.  In  addition  to  this 
advantage,  another  should  be  recorded  as  equally  conUributiog 


W5  POKTUO'AL 

to  the  vigilance  and  security  of  niaa  and  bea»t.  In  order  to 
koep  evil  spirits  at  a  dUtance,  and  to  enable  them  to  corutume 
the  nece^ary  quantity  of  food,  the  mules  are  led  ^landing  at 
night  with  a  multitude  of  bells  appended  to  their  collars, 
whose  jingling  sounds,  "  most  musical,  n\o»i  melancholy,"  form 
a  pleasing  interruption  to  the  slumbers  of  the  weary  traveller, 

Aecording  to  an  idle  custom  universally  [)revciill»g  through* 
.out  Portugal,  both  mules  and  borsc8  are  never  suftcrcd  to  lie 
down  in  their  stalls^  the  filthy  state  of  which  wculd  impose 
rather  too  severe  a  burden  upon  the  indu^tiy  of  Portuguese 
grooms,  were  the  poor  animals  permittetl  to  lake  their  rest  as 
in  England.  The  efforts  made  by  the  mules,  whenever  op- 
portunity occurs  on  the  journey,  to  enjoy  a  rull,  is  frequently 
productive  of  very  ludicrous  aecidents,  and  parUcularly  in 
crossing  a  ford.  We  have  observed  that  the  muleteers  gene- 
rally use  a  large  coarse  glove,  made  of  hemp,  when  cleaning 
their  mules,  instead  of  rubbing  them  down,  as  with  us,  with 
good  wlspi  of  dry  straw.  Canary  seed  is  commonly  culttratcd 
for  being  mixed  with  Indian  corn,  while  the  straw  is  considered 
to  be  a  more  nutritious  food  for  mules  and  horses  of  burden 
tlian  the  very  best  hay. 

The  muleteers  seem  to  hold  a  sort  of  intelligible  convcrwi'- 
tion  with  their  Fregalas,  whose  inovL'ments  are  direcled  prin* 
cipally  by  tlie  voice.  Some  of  these  mules  are  fine  creatures, 
and  beautifully  shaped,  of  great  strength,  and  almost  inex- 
haustible spirit.  From  fifty  to  sixty  guineas  are  frequently 
given  for  thern^  as  it  is  knowu  that  their  hardiness  and  endur* 
anoe  of  fatigue  are  admirably  adapfcil  tn  conquer  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  nearly  impai^sable  roadfi  of  the  provinces.  Tra^ 
TetlerA,  who  are  unequal  to  nup[Nirl  the  jolling  on  had  roads 
under  an  almost  vertical  sun,  and  who  dislike  the  uneven  paces 
of  a  mule^  which  generally  produce  fi^vensh  sensations,  usually 
hire  a  Liteira,  which  resembles  a  double  Bath-chair,  and  is 
suspended  by  strong  poles  between  two  mules,  the  foremost 
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of  which  is  always  led  by  the  g:tndc.  The  price  of  a  Litcira 
varies  from  twelve  to  fifteeii  shillings  a  clay,  exclusive  of  grft* 
tuitics  aad  Lhc  food  of  the  muleteer. 

The  iTiulet*'P-rs  undergo  very  great  fatigue,  and  often  in  the 
beat  of  the  day  keep  up  a  running  pace  with  the  mutes,  when 
put  u»  their  full  speed,  Like  the  re&tofiheir  countrymen,  they 
are  invariably  furnished  with  a  capote,  upon  the  principle 
that  what  keeps  out  cold  will  iiecessaiily  keep  out  hc;it.  In 
dressing  their  machos,  and  in  feeding  themselves,  they  exhibit 
an  equal  degree  of  providence;  for,  however  the  m^^ter  may 
fare  upstairs,  the  muleteer  is  certain  of  being  speedily  served 
with  his  omelet  swimming  in  oil,  stewed  chicken  and  rice, 
strdinhos,  garlic,  and  measure  of  wine.  We  have  observed  in 
the  muleteers  a  respect,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  for  the  external 
ceremonies  of  religion*  which  we  could  not  but  approve,  in  at- 
tending mass  whenever  )>ossihle,  and  at  however  early  an  hour 
previous  to  our  departure  from  a  place  where  we  have  passed 
the  night.  lutuxicalioii  is  rarely  known  among  the  labouring 
clasAcs;  but  eating  voraciously  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
accomplishment  in  Portugal;  though  from  the  loud  talking,  or 
rather  the  constant  din  of  stunning  vociferatiout  which  chorac- 
teri«e*(  tlie  ordinary  nieetingis  of  Portuguese  at  their  mealw,  one 
would  ftiipposc  that  there  would  be  much  more  of  *' sayings 
tlian  doings  "  on  such  occasions. 

Books,  we  find,  arc  not  commonly  m  use  among  the  military 
and  ecclesiastical  classes,  hut  arc  chiefly  confined  to  the  libra- 
ries of  the  intelligent  merchants,  in  one  of  which  we  have  been 
shown  a  collection  that,  for  the  taste  and  judgment  exhibited 
in  its  fomiation,  though,  perhaps,  not  for  its  extent,  might  have 
challenged  the  approbation  of  Lorenzo  himself. 

£lra3»  it  is  said,  with  a  population  of  ten  tfaonsond  souls, 
and  a  garrison  uf  five  thousand  men,  bus  not  one  brx»ksclIer*B 
shop.  Is  not  tlus  owing  to  the  recent  influence  of  the  Iitquiai- 
tioo,  and  the  pre^nt  |x>wer  of  the  priesthood!     Ignorance  ut 
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certainly  the  elder  cbild  of  despotism  and  bigotry.  The  book-^ 
•cllers'  Hhopfl  in  Porto  appear  to  contain  larger  and  better 
colleclions  tliuii  thua^e  of  Lisbon.  The  Jubabitants  of  Porto  arc 
indeed  infinitely  more  enbghtened  thtm  the  servile  natives  of 
the  Portuguese  metropolis. 

Fountains  in  Portugal  are  as  common  as  in  the  towns  of 
France  and  Switzerland,  a  drawing  of  one  of  which  shall  be  sent 
home  for  your  inspection*  Those  at  Porto  have  generally  two 
ciaLems,  for  private  and  public  purposes,  with  a  notice  affixed 
over  ea£h,  as  "Para  Particulares''  on  one  aide,  and  on  the 
other,  "  Para  Aguardes/'  Linen,  to  use  a  phraj^  of  the  tub, 
la  beautifully  got  up  in  every  part  of  Portugal.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible but  that,  under  the  influence  of  such  a  bright  and 
ardent  sun,  both  muslins  and  cottons  should  be  bleached  to 
perfection.  Indeed,  ordinary  cotton  stockings  of  British  ma- 
nufacture lose  their  brown  colour  after  being  washed  two  or 
tlirce  limes,  and  become  perfectly  while  from  exposure  to  the 
air  and  sun. 

The  system  of  passports  here  is  infamously  managed,  and,  in 
fact,  is  nothing  lesx  than  the  hateful  remnant  of^  a  tynumical 
autocracy.  We  have  been  toisedtscnitinir^d, noted,  and  vistoed 
ten  times  over-  White  the  pert  officer  of  pcilice  is  taking  down 
the  traveller's  "Idade  Annos"  and  "Altura  PoUegadas,"  so 
many,  '=  Roslo/'  "  Cabetlo,*'  "  Sobrolhos/"  "Olhos,^'  -'  Narix." 
"  Bocca,"  "  Barba,"  and  "  C6r,'^  the  unfortunate  victim  of 
the  clerk's  curiosity  feels  to  look  like  the  poacher  in  Bun* 
bury's  caricattire,  who  Is  standing  before  a  magistrate,  and  for 
very  shnme  squeezing  hifl  hat  into  a  thousand  fnrm,s.  The 
reason  ai^signed  for  visiting  travellers  with  this  severe  annoy- 
ance, is  the  present  disturbed  state  of  the  country ;  but  is  there 
any  probability  of  a  change  for  the  better  ?  Who  ever  heard 
of  unbridled  authority  imposing  restrictions  upon  freedom,  and 
afterwards  a^  willingly  withdrawing  them  ?  They  manai^c  these 
things  &r   better   under  the  purer  constitutional  atinosphcic 
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o^d4^ar  tild  England-  Is  it  comistent  with  the  liberly  which 
should  be  enjoyed  under  a  free  form  of  government,  that  neither 
pe»»aiit  ntiT  Birli«an  cni^  jinjcced  three  le^tgues  from  his  place  of 
cx^upation  without  enduring:  the  previous  insulte  of  the  pass- 
port ^^yatem  ?  The  restraints  which  reason  and  equal  law  im- 
pose, no  one  would  contend  against ; 

For  just  AKpericrcc  tells  in  every  eoiJ, 

Tint  llioee  who  Ititrtk  iau»l  guv^rn  thole  lh«t  loll ; 

but  oppression  is  not  the  sort  of  rule  that  will  be  ever  acknow* 
ledgcd  as  good,  and  therefore  necessary,  by  an  inbahitiint  of 
tJiat  countryr  wherCf 

SUim  o*ur  eeth  bowrii  R^hmiii  holds  ticT  siate^ 

Pride  m  tlicu  port,  ilefiance  in  their  eyo, 

X  tvt  tW  lorxla  of  Ijumoji  kiaJ  pnas  l>jr ; 

latent  on  high  designs,  «  thoughtful  bnndi 

By  forms  unlnahionccl,  (Vpah  from  Nnture'i  hand ; 

Fierce  ill  Uicir  nallv^^  linnlinvm  orHtuI, 

True  to  inin[inc<]  riiiht,  nhcvc  controul ; 

While  c'cQ  iha  pcaiHiiTit  boosts  thcGo  rights  lo  vcu!. 

And  Jtiotiu  tor4]ncntc  hivjself  nsmtiu. 

Goldsmith'*  Taavbllsii. 

The  Portuguese  peRsanlry  are  remarkably  civil  to  strangers, 
wherever  they  are  met  on  the  roads,  and  whether  seated,  or 
even  recumbent,  invariably  rise  up  as  the  traveller  [ms^«,  lo 
pay  him  their  customary  testimonies  of  reapect,  and  with  a 
degree  of  kindness  to  an  Englishman,  whenever  he  js  recog- 
nised as  Auch,  that  i^  peculiarly  gratifying.  We  were  of 
conr!<e  always  itcrupulously  exact  in  returning  rfie  civil  and 
well-inteDtioued  salutations  of  these  kind-hearted  people.  It 
is  not  an  uncommon  event  by  any  means  in  the  northern  pro* 
Tincca,  to  sec  women  driving  the  small  country  carts,  bedecked 
with  gold  necklaces  and  fine  ear-rings,  probably  the  heir-looms 
of  the  family^  and  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other, as  is  tlie  case  in  Normandy  and  Switzerland.    The 
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children  even  of  ])easants  are  often  met  with,  tending  pi'ga,  or 
following  cattle,  whose  little  fingers  arc  loaded  wth  rings 
either  of  goH  or  silver;  whiUt  in  every  other  re*ipect  their 
drcsi  would  bespeak  their  habits  to  be  of  the  most  primitive 
desuriplion. 

The  absentee  system  conlribmes  very  much  to  increase  the 
wretchedness  of  this  clasR  of  pL-rsons  in  Portugal,  The  fidal- 
gos  and  other  landholders  reaide  principally  in  the  towns,  and 
leave  the  management  of  their  estates  to  farmers  of  the  rents, 
whose  grinding  oppression  cruelly  diminished  the  few  comforts 
within  the  reach  ttf  the  jxMjr  peasantry  ;  while  every  feelinj^  of 
mutual  goodwill  and  reciprocal  interest,  which  should  unite 
the  lord  and  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  under  one  common  bond, 
is  totally  destroyed,  and  with  these,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
every  idea  of  patriotisnu  The  institution  of  the  Misericorde 
at  Porto,  for  administering  to  the  wants  of  the  aged,  poor,  and 
sick,  has  for  some  time,  we  are  informed,  been  managed  by  a 
committee  of  fidalgos,  who  have  shown  that  they  think  charity 
begins  at  home,  by  plundering  the  funds  to  provide  for  their 
extravagant  expenditure, — no  great  inducement  this  for  per- 
sons henceforward  to  bequeath  money  to  an  establishment  so 
conducted.  Here,  as  at  Lisbon,  we  have  seen  csLses  of 
hydrocele  aud  hernia  disgustingly  exhibited  in  the  open 
street,  with  the  view  of  exciting  the  commiseration  of  pas- 
sengers. 

The  labourers  in  thequarricaon  the  banks  of  the  Douro  near 
Porto,  whom  we  have  obser^'ed  on  our  excursions  up  the  river 
converting  stone  for  the  line  of  newquay,  now  forming  along  t]ic 
Porto  side  of  the  river,  gt-t  about  three  hundred  reli  for  their 
day  s  work,  which  commences  shortly  after  four  in  the  mom- 
ing,  and  is  continued,  with  three  hours  rest,  during  the  extreme 
heat  of  the  day,  beyond  Buuset.  Immediately  below  the 
public  school,  and  a  little  way  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
an  immense  portion  of  the  overhanging  rock  suddenly  ft^ 
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fiomc  short  time  since,  and  deetroyed  a  number  of  persons 
who  had  assembled  ftt  a  pretty  fountaiEi  neai'  aqiiinia,  whither 
the  Sue  view  obtained  thence  down  the  river  had  attracted 
them. 

One  of  the  finest  streets  in  Porto  is  the  Rna  Nativida.  It 
forms  the  continuation  of  the  Cal^ada  dos  Cnnfis,  wherv  the 
market  people  principally  assemble.  At  the  lop  is  situated 
tiie  beautiful  cinirch  of  the  Clerieos.  From  the  part  whero 
these  two  streets  divide,  the  Rua  das  Hortos  begins^  and  ter* 
minates  in  tlie  Rua  Nova  Alniada.  Clos«  to  the  Rua  d*entre 
Vendas,  where  small  wines  are  sold,  is  a  sort  of  covered  pas- 
sage, or  little  bazaar  for  inferior  shops,  where  the  country 
people  are  accustomed  to  make  their  purchases.  In  the  Rua 
Largo  da  Feira^  bread,  dried  fish,  fruits  aod  vegetables  of  all 
sorts,  are  sold,  as  well  as  groceries  and  other  necessaries.  Tho 
Rua  daft  Flores,  however,  is  the  principal  street  at  Porto,  and 
in  which  the  best  shops  in  every  line  of  business  are  situatedt 
and  where  any  article  almost  of  English  manufacture  may  be 
procured.  At  an  "Armazem  de  Papel  de  todas  qualidadcs," 
wc  observed  a  shield  of  the  Norwich  Union  fire  office  placed 
over  the  door.  In  the  Rua  dcs  Domingos  arc  the  bank  Of 
Caixa  Fili:al  do  Ranco  de  Lt^boa,  the  grand  front  of  the  Do* 
minican  convent,  and  principal  entrance  into  their  church. 
At  tlie  end  of  tlw  Rua  d;is  Flores,  and  overlooking  the  Largo 
da  Fcira,  istlie  large  Benedictine  nunnery,  in  whose  beautiful 
chapel  the  sublimest  music  is  frequently  heard. 
.  There  is  a  fine  fountain  of  excellent  water  in  the  Ruade 
bcllo  Monte,  which  is  to  the  left  up  a  stfep  streel.  forming  the 
continuation  in  a  northern  direction  of  the  Run  des  Dommgos, 
and  another  beautiful  fountain  in  the  Pra^a  de  Sahta  Theresa. 
From  the  summit  of  the  elegant  tower  of  the  Clerlgos,  a  most 
commanding  view  maybe  obtained  over  the  town  and  neighbour^ 
ing  wooded  heights,  the  windings  of  the  Douro,  a  large  extent 
of  coast,  Emd  the  Atlantic  ocean.    The  view  from  the  northerly 
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temtcc  of  the  Scrra  convent  above  the  left  bank  ofihe  Douro* 
comprises  llie  public  and  private  buildings  of  the  city,  and  the 
rematiiwof  tlie  old  town  wall.  The  corridor*  of  the  oonvent 
are  extremely  long.  ai»  mny  be  supposed  from  the  almost  in- 
terminable line  of  building  wliich  looks  to^vards  Porto.  From 
the  eastern  terrace,  at  the  end  of  the  corridor,  a  little  chapel 
is  distinguished  at  about  six  miles  distancer  perched  nearly  on 
the  loftiest  sumTmt  of  the  Serra,  in  which  arc  the  coal-nunea 
of  Vallonga. 

The  monkfi  arc  of  the  order  of  AagU8tine«,  and  posACflft  very 
extensive  demesnes,  which  an?  laid  out  into  field^»  pleasure 
gardens,  orchards,  orange  and  lemon  groves^  with  the  addition 
of  fountains  and  an  aqueduct.  The  rigour  of  their  discipline 
never  pennits  tlicm  to  quit  the  paradise  in  which  they  arc 
confined  ;  but  they  have  their  rabbit-warren^  and  preserve*  for 
game,  which,  with  their  religious  occupations  and  employment 
in  the  surrounding  grounds,  serve  to  beguile  the  lime.  We 
took  a  walk  one  evening  in  the  gardens  Mitli  tlic  prior,  a 
venerable  old  man^  who  was  distinguished  from  his  brethren 
by  wearing  a  ring,  fiet  with  a  large  amethynt,  on  the  middle 
finger  of  hi»  right  hand,  and  a  large  silver  cross  worn  round 
the  neck. 

Passing  under  the  Hamada,  or  walk  of  \ines^  which  arch 
overhead  on  tielhA'Work,  supported  by  rude  granite  colunm* 
about  nine  feet  high,  we  came  to  a  piece  of  ground,  the  extent 
of  twenty  acres,  situated  to  the  north-east  of  the  convent,  arid 
this  year  bearing  a  crop  of  Indian  com,  which  is  estimated, 
iicconling  to  the  prior's  statement,  to  contain  al)oul  twenty* 
seven  loads  of  produce,  each  load  being  reckoned  forty  alcal- 
dcA  of  corn,*  and  the  alcalde  to  be  worth  a  cmsado  novo,  or 
ninety  shillings  the  load  in  our  money.  Thence  we  ascended 
to  the  summit  of  the  aqueduct,  which  runs  down  to  the  convent, 
and  passes  over  a  mill  that  is  worked  by  the  superfluous  water; 
and  enjoyed  [nnu  that  elevated  position  a  still  more  superb  view 
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to  the  east,  of  the  line  of  high  pointed  moantaitiR  in  the  distance, 
and  a  conically  shaped  hill,  apparently  of  white  grajiitc,  with 
the  little  chapel  on  it«  summit  e^illec]  San  Ciisme ;  a  noble 
reach  of  the  river,  nnd  the  buildings  on  the  right  bank,  includ- 
ing ii  large  till leiiaii ted  niAnsioii,  railed  the  Quinta  de  Preijo, 
to  the  bii^hop  s  public  school,  as  it  is  calledt  nnd  which  in  not 
yet  completeii.  Down  the  river  a^^in  to  the  westward,  a  fine 
expanse  of  water  ib  seen»  witli  part  of  the  city  of  Porto  in  the 
centre  of  the  view,  the  remainder  being  laterccpted  by  the 
conTcnt  groves  aad  buildings. 

Rut  llio  i^ioHt  inlerexting  prospect  hy  far  U  uhlatried  from  a 
fimall  chapel  advanced  on  a  terrace,  whieh  immediately  fronts 
the  weft}.,  and  overhang  Villa  Nova  and  the  ininien>te  iiiHga- 
zmeB  in  which  the  Douro  wines  arc  deposited,  commanding 
the  whole  city,  a  ccmsidcrable  circuit  of  the  river,  the  dieerful 
hill  of  Gaia,  with  the  remains  of  an  old  building  on  ita  summit, 
£ih»ely  n-piiu^d  »  Caj^tello  d<is  Mouro^,  a  little  below  Villa 
Nova,  and  apparently  locking  up  the  Douro,  as  you  will  find 
in  the  sketch  wbteli  acctiinpanieA  lliiH  letter.  It  is  by  &r  the 
prettiest  object  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Porto.  To  the 
right  again,  tlie  view  falU  upon  the  bridge  of  boats,  the  vessels 
of  diflerenc  nations  at  anchor  below  it,  and  the  new  line  of 
quay  which  runs  pamilel  with  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

In  the  gardens  of  the  quintas,  small  channels  of  water,  kept 
constantly  Riled  from  some  overflowing  fountaio,  are  do  skil- 
fully eonfilnictcd,  ns  to  furnish  a  never-failing  supply  of  mois- 
larc  to  the  shrubs  and  plantations,  which  would  otherwise  in 
enmmer  be  burnt  up  by  the  heat.  The  uiim  at/jurtf^cir  ntcm  is 
well  known  in  poeticaldescription^but  in  Portugal,  l)eside£  over- 
shadowing their  nrtificiol  supporters,  the  vines  are  seen  attaching 
themselTea  to,  or  hanging  down  in  luxuriant  festoons  from  forc^gt 
trccft,  such  as  the  oak,  chestnut,  and  cork,  in  all  the  wiidncs^ 
of  nature,  and  not  unfrequ^itly  insinuating  ihcrrisctvcs  among 
the  branches  of  myrtlc-lrees,  which  attain  a  considcrBbic  size 
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in  the  hedge-rows,  and  contrasting  their  large  purple  bunches 
mth  the  snow-white  blossom.  The  union  13  truly  poetical, 
Hnd  its  novelty  is  charming  to  the  eye  of  a  northern  traveller, 
You  shall  have  a  sketch  of  the  myrtle  and  vine  in  conjunction, 
fiiithfully  represenied,  A  vine  is  often  purposely  planted  by 
the  farracr  under  an  oak  tree,  whose  boughs  it  soon  overruns, 
repaying  the  little  labour  expended  in  its  cuUi\'ation  by  its 
fruit*  and  the  lop  of  its  branches.  Ten  pipes  of  green  wine, 
t;in/io  verde,  expressed  from  these  grapes,  will  yield  one  pipe 
of  excellent  brandy.  Being  light  and  sharp,  the  vinho  >'erde 
is  preferred  by  the  generality  of  Portuguese,  in  the  summer, 
to  wines  of  superior  strength  and  quality. 

The  golden  pippin-trees  are  here  in  as  declining  a  state  ag 
they  are  in  England.  Great  care^  however,  is  taken  in  their 
cultivation  ;  Mid  at  one  of  the  quintas,  where  we  were  hospi- 
tably received,  we  were  surprised  with  finding  a  nursery  of 
tliem  amounting  to  nearly  a  thousandj  and  apparently  in  a 
very  healthy  conditifHi.  It  is  observed,  however,  that  they 
invariably  become  cankered  after  the  growth  of  a  few  years. 
Cider  is  said  to  have  been  first  known  in  Africa^  and  thence  to 
have  made  its  way  across  the  Iberian  and  Lusitanisin  penin- 
sula, by  the  Pyrenees,  into  France  and  Normandy,  and  ulti- 
mately into  our  country.  Were  not  the  vine  so  lujc^ruuit  in 
Portugal,  the  inhabitants  might  be  disposed  to  turn  their 
attentioii  to  the  increase  of  apple-trees,  which  woutd  aiv^y 
repay  every  care  bestowed  upon  them  by  their  .rich  p^dd^KEft 
calculated  alike  for  the  table  and  the  press.  The-brdiQctmiir 
the  fruit-trees  are  literally  breaking  down  under  the.wei|^ 
which  has  increased  upon  them.  Little  care,  howwer>-  w 
taken  to  prevent  the  mischief  by  the  application  of  prbpsj;  fee 
such  is  the  climate  and  fertility  of  the  soil,  that  tiie  ensuing 
spring  commonly  repairs  the  injury,  and  the  vigour  of  the  tree 
seems  never  to  be  exhausted.  The  young  treea  are  generally 
very  great  bearers. 
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We  have  observed  tlmt  the  orange  trees  do  not  flourish  in 
the  gurduis  of  those  quintan  which  are  situated  near  the  ;«ca> 
the  u|>|>er  branches  uppearjiig  to  be  blighted  by  the  influence 
of  the  briny  atmasphcrc.  To  propagate  them,  a  circular  inci- 
sioti  is  first  made  in  the  bark  of  a  brunch,  and  tiien  a  piccT  of 
cork  of  cylindrical  shape,  filled  with  moi^^t  earth,  is  placed 
round  it  about  half  u  fuut  in  length.  This  may  perha|^s  l)e 
done  in  the  spring  of  one  year,  and  by  the  month  of  January 
followiti^  roots  huve  protruded  from  the  incision,  beh»w  which 
the  branch  is  about  timt  time  cut  off  and  planted  in  the  ground. 
It  produces  fruit  sooner  than  the  trees  which  are  raised  from 
»ecd ;  but  these  la3t,  though  of  slower  growth^  are  generally 
more  stout  and  hearty  tlian  the  furmer,  and  yield  a  better 
fruit,  while  the  quantity  may  be  smaller.  The  sour  orange 
tree,  not  being  so  i^ucculent  as  the  sweet,  gives  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  fruit,  which  exceeds  the  sweet  orange  in  size. 
It  bag  a  very  thick  rind,  with  an  inner  c-overing  that  resembles 
woo],  is  rather  bitter,  and,  though  not  »o  sour  as  the  lemon,  is 
yet  frequently  u^d  tu  making  lemonade.  The  arttndo  dottar^ 
favoured  by  the  lieat  of  the  climate,  grows  to  a  conf^itlerablc 
licight,  and  acquiring  a  degree  of  solidity,  is  very  useful  in  the 
formalioii  of  fences  for  \ineyards,  and  the  framework  of  espa- 
liers. Chestnut  trees  are  commonly  cultivated  in  thi^  part  of 
Portugal,  with  the  view  of  providing  an  additional  supply  of 
hoop^  for  wine-casks. 

The  garden  of  a  beautiful  quinta,  in  the  parish  of  Aventas, 
where  we  have  been  received  with  splendid  hospitality,  con- 
tains cedar,  cypress,  and  palm  trees,  of  cmviiderable  size, — 
numerous  Brasilian  plants,  among  which  the  gaudy  scarlet  of 
the  hibiscus  ^ccmtis  is  pre-eminently  attractive^' — and  a  large 
ty  of  exoticd  from  other  regions, — orange,  lemon,  and 
lime  trees,  growing  in  the  utmost  luxuriance, — Cataloiiian 
jasminef  and  a  profusion  of  foreign  ckmntis,  attached  to  and 
completely  covering  the  front  of  llie  houae.     The  balmy  stale 
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of  the  surrouiiding  atmofiphere,  produced  by  tliis  assemblage 
of  sweets,  uu  language  can  convey  an  adequate  notion  of. 
The  qujnta  is  eituatcd  at  some  distance  from  the  banka  of  the 
river,  and  the  way  winding  up  to  it  leads  under  the  shade  of 
cork  trees,  some  of  which  are  remarkably  large*  The  open 
spaces  were  clothed,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  with  wild  myrtles, 
exuberant  in  blossom; 

Thua  was  tbifi  ^Vit 


A  happy  rural  seat  of  niiioui  vi«wf ; 

Groves  whose  rich  trees  wept  odoiou*  gwms  awl  ItaEpi, 

Otiiert,  wlioue  fruJt,  barniahc^  uiih  ^oliltn  riijclj 

Hung  nmiahl«,  K^^ptrian  fables  true. 

If  Irtic,  bere  only,  and  of  delicious  dale  : 

Flowers  of  all  hue,  and  without  tbom  the  rose. 

MlLTOTT. 

We  returned  home  to  Porto,  upon  this  occasion^  by  torch- 
light, which  had  a  singular  effect.  As  we  landed,  and, 
according  to  invariable  custom,  from  the  stem  of  our  pleasure- 
boat,  a  soleoin  procession  of  monks,  bearing  numerous  lighle, 
was  passing  through  the  public  walk  on  the  height  above  us, 
whose  mournful  chaunt  was  heard  at  a  considerable  distance 
as  it  broke  upon  the  stillneBs  of  the  night* 

We  measured  the  circumference  of  a  pine  tree,  standing  in 
the  Commenda  of  Rio  Meiao,  at  three  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  we  found  that  it  amounted  to  twenty-four  palmas^  and  six 
polkgadas;  which  may  be  considered  as  nearly  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  Portuguese  inches,  or  about  fifteeo 
English  feet,  the  English  measure  being  less  than  the  Portu- 
guese. The  paucity  of  fine  trees  generally  observed  in  the 
grounds  attached  to  the  quintas,  b  explained  by  the  right 
which  the  crown  possesses  of  sending  in  commissioners  to  cut 
down  and  carry  away  all  such  timber  as  may  seem  fit  for 
the  purposes  of  naval  architecture.  These  agents  of  govern- 
ment fix  their  own  price,  and  the  proprietor  is  obliged  to 
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accept  whatever  sum  tbey  may  determine  to  award  him ;  and 
it  ia  sclfiom  that,  by  even  paying  a  considerable  bribe,  lie  in 
»ble  to  preserve  a  favQurito  tree  irom  the  ruthleas  axe,  if 
required  for  Ihc  king  a  dockyard. 

Shooting  is  a  favourite  amusement  of  the  wealthy  Portu-i 
guese,  when  resident  at  their  quintal-  A  vnill  of  a  certain 
lieigfat,  extended  round  a  property,  i^  the  only  defence  for  a 
pi%«erre  of  game;  for  the  unindosed  grounds  are  open  to 
et^ry  aporb^man*  and  there  are  no  game  lawii  in  Portu^l  to 
keep  intruder  at  a  dintanee.  The  red-tcggecJ  partridgefi  arc 
frequently  shot  when  perched  on  the  walls  surrounding  tho 
quintal,  or  on  tlie  branches  of  trees;  but  no  right  exists  to 
follow  the  tj;^ini>t  or  to  commence  heating  for  it,  within  the 
wall^l  enclosuru  of  an  estate.  W'oodcoek;^  are  abundant  in 
tbe  Maaon,  and  many  are  found  at  that  time  oflf  the  coast, 
which  have  fallen  into  the  sea  exhausted  by  the  length  of 
their  flight. 

Descending  the  Pra^a  da  Ribcira,  a  steep  j^treet  which  runji 
from  the  centre  of  the  toim,  between  the  quarters  of  the  S6 
and  the  Victoria;  and  leaving  the  Una  dos  Inglezen  lower 
down  to  the  right,  where  the  English  Factory-bouse  is  situated; 
and  passing  through  tlie  fi.4h*market  on  the  quay  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bill,  we  turned  to  tlie  li^fi.  and  followed  tbe  line 
of  HtrL-<:l  hooking  upon  the  river  as  f^r  as  the  hridgt^  of  hiiatR. 
Immediately  opposite  to  the  bridge  there  is  a  clumsy  repre- 
sentntinti  of  hout:*  eJidnr'mg  the  flames  of  purgati>ry,  and  under* 
ncnth  a  small  box  to  receive  alms,  inscribed,  "  Esmolla  Pela 
as  almas  da  Ponle."  Numerous  e.r  rr>to  are  suspended  round 
the  tablet,  and  among  tlie  number  a  large  eollcction  of  rusty 
keys,  the  meaning  of  which  no  one  was  able  to  explain  Co  us. 
T1)C  object  of  converting  them  into  votive  oficrings  must  have 
been  of  courw  religious,  and  indeed  uo  otlier  inferi^nce  can  be 
drawn  from  their  being  found  in  that  particular  situation.     A 
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iBig^  picture,  plsLcecl  close  to  the  tablet,  reoals;  to  the  recollec' 
tion  of  the  inhabttanb  of  Porto  the  horrid  massacre  committed 
near  the  spot  by  the  troops  of  Soiilt,  on  the  29th  of  Msrcb, 
1809.  The  river  is  represented  as  almost  filled  with  fugitives 
and  bodies  of  the  slaiii^  while  Soult,  mounted  on  a  white 
charger,  is  seen  at  length  giving  orders  by  his  trumpeters  for 
a  cessation  of  the  carnage.  In  justification  of  thiet  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter^  the  French  assert  that  the  officer  sent  by  their 
general  to  summon  the  town,  was  cruelly  murdered  by  the 
people. 

It  is  uBiifl!,  near  these  purgatorial  altars,  to  give  in  exchange 

lor  alms  little  pieces  of  paper,  numbered,  and  bearing  the  fol* 

lowingf  inscriptione,  as,  "  N,  20-  Pela*  Almas  dos  que  mais 

exereilarau  as  obras  de  miserlcordia  com  os  proximo^;"   and, 

"  N.  57.  Pela  Alma,  que  por  tua  causa,  e  tnio  cxcmpio, 

padece  no  Purgatorio.''     A  little  further  on  to  the  left  is  llie 

I  place  where  country  people  sell  large  quantities  of  rye  straw, 

t  which  serves  as   fodder  for   mules;    and   the  custnm-huiiset 

'  where  the  duties  on  wines  and  brandies  are  received,  "  Dim- 

tos  Reaea  Registo  da  Eiitrada  daa  Vinlias,  &  Agoas  Ardentes." 

The  long  storehouses  for  the  reception  of  the  Alto  Douro  wines 

I  in  Villa  Nova,  are  seen  immetlialely  from  the  bridgu>     These 

I  depositories  have  no  cellars,  against  llie  use  of  which  a  general 

prcjudici.'  seems  to  prevail  among  the  merchauls,  tlujugh  it 

'  18  admitted  that  the  wines  are  thus  exposed  to  the  variou9 

cliunges  <»f  the  atmns]>here,  and  lt:jse  in  consequence  much  of 

I  their  colour  aiid  flavour. 

f  In  his  account  of  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal^  Colonel 

.  Jones   gives  an    interesting   recital   of  the   principal   events 

'  which  preceded  and  followed  the  possession  of  Porto  by  the 

French,  and  which  will  form  an  appropriate  conclusion  to  tliis 
'  letter, 

"The  storm,"  speaking  of  the  slate  of  Portugal,    "first 
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approached  from  the  riorlh.  As  soon  aa  Ihc  cnlire  conquest 
of  (ijilic-in  was  tflbcted,  aad  posts  were  <?Atal)li!«bc'<)  lo  keirji  the 
inhabitants  in  subjection,  the  command  of  the  province  waA 
delegaleil  to  Marshal  Ncy,  with  17,000  men ;  and  Soull,  with 
24.00O»  nmrchcd  on  Porto,  by  Vigo  and  Tuy.  in  which  latter 
|>larej4  he  left  garrisons.  Biding  repulsed  in  an  attempt  tu 
croAs  the  Minho  near  its  mouth.  Iho  ascended  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  on  the  Gahuia  siile,  to  Orense,  and  entereti  Portu^l 
by  the  town  of  Chav-cs."  (in  the  province  of  Traa  os  Monies^ 
and  sealed  at  the  fool  of  a  mountain,  on  the  river  TamegaJ 
"  the  Portuguese  general  Freire.  retiring,  according  to  a  prc- 
virnis  urrangenieiil.  upon  the  mountains  near  Porto.  At 
Braga,  where  Frcire  declined  giving  battle  to  the  French,  an 
armed  multitude,  unable  to  distinguish  between  prudence  and 
treachery,  and  suspecting  the  iidelity  of  the  general,  rushed 
into  hU  apartment,  nuirdered  him  and  the  officers  of  his  staff. 
Ample  vengeance,  however,  was  taken  upon  thcni  by  the 
sabre»  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  for  tlie  murder  of  their  chief,  in 
the  fatal  battle  of  Carvalho  da  Este,  when  Baron  Eben  com- 
manded them.  Soult  then  invested  Porto,  which  had  been 
fortified  with  much  labour;  200  pieces  of  artillery  had  been 
motmU'd  on  extensive  detached  works,  and  a  garrison  of 
20,000  men  was  collected  for  their  defence;  but  after  nn  ill- 
regulated  dcfenccfjf  three  days,  the  city  was  carried  by  assault 
on  the  29tk  of  March.  The  French  soldiers,  on  entering  the 
town,  made  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
delivered  themselves  up  to  everj'  species  of  plunder  and  liccn- 
tiou£iie&s;  which  state  of  ill  discipline  was  terminated,  after 
twenty-four  hour^i'  dtiration,  by  the  orders  of  Soult.  The  fall 
of  Porto  laid  open  the  northern  provinces,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  southern  fruntier  v^aa  deprived  of  proioction;  and 
from  other  disastrous  occurrences  the  road  to  Lisbon  was  ex- 
poted.     Sir  John  Craddock,  conuiiandiiig  in  Portugal,  imme- 
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diatcly.  a»  a  precaulioiKuy  munsurc,  pcHstt'd  a  corps  of  7000 
nirii  at  Abraiitew,  and  [riascmblcd  tbu  luain  body  ol  the  llnti^h 
ai  LcjriQ.  and  ihe  Portus^icsc  army  ul  Thomar. 

"  Thus  stluated  were  the  aifatrs  of  Portugal,  when  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  lauded  at  Lisbon,  on  the  22d  of  April,  to 
asKiime  the  chief  command, 

**  Marshal  Soult  remained  nearly  a  month  at  Porto  inactive, 
but  at  len^h,  iin|iatient  at  the  delay,  he  detached  COCO  men 
under  General  Loi^on*  to  drive  the  Portuguese  from  behind 
the  Tamcga  ;  where  Silveira,  after  having  recaptured  <'haves 
and  blocked  up  his  rear,  had  taken  post^  to  cut  off  his  only 
rem:)itiirg  cim^ntunicatioji  with  Sp;iin,  After  an  obKlhisite 
resistance  of  some  days,  Loiaon  succeeded  in  establishing  him- 
fielf  at  Amarante/' 

In  the  meantime.  Sir  Arthur  Wcllcalcy,  '*  unfettered  in  bis 
Tjew»,  acted  with  docision ;  and  on  the  tenth  day  after  his 
landing,  the  British  from  Lciria,  16,000  in  number,  were 
ill  movintcnl  fur  the  recovery  of  Porio,  by  Coimbra  and 
Avciro;  nihUe  GUOU  Portugueso,  under  Mur^diol  Bcrcsford, 
marched  by  Vizeu  to  cross  the  Douro  at  Lameffo,  and  cut  off 
the  enemy's  bcM  line  of  retreat  by  Amnrantc;  the  corps  at 
AbraiUen  remaining  tu  hold  Victur's  force  in  check.  On  ihe 
loth  of  May,  the  French  advanced  posts  were  met  with  on 
the  Vouga ;  and  on  the  following  day,  4000  infantry  und  iuune 
cavalry  were  dislodged  from  the  strong  ground  above  Grijon, 
and  pursued  with  succms.  The  same  evening  all  the  enemy's 
force  withdrew  from  tlic  left  of  the  Douro ;  the  floating  bridge 
■wa**  defilroycd,  and  all  the  boats  near  Porto  were  firmly 
secured  on  the  right  bank :  so  that,  on  the  r2th,  Sir  Arthur 
found  hiniuelf  sneparateJ  from  his  antagonist  by  a  rapid  and 
broad  river,  having  no  means,  with  his  army,  to  effect  the 
passage. 

**  U'ithout  an  immediate  decision,  Soult  might  either  retire 
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unmolested  on  (jalida,  or  nttack  Marshni  Bcrcarord  with  bift 
whrile  force,  nnil  cross  iiUu  Beira.  To  preveul  this.  Sir 
Arthur  planned  and  succe^sfally  executed  the  botdestt  paj^:sagc 
of  a  rirar  on  record.  He  detached  a  body  of  troops  under 
General  Murray  lo  Avintiw,  five  miles  up  the  river,  where,  if 
boatH  should  not  be  founds  a  furd  wuuld  admit  of  the  trixip« 
crofising;  and  General  Shcrbrook,  with  the  guards,  to  the 
ordinary  ferry  at  Villa  Nova,  below  the  city;  whilst  from  the 
Scrra  Convent,  nearly  opposite  the  town,  he  directed  the 
passai^  in  person.  The  river  was  at  this  spot  nearly  three 
hundred  yards  broad,  and  extremely  rapid,  with  considerable 
beif^hts  on  the  right  bank.  By  the  aid  of  the  inhabitants^  two 
boat>i  were  brought  over  from  the  enrmy  s  side ;  and  in  the«e, 
protected  by  the  iire  of  a  brigade  of  light  giin^,  three  compa- 
niefi  of  the  bntla  were  ferried  across.  Soult,  either  despi^ting 
the  effort,  or  believing  it  only  a  feint  to  draw  his  attention 
from  the  main  object,  did  not  oppose  the  landing,  but  gave 
time  to  Major-general  Paget  to  a.scend  the  bank  and  pbce  the 
troops  in  a  formidable  attitude  in  a  mined  building,  befuie  he 
Attacked  them.  General  Paget  was  early  wounded,  and  the 
command  devuhx^d  on  General  Hill,  who  was  warmly  engngi^d 
contesting  the  post,  when  the  troops  under  General  Murray 
appeared  in  Mght,  marching  on  the  ene-niy\  left  flunk.  The 
paards  were  then  pushed  across,  and  the  French  precipitately 
retired  into  the  city. 

"  Soult  now  discovered  that  he  had  been  oiit'man<cuvred, 
8Rd  ordered  tlic  immediate  retreat  of  his  army ;  but  the 
Britiah  were  already  in  the  town  and  charRing  up  Iho  streets. 
The  coufitdon  and  precipitancy  with  which  iKc  French  fltrd, 
were  far  greater  than  can  be  readily  imagined,  and  their  ponio 
kCenied  to  increase  as  they  gained  the  open  country.  A  single 
squadron  of  the  14th  dragoons,  under  Major  Hervey.  charged 
and  cut   their  parage   tlirough   three  batlalion^  of  infaiilry 
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raarcliing  in  a  hollow  roEid,  and  returned  triumphantly  by 
a  similiir  boldne^s^,  hriugitig  back  many  prisoiicrH.  Never 
WLH  the  dirvtue  of  an  army  more  complete,  when  night  |>i]t 
An  etid  to  the  pursuit,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  few  hours' 
respite. 

"  After  marching  some  miles  towards  Amarantc,  having- 
effected  his  junction  with  Ix>ison,  and  learning  from  hini  the 
destruction  of  the  bridge  at  that  place  by  Marshal  Bere*for(l, 
Soult  quitted  the  high  rood  for  the  mountain'track  by  Gitima- 
raea^t,  Vk'here  he  made  the  ^acritice  of  all  his  artillery  and  c»r* 
riages  of  every  description.  Thus  freed  from  incumbrances, 
the  extreme  difficulty  and  badness  of  the  roads  over  which  he 
marched,  favoured  his  Bight,  and  he  gained  tlie  pass  of  Rui- 
vaes,  near  Salatnoude,  before  the  troops  detaL-hed  by  Marshal 
Beresford  arrived  to  occupy  it ;  or»  from  the  nature  of  the 
pass,  a  very  narrow  bridge  without  a  parapet  wall  on  either 
side,  over  a  deep  precipice,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to 
Mirrendtrr  at  discretion.  Thus,  by  force  o*"  marchings  the 
main  body  of  the  fuptives,  in  a  most  deplorable  state,  suc- 
ceeded ill  repa&siug  the  frontier  at  Monialegre,  where  the 
pursuit  closed,  as  a  more  important  object  in  the  south  of 
Portugal  demanded  the  return  of  the  army."  In  the  acctim- 
piiflhmcnt  of  this,  also.  Sir  Arthur  was  successful,  *'  the  French 
troops  under  Victor  retiring  from  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  on 
the  approach  of  the  British  forces." 

"  The  Piirtuguese/'  Colonel  Jones  observes,  "  are  a  people 
peculiarly  adaplcd  for  military  exertion,  the  lower  clasftcs 
being  universally  liardy,  patient,  and  docile;  whilst  those  cf 
education^  holding  in  remembrance  Uie  heroic  deeds  of  their 
ancestors,  cherish  strong  feelingsi  of  military  pride.  Those 
qualities,  however  have  not  of  late  years  been  ilillydisplayedt 
a*  the  governmenl.  conscious  of  its  own  limited  resourcei^,  and 
having  a  tirm  rcliauee  on  the  friendship  and  power  of  England, 
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has  nlwayH  in  the  hour  of  danger  Inislwl  to  Iicr  for  f;[i)>port; 
at  lliis  crais,  actuated  by  Buch  feelings  it  submiUed  entirely 
lo  her  guidiiiice.'* 


A    POKTO    PL£A&UU£*BOAT,    AM)    A     FI«H)XC;- JIOAT   GOINO 

OCT   TO    SEA. 
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LETTER  IX, 


O'er  Y&lei  that  teem  with  frmts,  romantic  failb, 
(Oh  1  that  Bucb  hills  upheld  a  free-bom  race  1) 
WhereoQ  to  gaze  the  eye  with  joyauDce  fiila, 
The  traTlier  wends  through  many  a  pleasant  place. 
Though  slugg^rdi  deem  it  but  a  fooliih  choae. 
And  marvel  men  should  quit  their  easy  chair. 
The  toilsome  way  and  long,  loi^  league  to  trace, 
Oh !  there  is  sweetness  'm  the  mountaiii  ur, 
And  life,  that  bloated  ease  can  nerer  hope  to  share. 

Btroh. 


Valen^a,  1827- 
OuR  experience  hitherto  of  the  accommodations  afforded  to 
travellers  hi  the  estalagems^  it  must  be  confessed,  had  not  been 
very  promising;  but  the  hospitality  of  our  kind  friends  pro- 
vided every  possible  remedy  for  the  discomforts  and  deficien- 
cies which  we  were  destined  to  meet  with  on  our  projected 
tour  into  the  north.  We  set  out  upon  our  expedition  with  a 
Uteira^  for  the  occasional  use  of  one  of  the  party,  who  was 
rather  indisposed ;  an  interpreter, — for  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  we  should  find  French  and  English  in  universal 
\ise  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  provinces ;  a  sumpter-mule,  in 
addition  to  those  required  for  the  saddle ;  a  condcssa^  fur- 
nished with  every  necessary  for  the  table  during  the  conti- 
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nuanceof  our  journey  ;  and  the  protection  of  two  very  intelli- 
gent and  limie^t  giiJd&s. 

It  was  the  morning  of  a  market  day  when  we  left  Porto, 
anJ  tlius  we  had  presented  to  tm  a  long  string  of  peasantry 
who  were  bringing  the  productions  of  tlieir  farms  for  sale  in 
the  town.  The  women  principally  wore  the  black  mantilla, 
which  resembles  our  moiirnrr's  cloak,  and  a  white  muslin 
kerchief  on  the  head,  fastened  under  the  chin,  aiid  falling  in  a 
point  on  the  back ;  while  the  men,  carrying  their  coabt  on  the 
caiado,  a  long  pole  extending  to  seven  or  eight  feet,  and  hanng 
tlie  large  knob  at  its  extremity  frequently  charged  with  lead, 
n  formidable  weapon,  used  with  equal  address  ^i^'ainst  dog, 
wolf,  or  robber,  whenever  the  occasion  is  offered,  marched 
by  tlie  side  of  thoir  iudustrious  spouses,  fiome  of  whom  were 
enjoying  a  na|]  at  th'iH  varly  hour  within  the  support  of  their 
comfortable  albardas,  or  pcicksaddlcs.  The  romantic  character 
of  the  nei^hliuLtrliiiud  uf  Porlo  entirely  disappeared  as  we 
advanced  further  up  into  the  province,  the  rich  and  cheerful 
featureiK  dt^scribed  in  the  jjrecetling  letter  giving  way  to  u 
barren,  sandy  soil,  or  full  of  gninite-gravcL  and  covered  wiih 
gloomy  pine  woods.  The  dust,  too,  was  extremely  painful  to 
our  eyes;  and  as  the  roads  proved  no  better  than  water* 
COnrscs,  our  progress  wus  painfully  slow. 

In  the  narrowest  part  of  one  of  these  lanes,  (you  will  recol- 
lect that  we  are  ^jHi-akitig  of  th«  high  rtnid.)  we  met  a  family 
party  consisting  of  all  the  gmdutions,  apparently,  from  grand- 
sire  to  grandson.  The  mule»i  contrived  to  pass  each  other 
tolerably  well,  with  the  exception  of  that  one  upon  which  our 
subsistence  depended.  One  or  two  of  tin r  live  *il<ick  in  the 
way  of  fowls,  were  prematurely  killed  by  being  crushed,  and 
the  valuable  condessa  was  most  awkwardly  squeezed ;  so  dial, 
bad  the  contents  been  well  pounded  in  a  mortar,  according  to 
the  I>e-st  culbary  rules,  they  could  not  have  been  more  effec- 
tually compacted.     Oranges  were  seasoned  with  salt;    dried 
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meats  moistenetl  fey  imintentional  libations  of  wine  and  spirits: ; 
a  leg  of  mutton  had  llie  meat  forced  from  the  bone,  whieh 
was  embedded  m  a  loaf  of  new  bread ;  our  genuine  hyson  we 
found  already  sweetened  to  the  taste,  with  an  agreeable 
smack  of  essence  of  peppermint,  two  bottles  of  which  had 
suffered  their  contents  to  escape;  a  little  case  of  medicine 
bad  broken  also  in  the  concussion,  and  in  such  a  part  of  the 
unfortunate  basket  as  to  deal  its  favours  equally  around  to  all 
its  brother  travellers.  Then  came  the  liteiras^ — and  shall  it 
be  said  in  opposition  or  conjunction  ?  At  last»  however,  with 
more  than  Munchausen  contrivance,  the  one  was  borne  over 
the  other ;  and  after  an  exchange  of  bows  and  looks  that 
spoke  unutterable  things,  the  innocent  causes  of  our  misfor- 
tune pursued  tbcir  journey,  leaving  the  lane  to  misery  and 
to  us. 

Alittlephilosophythowever.beicg  exercised  in  re-packing  the 
now  ridiculous  medley  of  the  condessa,  we  continued  our  roule 
for  some  rtiiles  in  a  solemn  funereal  silence^  wofully  lamentiRg 
the  mishap  in  our  hearts,  and  yet  not  quite  mute  with  despair^ 
for  we.  looked'  to  better  chances,  made  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
and  followed  the  advice  of  Proteus,  though  given  under  other 
circumstances : — 

Cc&se  to  lament  for  that  thou  canst  not  faelp, 
And  study  help  for  Uiat  which  thou  lameDt^BL 
Time  is  the  nurae  and  breeder  of  tl\  good. — 
Hope  b  a  Lover's  staff;  walk  hence  with  that. 
And  maPEige  it  ftgatnst  despairing  thoughts. 

Soon  after  this  accident,  we  reached  Villa  Nova,  where  the 
estalagem  not  bein^  very  inviting,  we  betook  ourselves  to  the 
churchyard,  and  spread  the  motley  fragments  of  our  provision- 
basket  on  the  steps  of  a  stone  cross,  as  subsequently,  in  nume- 
rous instances,  where  the  open  air  challenged  our  preference 
to  the  filth  and  confined  atmosphere  of  the  way-aide  wine- 
huts,  which  in  these  parts  are  universally. distinguished  by 
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l>earinf^  an  tii£«ription  on  the  sign  of  "CoDipagna  Gf'ral  do 
Alto  DouiD,"  The  Ixidies  uf  the  dead  being  invarialjly  tlepo- 
sited  within  the  v-alls  of  churches  in  Portugal,  no  6igii&  of  mor- 
tality )nlernt|kted  in  this  situation  the  iTierrlment  of  our  break- 
fast, nor  did  a  living  creature  approach  us,  save  a  dozen  swine, 
which  did  the  honours  of  the  place,  by  grunting  thmr  ftalis* 
faction  at  our  arrival,  and  by  obligingly  aiding  us  to  dispatch 
the  varieties  of  which  the  meal  consisted. 

Our  road  thence  to  Villa  de  Conde  passed  for  a  considerable 
distance  over  a  dreary  tract  ofsand^  and  occtisionaliy  between 
pine-woods ;  but  the  country  improved  as  we  approached  Min- 
dtnha  and  A/,urar.  We  remtirkcd  lh;it  the  sysl<^m  of  agricul- 
ture purt^ued,  was  to  cultivate  Indian  corn  or  maize  in  small 
inc1oKur<.*.%  i^hiUt  in  the  hedge-rows  we  foand  vine»  creeping 
up  the  oak  and  cork-troGS ;  laurustinua,  atrawbcrry-trces, 
myrttcA,  the  cyittus  laudinifera,  and  wild  rosemary  in  pro* 
fusion,  and  numerous  other  shrubs  and  plants,  not  conimonly 
seen  in  our  country,  growing  luxuriantly  in  the  open  air.  In 
many  place*  wc  have  observed  oxen  treading  out  the  corn  on 
uncovered  threshing-floors,  as  in  Provence,  made  in  the  flelds; 
and  in  one  instance  six  men,  three  opposite  to  tlie  othcr^  alter- 
nating with  flails.  In  several  instance!^  the  \me^  are  seen  ^ 
trained  on  a  frame,  projecting  at  an  angle  from  inclo^ure  walls, 
as  completely  to  shade  the  road,  and  to  delight  the  eyes  of  the 
passenger  with  a  splendid  display  of  pendent  bnnchc^  of  purple 
grapes ;  a  sight  at  once  surprising  and  agreeable  to  an  inexpe- 
rienced inhabitant  of  the  north. 

Tlie  industry  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  is  proverbial, 
and  the  i)opu]<ition  is  greater  than  in  any  other,  ^vlth  the  cx- 
eefnion  of  that  in  which  Lisbon  is  situated.  No  one  would 
siipix>se  that  Portugal  contained  so  many  inhabitants  aa  it 
does,  looking  to  the  wide  waste  of  heaths,  and  Ihe  districts  of 
land  capable  of  cultivahoiu  and  yet  wholly  neglected.  The 
soil  of  the  country  would  with  well-managed  industry  produce 


MB  PORTUGAL 

double,  nay,  treble  what  it  in  made  to  do  under  ihe  proseni 
wretched  iiystom,  and  would  bo  of  cour&e  equal  to  the  support 
of  twice  and  thrice  the  uumbei"  of  its  present  inhabitaiiU.  The 
populattcin  of  Portu^l  exceeded  five  millions  of  souls  in  the 
tiint.-^  of  the  Romans,  and  iu  the  ririgii  uf  Eaimatiuel  tb«;  Furtu- 
oatc.thc  inost  brilliant  period  of  the  national  history,  it  amount-* 
ed  U}  more  than  fuur  milltuiis  of  inhubitdiits.  TheMioIu)  pro- 
viucc  aloue»  as  Coatigan  remarks,  would  produce  twice  tbo 
quantity  of  meat  for  Uie  annual  consumption  of  the  nation  ; 
but  in  truth,  and  in  fact,  the  provinces  alti^cthcr  do  not  pro- 
duce more  than  is  requisite  for  hidf  a  year  s  cunsumptiun,  and 
occasionally  even  less,  and  hence  arise  the  forced  importations 
of  rice,  whcatp  atid  bat^alhau ;  for  even  tht;  8nrdjnliu  fUlmry 
oS  the  couat  14  not  made  us  productive  as  it  ought  to  be. 
With  a  diminished  population  and  resources  infmilely  beyond 
tho8C  of  which  use  is  made,  Portugal  ut  times  is  exposed  to 
the  horrors  of  famine.  •'  What  a  delightful  country  tnight  tliis 
be  made  and  would  soon  become,  were  it  in  the  hands  o(  tho 
English,  tJie  Irish,  or  the  French,  instead  of  the  slovens  who 
now  pf>s9csa  iL'* 

Much,  indeed,  cannot  be  said  infavonr  oftbe  state  of  Portu- 
guese rural  economy,  since  that  important  branch  of  a  country** 
wealth,  *'the  a^icuUural  interest,"  is  so  litite  protected  by 
the  government.  In  Portugal,  the  most  miserable  lite  that  is 
kd  is  that  of  the  husbandman^  who  is  ground  down  by  op* 
pres&ive  taxes  and  a  variety  of  extortious.  The  same  routine 
which  was  followed  three  hundred  years  since,  is  religiously 
adhered  to  iu  the  pir^eut  day.  If  the  farmer  ploughs  his  ticld 
at  a  certain  period  of  Uie  year,  it  is  not  that  he  possesscti  any 
agricultural  science  to  urge  as  his  motive  for  so  doing ;  but 
^mply  because  it  was  the  custom  of  his  predecessors,  he  does 
the  same  quite  mechanically.  An  almanack  with  directions 
li^r  rur^l  management,  d^  an  indispensable  article  in  the  handle 
uf  the  Portuguese  farmur,  aud  iu  fact  bis  bou^cbuld  god,  to 


I 


ILLUSTRATRO.  230 

which  as  a  ruling  ^utde  he  can  huve  recourse  for  inrormation. 
This  or  that  fields  for  instance,  wa»sown  by  his  father  on  ihc 
invocation  day  of  some  particular  Raint;  the  almanack  mast 
therefore  be  consulted,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  precine  time 
when  that  operation  was  conunenced.  In  committing  this  or 
that  ifcd  tn  n  particular  soil,  the  farmer  is  directed  by  no  ex* 
pcrimcntal  knowledge,  to  use  the  term,  of  its  peculiar  niituro 
in  determttitng  his  choice ;  and  hence  arisen  the  indifi'erent 
produce  of  graiDT  particularly  of  Indian  com  or  maize,  which, 
thntigh  allowed  to  be  superior  to  the  American  and  ItallaD, 
might,  it  is  not  doubted,  be  produced  of  a  still  better  quality, 
were  mttrf.  painn  tak^^u  and  greater  skill  exerted  in  its  cuhiva- 
tjon.  The  Aame  field  receives  similar  eeed  year  after  year, 
witbooit  any  variation  whatever  in  the  kind,  simply  because  k 
was  never  made  to  produce  any  other  grain ;  and  the  former 
being  poor,  c^annot  afford  to  run  the  hazard  of  a  change;  for 
should  the  speculation  not  succeed,  he  w^uld  not  be  able  to 
pay  hi9»  rent;  and  besides  hi&  loss,  he  would  have  tu  L-ndun; 
the  contemptuous  ridicule  of  his  neighbours,  for  placing  confi- 
dence in  the  suggestions  of  other  people,  and  for  deviating 
from  the  long  established  customs  of  his  forefathcTJV.  In  short, 
ao  firmly  attached  is  the  Portuguese  fanner  to  old  niles,  and 
owing  to  the  want  of  encouraging  inetitutions.  so  grossly  igno- 
rant in  evL^ry  r«^spect,  so  oppressed  by  taxation,  and  in  a  state 
of  such  utter  dcfstitution  altc^ther,  that  it  is  not  surprising* 
tliungh  the  rlimate  is  so  rtfmarkably  fine,  and  the  soil  so  sin- 
gularly rich,  that  the  agriculture  of  Portugal  should  be  far 
behind  that  of  any  country  in  Europe, 

The  maize  or  Indian  com  is  usually  sown  in  March  and 
April,  and  iu  cultivation  is  attended  with  considerable  trouble. 
When  the  sprout  i&  about  the  height  of  an  inch,  it  is  necessary 
to  luuve  tlie  earth  round  it  with  a  hoe,  in  order  that  the  root 
MAy  spread,  and  acquire  vigour  for  the  future  plant,  which 
fkiU  iu  beii^  productive,  if  iU  growth  is  not  assisted  by  pe* 
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riodtcul  nins,  or  if  these  mm»  fall  BUperabunduntly.  When 
the  cajie,  or  etallc,  lias  attained  to  the  lic-ight  of  tlirce  incheft, 
Ihe  exrth  about  it  must  be  thrown  up  fig^aiu,  and  finally  a  third 
tix^ncbing  is  required,  when  the  plant  ha8  risen  one  foot  above 
the  ^ound.  This  part  of  the  labour  is  very  severe,  and 
women  and  meu  are  often  known  to  fall  exhausted  by  the  op- 
pressive hi;at  of  the  auii  during  itii  continuance.  About  Ihe 
same  reason  of  the  year,  when  the  corn-seed  is  committed  to 
the  ground,  Hax  i^  likewise  sown,  which  comes  up  rapidly  and 
ripens  very  »oon.  The  ^thering  in  of  this  plant  in  attended 
with  many  ceremonies  iiiid  rejoicings;  but  slili  vcrj-  little  ia 
produced  in  the  country;  in  fact,  no  more  than  what  the 
fiirmers  require  for  their  own  use.  Great  quantities  of  flax,  it 
i%  true,  arc  annually  spun,  but  the  principal  part  of  the  raw 
material  in  )m[K>rted  from  the  Baltic,  and  the  manufactured 
linen  is  Rtiil  to  a  certain  extent  exjKirted  to  the  Brasila.  Very 
little  wheat  i*  produced  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Portugal ; 
rye  and  Indian  corn  constituting  the  chief  produce,  with  kidney 
beanH,  which  grow  among  the  mouze. 

When  speaking  of  the  system  of  agriciilturc  pursued  in  the 
ntrtghhuurhuud  of  Lisbttn,  Link  ubfter\e$,  tliat  *'  the  j^tmla]  tem- 
perature of  the  air  is  very  favourable  to  the  eultivatiou  of  the 
grmind;  aii<i  it  de[>endH  entirely  on  the  quantity  of  rain,  whc- 
tber  the  year  be  fruitful  or  the  contrary.  Wheat  is  commomly 
aown  in  tJie  neighbourhocxl  of  Liabon.  but  rye  \»  Mcaree,  and 
only  grown  for  cattle:  barley  is  also  sown;  but  I  never  ^-aw 
any  oat^.  Thi^i  species  of  corn,  which  would  easily  grow  on 
indifferent  soil,  and  on  the  heaths  of  Portugal,  is  wholly  nc- 
glected.  The  usual  variety  of  wheat  i»that  with  long-|K>inted 
caiice«,  which  requires  the  best  soil.  The  fallows  are  ploughed 
in  autumn,  para  dtcnmr  as  ttiTaA,  a  jtecoud  time  in  May,  and 
lastly  at  seed'timc,  after  the  first  rains  in  nutunm  have  ren-' 
dcrc^d  the  carLli  »oft.  Light  earth  is  iliig,  but  ihe  heavy  b 
plou^jicd  with  iy^m,  wUJcb  throughout  tbu  pcmn&ulft  attain  u 


I 
I 


ILLUSTKATED. 

mtjc,  strength,  ami  beauty,  imknown  in  France,  Eoglanct,  and 
Germany.  The  harvest  ts  in  May*  and  the  cora  is  thrcfibod 
as  with  us ;  but  in  some  parU  ^t  is  tri>ii  out  hy  hor%t*si  or  oxen, 
for  which  purpose  a  floor  is  made  in  the  fields.  Manure  is  not 
Coininonly  used,  or  at  most  pittrified  plants  are  laid  on.  Hye 
18  often  in  ear  in  February  and  March,  but  is  cut  down  bcforo 
it  is  ripe  generally  for  fotldEft.  Putaloes  are  not  at  nil  ciiUi* 
TBtcd,  but  imported  from  England  and  Ireland.  Spanish  po- 
tatoes  which  are  far  less  nutritive,  are  grown  however  here 
and  there.  In  Marcli,  youn^  green  peas  and  bcan^  arc  eaten, 
but  in  the«*.*  wuriu  climales  iire  not  ku  well  flavoured  as  with 
ufi»  havuig  always  a  dryness  and  insipidity.  The  cominoQ 
people  eat  lupins  in  great  quantities.  Th&^e  are  sown  in  TaU 
lows,  and  the  puUc  arc  soaked  in  running  water,  to  destroy 
tlieir  hittenieas,  before  they  are  dressed.  Hice  is  imported  in 
great  quantities  from  Brasil,  and  is  not  cultivated  ia  Portugal, 
except  in  a  few  plaices,  as  for  instance  here  and  there  in  the 
marshy  hmds  of  the  Province  of  Alemtejo,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Mondego  and  the  Vuoga.  Gre^it  quantities  of  gourds 
(flMarai)  are  consumed ;  and  from  one  variety  the  fibrous  in- 
ternal part  is  cut  out  and  preserved  with  sugar.  Some  of  the 
convents  prepare  this  sweetmeat  extremely  well." 

The  labouring  cla^^ses  in  the  provmces, — "the  hold  i)ea- 
fiantry,  their  country's  pride,'' — it  ia  admitted  by  tbrcigner  as 
well  as  Portuguese,  possess  certain  eharactcriHtie  qualitiea  of 
mind  which  arc  rarely  found  among  the  natives  of  other  Euro- 
pean countries.  The  first  striking  virtue  of  this  ill-ruled 
people  is  their  loyalty, — their  faithful  adherence  to  the  cause 
of  tlieir  i^vereign  under  every  difficulty,  and  against  every 
temptation  to  violate  their  allegiance  to  the  legitimate  goreru- 
The  thought  of  the  peasant's  heart  «eems  to  have  in* 
irariably  bccn^ — and  what  nobler  sentiment  can  adorn  and  dig- 
nify liutnun  nature?'— 
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-Tbougli  perils  4id 


Abvuuti  oe  Uiick  an  tboii|ht  could  loaLv  'cm.  tml 
Appear  ill  toimA  luhomd  ;  yet  my  dulya 
A>  (lolh  n  rack  Agattist  the  vliidjng  fiood, 

Should  tlic:  npproucb  of  ihu  iviU  iiver  break. 

And  Atnnil  iinftUftkcn.  KiHa  HbnEv  VJII. 

The  Portuguese  peasants  are  naturally  [latieatt  civile  and 
good- nalu red,  remarkable  for  hospitality,  and  excei^dingly  at- 
tached to  their  superiors.  Content  with  a  little,  they  fre- 
quently evince,  in  the  hour  of  danger  and  adversity,  a  fortilude 
agairiF^t  their  fate  which  almost  anioijnt&  to  a  compensation 
for  the  positive  loss  of  prosperity  and  independence.  In  their 
rural  enjoyments  and  freedom  from  care,  aad  buoyancy  of 
spirit,  tticy  resemhtp  ihe  light-hearted  llalianfi,  and  other  people 
of  the  south.  Throughout  the  two  interesting  provinces  of  the 
Miuho  and  the  Beira,  the  toil  of  husbandry,  as  we  have  inva- 
luably observed,  is  alleviated  by  the  song  and  the  dance, 

Wljik,  looMT  in  (*Msvv  ji>y ,  llie  counUy  mund 
LsuuliB  Willi  div  loud  hinciiiity  uf  iiiutlii 
t^lkook  tL>  thp  HJtid  (hoir  caivsi. 

TMnMsOH. 

When  well  commanded,  and  treated  a^i  a  man  uught  to  be, 
who  lends  hifi  services  to  his  country,  no  peasant  on  earth  con 
luake  a  better  soldier,  more  docile,  faithful,  and  obedient,  than 
the  Portuguese  ;  and  the  experience  of  the  Peninsular  War  ha^ 
Mifticienlly  shown  llow  superior  "  Ihe  contemptible  da^tardn*' 
of  Lusitania  arc  to  the  proud  Castilian,  and  how  unjust  the 
diHtitictiou  is,  which  has  been  diawn  by  lx)rd  Byran  between 
Ihc  peasantry  of  the  two  countries,— 

Fi>T  proud  «flt:li  peasant  ^  Uie  iiobJc«t  duke: 
Wdl  dntJi  ilu-.  SjiauuU  hind  thr  difliTi^aLi*  kmw 
TtvixL  him  iLDiI  LuaiiLti  slave,  iix  luwrst  uf  lltu  loir, 

Lbk  does  the  Portuguese  nation  the  justice  to  UMUark,  that 
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"the  politeness,  the  easy,  gny,  and  friendly  manners  of  the 
coninioQ  people,  [jrejiuiice  a  stranger  more  m  fuvour  of  the 
Portuguese  than  of  the  Spaniftrd^;  nor  is  this  judgment  ol* 
tered  so  long  as  tJie  traveller  is  only  acquainted  with  the 
lower  classes,  though  he  forma  an  opposite  judgment  as  soon 
as  he  begins  to  know  the  higher  ordtra.  We  met  with  jfood 
and  ready  attendance,  decent  fare,  and  our  pretty  and  gixid- 
nalured  landlady  had  that  auimation  «f  manner,  that  speaking 
intelligence  of  countenance,  and  that  well-bred  politeness, 
which  are  m  striking  in  this  nation.  What  a  difTerGnce  be- 
tween Badajoz  and  Elvas  in  this  respect !  1  shall  oflcn  have  oc- 
casion to  gpeak  of  the  common  people  in  Portng;al ;  and  I  often 
look  h»ck  with  pleasure  to  the  many  happy  hours  I  have  s|ient 
with  that  friendly  nation/'  Cogtigan^  too,  justly  observes*  that 
"  in  Portugal  the  lower  you  descend  in  rank,  the  higher  the 
personal  charwrter  of  the  people  rises  and  imposes  upon  yoiii 
and  the  more  yon  are  won  by  the  courteous  and  aflable  man- 
ners which  disiin^uish  the  common  people  irom  those  of  any 
other  country.  The  higher  classes  are  as  inferior  to  the  Spa- 
niards, as  the  common  people  excel  them." 
|h  '*Thc  charge  of  indolence  and  slolhfulness,"  to  add  another 
'  testimony  to  those  already  cited  in  favour  of  the  character  of 

I  the  Portuguese  peasant,  says  the  author  of  "  Portuguese  Life," 
'*  has  been  indiscriminately  laidugainstthe  whole  of  the  people 
irf  Portugal,  by  |iersons  who  have  precipitately  drawn  tiiehr 
Cnclusions  from  tho  samples  of  the  lower  orders  seen  in  Lis- 
boti ;  but  any  one  of  common  judgment  ought  to  be  aware 
that  the  meagre  and  bloated  inhabitants  of  a  capital  can  never 
offer  a  just  ciilerion  whereby  Xn  form  an  accuiate  idea  of  the 
physical  or  moral  pcculiarittes;  of  any  nation.  The  Portuguese 
peasantry  may  justly  repel  the  charge  of  indolence,  for  their 
distinguishing  characteristics  are  industry,  patience,  privation, 
intrepidity,  and  courage.  They  only  stand  in  need  of  a  gr>< 
vernment  calutilated  to  call  forth  in  a  greater  degree  their  na- 
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tural  good  qualities.  I  would  not  ad^'ocatc  as  warmly,  or  in 
fact  at  all^  some  other  classe.<i  of  Portuguese — 1  mean  the 
iflieMs  and  magistrates;  for  whatever  measure  of  corruption  in 
every  respect  this  world  can  contain,  is  to  be  found  to  super- 
fluity ill  those  orders/' 

Descending  a  &teep  hill  into  Azurar,  we  cro«ised  hy  a  wfioden 
bridge  the  Rio  Ave.  on  whose  right  bank,  and  not  far  from  itfl 
mouth,  is  situated  Villa  de  Conde,  a  small  fi!vhii>g  town,  whose 
population  may  amount  to  about  four  thousand  f^uls.    The 
j  abutments  and  some  of  the  piers  only,  of  what  must  have 

(  been  a  few  years  since  a  handsome  stone-bridge,  remain  at 

i  prestMit,  a  very  high  tide  and  a  winter  AockI  having  concurred 

in  effecting  its  dcfitrucUou.     There  is  a  fine  open  quay  cx- 
f  tending  ahno&t  to  the  entrance  of  the  river,  which,  ba  in  most 

''  instances  on  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  coasts,  is  protected 

I  by  a  small  fort.     We  observed  some  vesaeU  on  the  stoclcs,  of 

}  the  burden  of  from  sixty  to  seventy  tons.     Placed  on  a  height, 

which  immediately  overlooks  lUe  ruiiis  of  the  former  bridge^ 
the  royal  nunnery  of  Santa  Clara  arrests  the  attention  of  the 
traveller  by  the  magnificence  of  its  structure.  A  shield  on 
the  pediment  of  the  building  carries  the  armorial  hearing  of 
the  convent,  "  Santa  Clara  holding  a  ero^s  in  her  handti,  and 
leaning  against  an  elephant."  This  virgin  and  abbess  received 
the  habit  of  her  order,  when  only  fourteen  years  old,  from  St- 
Francis-  The  convent  atfords  a  comfortable  asylum  to  the  des- 
titute daughters  of  the  poor  and  proud  nobility  of  the  proTince, 
whose  rank  would  be  degraded  by  an  alliance  with  persons  of 
inferior  birtli,  however  wealthy,  and  who  therefore  eonf^ign  their 
\  children  to  secure  incarceration  within  these  peaceful  wallA. 

The  number  of  professed  nuns  is  fifty,  and  they  enjoy  a 

J  very  considerable   revenue,    amounting   to  fifteen   thousand 

crowns  annually,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  individual 

who  introduced  us  into  the  chapel,  and  who  was  himself  a 

"  lion -professing  Franciscan  mouk. 
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The  chape],  which  b  in  the  form  of  a  short  cross,  is  kept 
with  singular  neatness,  and  worthy  the  ilelicato  tOMte  of  it« 
noble  possessors.     One  hiiH  of  the  nave  b  divided  off  by  a 
screen  of  about  twenty  feet  in  height,  which  is  surmounted  by 
an  iron  ^tin^  richly  ^It,  and  which  reaches  to  the  roof  of  the 
chapcd.     The  nans  assemble  in  the  apartment  behind  it,  and 
without  being  seen,  can  join  in  the  solemn  service  of  the  mans, 
and  unite  the  melody  of  their  voices  with  the  loud  pealing 
iinthem  sustained  by  the  choir  of  seculars  in  the  body  of  the 
chapel.     In  the  centre  of  the  screen^  and  upon  a  level  with 
the  pavement  of  the  chapel,  there  is  a  large  square  window, 
with  a  strong  double  grating  of  iron,  richly  gilt,  which  fronts  the 
high  altar,  and  where  the  nuns  receive  the  sacrament,  smd  are 
allowed  occafiionally  to  hold  communication  with  their  rela- 
tiTcs.     About  the  pulpit,  the  organ,  and  altar  rails,  we  ob- 
served a  good  deal  of  curious  carving  profusely  overlaid  with 
gilding.     Upon  the  left  hand  there  is  a  small  but  elegant  se- 
pulchral sacella,  in  which,  within  small  gla^s  cases,  are  depo- 
sited the  remains,   under  monumental   efligies,  of  the  royal 
■founder  of  the  convent,  Don  Alphonso,  son  of  the  sixth  king 
^■of  Portugal  of  th^it  name,  and  his  wife  Donna  Theresa  Mar- 
^Kne.     Upon  the  side  of  the  tomb,  our  Saviours  passion  is  re- 
■''  ^irescnted  in  very  high  relief,  and  on  white  stone;   and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  chapel  opposite  are  the  tombs,  with  recum- 
bent figures  of  their  two  children.     In  the  sontbem  part  of 
I  the  building  we  found  a  tomb  and  monumental  efiigics  of  a 
iiery  early  dat(-%  judging  from  the  rude  execution  of  its  sculp- 
ture, but  in  such  a  complete  state  of  decay,  that  no  satisfactory 
note  could  be  mado  of  it.     There  appeared  to  l>e  the  rL*cum- 
bent  figure  upon  it  of  a  knight,  covered  with  a  coat  of  steel 
^■letwork,  and  liaving  a  sw^ord  girt  round  his  hiuis,  witfi  a  lion 
l^piepo^ing  at  his  feet,  and  an  elephant  below  the  feet  of  the 
female  effigy.     These  were  probably  meant  to  repi'eseut  royal 
irsonages. 
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The  nqnediict,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  coa^t,  and  ex- 
tends upon  nearly  a  thousand  arches  in  an  indirect  line  for 
upvranlat  of  two  league!^,  to  the  ueighlxiuring  mountains,  it  » 
surprisingly  magiiiticeiit  object.  The  iiupply  of  water,  how- 
ever, ig  smd  to  be  deficient  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  the 
first  fiiilurc  being  worse  even  than  the  Ia£tt«  where  the  hcnt  is 
9u  great,  and  &o  many  ablutions  are  required.  CoEtigan  states 
that  this  aqueduct  owes  its  origin  to  a  lady  abbess  of  the  c<m* 
vent  having  a  brother  in  conimand  over  the  district  in  1640, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  forward  recruits  to  the  army,  then  sta-* 
tioned  on  the  Spanish  frontier^  but  who  prefL-rrcd  contributiT^ 
to  the  convenience  of  the  nuns,  rather  than  to  the  augments* 
tion  of  his  sovereif^n  8  forces,  and  ^o  released  all  those  persons 
from  the  cfl'ect  of  the  conscription,  who  were  willing  to  remain 
ut  home  and  aisifit  in  its  eonsmiction. 

Forwarding  previously  a  letter  of  recommendation,  which 
bad  been  given  us  by  a  distinguished  person  d^i  Porto,  to  the 
'*  Dignissimo  D-  Abbade  de  Fonte  Boa,  par  especial  uierci/'  a 
deputy  in  the  Corics,  we  conunued  our  rouio  at  first  over  a 
niurt?  open  and  interesting  country,  but  by  roads  so  execrably 
bad»  that  the  footing  of  our  mules  was  rendered  very  in&ocure. 
This  was  succeeded  by  a  gloomy  pine-forest  to  the  left,  through 
the  open  spaces  of  which  occasional  glimpses  were  obtained  of 
the  seu  gleuiniiig  in  the  distance ;  and  in  the  direction  of  north- 
Cast  on  our  right,  towards  Braga  and  Guimaraens,  a  lofty  Sena 
broke  the  line  of  the  horizon,  resembling  in  its  general  cba- 
raetor  the  appearance  of  the  Malvern  range.  The  intervening 
country  seemed  to  lie  well  cultivated,  and  to  alK)und  with 
agricultural  wealth.  After  a  tedious  day  s  journey,  the  blue 
smoke  curling  upwards  frum  the  chimnies  of  the  worthy  Ab* 
badc's  house,  gave  us  the  welcome  notice  of  our  approach  to 
Fonte  Boa,  and  of  tlie  hospitalities  which  awaitfvl  our  arrival. 
The  Abbude  had  for  some  hours  been  looking  out  for  ua,  and 
descending  with  great  kindness  the  flight  of  steps  in  froot  of 
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his  house,  attended  by  four  or  five  gentlemen  in  mouriirn^,  to 
introduce  ms  under  his  roof,  ushered  us  through  large  folding 
gate4  into  an  inclo:^  court,  on  one  8ide  of  which  were  ranf^ 
in  old  manenal  Myle  the  grange  and  stable  buildings ;  while, 
round  three  sides  of  the  square  ran  a  covered  gallery,  and  iin- 
demeath  were  the  rooms  for  domeAtir  purposes^  fiuch  as  storrr- 
housc«  and  cellars-  The  party  in  the  house  consisted  of  our 
excellent  host,  his  brothers,  n  friend,  and  the  ^sistant  Curf, 
irilo  met  us  at  tea  in  a  spacious  hall,  as  soon  as  we  had  laid 
aside  our  travelling  attire,  and  had  performed  the  necessary 
abhitions. 

We  soon  learnt  the  cause  of  the  family  being  assembled  and 
drewced  in  black,  which  was  the  recoiil  death  of  the  Abbades 
fatlier.  The  kindness  of  manner,  however,  evinced  towards 
us  by  the  whole  party,  speedily  relieved  us  from  all  sense  of 
intrusion  under  the  unfortunate  circumxtance ;  nor  was  there 
onythinfT  wanting  to  render  our  reception  most  extremely 
agreeable.  Tii  the  course  of  the  evening  Ihe  Abbade  led  us  to 
ft  balcony  upon  the  eastern  side  of  his  house,  which  overlooked 
a  garden  laid  out  in  a  formal  manner,  and  commanded  a  fine 
view  of  the  mountain  range  running  southward  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Guimaraena  and  of  the  fort,  which  crowns  tlie 
summit  of  the  Monte  de  Francado.  a  military  station  of  consi- 
derablc  importance.  The  view  was  much  in  the  style  of  the 
scenery  about  Btignerre  de  Bigorre  in  the  lower  Pyrenees, 
Tiw  valley  is  richly  wooded  and  intersected  by  the  Rio  Ca- 
vado,  on  whose  left  bank  the  vine-clad  villaq:e  of  Fontc  Boa  is 
prettily  situated.  The  full  moon  had  just  riseu^  and  '*  slept 
sweetly"  on  the  hills  which  fronted  us. 

the  floof  of  heaven 

WiLB  Uitck  mluiJ  with  putinL'^  of  l^ri^ht  p>ld  ; 

and  never  was  a  more  lovely  scene  beheld.     From  ilie  ele- 
Tated  height  <m  which  the  fort  is  situated,  the  city  of  Porto 
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may  be  discovered  in  clear  weather,  and  the  Atluntic  ocean 
generally,  which  h  only  twelve  miles  distant. 

Hie  inliahiUiiit  of  the  Minho  is  very  proud,  ntid  jnitlly  an,  of 
bis  fertile  and  beautiful  province*  It  was  highly  pleasing  to 
olwerve  the  ilark  eye  of  our  hpnevoleiil  friend  sjiarkle  with 
delic^ht,  as  he  proudly  pointed  out  its  rocks,  woodtt^  forests, 
rivers,  hills,  and  mountaiiiH ;  and  dilcited  U|U)ii  \is  varied  beau- 
ties, rich  agriculttiral  productions,  and  inexhnu&Llhle  fertility. 
Twice  in  the  exultaiioti  of  his  heart  he  rej^atcd  the  addre^ 
of  Soult  to  the  French  troops,  when  showing:  them  from  the 
liuniiTiit  of  the  Senhor  del  Monte,  near  Braga,  the  rich  vale 
below  extending  to  tlie  shores  of  the  sea,  by  way  of  exciting 
their  thirst  for  conquest,  as  Hannibal  is  said  to  have  diACC^* 
vered  to  his  army,  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Cenis.  the  fertile 
plains  of  Italy ;  Vetwz,  soldatxl  vencz  uair  it  jxirafiix  qui  rwuM 
attend.  The  province  contains  two  important  cities,  Porto 
and  lifa^<i,  which  is  coustdured  its  capital;  twenty-six  town^, 
of  which  the  principal  are  Vianna,Guimaraens,  Pontede  Lima, 
Villa  de  Cond^,  Caminha,  Mun^^aon,  Darcelus  and  Valeit^a; 
two  cpiftoopal  and  &yc  collegiate  churches,  and  more  than 
five  hundred  parishes;  a  populatiod  of  nearly  a  million,  whidi 
is  nine  times  as  many  as  that  of  thcAlcmtejo;  numerous 
rivers,  some  of  which.  Custigaii  asserts,  produce  the  only 
salmon  to  be  had  in  Portug:al,  and  wliich  is  sent  even  as  tax 
as  Madrid.  Over  the  Minho  and  i)ouro,  which  fimii  the 
northern  and  southern  boundaries  of  the  province,  more  than 
two  hundred  stone  bridges  facilitate  int^it-aiilile  cutnmnnica- 
tiona,  and  after  these  the  principal  rivon*  arc  the  Kio  Lima, 
tlic  Rio  Taintga,  the  Uio  Ave,  and  llie  Kio  Cavado,  which 
runs  by  Barcelos,  and  falls  mto  the  sea  at  £s{io%endc. 

In  a  military  point  of  view,  this  province  is  of  great  iniport- 
Oiicc.  Amarantc  may  be  said  to  be  the  key  of  Porto.  The 
fortified  places  on  the  Minho  arc  Caminha.  Villa  Nova,  Vu- 
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leD^,  La  Pe\%  Mon^o,  tind  Mclga^u,  the  northerDmo«t 
"villa"  of  Portugal,  not  far  from  Kibailavia,  aud  Orcnac  itk 
tlie  Provmce  of  Galicia.  Chains  of  mountains  a»d  iiumerouti 
rivers,  such  as  the  Rio  Coura,  the  Rio  Lima,  the  Rio  Homcm, 
the  Rio  Caldo,  Cabado,  and  Taincga^  with  the  l>eate,  the 
Da\*c,  and  the  Viscla.  form  the  natural  defence  of  llie  northern 
frontier.  The  country  h  more  open  to  llie  north-east  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  Lima,  and  consequently  more  pains  have 
been  taken  iri  erecting  fortifications  for  it^  defence.  The 
Datural  difficultiea  which  present  themselves  to  the  progress  of 
an  invading  army,  have  at  all  limes  secured  this  province  from 
the  Caatilian  ^a^p*  the  defiles  and  impenetrable  pasties  of  the 
mountaiiiH  aidmg  the  deaihless  hate  borne  towards  the  Spa* 
niard  by  the  hardy  Lusitanian. 

Afler  listening  with  pleasure  to  our  host's  animated  enume- 
ration of  the  principal  features  of  hid  province,  our  conversa- 
tion turned  upon  European  and  Transatlantic  politics.  Suffi- 
cient French  was  known  by  tlie  party  to  render  our  communi- 
cations  perfectly  easy.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  managing 
to  satisfy  their  queries  as  to  our  twirc-told  tafe  of  Itomi&h 
restitution  to  civil  power  tn  England;  but  not  no  much  to 
meet  their  inquiries  about  the  Calvinistic  sect,  of  whom  a 
correct  account  wus  given  them-  We  endeavoured  to  make  it 
clear  tiiat  the  British  gDvernment  was  not  bound  by  treaty 
to  interfere  with  their  domestic  arrangements ;  that  the  English 
troops  in  Portugal  were  intended  principaliyas  a  check  againiit 
the  political  views  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  partly  as  Q 
cxninter]Kiise  to  the  possession  by  the  French  i>f  certain  Htroog 
places  in  Sp^n.  In  accordance  with  an  old  rule  of  hospita- 
lity, still  observed  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  tlie  Abbade 
placed  his  guests  in  arm-cbairs  at  the  upper  end  of  the  supper- 
table,  which  was  abundantly  supplied  with  a  great  variety  nf 
dishes;  and  in  addition  to  the  substantial  part  of  the  meal, 
fruits  and  sweetmeats  were  served  to  us  in  profusionp  and  a 
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biscuit  called  Inglczcn,  but  better  than  the  far-ramcd  Lcman 
ever  compounded.  The  prying  curiosity  of  the  domesticR 
convinced  us  that  an  Eaglishman  was  rather  a  rara  avU  in  thu 
remote  part  of  the  province-  The  health  of  the  British  sove- 
reign was  enlhusiafitically  toasted  in  most  excellent  wine,  and 
the  ni^ht  had  far  advanced, — indeed  it  was  almost  momiQi^,  it 
must  be  confessed,  before  we  could  break  up  our  agreeable 
convenation  and  retire  to  rest.  The  di^ified  manners,  intel- 
ligence, and  liberal  feelings  of  the  enbghtened  Ahbade,  gave 
a  charm  to  our  visit  at  Fonte  Boa,  which  can  never  be  for- 
gotten. 

The  whole  party  attended  us  to  our  Liteira  and  the  mules, 
when  we  quitted  the  hoose,  and  witli  no  empty  word<i  of 
parting  compliment;  for  we  found  afterwards  that  our  libeml 
host  was  r^fiolved  that  we  should  carry  iiway  some  substantial 
proofs  of  his  muniltcent  hospitality  in  the  complete  renewal  of 
the  contents  of  uur  shattered  cundessa.  We  crossed  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Cavado  in  a  ferryboat,  about  two  milca 
above  Espozende,  (o  Barca  do  Lago,  where  a  detachment  of 
Silveira's  rebel  troops  appeared  in  the  late  disturbaneos. 
Finding,  however,  the  opposite  heights  already  in  the  occu* 
pation  of  the  constitutional  forces,  they  did  not  attempt  the 
passage  of  the  river^  but  made  a  rapid  retreat,  first  destroying 
all  the  boats,  in  order  that  they  might  retire  unpursucd.  A 
granite  column^  erected  above  the  landing-place,  and  bearing 
the  date  of  August  21,  1766,  designates  the  ferry  as  the  pro- 
perty, by  royal  grant,  of  a  fidalgo,  whose  quinta  we  soon 
passed  to  our  left,  bordering  on  the  skirts  of  a  pine  forest, 
which  emitted  a  strong  resinous  odoar  under  the  inducnce  of 
a  broiling  sun.  From  the  high  ground  above  the  ferry,  the 
view  up  the  river,  which  wind£  in  the  direction  of  the  valley 
extended  at  the  base  of  the  Scrra,  Is  pc^rlectly  bcautifuL  For 
a  considerable  distance  our  road  passed  through  a  pine  forest, 
the  indigenous  production  of  this  sandy  difltriet,  occa«onal 
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vi«wa  of  the  sea  being  <?Aiight  through  ihe  vij^tas  to  the  left. 
On  the  ri{^ht.  a  line  of  nigged,  bare  moniilains  n:>Mr  Hl)ove  the 
valley,  whose  sides  were  covered  with  musses  of  rock  spread 
over  their  surface  iu  wild  confuxion,  a»;  tUougli  tliey  hud  been 
the  effect  of  a  volcanic  eruption.  Never  was  beheld  such  a 
picture  of  desolation.  The  scenery  was  even  iiiorv  wild  th;:iii 
that  of  the  Scrra  dc  Cinlra.  A  few  goats  and  herdsmen 
4ip[ieared  to  be  the  only  occiipantii  of  this  dreary  desert^  nave 
a  hermit,  v/hosc  colU  perched  on  one  of  the  highest  peaks  c^ 
the  mn^,  contributed  more  forcibly  to  mark  its  solitude. 
Nor  were  the  horrors  of  the  wilderness  diminished  by  the 
frequent  fH'Curretice  of  cros»e»  on  the  read-side,  recording 
to  the  parsing  traveller  the  midnight  scene  of  sanguinary 
murders  :— 


And  boro  snd  tbcre^  oh  up  tb«  creg«  yrm  spring, 
Mark  oiuny  rude-^tirved  vrostpt  nvur  tlie  path  : 
Vet  (li^em  n;>t  th«^  di^vijiifjit'A  i>1fenng — 
llieM  ntp.  nieiunrinU  frail  of  murderous  wr&th  : 
For  wbcTcao'«T  the  ^ritbing  victim  linlh 
Poured  forth  hln  tiluod  bciicfatb  (he  usfiiuaiii'*  knifo, 
Soni«  hnnd  er»cU  a  i-tohh  of  uimildorin^  lalh  ; 
And  ^ove  and  gkn  with  thounand  sucb  are  nf«» 
TliroLighout  tUi£  pitfple  land,  tpliere  law  ^^fiircs  not  \\U* 

Byhom, 

The  heat  of  the  day  compelled  \i^  once  mure  to  have  re- 
course to  the  shady  side,  and  tbe  stouo  cross  of  a  solitary  church- 
yard, ^tuated  in  the  midfeet  of  a  [line  forest,  where  some  hour*  of 
repose  M'ere  acceptable  both  to  the  mules  and  ourselves.  Link, 
in  speaking  of  the  beauty  and  strength  l>oth  of  the  mule  and 
the  ass  in  this  country^  adds,  that  ''the  inhabitants  of  thift 
peninsula  have  a  peculiar  and  very  excellent  kind  of  stirrups, 
being  a  very  stili'  wooden  clog,  open  behind.  The  two  prin- 
cipal pieces  of  wood  form  a  sliarp  point  before,  and  the  Iwu 
»ide»are  clocked  by  triangular  pieces.   The  opening  is  so  wide* 
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that  Uie  ri<ler  cannot  lie  entangled  if  the  animal  fitumble ;  nor 
can  his  foot  be  cruahed,  or  hurt,  if  he  fall  on  his  side.  It  Js 
indeed  surpmiug  that  these  useful  stirrups  begin  Lo  be  le^ 
esteemed  than  the  more  ornamental  stirrups  imported  from 
abroad.  In  Spain  and  Portugal,  single  travt?llers  are  often 
accompanied  by  a  servant,  who  sometimes  ndea  on  an  asH,  but 
more  frequently  runs  on  fool;  and  I  knew  ihat  these  runners 
go  eleven  or  twelve  milci^  in  this  manner.  1  have  also  seen 
CaleseroSj  or  chaij^e-drivent,  for  sevei^l  hours  running  beside 
their  mules,  and  continually  in  a  trot.  It  is  indeed  surprising 
what  fatigue  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  can  bear,  how 
temperately  they  live,  and  what  heat  and  cold  they  can 
endure.  Nor  must  we  expect  tu  find>  among  the  south-Euro- 
peans, any  weak,  effeminate  men;  for  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  perhaps  more  enterpi'ising  and  more  persevering  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  north,  as  they  would  no  doubt  show,  would 
bui  iheir  governments  permit-" 

Leaving  Darquc  to  the  left,  we  crossed  the  Ponte  de  Cas- 
tella  de  Neyva,  in  the  midst  of  scenery,  which  for  its  beauty, 
grandeur,  and  extent,  might  well  be  compared  with  the  more 
fevoured  regions  of  the  Alps ;  and  then  through  a  deep  gorge 
which  led  up  to  a  mountain  track,  in  most  places  not  affording 
a  greater  breadth  for  the  footing  of  the  mules  than  that  of  a 
mere  sheep-path,  From  this  height  we  first  obtained  a  view 
of  the  pretty  town  of  Vianna,  defended  towards  the  sea  by  Fort 
S.  Jago.  The  valley  and  lower  range  of  hills  are  co\*cred  with 
pine  trees,  running  behind  which  is  ^en  in  the  distance  a 
long  line  of  bare,  denticulated  summit**,  which  fall  upon  the 
Bea.  The  town  of  Vianna  is  situated  at  the  southern  extremity 
of  this  range  of  mountains,  and  upon  ground  deserted  by  the 
ocean,  Tho  road  now  wound  down  between  countless  monti- 
cules of  sand,  throMm  up  by  the  violence  of  the  westerly 
winds,  some  of  which  were  totally  bare,  and  others  covered 
with  the  phtfu  mariiifoa,  to  the  left  bank  of  tho  Lima,  which 
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we  cra><«e<l  in  a  very  broad  part  by  an  extremely  long  wooden 
biidge  of  nearly  balf  a  mile  in  length,  like  the  long  e»u)»eway 
over  the  lake  of  Mexico,  runaing  for  some  distance  in  a 
straight  line  to  abont  its  centre,  where  it  makes  a  i^arp  anjfle, 
and  turns  dir^^ctly  to  the  town  upon  the  right  bank*  The 
evaporation  from  the  sands  at  inten'aiK,  in  consequence  of  ihe 
violent  beat,  resembled  the  smoke  which  rises  from  lire^ 
recently  lighted. 

The  whole  iengUi  of  Vianna  fronts  the  Lima,  from  which  it 
is  divided  by  a  brood  and  handsome  quay>  It  was  formerly  a 
port  of  coiuiidcrable  tradr*,  even  in  the  export  of  the  Minho 
and  Douro  wines  to  England ;  but  owing  to  Ihe  aeeiimulation 
of  the  sand  at  the  bar,  only  vessels  of  small  burden  can  now 
enter  the  h&rbour — these  indeed  in  no  great  number,  and 
chiefly  of  the  Newfoundland  fish  trade.  The  neighbourhood 
is  romantic  and  pretty,  and  the  view  from  the  Dominican 
Convent  and  the  two  chapels  Mtuated  on  a  rising  gnDurid, 
which  overlooks  an  open  plain  extending  to  tlie  gates  of  the 
Ibrt,  is  singularly  beantifiil,  particularly  to  the  left  np  the 
river,  in  the  direction  of  Ponte  dc  Lima  and  its  neighbouring 
fierr^.  The  town  was  founded  by  King  Alphunso  IIL,  who 
gave  it  the  privileges  of  a  villa  in  1253.  The  fort^  which 
immedi;it<?ly  conmiands  thv  bar,  must  have  been  u  place  of 
COTieiderable  strength,  being  defended  by  five  bastions,  and  a 
deep  ditch  worked  in  the  nx'k,  and  standing  in  a  very  elevated 
situation;  but  when  we  walked  round  its  ramparts,  the  place 
KCi^nied  nearly  dLsniantled,  and  there  were  only  thi^e  guns 
mounted,  ono  of  which,  pointed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  was 
Eogli»h.  The  GovernadoT  das  Armas  of  the  hlinbo  resides 
here*  It  is  the  second  Corrcgimento  of  the  province,  a  Co- 
marcft  town,  ufiEl  its  pujnilation  cannut  bt?  less  than  nine 
thousand  souls.  The  fishery  off  the  coast  forms  at  present  its 
principal  resuorce;  and  a  fair  is  annually  hekl  towards  tiie 
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end  of  August,  ty  which  the  finest  mule^^  in  the  couDtry  are 
brought  for  sale, 

A  BenedietiDe  Convent  is  situated  to  the  north-east  of 
the  town,  acd  the  same  arrangements  are  made  in  the  chapel 
for  the  concealment  of  the  nuns  during  their  attendance  at 
mass,  OS  at  Villa  de  Conde,  but  here  upon  a  level  with  the 
cboir-  A  dour,  doubly  i^ecured  with  bolts  and  locks,  opens  in 
the  centre  of  the  grating,  through  which  the  sisterhood  receive 
among  them  a  noviciate,  upon  whom  the  world  is  at  that 
awfiil  moment  closed  for  ever.  The  pulpit  and  side-altars 
are  remarkable  for  bearing  a  profusion  of  carving  and  gilding. 
We  faimd  tolerable  accommodations  at  the  Does  Amigos,  but 
in  so  narrow  a  street  that  we  could  have  shaken  hands,  had 
WG  been  so  disposed,  with  our  opposite  neighhoura.  A  prin- 
cipal person  from  the  police-ofGce  came  to  us  at  night,  when 
we  were  at  supper,  with  our  passport>  and  pointed  ont  an 
informality  in  it,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  civil  autho- 
rities at  Porto,  which  might  have  procured  our  imprisonment, 
had  not  the  bland  disposition  of  our  friend  been  wanned  by  a 
cup  of  wine  and  a  small  present,  to  make  us  the  gratifying 
assurance  that  he  had  too  great  a  respect  for  the  English 
naticm  to  offer  us  the  slightest  hindrance.  We  detained  the 
civil  old  gentleman  for  some  hours,  and  it  was  late  when  h6 
rose  to  depart,  which  he  did  with  protestations  of  profound 
respect  for  our  listening  with  patience  to  the  recital  of  his  own 
&mily  circumstances,  and  the  many  grievances  of  his  decliU'- 
ing  days. 

The  distance  from  Vianna  to  Caminha  is  three  leagues^  pass- 
ing by  Tifa,  across  the  Rio  Amora;  Lagarta,  beyond  the  Rio 
Carresso,  and  Arioza;  and  thence  two  leagues  of  road  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rio  Minho  lead  to  Villa  Nova  da  Cerveira, 
by  LanhelaSt  Anhel,  Gondarim,  and  Lobos.  The  town  and 
fortress  of  Valeni^a  is  about  the  same  distance  from  Caminha, 
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and  the  road  runs  tlirougli  CampQs,  ViUameam,  Corner,  and 
San  Pedro  da<i  Torres,  beautifully  situated  above  the  banks  of 
the  river. 

Upon  our  quitting  Vianna,  we  wound  up  the  narrow  strceU 
of  the  town*  and  crossing  ths  open  space  lying  between  tho 
foft  and  tbc  chapcLs  already  noticed,  we  directed  our  course 
on  a  line  of  road  above  the  sea-flhore,  from  which  wo  were 
acpaiuted  by  inclosures  of  nmizeor  Indian  wheat;  while  upon 
our  right  ran  a  range  of  hills  overlooking  a  valley  of  consi- 
derable extent,  which  was  enlivened  by  an  almost  continiioim 
line  of  pretty  country  rcfiidcnces,  built  aomethiog  in  the  Ita- 
lian style,  and  standing  in  tbc  midst  of  gardens  remarkable 
for  their  verdant  appearance.  Such  is  the  fertility  of  the  £oil 
in  this  district,  that  the  farmer  us^ually  takes  three  crops  Cram 
his  grounds;  first,  grass  or  turnips,  in  the  mcnst  reason  of 
winter,  for  hiti  cattle ;  the  second  cnn^isting  of  rye,  aud 
itimes  barley ;  and  the  third  of  Indian  com.  Sea-weed 
tbc  principal  manure  employed  in  dressing  the  land^, 
[tnd  during  our  progress  it  appeared  as  if  all  the  women 
children  of  the  province  were  engaged  on  the  shore  in 
'collecting  with  long  rakes,  or  forming  into  ricks,  when  dried 
n  tlie  »auds,  tliis  valuable  "  arga^e;*'  just  ns  we  hnvc  seen 
peftisantTy  of  our  Norman  isles  gathering  the  "  vreck,"  to 
've  as  manure  for  their  fields.  While  the  vk'umen  wen.- 
tnployed  in  this  laborious  occupation,  their  husbands,  ihs  good 
lilors  tm  itidt)htrioi]s  farmers,  were  off  the  coast  engaged  in 
ishing,  the  maize  having  been  weeded,  and  not  being  yet  npe 
ir  the  Juckle  to  del&in  lliem  on  shon?. 
Rood-side  chapels,  with  pictures  of  souls  in  purgatory,  mocl 
horribly  executed,  and  a  box  to  recm'c  the  passenger's  alms, 
-"  FelQa  Almas  dos  que  mais  excrcitarao  as  obras  dc  miseri- 
cmdia  coin  wi  proxiraos," — everywhere  challenged  i«ir  com- 
passion ;  and  wc  frequently  met  with  tlfcc  hgurc  of  our  Saviour, 
a&  large  as  life,  on  a  lofty  cross,  rudely  sculptured  and  as 
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rudely  painlcdr  with  the  accompaniment  of  the  sacritical 
implements. 

A  fanner  boosted  to  us'  at  a  wine-house,  where  our 
muietettrs  slopped  to  refresh  their  beasts,  how  nicely  he  had 
Irieked  a  priest  out  of  his  gains  upon  at  tow  which  he  had 
performed.  It  appeared  that  he  had  taken  his  cattle  to  show 
them  to  some  imag^  of  Nossa  Senhora,  and  to  have  them 
blessed  for  the  current  year;  hut  upon  tbe  sacerdotal  demand 
of  tbe  ufiual  fee,  the  fellow  declared  that  he  had  done  as  much 
as  he  intended,  and  tliat  payment  of  money  formed  no  part  of 
Uie  ceremony. 

Tile  retreat  of  8ilveira  was  scrawled  everywhere  on  the 
very  pavement  over  which  we  passed,  and  in  the  most  oppro- 
brious manner,  by  some  wit,  who  evidently  had  read  or  heard 
of  Sancho'g  misfortune,  when  the  Knight  of  La  lUancha  ad* 
vanccd  to  the  demolition  of  the  mills. 

Arrived  ai  Caminha,  which  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Minho,  with  a  population  of  leas  than  two  thousand  souU, 
and  paasinfr  under  a  long  wall  which  incloses  the  quinta  and 
buildings  of  the  Convent  of  Santa  Clara,  we  went  immediately 
to  report  ourselves  to  the  Julz  dc  Fora,  and  thence  to  the 
bouse  of  Seiihor  .loz^  Manoel  de  Canalho,  a  linen-draper  and 
oihclal  character,  who  received  us  very  kindly,  and  conducted 
usrouiul  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  where  there  was  the  imposing 
force  of  two  guns,~for  even  these  twain  had  been  aufficient  to 
frighten  into  immediate  retreat  the  cowardly  detachment  of 
wretches  sent  against  the  town  by  tlieir  mad  general,  the 
Marquess  tic  Chavt's, — and  then  to  the  Church  of  Matrise, 
where  wc  found  a  fi^rc  of  the  infant  Jesus,  dressed  in  the 
habit  of  a  Fninciscan  monk,  and  placed  in  the  arms  of  a 
colossal  image  of  St.  Christopher,  The  lofty  and  herblees 
miiuntains  in  G^licia,  which  front  the  town,  presenting  a  very 
bold  outline,  so  encircle  the  river  here,  as  lo  give  it  tbe 
appearance  of  a  lake.     The  ]>eople  of  Urn  town  have  the  b^t 
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ilispoftttion  towanls  liberal  itLstitytion^,  aiid  it  wa«  ^atifying- 
lo  hear  an  officer  of  very  hif^h  rank,  who  prewied  us  lo  accept 
the  hospitalities  which  his  hoiii^  ^brdcd^  declare  most  cnei*' 
gelicalty  his  hope  that  Portugese  mothers  would  teach  thoir 
childreTi  what  a  debt  of  gratitude  was  due  from  the  nation  to 
the  British  people,  for  their  timely  intcrferBnce  Qgairiftt  Spa- 
nish agression. 

We  quitted  the  town  by  the  northern  gate>  attended  to  tho 
frrry  by  our  kind  friends,  whose  sentiments  had  so  much 
dcligrhtcd  us,  where  we  crossed  the  Couro,  pouring  its  \vfltcr9 
inio  the  Miiiho.  A  narrow  causeway  of  consiclerahlu  tengtli 
led  up  to  a  road  which  ran  upon  a  high  ground  parallel  with 
the  river,  and  frequently  under  canopies  formed  by  viiifs, 
The  scenery  upon  the  Spanish  rfdc  of  tho  river  is  quit* 
equal,  in  grandeur  and  sublimity,  to  the  vit^ws  upon  the 
Khone  about  Valence,  Mt.  Pilat  and  Orange.  Were  the 
itinerant  of  the?  Itlione  to  visit  the  lovely  bankN  tjf  Ou;  JVIinho, 
he  would  tind  an  abundance  of  rich  subjects  for  his  own 
elegunt  |>em:ilj  even  were  he  not  to  admit  (heir  ulNsiirpai«ing 
beauty. 

At  Villa  Nova  da  Cerveira,  an  old  civilian  shouldered  his 
musket  at  the  gates  with  the  utmost  pomp  of  circumslance, 
»»d,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  entrance,  d(;rnandcd  in  a 
fierce  manner  onr  business  and  passports,  and  tlicn  ordered  us 
off  in  quick  time  to  the  magistrate.  The  batlio!*  of  this 
military  display  by  a  member  of  a  town  garrison,  was  truly 
[.ftmusing,  and  did  not  frighten  ns.  The  town  i«  nniinportantt 
and  contains  not  more  thojt  about  a  thousand  inhabitants. 
Taking  leave  of  the  military  governor,  we  proceeded  on  our 
route  to  Valen^a,  the  glories  of  a  splendid  sun-set  giving  a 
bnltiant  effect  to  the  mountain  scenery  around  us.  The  gates 
of  the  fortress  were  closed  before  wc  arrived,  but  fortunately 
we  had  been  providcil  with  a  leUer  of  recoiumendalion  to  the 
Pari.  a 
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governor,  "  IlltiatrisBiino  Scnhor  Tenente  Rei  da  Prafo,  &c, 
&c."  which  procured  our  admission,  afterasbort  delay,  within 
the  walls,  and  to  comfortable  quarters  at  the  Estalagem  R^. 


TWO    MONKLS    aXEK    AT    TUT    IN    ftPAlX. 
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Where  LuMUnifL,  onil  hvt  «»ter  me^t, 
Deem  y<-  whit  iKtmnU  ihi-  rltal  re^ilnis  divide  f 
Or*re  ihe  Jriloua  Queens  of  notiaai  grttt^ 
Doth  Miithu  iiitf^rpoM  liis  mighlj  lid«  ? 
Or  daik  SidTQjt  rUc  ia  cr«4iicy  pritl«  ? 
Or  fnicc  of  ait.  like  China's  va»ty  wait  7 

Cbildb  Harolo. 


■     The  fortified  town  of  Valcn^a  was  foimded  hy  llie  ?4oldierH 

Bof  the  Roman  general  Virialus  on  ils  present  site,  which  is 

Hconnidembly  elevated  abov^e  the  Minlio,  commanding  a  \a5t 

B  extent  of  country  on  every  side,  the  passage  of  the  river,  and 

Btlic  once  proud  fortres-s  of  Tiiy,  in  the  Spanish  proi'ince  of 

BGaltcia,  but  now  almost  completely  dismantled.     The  rampart 

and  bastions  of  Valen^a  are  at  present  kept  up  in  very  good 

condition ;  and  since  the  apprehension  was  eniertaint-d  of  an 

attack  from  llir  rt^bel  troops  of  Silveira,  in  order  to  prevent 

tlie  place  from  being  taken  by  surprise,  they  have  beea  further 

protected  hy  a  very  strong  stoccade  headed  with  iron  points, 

which  has  been  carried  entirely  round  the  town.     A  large 

ion  uf  the  cannon  in  the  different  batteries  are  hght  pieces 

itly  supplied  by  the  governor  of  Porto,  to  enable  the  gar- 

>D  to  withstand  any  sudden  advance  of  the  enemy.     Tlie 
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prospect  from  llie  Hagataff  in  the  centre  of  tlie  Tort,  over  the 
Miuho  to  the  rival  town  of  Tiiy,  and  the  fine  lofty  range  of 
nioutitmua  which  run  behind  it,  is  parliculariy  striking.  The 
eRstern  curtain  appears  to  be  the  strongest,  find  the  asceot  of 
the  insulated  hilJ  on  that  side  to  be  the  steepest.  The  number 
of  nieu  of  whom  the  garrison  at  present  consists,  does  not 
simouDt  to  more  than  one  thousand,  and  these  belong  to  the 
9th  and  2Ist  regiments,  the  latter  being  attached  to  the  town. 
Quarters  however  are  already  prepared  to  receive  the  troops, 
which  were  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  Constitutional  amiyoo  o;ther 
points  of  the  frontier- 

To  the  north-east  is  seen,  prettily  situated  in  a  well-culti- 
vated valley  extending  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  a  con- 
veni  of  nuns,  now  restored,  but  which  Soult  burnt  in  his  pas- 
sage of  the  Mioho,  when  he  nearly  reduced  Valenca  Itself 
likewise  to  a  heap  of  ruins.  To  the  east,  and  thence  running 
iu  the  direction  of  south-west,  a  bold  line  of  Serra  pre-sents 
itself,  which  divides  this  part  of  the  province  from  the  district 
in  which  Ponte  de  Lima  is  situated.  Tuy  is  within  musket- 
shot  of  Valenpa,  whose  guns  would  soon,  in  case  of  hostilities 
occurring  between  the  two  countries!,  demolish  its  cathedra). 
Episcopal  Palace,  Carmelite  and  Benedictine  convents,  which 
form  the  prominent  features  of  the  place.  Indeed,  as  we 
were  informed  by  the  governor,  a  deputation  of  monks  and 
canons  was  sent  to  the  commander  of  Valeufa,  at  the  time  the 
French  occupied  Tuy,  to  implore  a  cessation  from  firing,  as 
considerable  damage  had  already  been  sustained  by  their  sa- 
cred edifices  from  the  Portuguese  artillery.  In  our  walks 
round  the  ramparts,  we  could  distinctly  hear  the  beat  of  the 
Spanish  drums,  and  even  the  cries  in  the  streets  of  Tuy. 
With  the  noble  breadth  of  river  before  us,  which  divides  the  two 
jealous  queens,  the  magnificent  range  of  mountains  to  the  north 
and  east,  and  the  apparently  impassable  barrier  of  the  towering 
Serra,  which  ha?  already  foeeii  noticed,  as  running  in  the  di- 
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recUoa  of  Boulh-wcst.  (the  whole  wiiald  form  a  fine  subject 
for  a  panorama.)  it  wa&  impuasiblc  ultogellicr  to  ackDOwledge 
the  uiccuracy  of  Lord  Byroi^K  j^cxraphiciil  JeMrfiptian,  or  per* 

^bapK  tlic  sublimity  aiid  the  boMue^  of  tbc  view  might  have 
created  erroneous  impressions  on  our  luiuds — 
N>  tianii^r  Wflll,  tin  tiirt-t  ')rrp  mvi  vt'uh, 
^^  Ni-  horrid  crnf;v,  ncir  oiciunlaiti-i  ilurk  Htui  toll, 

^^  Rue  liWti  ttiL-  ruc-I^N  tliAt  (lurt  lli><]ittnmS  laiitl  IVom  fiuul. 

Wc  wuitcd  early  upon  the  gOYcmor,  sm  luvalJd  colouc)  of 
ihc  rifle  corps,  who  received  us  with  great  civility,  and  imme- 
diately wrote  to  tlie  Juiz  de  Fora,  who  was  attending  a  court 
martial,  to  give  us  a  written  permission  to  ciofu  the  Minho, 
without  whicli  prcvioita  formality  wc  should  not  have  been 

I admitted  within  the  crumbling  walls  of  Tuy ;  and  as  it  was, 

H  we  were  most  strictly  acrutinizcd  on  landing  under  the  town, 
furniiijied  with  a  regular  pass^and  thence  trunsfentrd,  in  the  cus- 
tody of  a  ?>oldicr.  to  the  office  of  the  Intendunt  of  I'oKce,  whose 
malignant  character  and  devotion  to  principles  of  absolutism 
were  well  understood  at  Valen^^,  Although  wehadonly  ccmc 
over  for  the  day,  he  detained  us  under  one  pretext  or  another 
for  two  hours  bH(>re  we  could  obtain  from  him  the  dismissal 
of  OUT  ^ard,  and  liberty  for  ourselves  to  range  about  the  place 
without  tJie  rlistiiiction  of  such  an  attendant,  it  wbk  after- 
wards  discovered  that  our  friend  suspected  tliat  we  might  in- 
tend to  push  on  to  Vigo,  without  making  bim  the  accuxtome<i 
payment  of  two  franks  each  person  for  lawful  permisaion  so.  to 
do.  The  governor  of  Valen^a  had  iwcn  obliged,  he  told  us,  to 
write  this  gentleman  a  strong  lettt^r  of  ^solicitation  for  It^ve  to 
bring  awiiy  fmm  :i  well,  in  the  ncighboiirhnod  <jf  Tuy,  Komc 
few  bottles  of  water  impregnated  with  sulphur,  which  his  pe- 
culiar inaUidy  retpiired.  Some  communication  is  kept  up  tw- 
twecD  the  two  places  by  market-folks,  who  pass  to  and  fro  by 
the  ferry  uver  the  Minho,  and  there  is  stn  ocrasional  inter- 
change of  social  parties  between  persons  of  the  better  cIciAees;  but 


X>  ^^H  PORTUGAL  ^^l^^^H 

the  sudden  transition  from  Portnguese  to  Spanish  Ir<ibtts,  cus- 
toiUQ,  language,  and  costume,  in  crossing  the  Minha  from  Va- 
lenja  to  Tuy,  is  very  surprising;  the  women  of  tfie  latter  town 
wearing  the  dark  mantilla,  which  half  conceals  the  face,  and 
the  men  short  jackets,  their  hair  being  collected  beliind  in  the 
national  "Redecilla;''  occasionally  the  large  slouched  hat  and 
cloak;  the  netLer  garment  open  at  the  knee,  and  leathern 
gaitcra,  turned  down  with  a  deep  piece  of  black  velvet.  The 
Portuguese  language^  and  even  money,  seem  not  to  be  gener- 
ally comprehended  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tuy. 

The  contrast  between  the  coodition  of  the  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  troops  is  still  more  striking  than  that  between 
the  peasantry  of  the  two  Jiations-  We  had  left  in  Valenja 
as  tine  a  body  of  men,  as  well  drilled  and  equipped,  as  mili- 
tary looking,  and  as  bra\^  and  as  free,  as  the  best  troops  of 
constitutional  England*  Here  we  saw  the  tum-out  of  a  relief 
guard  at  the  town-gate,  composed  of  half-starved  wretches, 
without  stockings  or  shoes,  and  some  even  in  their  shirts,  whose 
best  distinction  was,  that  they  had  the  honour,  unworthy  as 
they  were,  of  carrying  muskets  impressed  with  the  mark  of 
the  tower  of  London,  and  therefore  of  British  manufacture ;  for 
in  every  other  respect  this  troop  in  tatters  was  quahfied  to 
rank  with  FalstafFs  ra^ed  regiment  of  recruits,  and,  as  in  his 
description  our  own  is  found  foresaid,  better  cannot  be  done,  in 
aid  of  a  feeble  attempt  at  representation,  than  to  cite  the  very 
words  of  the  sack-imbibing  warrior: — "If  I  be  not  ashamed 
of  my  soldiers,  1  am  a  souced  gurnet.  I  press  me  none  but 
good  householders,  yeomen's  sons ;  such  a  commodity  of  warm 
slaves,  as  had  as  lief  hear  the  devil  as  a  drum  ;  such  as  fear 
the  report  of  a  caliver  worse  than  a  struck  fowl,  or  a  hurt  wild- 
duck,  I  pressed  me  none  but  such  toasts  and  butter,  with 
hearts  in  their  bellies  no  bigger  than  pin's  heads,  and  they 
have  bought  out  their  services ;  and  now  my  whole  chai^ 
consists  of  ancients,  corporals,  lieutenants,  gentlemen  of  com- 
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panies,  slares  an  ragg^  as  Lazarus  in  the  paiated  cloth,  where 
the  glutton  s  dogs  licked  his  aores  :  and  such  as,  indeed,  tverc 
never  soldiers,  but  discarded  unjust  serving-men,  younger 
sons  to  younger  brothers,  revolted  tapsters,  and  ostlers  trade- 
fallen;  the  cankers  of  a  calm  world  and  a  long  peace,  ten 
times  more  dishonourable,  ragged,  than  an  old-faced  ancient ; 
and  such  have  I  to  fill  up  the  roonUL  of  them,  that  have  bought 
out  their  services,  tliat  you  would  think,  tliat  1  h^d  a  hundred 
and  fifty  tattered  pnxli^ls,  lately  come  from  swine-keeping, 
from  eating  draff  and  hu^kfi.  A  mad  fellow  met  me  on  tlie 
way,  and  told  me,  I  had  unloaded  all  the  gibbets,  and  pressed 
tbc  dead  bodies.  Xo  eyfi  hath  seen  such  s^^are^crows-  Nay, 
and  the  villains  march  wide  betwixt  the  le^,  as  if  they  had 
gyvejt  on ;  for  indeed,  I  had  the  most  of  them  out  of  prison. 
There's  but  a  shirt  and  a  half  in  all  my  company:  and  Ihc 
hair*shirt  is  two  najftkin^  tacked  together,  and  thrown  over  the 
fihoulders  like  a  heralds  coat  without  sleeves;  and  the  shirt, 
to  say  the  truth,  stolen  from  my  host.  But  lUat'jt  all  onej 
thcyll  lind  linen  cnoug:h  on  every  hedge." 

*'  P,  Hnv,  I  did  never  see  such  pitiful  rascalii/' 
Tuy  b  the  seat  of  a  bishop,  whose  wealth,  according  ton 
calculati<^in  furnished  \\n,  should  be  enormous ;  hut  let  that  pass, 
the  Benedictine  priest?  appeared  the  be$t  dressed  persons  of 
the  community,  and  not  only  that,  but  they  lookud  as  proud 
as  if  they  had  been  the  real  lords  of  the  soil.     A  group  of 
these  ascetics  were  assembled  before  the  door  of  the  cathe- 
dral, holding  high  converse  with  the  military  governor  of  the 
town,  and  near  them  a  short  figure  in  the  habit  (jf  St.  Fraoris ; 
and  as  wc  overheard  them  calling  us  English  brutes  and  he- 
retics, wc  thouf^hl  a  repre-i^entation  of  such  judges  worthy  youi 
inspection,  which  was  executed  in  sufficient  time  to  form  an 
addendum  to  the  last  letter.     The  cathedral  has  been  hnppily 
spared  by  the  cannon  of  Valcn^a.     It  is  indeed  a  fine  building, 
and  contains  numerous  side-chapeU ;  but  there  is  too  much  of 
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the  gilt-f(ingerbread  style  about  them,  and  Uie  euliiniTi«i  wtiicli 
support  the  canopy  over  the  high  altar  are,  in  violatiou  of  all 
taste,  bedaubed  with  red  paint.  We  found  some  colunim 
however  on  the  outside  of  the  chiiich,  which  did  not  display 
mich  proofs  of  wealth  and  jodgioent,  and  these  were  adorned 
.with  ^otcsqjc  capitals,  and  fibout  the  windows  were  mould- 
in({:s,  billtts,  rosettes,  lozenges,  and  zig-zag  lines  of  the  Syxon^ 
query  the  Saraccaic,  order.  Within  the  building  there  was  a 
jiuxlure  of  Saxon  and  Gothic  arches  aiid  capitals. 

Wc  vi»itcd  tlie  refectory  of  the  Carmelite  monks,  whom  we 
found  at  dinner,  and  who  politely  invited  us  to  share  tlieir  hos- 
pitality. The  arrangement  of  the  fraternity  at  the  tables,  accord- 
ing to  the  re»ipective  rank  of  its  members,  c^jrresponded  with 
tJic  rules  ol>scrvcd  amongst  us  in  the  olden  times  of  feudalism. 
The  aiicient-s  of  the  niona'^tery  occupied  the  tables  placed 
under  the  Dais,  while  the  younger  monks  were  gravely  seated 
at  the  lower  side-tables,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  th£ 
end  of  the  ball  and  close  to  the  kitchen  hatch,  whicli  was  tx* 
clusively  reserved  for  th€  hinds  and  villains  of  the  f;nimge, 
who,  nothing  awed  by  the  presence  of  so  many  reverend  se- 
niors, applied  themselves  most  lustily  to  their  separate  mes^e. 
The  markct-pluec  is  handsome  and  spacious,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  iiouMes,  it  must  be  confessed^  as  well  as  the  clean- 
liness of  the  streets,  were  infinitely  above  what  we  had  hither^ 
lo  experienced  in  Portugal.  But  still  the  latter  country  has, 
if  only  nominally,  free  institutions,  and  is  therefore,  with  all  it* 
faulUi,  far  preferable  in  an  Englishman's  Judjfment  to  Spain,    i 

In  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  as  it  was  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  l^te  of  St.  Laurence,  we  witnes»;cd  a  M>lemn  prxj- 
cession  through  the  streets  of  Valence  of  the  Bishop  and  f'anons 
of  the  church,  who  were  attended  by  the  troops  and  a  military 
band,  to  invoke  the  saints'  intercession  for  rain,  the  maiy-e  as 
well  as  the  vines  beginning;  to  siilfer  much  fiom  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  drought.     We  fourid  in  the  chapeU  where  the  mi- 
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lieary  hear  mass,  a  wnodeD  ima^e  of  our  SavicHir,  ds  large 
as  life,  arrayed  in  tho  habit  of  SL  Francis,  on  a  sort  of  bicr, 
and  bending  ou  one  knee  undvr  the  imposition  of  the  cro9W. 
The  figure  was  carried  in  procession,  and  received  from  the 
kni-cliiig  iimltitirdc  the  most  dt^vout  fLdonitiiiii ;  nor  did  tbi^ 
iDAtance  of  mckucholy  superstition  stop  here,  for  several  per- 
sons masked,  »nd  l^euriiig  lighted  tapers  in  their  hands,  whocn 
we  liuppQaed  to  be  penitents,  ocea^ionally  approached  tlic 
image,  and  kissed  it&  feet  with  impassioned  ardour,  de|Kisiting 
money  on  the  bier  to  secure  its  good  ottices. 

According  to  appointmLnt.  we  attended  Ihu  evt?ning  party 
of  Ihc  governor,  when  wc  were  introduced  to  his  family,  and 
tu  tW  principal  ufEicers  (»f  the  garriKoti,  who  usually  attend  his 
evening  levee.  Our  maps  and  book&  afforded  the  party  much 
fmusenient,  and  the  ladies  particularly  the  ludicrous  s^ketcli  of 
fi  Benedictine  and  Franciscan  monk,  par  nobiic/rtitritm,  which 
elicited  inlnith  shouts  of  laughter.  After  we  had  taken  refresh- 
ment^t  cards  were  introduced,  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the 
company  engaged,  while  we  enjoyed  apart  the  conversation  of 
hm  Excellenza,  who  had  served  m  all  the  peninsular  campaigns 
of  Wellington,  and  had  fought  at  the  battle  of  Tuulousu,  In 
Ihc  few  hours  which  we  passed  m  his  society,  the  evidences 
of  a  superior  character  were  readily  discovered,  and  he  ap- 
peared to  be  a  person  altogether  admirably  calculated  to  be 
of  use  under  the  dilficulc  circumstances  of  hi^  country* 
'  '4  With  the  favourable  impression  produced  on  our  minds  by 
the  manners  and  sentiments  of  thi?  brave  officer,  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to  conclude  that  cue  of  the  iifmnalis  jn-rjtotifr  of 
Cc*ligan  must '^peak  with  unmeasured  severity  of  the  Porlu- 
gurjie  military,  who  is  made  to  say,  "  I  have  never  been  able 
to  discover  the  smallest  traces  of  probity,  candour,  disinteresl- 
€^ness,  or  honor,  in  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese 
nfficers.  Each  regiment  is  but  the  epitome  of  the  Portngijcsc 
character ;''   and,  '' the  chajacteristic  bias  of  the  IVrtii^ueKC 
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nation  is  turned  to  insincerity,  wickedness,  and  fraud.  They 
ftre  defamers,  backbiters,  and  traducers  of  reputation/'  Thi« 
(jweeping  censure  is  supported  by  the  eupgestion,  "  that  per- 
haps the  great  accession  of  Jewish  blood  to  the  Portuguese, 
daring  the  reigns  of  Don  Joao  IL,  of  Don  Emmanuel,  and  of  his 
son  Don  John  III.,  by  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Spain, 
and  the  Torced  conversions  wrought  upon  them,  hav^  entirely 
vitiated  the  nalional  character/'  As  far  as  our  experience  has 
gonep  we  have  seen  nothing  at  all  approEiching  to  this  descrip- 
tion in  the  higher  class  of  Portuguese  officers.  At  »ll  evenU, 
it  18  feir  to  presume  that  they  have  derived  some  benefit  from 
the  discipline  introduced  into  their  army  by  Beresfnrd,  and 
from  fighiing  side  by  side  with  British  officers  in  the  cause  of 
their  librrties  and  legitimate  government. 

The  Serra  de  la  Bruga,  which  we  had  to  cross  in  our  \^'ay 
to  Ponte  de  Lima,  was  rejiortpd  ut  the  governor's  party  to  be 
infoi<ted  with  banditti,  and  therefore  we  accepted  his  offer  of  a 
small  e^^eort ;  but  an  gr^at  extent  of  danger  could  have  been 
apprehended,  as  the  men  attended  us  with  their  side  aroia 
only,  Tha  ascent  of  this  steep  range  of  mountatiis  proved 
very  dit!icult,  and  the  roads  far  worse  than  any  we  had 
hitherto  met  with,  bad  as  they  had  heen.  While  we  were 
enjoying  the  contents  of  our  condcssa  at  an  early  hour,  under 
the  protecting  canopy  of  some  umbrageuus  cork-trees,  whence 
we  could  trace  the  winding  line  of  our  tedious  route  from 
Vftlen^a  to  the  summit  of  the  Serm,  and  the  valley  of  tfae 
Minho  almost  down  to  Caminha.^it  was  impossible  not  to 
exclaim  in  the  langu-ti^e  of  Thompson. 

Hi'UL'e  eviTy  Immhcr  tiight  t  for  now  f he  ilziy, 

OVi  lirnvcn  uml  oarlh  difTua^d^  gri>nfi  warm  anri  hi^li, 

flow  stiU  tli«  br««/i? !  ^uve  vrh&l  ttm  filmy  UirrmU 

Of  (1i.'w  i.^vi(|ii.irale  brusliea  Tram  the  pibin. 

How  clunr  the  douiUi^  sk^  !  how  deo|)ly  tinged 
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Willi  iL  peL-iiliitr  ]i\nv  I  iW  Rtlii^retil  VTch 
HoWMwellei]  iruiiL^NH- T  HUtiil  nhnw  nxuw  tliKim<il 
Thf  indlnnt  kijii  how  ^y  1   Hqw  calm  boluw 
ThcgiMEKl  vnrthi 

A  peasant  in  his  holiday  **uit  passed  us  on  hift  road  to  a 
neighbouring  chapel,  wlule  we  were  llms  indulging  in  the 
reJlrctions  created  by  the  bcawtics  of  the  sccncTy  and  the 
brilliancy  of  the  morning.  Finding  from  ihu  soldii-rs  that  we 
were  English  travellers,  he  immediately  doffed  his  broac]  liat, 
and  with  the  t?^d  humcjur  and  poliiene»^  characteristic  of  the 
Portuguese  pcasiintry,  begg-ed  to  present  us  with  a  basket  of 
fruit;  nor  wa*  he  willing?  lo  accept  from  us  in  return  even  a 
share  of  our  lircAkfiast:  hut  when  we  inibrmed  the  old  man 
that  we  had  fiumc  wine  with  us  that  had  been  made  in  an 
island  far  over  th«  seas,  by  black  men,  and  from  "  3sucr6^" 
his  eyes  glistened  with  a^j^toni^hment  and  curiosity,  and  his 
hand  wa-H  in  an  in^tnnt  stretched  out  to  carry  tlie  glass  to  his 
Itpfi.  A  panfte  for  a  moment  took  place,  when  he  be^n 
laughing  and  dancing,  declared  that  he  hf*d  swallowed  a  river 
of  fire*  and  that  the  black  jnen  must  have  insides  of  iron  to 
drink  such  agna  iirdcnte,  which,  befiidcs,  was  not  ut  all  sweet. 
A  liulc  vinbo  vcrdc  soon  restored  our  friend  to  his  former 
i:iom{K»Kure,  and  in  the  courw.r  of  conver*i:Hion  he  related  the 
circumstances  of  a  liorrid  nnirder  which  had  lately  been  com- 
tnitled  in  the  neighliourhofiil.  A  pnrty  fifCialician  JabniirerH, 
having  collected  together  a  siiifficient  sum  to  return  and  live 
among  their  native  moniilains  were  on  their  road  home,  which 
lay  in  the  direction  of  thifi  Sena,  when  one  happening  to  be 
a  little  in  advance  of  the  {>tliers.  Inid  himself  down  on  the 
ground  and  soon  fell  asleep.  A  woman  had  observed  the  poor 
(lal)ego  in  this  situation^  and  called  out  to  two  men  in  u  field 
Qdj^ning,  that  Ihe  GaliciEin  had  robbed  her  of  a  gold  chain. 
Killing  Iveiii^  considered  no  m^nlcr  in  the  case  of  <i  Oiillego, 
the  men  iastanlly  lircd  upon  him,  as  he  lay  wholly  unconscious 
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of  enemies  being  at  hand,  and  they  as  immediately  took  refujre 
in  flight.  The  woman,  however,  was  subseqcenlly  taken.  On 
the  arrival  of  his  companions,  they  found  him  weltering  in  his 
blood,  and  plundered  of  all  his  savings  with  the  escepuon  of 
three  vintes. 

If  ihe  ascent  of  the  Serra  had  been  difficult,  the  descent 
proved  intinitely  worse,  being  by  narrow  deep  roads,  into 
which  the  light  of  day  scarcely  penetrated,  resembling  the 
mountain  water-courses  formerly  used  in  Wales  as  public 
ways,  before  a  view  of  the  surrounding  country  was  pro- 
nonnced  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  composition  of  a  good 
road.  Our  mules  could  with  difficulty  make  their  footing;  sure 
among  the  fragments  of  rock  strewn  about,  and  which  nearly 
blocked  up  the  passage.  The  meridian  heat,  too,  was  intense, 
Bg  we  forced  our  way  through  the  almost  suffocating  atmo- 
Ephere  of  the  gorjje  in  which  we  were  travelling;  but  a 
delightful  prospect  suddenly  burst  upon  our  sight,  as  we 
emerged  into  an  open  plain  about  half  way  down  the  Serra, 
and  which  aflorded  ample  indemnification  for  recent  sufferings. 
From  this  elevated  point  we  commanded  a  complete  vi^w  of 
the  valley  of  the  Lima,  the  villages  of  Cunha,  La  Bruga,  and 
Calheiros,  with  the  small  town  of  Ponte  de  Lima  in  the  dis- 
tance, the  remains  of  its  ancient  castle  and  circuit  of  walls, 
and  the  narrow  bridge  of  twenty-four  arches  over  the  Lima, 

Whose  needful  length  bestrides  the  wintry  flood. 

We  remarked,  in  our  descent,  that  the  corn  and  vines  were 
considerably  more  forward  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ca- 
minho,  Cerveira,  and  Valenja,  The  reapers  were  already 
gathering  in  the  Indian  corn,  and  the  bunches  of  grapes  had 
become  quite  purple.  Ponte  de  Lima  is  the  Forum  Limico- 
rum  of  the  Romans,  and  the  antiquity  of  its  foundation  is 
referred  to  a  remote  period  even  of  Grecian  history*  It  is 
only  three  leagues  from  Vianna,  and  its  population  cannot 
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exceed  tliree  thoLi*4aml  ]>enioii«.  Here  we  diAmiHfted  our 
l>Ddy-guard,  who^c  alEcntion  and  proprierty  of  demeanour 
spoke  vrell  of  the  disciplioe  mEiintaincd  in  IUl*  ninth  regiiueol 
by  the  Portuguese  officers. 

The  Estalstgem  at  Pon(cdel*una  merits  particular  notice, 
and  before  this  letter  cun  be  brought  to  a  close,  you  must  heor 
all  about  it.  Mine  hc^t  U!«bered  u-4  ttirougli  the  lar^e  dark 
room,  usually  occupied  by  muleteers,  through  a  hithy  kitchen, 
and  then  up  a  ladder  into  a  room  that  in  English  would  be 
ciilled  a  cockloft-  This  apartment  was  intendat  to  serve  as 
our  dinner-room,  and  upon  one  side  ncre  three  cupboards,  hi 
which  it  was  propo^^d  that  we  should  &leep,  had  there  been 
but  the  afiimiis  in  us  so  to  do.  TIiltl-  were  four  window- 
framcA  in  the  room,  but  as  gla^  had  never  been  tbou^^ht  of. 
we  had  no  other  alternative  than  thai  of  KuBerin);  iht  intrusion 
of  northern  blasts,  or  of  inclosing  our»elvcj*,  while  the  light  of 
day  wns  yet  bright,  in  ntler  darlcnesv.  The  view,  however, 
frt«n  the  woodt'u  balcony  was  pretty  enough,  over  the  river 
and  along  the  bridge  to  the  chapel  at  its  further  extremity, 
>flnd  a  convent  beautifully  situated  in  the  midst  of  its  quinta, 
upon  the  side  of  a  mountain  which  is  immediately  opposite 
-the  town.  The  more  elevated  part  of  the  Scrra,  of  which  it 
formg  a  branch,  is  completely  bare  of  all  ve^tadon.  A  pret-* 
lily  fnrmed  fountain  upon  one  side  of  the  Hstala^m,  which 
supplies  the  town  with  water,  soothed  us  during  the  night 
with  tlic  gentle  noise  of  its  fallmg  streams.  Beyond  this,  to 
the  left,  situated  uiKin  a  rising  ground,  were  seen  the  remains 
of  a  church,  the  long  flight  off^teps  leading  up  to  winch,  with 
o  croM  at  every  ten  steps,  i^  still  uninjured* 

It  happened  tt>  he  our  host's  celebration  of  harrest^honte 
upon  the  evening  of  our  arrival,  and  every  room  but  our  own 
was  nearly  filled  with  the  large  yellow  and  brown  heads  of 
the  Indian  corn.  At  night  a  noisy  party  of  rustics  as^mbled 
in  the  kitchen  to  dance  and  make  libatioiui  to  Ceres.      In 
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yielding  to  an  entreaty  that  we  would  descend  from  our  apart- 
ment and  witness  the  festivities,  we  only  exchanged  one  scene 
of  filth  for  another,  the  latter  beiner  rather  the  more  amusing: 
of  the  twain.  The  life  of  ihe  party  liad  already  begun  to  shine 
forth.  An  elderly  inlmbitant  from  a  aei^'hbouring  village, 
whase  dark  features  ard  large  pierchigeyes  were  shaded  hy  the 
breadth  of  an  enormous  slouch  hal>  such  as  Murillo  would  put 
upon  the  heads  of  his  peasants,  the  dark  cloak  being  thrown 
aside,  wearing  black  gaiters,  and  sandals  of  unlanned  leather, 
— was  ready  on  his  legs,  with  castanets,  inviting  one  from  the 
fair  throng  to  figure  oflF  with  hinx  to  the  monotonous  tones  of 
a  bag-pipe,  played  upon  by  a  Spaniard,  the  only  wandering 
musicians  allowed  in  Portugal  being  natives  of  Spain»  whose 
appearance  altogether  was  as  rough  and  uncouth  as  the  notes 
of  his  instrument  were  sorry  and  inharmonious.  The  scene  was 
worthy  the  pencil  of  a  Teniersor  a  Jan  Steen,  BacaUia5,  rice, 
onions,  and  sardinhas,  fried  in  oil,  formed  the  humble  prepa- 
rations for  supper ;  and  on  one  side  of  the  room  was  extended 
a  long  table,  at  which  some  of  the  guests  had  already  seated 
themselveSi  expectant  of  the  more  substantial  part  of  the  festi- 
vity. In  a  comer  sat  three  of  the  hinds,  eating  out  of  the 
same  wooden  bowl  a  savoury  olio,  which  betrayed  no  slight 
suspicion  of  garlic ;  and  overhead  were  suspended  Lamego 
hams,  strings  of  onions,  dried  parcels  of  herbs  and  pumpkins, 
bladders,  poles,  guns,  lamps,  baskets,  sheepskins,  shoes  and 
stockings  of  all  ages,  hues,  and  quality.  The  sound  of  the 
bagpipe  had  now  attracted  a  crowd  of  spectators  to  the  doors 
of  the  room,  and  therefore  we  took  leave  to  sound  an  early 
retreat,  and  ascended  aloft  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  comforts  in 
reserve  for  the  travellers. 

The  real  miseries  now  commenced,  for  it  was  quickly  found 
that  the  chairs  of  every  date  and  form,  upon  which  one  of  the 
party  had  directed  his  mattress  to  be  placed,  happened  to  be 
particularly  infested  with  that  kind  of  enemy  which  it  was 
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proposed  to  avoid  ia  giving  up  xUe  use  of  tho  cupboardi 
adjoiiung  a8  sleeping*  rcx>iBJ».     Tbiis»  as  it  gcacfiilly  liappcn3«  > 

lacidil  lA  $c3'lluii,  qui  vult  r'llnro  Cbtrjrb4iin, 

Another  of  tlie  party  Mwang  comrortabty  in  hi^s  Tlniftlliaii 
hammock,  to  whose  malicious  wit  tb«  accompanying  sketch  of 
the  night  scene  ftt  Ponte  de  Lima  ts  to  be  attributed.  The 
other,  for  whom  neither  the  boasted  oil  of  raecmary,  nor  spirito 
of  camphor,  could  procure  a  few  untroubled  htiurs^  lay  the 
livelong  night  watching  the  ingress  of  the  rats  through  the 
crevices  in  the  floor,  and  the  mice  id  llieir  gturibohf.  Like 
Hoincr'a  favourite  hero,  when  bcwairuig,  on  a  sleepless  couch, 
the  death  of  hi»  haplc^ts  eiunpanion  in  anirs  :^ 

^        ^       ^       ^—       ^  «W  ftw  irr^t 
—       ■ —        —  daXtpvr  uirA  hut^vor  d/^f, 

.       HOM.  lL.B.34.  I.fi. 

Or,  fis  Pope  translatea  the  ori^nal : — 

An  «U«ichMl  fti  oaji«  th«  giynid  bftii<{uM  i^are. 
And  plo^nng  Blamtwri  quM  oJI  Ihvir  carr- 
^      ^      ^       . —       -^  Il«>  ta  gtiirf  rmr^ied. 
T«k1c«>ft  his  nd  couch,  mor*  tinoWrfvd  to  w««p : 
Nnr  loftP*  tli^  gifbi  of  nn-rom[>o«jng  jilHtp. 
Rialtrin  hr  mtln]  nmuiKl  hU  Wrnfy  J>wi ; 
Tliuu^lit  fallows  ittougliL,  niid  liiat  lUtccnln  tu  Uiftr* 
And  nrrw  ■tujiiiic,  now  |iron^r  ^'^  ^^^^  '^y  - 
Novr  »hifu  lijji  hidr,  intjHi^cnt  for  tlic  dky; 
Tbcn  abutJng  up,  UiacoD^uUlc  be  got-9. 

The  apostrophe  of  Dr.  Clarke  to  his  own  country,  after 
deachbiDg  the  state  of  living  iq  some  parts  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  can  alone  do  justice  to  the  thoughts  of  home  which 
rushed  upon  the  traveller's  recollection  during  the  wakeful 
night  passed  at  Ponte  de  Lima :— 
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"  Oh  England !  decent  abode  of  cleanlineGUf  and  decorum ! 
Oh  blessed  asylum  of  all  that  is  worth  having  upon  cartli!  Ob 
sanctuary  of  i^eli^un  and  of  lil>erty  for  the  whole  civilued 
world!  It  is  only  in  viewing  the  state  of  ether  countries  that 
thy  advantages  caii  be  duly  estimated.  May  thy  sons  but 
know  and  ^ard  what  Ihcy  possess  in  Uicc  1  Oh  land  of  happy 
fire-sidu^r  aad  cle<Lnly  hearthf»,  and  doniesttc  peace;  of  filial 
piety;  of  paretital  love  and  connubial  joyi— the  cradle  of 
heroes :  the  ^hool  of  fiages ;  the  temple  of  law ;  the  altar  of 
faith ;  the  asylum  of  innocence ;  ii\t  bulwark  uf  private  secu- 
rity and  of  public  honour!" 

WhfTpVr  I  (oim.  wlijilcvcf  rcnImH  to  wr. 
My  hcAttt  uatrarcJlcJ,  fondly  iara*  1o  thee, 

OOLDSMITH. 


cKosftrNo  7tm  !«taitA  n»:  i\  dkcoa  ih  a  urciitA 
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Not  largo,  but  I'cuHful.  frtorcil  tvilh  ^a«  to  keep 
Tlic  {>«llowing;  oKcn  a.iid  Ibo  bl<iutiu|;  eWp ; 
Uci  tlopLDg  bills  the  mantling  tUhm  ftdorPf 
And  ti«r  rich  valleys  wave  vrith  gold»ii  com  ; 
Utt  want^  no  fduniDe  the  glarl  DfttlrOi  kflow, 
Nor  link  by  sickness  to  the  ihocIoN  bnlDw. 

Pope's  Hom.  Od.  B,  xv^  K  442. 


AmaraAtu,  1837. 

The  character  of  the  country  between  Ponte  de  Lima,  Por- 
tella  dc  S.  lislevao,  A^uai:5,  Portella  das  Cabras,  Moure,  and 
the  Ponle  de  Pnido,  ofiered  a  pleasing  contrast,  in  its  ^<neral 
fertility,  and  roads  shaded  by  spreading  oak  or  cork  trcca,  and 
interlacing  vines,  to  tlie  barren  and  dreary  route  by  which  wc 

I  had  crossed  the  Seira  de  la  Bruga.  An  action  took  place. 
Some  months  since,  on  the  Rio  Cavado,  between  the  constitu- 
tional troopA  and  a  detachment  of  Siheira's  partisans,  who,  in 
order  lo  secure  their  retreat,  destroyed  a  part  of  the  bridge  at 
Prado,  which  is  a  liandsomc  structure ;  nor  wtts  the  injury  yet 
fiqnbcd,  a  few  loose  hoards  only  beinpf  thrown  over  the  breach 
effected  by  the  fugitives.  An  hours  sultry  ride  brought  us 
from  this  point  lo  the  Denedictinc  Monastery  of  Tibai^ns, 
whitlicr  wc  had  sent  in  advance  our  letter  of  inlroducljon, — 
PorL  s 


^ 


s?4  poetuc;al  « 

"  Ao  R™  Senhor  Francisco  Manoet  de  S-  Vicente  Ferreito^ 
Secrefario  Congregat*"  de  S,  B,  Tihaais/' 

BurruBg  wilh  thirsl,  we  asked  our  muleteer  Lisboa,  who 
was  a  merry  <ii"oll  of  a  fellow,  whether  he  thought  the  monks 
would  have  any  wine  to  give  us?  To  which  he  archly  rc- 
spoQtled,  "  Did  the  Senhor  ever  know  the  ocean  to  be  w^itk- 
out  Wfitcr?'' 

The  convent  stands  in  a  singularly  fine  situation^  commajid* 
ing  one  of  the  most  beautifully  wooded  ^-alleys  in  the  ijvorld, 
^  unequalled  likewise  for  the  variety  and  the  ubuudance  of  its 

'  productions.     The  Diountains  which  immediately  encircle  this 

y  par<idise,  above  which  a  di&tmit  line  of  Scrra  is  svlhi  uplifting 

ttj  gigautic  summits,  the  silvery  course  of  the  meandering 
i  Cavado,  ihe  numerous  churches,  convent**,  and  lilla^es,  which 

i  crowd  upon  its  banks,  prese&t  a  scene  altogether  unrivalled 

by  the  richness  or  nubliraity  of  any  Italian  laiuliica])e. 

'*  Ko  traveller,"  a^  Link  remarks,  "  could  undelightcd  ex- 
plore this  province,  or  these  charming  scenes,  which  amid  the 
bcauttc»  of  a  warm  climate  afford  all  the  refreshments  of  the 
north.  In  n  lovely  valley  beyond  the  Benihardine  Monastery 
of  Bouro,  which  itself  elands  in  a  hollow  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  ^^urrounded  by  a  large  ciuinta  full  of  orange  treei^ 
dad  extending:  along  the  banks  of  the  Lima,  the  Koman  troopa 
refused  to  follow  their  commaiidet«,  being  unwillioj^  to  quit 
this  happy  country.  The  Romans  colled  it  the  Uiver  of  ObU- 
vion.  The  Rio  Ciddo,  the  Homem,  tlie  Cavado,  and  innu- 
merable other  rivers  of  this  province,  well  deserve  that  name ; 
for  they  cause  our  German  groves,  aud  still  more  those  of 
Engbud,  to  be  forgotten." 

This  view  along  the  valley  of  the  Cavado  is  enjoyed  to 
perfection  from  the  platibrm  on  which  the  mouaatery  ia  placed, 
lo  which  we  ascended  by  a  magni^cent  flight  of  steps,  occu- 
pied at  the  time  by  numerous  famibes  of  beggars,  awaiting 
their  ui^ual  dole  irom  the  liberaiity  of  the  uonkt^    The  efiect^ 
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of  this  inconiuderatA  charity,  however  flattering  to  monastic 
pride,  could  not  fwl  to  strike  the  eye  of  a  slranf^r  as  being 
slrongly  evidenced  in  the  miserable  appearanceof  the  degraded 
crowd,  thus  iDstrucled  to  relinquish  the  fruits  of  honest  in- 
dustry for  base  ileptnd^nt'e  and  servile  subsistetice.  We 
found  the  chapel,  though  robbed  by  the  French  of  its  silver 
pniameiJt^,  image.^,  and  caitdlesUcks,  sufBciently  iinjiosiiig. 
The  side  altard  displayed  the  usual  bad  tantc,  in  the  super* 
abundance  of  trumpery  ornaments^,  and  the  ordinary  collection 
of  pictures  without  merit;  but  the  carving  and  gilding  about 
the  high  altar^  tiiid  the  elegant  drapery  suspended  from  the 
columnfi,  so  m  to  conceal  the  holy  sacrament,  deserved  a  more 
&vounthle  judgii^ent. 

Our  intended  host,  Secretary  Manocl,  having  surrendered 
hU  person  lo  a  very  severe  observance  of  vigils  during  tlie 
previous  night,  had  not  yet  finished  his  aiesta ;  but  one  of  the 
brotherhood  polildy  offered  tu  conduct  ns  round  tlie  buildings 
in  the  cour^  of  which  severut  of  the  monks  joined  us.  These 
worthy  Benedictines  are  very  proud  of  their  collection  of 
pictures,  in  two  small  rooms,  whicb  are  chiefly  copies  of  the 
productions  of  good  masters,  and  are  executed  in  a  very  infe 
riof  rtylc.  They  should  discard  from  the  walla  some  French 
prints,  whose  churaetLT  by  no  means  accords  ^^itb  the  sanctity 

a  convent,  and  which  are  much  misplaced  in  being  tanged 
together  with  the  representations  of  holy  subjects.  Perhaps 
you  will  be  surprised  to  hcor  that  the  monks  showed  us  a 
billJard-room,  with  an  excellent  table  in  it,  and  a  large  draft 
ftnd  chess-board,  to  cheat  the  dullness  of  the  hours;  for 

llcT«  ooufbt  but  candoiir  rcigmi,  indulgent  vows, 
OooJ-oatUKil  lounging,  ui^uitcnnt  Qp  ilq^  dovnt : 
Tbcy  who  arc  pleuud  theiatwltv«  muat  ^IwuyB  pUnaa ', 
lln  <Aht>r%'  wap  ibey  nev*r  Ktutnt  ft  frown, 
N»r  hood  vfhVL  haps  in  hamtot  ar  td  town  : 
Thui,  ttom  Uic  vomoi!  of  Uudisr  iiiUoJvic«, 
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With  milky  blood  tti<i  lioart  »  ovurllonv, 

In  tootliDd  Btid  iwcctonrd  by  tho  eucinl  mum  ; 

For  laUiUMl,  cttivy,  pride,  ftnd  strife,  oro  biinLvhctl  hence. 

CAflTL£  OF   iNUOLUnOK. 

Ill  tlic  library  we  were  shown  a  great  many  historical  work*; 
ponderous  tomes  of  the  Fathers;  AthanaHiu^,  Calvm,  and 
oUiCTJt ;  acts  of  synods  and  councils,  and  lives  of  the  saints ;  3 
copy  of  Dug'dale's  Monosticon;  Bome  valuable  works  con* 
nccted  with  the  hiKtory  of  Spain  and  Portugal;  book«  of 
naturathistory ;  a  splendid  collection  of  vohimen  on  Ix^lany, 
ornithology,  and  conchology;  a  copy  of  the  French  Encyclo- 
pedia; a  Benedict's  l^indar^  and  a  Duker's  I'hucydidcn;  the 
latter  of  which  must  have  been  much  disturbed  by  our  intru- 
sion on  their  ancient  solitary  reign,  as  they  had  all  this  ap- 
pearance of  having  long  slumbered  in  inglorioufi  ease. 

The  spacious  hall  in  which  the  several  atfairs  of  consequence 
connected  with  the  order  are  diecut^sed*  is  surrounded  by  the 
portrait!^  of  all  the  gencntls  nf  the  Benedictine  rule;  of  llitr 
Cardinal  Kinf^  of  Portugal,  and  of  the  usurper  Philip  II.  of 
Spain.-'— no  good  omen,  as  wc  thought,  of  conventual  politics. 
A  lynx-eyed  brother  began  to  compliment  England  at  the 
txjjensc  of  Spain,  in  order  to  bring  on  a  political  convursation 
and  an  avowal  of  our  sentiments;  but  there  was  fiomcthing 
snspte'iuus  in  the  look  and  manner  of  the  s[ieaker,  which 
induced  silence  on  our  part,  and  the  artful  Corcunda  with- 
drew disapjiointcd  to  ruminate  in  his  celL  One  of  the  nionk« 
seriously  asked  us  whether  London  were  as  large  as  Ijsbon, 
and  whim  informed  "  rather**  larger,  inquired  if  its  extent 
was  greater  than  that  of  Paris;  and  when  told  perhaps  five 
times  the  size  of  the  French  metropolis,  and  comprehending  a 
circuit  of  from  forty  to  fifty  miles,  he  raised  his  eyes  in  asto- 
nishment,  and  seemed  incredulous  of  the  statement. 

The  corridors  which  run  round  and  occasionally  intersoel  the 
building,  ;iTe  grand  and  s]>acloiis,  and  contain  numerous  porimil-^ 
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of  mctnbcrfl  of  the  Benedictine  order,  who  have  been  cle^litcd 
ill  Jiffert-Mit  tiiufs  lo  episcopal  rajik  ;  as  likewise  of  Amtotle, 
Seneca,  and  Diogenes.  A  genera),  twenty  brothers,  and  twenty 
noviciates,  furm  the  number  of  the  present  ^society.  The  view? 
from  the  windows  of  the  galleries  over  the  gardeuA,  vineyards, 
or*iiigi",  lemon,  olive,  and  chestnut  groves,  ntUicbid  to  t!ie 
monastery,  presented  a  scone  of  infinite  luxtiriancc.  Their 
friendsj  the  absolutists,  beforL*  they  retreated  across  tlie  Ponte 
de  Prado.  had  borrowed  of  the  good  fathers  two  mules,  worth 
more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  and  ut  the  same  time*  for  via- 
licuni^  a  small  quantity  of  wheat  otnountmg  to  about  four  hun- 
dred alcaldas,  which  left  the  house  rather  short  of  pro\-isionSp 
aathcy  said.  In  this  state  of  necessity  the  large  fish-pand,s,  the 
extensive  rabbit-warren  inclosed,  the  wclt-stocked  dove*eats, 
and  the  productive  gardens  oud  oreharda.  proved  a  most 
fortunate  resource.  The  vineyards  yield  annually  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pipes  of  a  red  wine  of  inferior  quahty. 

Our  friend  the  Secretary  made  his  appcatancc,  after  we  had 
been  Home  hours  in  the  convent,  blushing  like  the  rosy  morn. 
the  interesting  picture  of  a  life  of  penance  and  mortifieation. 
IncHncd  however  to  an  hydropic  enlargement  of  person,  he 
took  care  to  impress  upon  our  minds  that  wine  and  meat  were 
atrietly  forbidden  hiu  peculiar  case ;  which  assertion  it  became 
iLs  of  course  to  admire  and  believe  without  envy.  We  were 
shown  the  pontifical  dresses  and  gorgeous  vestments  in  the 
aacnsty,  and  a  splendid  archiepiscopal  mitre,  enriched  with 
mbies,  emeraldii,  amethysts,  topazes,  garnets,  and  rose  dia- 
monds, all  which  had  been  luckily  secreted  from  the  rapacity 
of  the  l"'rcnch.  There  is  an  excellent  organ  in  the  gallery 
<ve  the  chapel,  where  the  monks  attend  the  offices  of  the 
church  apart  from  the  multitude,  upon  which  one  nf  tlte 
brothers  executed  \*cry  prettily  some  aire  of  a  lighter  descrip- 
tion than  are  usually  heard  within  the  gloomy  aisles  of  a  con- 
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rent;  such  as  the  poet  imagines  in  tbe  pleasures  of  Qielan* 
oholy: — 

Thuluj>cri:il  chwri  at  tlt<  Ut«^hoar  otprt-yer, 
Ofl  let  ma  trc&d,  wfcilc  to  tli*  acconlmg-  raw 
The  mjvDy-soundb^  org&n  |)etil«  ou  hiuh, 
Thv  clear  »loW'dillicd  chftunt,  or  viricd  hymn. 
Till  ail  my  soul  u  bathed  io  ccstoaica* 
And  bppcd  in  Parudisc.     Or  let  mo  ^t 
Far  Id  soiiu^U'rcd  aiali^  of  the  drop  d^mo, 
Thorc  lonesome  listen  to  tho  sucrcd  Koundfl. 
Wbitdi,  U0  they  If^iifrthen  tJkroiiG;h  Ihv  f>x>tltii3  vanHt, 
In  holJow  munnura  r&aob  ny  ntviah^d  ««r. 

Tlie  refectory  is  a  long  narrow  a^mrtiiienl^  ^iliialetl  under 
the  principal  corridor,  where  we  remarked  tbat  each  brother 
had  his  mess  ulone,  a  di«h  for  fruit,  and  abanin  for  ftoup,  a  jitg 
to  hold  water,  and  a  branch  of  chestnut-tree  to  drive  away  the 
swarms  of  flies,  anil  c^Dphur  spread  here  and  there  upoD  the 
tables  for  the  destruction  of  a  species  of  red  ant,  which  9ccm» 
to  abound  here  as  well  as  in  other  parta  of  Portugal-  Id  a 
Benedictine  convent,  such  as  this  for  instance,  the  abbot 
approaches  his  guests  after  dinner,  with  ewer  and  basin,  and 
pour'^  water  over  their  bauds  as  a  mark  of  hospitality. 

The  Monastery  of  Tibaitus  is  certainly  ;i  handsome  elevalioD, 
but,  generally  speaking,  the  conventual  bujidiugs  ol^  Furtugal 
have  very  few  architectural  attractions,  since  they  chiefly 
consist  of  long  corridors,  numerous  small  windows,  and  narrow 
cloisters,  while  the  exterior  is  usually  without  any  ornament, 
and  very  frcr[Tient!y  whitewashed. 

In  ihe  centre  of  the  cloisters  there  are  some  pretty  parterres 
of  flowers,  from  which  the  old  father,  who  havd  attended  rta 
from  the  moment  of  our  setting  foot  within  the  walJs  of  the 
monastery,  brought  as  a  parting  jiresent  to  each  of  us,  a  large 
posy  of  sweet  marjoram.     "  His  saltern  accumulcm  dooisr 
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seemed  to  be  the  thought  of  the  amiable  monk ;  and  acithor 
hift  beiicvoWDt  eon nte II mice,  ncir  tik  little  gift,  huwcvcr  humble 
ajtd  fitmpic,  failed  in  making  due  imprcs^oa  upon  the  hcarU 
of  hu  guesU. 

Af^er  wc  hod  partaken  of  their  hospitalities,  the  Scerctary 
and  \m  brelhreti  attended  us  to  the  mules,  which  we  f«Mjml 
already  surrounded  by  the  other  mcmbcr»  of  the  household, 
the  menials  even  joiuing  in  the  circle,  from  all  of  whom  we 
received  the  moat  friendly  salutationa  at  our  departure. 

An  hour's  ride  through  a  forest  of  cork  trees,  belonging  to 
these  Benedictines,  brought  ns  to  Braga.  where  one  of  the 
muleteers  sent  tn  advance  h?td  already  iecured  us  folenilile 
quarters  at  the  Docs  Amigus  in  the  Compo  Santa  Anna, 
situated  near  the  old  fort  and  guard^housep  buildings  of  great 
antiquity  and  interest. 

Bregm  is  «  comarca  town,  and  the  aeat  of  an  archhishop, 
whose  title  given  him  the  right  of  appointing  his  own  corrcgi- 
don  It  i^  said  Ui  have  been  founded  by  the  Greeks  aAer  the 
bll  of  Troy,  and  wa5  certainly  a  place  of  considerable  import^ 
ance  in  the  time  of  the  Romans^  being  known  by  the  name  of 
Bracara*Augusta.  Until  lately,  the  remains  of  an  aqueduct 
and  the  ruing  of  an  aniphithealre  attested  iu  former  grandeur; 
but  no  vestiges  of  cither  arc  now  lo  be  found,  the  atonc-work, 
accordinjf  to  the  information  which  we  received  from  an  intel- 
bgent  priest,  having  aome  years  since  been  removed  and 
appropriated  to  the  coiiRtniction  of  modem  buildings,  Roman 
coins,  however,  are  still  frequently  discwcrcd  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. It  became  in  procefia  of  time  the  capital  of  the 
Sucvi;  and  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Moors  from  the  pro- 
vince, Count  Henry  of  Burgundy  rcbdil  the  cathedral  in  a 
style  of  great  Rplendour,  intending  it  to  serve  as  a  place  for 
roj-al  sepulture-  The  generous  piety  of  subsequent  sovereigiw 
conferred  great  honours  and  wealth  u|>on  the  archiepiscopal 
See  of  Braga.  whoso  possessors,  not  content  with  ilie  difitinc- 
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tion  uf  being  acknowledged  Primates  of  Portugal,  claimed  aUo 
the  same  precedence  in  Spain,  as  holding  ihe  most  ancient 
episcopal  seat  ol"  the  peninsula.  Five  councils  have  been  held 
in  this  cathedral,  whose  anoals  boast  tlie  unmtcmipted  buc- 
cessioa  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  prelaltrs,  some  eminent 
for  their  virtues  and  learning,  and  at  a  later  period  the  pos- 
!^s<ijon  uf  the  archbi&hops  tlirone  by  two  princes  of  the  huuKc 
of  Braganza. 

We  inquired  in  the  cathedral,  which  is  a  large  structure  of 
the  early  perpendicular  style,  for  the  Mosorahic  breviary, 
wliirli  was  furmei'Iy  preserved  in  a  small  chappl  atuched  to 
the  building,  where  the  church  service  used  to  be  ccco^onally 
perfuroied,  as  we  were  given  to  under-staad,  according  to  the 
formfl  prescribed  by  that  ancient  ritual.  It  had  been  however 
removed  into  the  sacristy^  and  the  sacri-stau  was  not  to  be 
found ;  so  we  were  disappointed  in  our  wish  of  being  admitted 
to  see  this  buok,  as  well  as  the  other  trea&urc;^  and  ntiliipjilit'S 
of  the  cathedral,  among  which  is  a  phial  said  to  contain  some 
of  the  milk  from  uur  Lady's  breast,  and  two  or  three  pe;irlfi 
from  her  necklace.  Kcar  the  entrance  there  was  a  figure  of 
our  Saviour  u|>on  tlie  tross,  surmunded  by  Ruch  a  motley 
collection  of  ex  veto  offerings  aa  to  give  the  place  tbe  appear- 
ance of  a  H!o[)*shop. 

The  walls  of  the  cathedral  had  been  whitewashed,  and  this 
tasldf^*'*  exaniple  was  pleaded  to  us  by  our  friends  at  Tibai-ns, 
ill  jiistification  of  their  having  adopted  the  same  barbarism  in 
their  own  chapeh  The  capitals  of  tlie  whiiewaKhcd  columiu 
display  a  profusion  of  jjdicious  gilding,  and  one  might  have 
BUppowd  that  some  English  churchwarden  had  been  taking 
advantage  of  his  year's  otfice  to  trj'  his  utmost  at  spoiling  the 
dignity  of  the  building.  The  six  chapeU  in  tlie  two  transept* 
arc  ornamented  with  figures  of  the  evangelists,  apostles,  and 
saints,  fairly  caned  in  wood,  but  most  unfairly  bedaubed  with 
point.     Whatever  other  high  qualities  creduhty  may  attribute 
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to  Baiatly  personages,  it  is  too  much  for  common  belief  to  give 
titem  credit  fur  tltat  rubicundity  af  visage,  thai  rosy  high 
colour,  which  the  priests  of  Bmga  should  perceive*  more  be- 
comes the  Bacchante  than  the  Beatified. 

The  organ  is  divided  into  two  p&m,  each  half  bcin^  affiled 
U|M.>ii  i.»p|j<tsite  sides  of  tlie  iiave.  This  arrang<:int'iil  |>rotluces 
a  Tcry  good  effect,  the  large  western  window  which  Ughta  the 
gallery  l>eiiig  seen  between  them.  The  carving  and  gilding 
about  the  organ  nnd  organ-loft,  which  is  supported  by  bidcoue 
figures  of  black  men,  having  the  feet  of  satyrs,  is  m  tlie  most 
gur^otis  style  of  Romish  mafnificencc.  Additional  pipes  of 
different  k^igths,  as  is  the  custom  in  Poihigal,  project  hori- 
zontally from  the  lower  part  of  the  organ.  The  canons  attend 
Oie  [lerformance  of  divine  service  in  the  orgun  gallery,  of  which 
the  wainscot,  canopies  of  the  stalls,  and  falling  scats  arc  made 
from  clie»tnut  wood,  finely  carved,  and  gihied  witli  some  degree 
of  taatc.  Over  each  of  the  forty  stalls,  as  for  instance  iii 
Salisbury  Cathedral,  is  suspended  a  shield  cf  an  oval  form 
containing  the  name  of  the  particular  canonry,  s^uch  aa  Ainu- 
ral,  Abreu,  Pontes,  and  Braodao,  The  archbishop  b  superb 
diair  is  placed  immediately  under  the  west  window  in  the 
centre  of  the  gallery,  with  a  hcindsome  clock  on  a  j^destal  ini- 
mcdiatciy  above  it,  and  commands  a  view  of  the  bo<!y  of  the 
church  np  to  the  high  altar.  Altogether  we  have  been  much 
pIcAsed  with  this  cathedral,  and  though  pcrhapi  not  8o  inter- 
esting in  an  architectural  point  of  view  as  the  S^'  at  Porto,  it 
has  the  great  merit  of  being  kept  in  a  much  cleaner  and  neater 
condition. 

Thence  wc  went,  followed  by  atroublcaome  troop  of  ragged 
boy^,  and  by  an  ofiicious  soldier,  who,  to  the  discredit  of  the 
Portuguese  scrvicp,  asked  ns  to  give  him  money,  to  the  arch- 
bishop's palace,  which  is  a  spacious  and  handsome  building. 
In  the  centre  of  the  square  immediately  opposite  to  it,  there  is 
a  vcrv  curious  fountain,  which  consists  of  a  series  of  towers 
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raised  one  above  the  oiher  to  a  considerable  height,  dccrcflfliog 
in  number  and  mze  towards  tlie  tipperinojit  point  of  the  co- 
lumn, which  ia  surmounted  by  the  figure  of  a  warrior  armed 
with  a  spear  and  shield.  The  old  cower  at  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  the  Campo  Sf.  Anna  is  at  present  convened  into  a 
stati!  pririun,  whcri;  wjnie  of  Silveir:i'i*  retxd  troops  are  con- 
fined ;  amon^  whum  wc  saw,  at  the  window  of  a  cc!!,  a  young 
ensiif^n,  who  had  been  lately  taken  with  a  musket  in  his  hands^ 
heading  a  band  of  gucrillafl,  who  had  recently  occnpicd  the 
neighbouring  mountainn.  The  influence  of  the  numerouG  and 
wealthy  ecclesiastics  at  Braga^  however,  creates  a  d^ded 
preponderance  of  feeling  in  favour  r>f  the  principles  of  alwo- 
lutism,  and  in  support  of  all  the  superstitious  practices  of  the 
church ;  but 
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The  view  to  the  east  from  the  Campo  St*.  Anna  is  bounded 
by  a  miiuntain  height,  on  which,  about  one  third  of  the  way 
from  the  summit,  stands  the  beautiful  convent  of  Senhor  JeAUS 
do  Monte,  wliich  is  annually  visited  by  mimcroua  pilgrims 
from  all  parts  of  the  couotr)%  In  search  of  llie  Roman  re- 
mains, wc  chanced  to  wander  into  the  chapel  of  St.  Ucnto  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  town,  where  wc  found  ihe  ima^  do  Sen- 
hoT  Jesus  do  Monte,  surmundcd,  according  to  a  custom  which 
prevails  at  this  season  in  Portugal,  with  nosegays  Ln  vaset^t  and 
flower-pots  containing  roAe-treeSj  bal^^ms,  carnations^  fay- 
drangiae,  rhododcndra,  coxcombs,  and  sweet  marjoram.  The 
figure  had  descended  from  it$  lofly  habitation  into  the  vale 
below,  to  receive  the  prayers  and  alms  of  tlie  pious,  who  had 
been  for  a  long  time  sadly  afflicted  by  the  prevailing  drought. 
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TRe  priests,  wholly  unobservant  of  tinies  and  seasons,  had,  by 
accident  of  course^  chosen  a  most  fortunate  moment  for  con- 
firming and  extending  the  reputation  of  their  image,  as  it  hap- 
pcncd  to  be  about  the  change  of  the  moon  mto  its  laat  quarter. 
It  did  acttiftliy  rain  a  few  days  after  the  descent,  and  as  an  old 
woman  gravely  informed  us,  Scnhor  df>  Monte  did  perform  a 
miracle.  A  fresh  accession  of  credit  among  the  easy  multU 
tude  ivould  be  the  natural  consequence  of  this  play  upon  the 
popular  capabilities  of  belief. 

The  situation  of  Braga,  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  sea,  in  a  broad  and  open  valley^  watered  by  the 
small  streams  of  the  Cavado  to  the  norths  and  the  Rio  d'Kste 
to  the  south  ;  shaded  by  noble  forest  trees,  and  surrounded  by 
mountains,  which  present  a  screen  against  the  intrusion  of  cold 
winds,  renders  it  a  perfect  oven.     In  fact,  the  oranges  of 
Braga  are  reputed  to  be  the  most  delicious  of  all  those  pro- 
duced in  the  quintas  of  the  province.     So  intense  is  the  beat, 
that  the  market  which  is  held  in  the  Campo  near  the  guard- 
bouse,  cloi^es  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  reopens 
after  sunset  each  evening  for  the  sale  of  Na1t-fi<ih,  such  as  ba* 
eidhao  and  sardinhas;  fruits,  as  water-melons  and  gourds,  vo- 
getable^,  grass  in  bundles,  and  li?av4.Ts  of  Indian  com  for  mules. 
K  The  principal  manufactoricft  of  the  place  are  of  hardware  and 
~  hats,  with   which  IdUer  Llie  common  peopli?  of  Portugal  are 

t chiefly  supplied. 
One  of  the  party  being  taken  unwell,  had  nccasinn  to  send 
to  a  chymifil's  for  some  opium,  which  be  dechncd  aupplj*ing, 
ift-b^g  illegal  without  the  sanction  of  a  doctor  in  medicine's 
rignature^  A  physician  was  then  sent  for,  a  lad  who  had  just 
aifiipleted  hifl  studies  at  Coimbra.  The  fees  fur  three  visiU 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  five  shillings,  and  yet  his  patience 
and  prescription  wei'e  both  laudable.  The  chymisl.  however, 
was  not  so  tender  of  human  Ufe,     He  was  not  to  be  disturbed 
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in  Ilia  siesta,  and  he  took  therefore  6ve  hours  to  compound  a 
simple  niedic^ine,  which  only  required  tan  niinutes*  atteiition* 
During  that  time,  hod  the  case  been  urgent,  the  unfortunate 
sufferer,  as  the  physician  himself  remarked,  might  have  been 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  medical  skill.  One  of  the  principal 
means  of  cure  was  found  in  the  strict  observance  of  Uie  Calda 
GalUnha  system,  whieh  is  invariably  recommended  in  almost 
all  complaints  by  the  Portuguese  faculty.  We  experienced 
every  possible  civility  in  our  Estalagem ;  but  the  filth  of  the 
house  was  quite  in  pruportioDj  the  walls  aad  the  beds  swarm- 
ing with  pre-occu  pants.  Some  of  the  houses  in  Braga  have  a 
singular  appearance,  which  bears  the  character  of  Spanish 
jealousy-  A  lattice  of  wood  is  affixed  to  the  balconies  of  the 
several  apartments,  which  admits  the  air  to  permeate  freely, 
while  the  suii  and  heat  are  eftectualiy  excluded,  and  the  in- 
mates are  enabled,  by  means  of  email  wmdows  which  open  in 
iU  to  gratify  their  curiosity  without  being  thenisclvea  exposed 
to  the  public  view. 

To  the  northward  and  north-east  of  Braga  is  seen  the  lofty 
range  of  mountains  which  divides  Portugal  from  Gahcia,  called 
the  Serra  de  Gerez,  with  its  h igh -pointed  summits >  The 
effect  of  the  setting  sun  upon  this  grand  series  of  mountain 
heights,  rising  one  behind  another  in  wild  confusion,  was  truly 
splendid.  A  light  thin  haze  had  collected  about  the  elevated 
line  on  which  the  declining  rays  of  the  sun  threw  a  golden 
colour,  that  offered  a  glorious  contrast  to  the  dark  sides  of 
the  Serra,  and  likewise  heightened  the  sublimity  of  the  land- 
scape* 

The  Portuguese  cart,  of  which  a  drawing  is  inclosed  in  this 
letter,  and  such  as  we  have  constantly  met  with  in  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Minho  e  Douro,  appears  to  be  of  very  primitive 
invention.  Perhaps  its  origin  might  be  traced  to  the  times  of 
the  Komans,  and  probably  these  early  conquerors  of  Lusitaoia 
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might  have  borrowed  the  model  from  the  war  chariot  of  the 
Greeks.     Ijnk  describes  these 

as  "low  carU  dmwn  by  oxen,  set  itjHin  thick  smiall  wheels, 
cut  out  of  a  single  piece  of  wood,  which,  being  never  prca%cd^ 
make  a  dreatiful  noise,  inteiidfrd  to  drive  on  the  oxcii.  The 
driver  walk**  before  the  beafita,  and  govcniB  them  with  a  stick 
riirnished  with  an  iron  j)oint.  These  carls  are  also  u»ed  in 
Biscay  and  Asturia.  The  bad  roads  in  the  country  render  this 
conveyance  jK-rluips  necessary;  Imt  mercliandi/c  is  carried 
as  in  Spain,  everywhere  upon  mules/"  Mr.  Bradford  remarks, 
that  "thelKwIy  iseumjifwed  of  rough  planks  nftiled  together, 
having  a  long:  ]>olc  fixed  perpendicularly  at  each  of  its  anglcn, 
as  slay^i  to  which  the  load  h  fastened ;  a  Bolid  beam  of  wood 
form8  the  axle-tree,  and  turning  round  the  wheels,  produces, 
during  their  revolutions  over  the  stoiiy  rtiiids  of  Portugal,  a 
eombination  of  .^tounds  the  most  dissonant."  The  oxen  are 
yoked  to  these  cars  by  the  horns  In  the  souths  and  by  the  neck 
in  the  north  of  Portugal.  "  Thus,  apparently  heavy  loadw  are 
dragged  over  a  mountainous  and  rocky  country,  where  no 
other  species  of  vehicle  could  be  employed." 

*' We  left  Braga/'  says  Mr.  Link,  "  very  »oon,  in  order  to 
arrive  the  earlier  at  the  frontier  mountains  that  divide  Portugal 
Aom  Galicia.  ciilled  Serra  de  Gerez,  and  visit  that  almost  un- 
explored range  of  mountains  at  the  moHt  favourable  season. 
Beyond  Bouro  we  ascended  the  spurs  or  forerunner  mountains 
of  Gcrez.  I'rom  the  decliWly  of  this  mountain  wc  deacemled 
to  a  large  village,  called  ViHar  de  Veiga,  and  then  followed 
the  valley,  which  continues  rifiing  more  and  more.  A  roaring 
stream,  called  Rio  das  Caldae^  pours  down  over  rocks  into  the 
middle  oflhe  valley ;  the  mountains  become  higher  and  steeper, 
and  after  elimbtnf;  them  for  a  lea^c.  suddenly  appears  behind 
an  eminence  a  siaall  placu  in  the  same  valley,  con^i^tiiig  of 
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forty  houses^  and  celebrated  for  iU  warm  batli^^  for  which 
reason  it  i^  called  Catdas  dc  Gcrez.  The  company  come  from 
the  Kmall  towns  of  Minho^  and  many  of  the  Euj^lish  from 
Porto,  The  bathing  season  continues  from  June  till  August. 
The  warm  waters  of  ibis  f^ace  rifte  to  the  eafitvard  from  a  wall 
of  granite  ruck  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mouutaiD.  Ttitrc  are  four 
springs,  each  bearing  a  diETerent  name  \  viz.  da  Figueira,  a 
fig*tree  growing  over  it  out  of  the  rock ;  do  Bispo^  Sec* 

'*The  Serra  of  Gerez,  generally  peaking,  extends  from 
ea«t  to  west,  but  sends  out  many  hranclips  to  the  aouthward. 
Near  the  Spanish  frontiers,  the  river  Uomem  intersects  the 
valley  of  Caldas  obliquely,  and  passes  into  another.     Ucre 
arc  the  ruins  of  a  Koman  bridge,  with  many  remains  of  pillars 
here  and  there,  belonging  to  a  nomati  way.     These  truces  of 
art  in  so  solitary  and  wild  a  country  make  a  deep  impression, 
and  the  roaring  stream  has,  during  many  centuries,  vainly  en- 
deavoured to  destroy  the  strong  works  of  that  powerful  people. 
A  narrow  and  difticult  foolpatb  leadfi  by  this  singular  spot  into 
a  foreign  kingdom.    The  highest  of  the  mountains  of  Gerez  is 
to  the  eastward  of  Caldas,  towards  the  town  of  Monlalegre; 
and  the  highest  peak  i^  called  0  Murro  do  Burragciro.     IleTB 
the   scene  suddenly  changes;    the  oaks  cease,  and  northern 
trees  alone  appear,  which  are  not  found  in  the  plains  and 
lower  mimntains  of  Portugal,  as  the  yew,  the  birch,  the  muun" 
tain-a^h  and  mouvitain-juuipcr    The  further  we  advanced  to 
the  eastward,  the  mure  rnugh  and  wild  we  found  this  range. 
Evcrytliing  U  granite  along  this  range  of  mountains,  as  18  usual 
in  bea|K:d-up  rocks.     The  Fluru  in  a  singular  niixtiire  of  Ger- 
man and  northern,  Biscayan  and  Pyrenean  plants,  aod  of 
those  belonging  to  the  plains  of  Portugal. 

"  Wolves  are  here  so  numerous  as  to  render  this  ntngc  of 
mountains  dcingerous ;  but  the  most  remarkable  animal  ts  the 
Caucasan  goat^  which  is  extremely  rare  on  other  European 
loountains.    This  animal  is  larger^  stionger,  and  more  mut- 
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cular  than  the  tame  goat,  particularly  in  the  shoulders  tad 
parte  near  the  bee).  In  other  respects  it  fully  coinculea^  with 
the  description  of  ttic  writer  on  Capra  ^gagrua.  Whether  it 
be  a  degenerate  aud  wild  variety  of  the  lame  goat,  or  the  wild 
parent  stock  of  the  lattett  is  uacertain.  Its  flesh  is  much 
esteotaed;  the  skios  are  frequertlly  usetl  as  cuvt?rs  for  mules; 
and  the  horns  are  put  up  as  oruaruenta  in  houses.  Goat-skins 
from  the  Qaliciau  frontiers  are  likewise  sold  in  the  Upper 
Doun>  for  wine-bags.  On  these  mountains  arc  found  great 
numbers  of  hzaids  and  snakes,  for  which  reai^on  tlic  bushes 
arc  burnt  every  fiye  years,  by  which  young  food  for  cattle  m 
aliK)  procured,  although  the  former  motivt^  is  that  always  as* 
signed^  The  snow  docs  not  lie  long,  but  falls  in  such  quaatt* 
tie«  round  the  Murro,  tliat  poles  and  heaps  of  stone  are  set 
up  to  shew  the  road.  The  Murro  may  be  estimated  at  about 
three  to  four  thousand  feet  in  height.  It  is  far  lower  than  the 
Serra  de  Eatrella.  A  Uttlc  beyond  VUlarinha  do  Fumo  riAeii 
a  range  of  rocky  mountains*  called  Serra  Amarella,  which  form 
the  frontiers,"'' 

Proceeding  ea^^tward  from  Braga  up  a  long  valley,  rather 
more  than  a  league  in  extent,  we  arrived  at  the  bust?  oi'thc 
hill  on  which  the  ^anctuar}*  do  Sentior  Jesus  do  Monte  is  si- 
tuated, when  we  dispatched  the  titcira  and  mules  by  a  circui- 
tous but  more  practicable  route  to  the  Cima,  where  wo  were 
to  join  them.  As  this  place  forms  a  leading  feature  in  the 
practical  superstitions  of  the  Portugueser  a  minute  description 
of  the  "  rdltgiu  loci''  will  not  be  deemed  perhrijis  superfluous 
or  tedious. 

On  the  left-hand  mie  of  the  principal  entrance  gate,  over 
which  is  the  Bhield  of  the  Portuguese  sovereignii,  the  flrf;t  ob- 
ject  which  attiacts  the  traveller's  attention  is  a  large  fountain 
ia  tikC  form  of  a  shell,  with  this  inscription  over  it* 


S88  PORTUGAL 

ami  on  the  right  hand  a  corrcsLpojidiag  fountaia  and  inscrip- 
tion, 

Ascending  again  a  few  steps,  {)aiiBing  within  the  gate,  and 
turning  to  the  nglit  hand,  yvc  saw  through  the  ircn-latticcd 
door  of  a  smmll  cbupcl  u  re|)re«entalion  of  our  Saviour  and  the 
tipcmtlc^  in  painted  wood  as  large  an  life,  cclebmting  the 
paschal  supper.  Our  Saviuur  is  seated  undi^r  a  rich  canopy 
in  the  centre  of  ft  semicircular  tabic,  with  a  glory  above  hid 
head.  St.  John  is  leaning  on  his  left  shoulder.  The  names 
of  the  apostles  arc  written  in  large  characters  on  their  left 
nrms.  Judas  the  trmtor  is  seated  last  on  the  left  side  of  thi; 
table  from  oar  Saviour,  concealing  the  bag  of  money  with 
which  hi-  h:id  been  intrusted ;  and  cunseience-smitCenr  listens 
with  ciigcr  attention  to  Christ's  declaration  that  one  of  them 
would  hetruy  liim,  ami  the  iifiseverations  of  fldehty  mode  with 
warmth  by  the  other  apostles.  Our  Saviour  holds  the  bread 
in  his  left  band,  and  before  him  stands  the  cup  containing  the 
memorial  of  hi.-*  blood.  The  countenances  of  the  apostles,  ex* 
presisive  of  vehement  feelings  of  horror,  surprise,  and  indigna- 
tton^  contraj^t  well  with  the  calm  and  majestic  mien  of  their 
divine  master.  A  domestic  in  a  red  dreiis,  and  holding  a  co- 
vered dish,  with  the  name  of  Joao  Marcos  inscribed  on  his  left 
shoulder^  his  sleeves  turned  back  to  the  elbow^  and  the  tunic 
underneath  displayed,  regards  the  paf^sing  scene  with  an  in* 
tensity  of  interest.  Over  the  door  is  inscribed,  "  CoenA  factA 
acccpit  Jesus  pauem  et  ait  comeditc.  hoc  est  corpus  rncum," 
la  the  chapel  opposite,  our  Lord's  agony  in  the  garden  is  re- 
presented. An  angel  appears  in  a  cloud  mini<^tcnng  to  him, 
and  bearing  a  cup.  The  three  apostles  are  sleepim^,  and  at 
the  feet  of  our  Saviour  a  small  fountain  bicaks  out  from  a  rock, 
in  ullusion  to  the  typical  miracle  of  tlio  desert, 
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Winding  up  a  flight  of  stepif  »ti!]  higher,  throu^  a  wofxl  of 
Otk  and  cork  trees,  the  nhnde  of  which  proved  nio^t  welcome 
even  at  an  early  hour  in  tlie  moTniag,  we  came  tu  a  chapel  la 
which  ifl  described  the  apprehension  of  Jcnns  by  the  Itoman 
band  ia  tlie  gardt?n  of  Gethsemane.  Judas  is  seen  giving  the 
Bigtml  agreed  upon,  and  on  one  side  Peter  ia  represented  un- 
sheathing his  sword,  aivd  the  high  priest's  sciAaut  is  seated 
amusing  himself  with  the  alarm  &nd  flight  ofa  young  person  in 
a  white  linen  rol>e  lor^aely  thrown  round  liim.  Some  of  the 
soldiers  are  preparing  the  ropes  with  which  Jesus  is  to  be  bound. 
In  the  next,  our  Sariour  is  represented  tied  to  a  pillar,  and 
scourged  by  the  Roman  governor.  A  Koman  soldier,  and  a 
person  attired  in  a  Spanish  dress,  are  making  fresh  scourges. 
Round  the  neck  of  tlic  latter  some  dcTotee  has  placed  a  cravat 
of  silver  tissue.  After  ascending  another  series  of  steps,  the 
fiftJi  ehapt-l  occurs,  and  here  our  Saviour  is  enduring  the 
mockery  of  the  diadem  of  thorns,  and  the  reed.  On  either 
side  of  these  chapels  is  a  pretty  bubbling  fountain,  ia  which 
the  pilgrim  may  slake  hig  thirst.  In  a  ehapel  still  higher  up, 
Pilate  is  seen  on  an  elevated  stage,  presenting  Jesus  to  the 
malignant  multitude,  and  saying  '*Ecoe  Homo!'* 

In  the  seventh  chapel  Jesus  is  represented  in  a  black  robe, 
bending  under  the  weight  of  his  cross,  on  his  way  to  the  last 
scene  of  his  earthly  ministry  upon  Mount  Calvary,  the  daugh- 
tera  of  Israel  weeping  around  him.  The  officer  of  the  Koman 
guard,  benring  the  governor  s  death-warrant  in  Ins  left  hand, 
is  leading  the  holy  victim  by  %  rope  ttxed  round  his  neck  to 
the  place  of  crucifixion.  The  last  act  of  this  tragic  scene, 
about  the  third  hour,  when  they  crucified  the  Lord  of  life,  is 
described  in  juioiher  chapel,  and  to  mark  the  locality,  two 
skulls  and  thigh-bones  are  placed  over  the  door,  and  a  lad  U 
repxescnted  as  holding  a  scroll,  inscribed  with  the  initial  letters 
of  Pilate's  superscription. 

The  whole  of  these  sacred  representations  arc  very  far.  to 
P4>rt,  T 
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admit  the  truth,  from  being  grote^ue;  and  though  perhaps 
entitled  to  claim  but  little  merit  tor  the  style  ia  which  they 
lU'c  executed,  they  are  by  no  means  badly  calculated  to  give 
vivid  ideas  of  that  awful  series  of  events  ti>  the  niiiul  of  tlie 
devotee,  and  to  leave  a  strong  impression  upon  bis  feelings, 
more  even  than  many  discourfie^  on  the  ?4ubject,  sinue,  tw  lli« 
poet  remarks  upon  the  niic3  of  the  drama, 

SegninG  Lrrit4uit  atiimoa  <ti.'inLiEBa  per  a.urem, 
Quam  <^n»  flunl  ocikli^  •uhj«i;l«  liddibua,  et  qua 

Jio  peasant  could  behold  such  scenes  in  the  fervor  of  that 
piety  which  had  induced  his  pilgrimage  hither,  without 
having  his  heart  warmed,  and  his  understanding  enlightened 
upon  the  ftiibject. 

Ne!ct  succeeds  a  long  flight  of  steps  of  white  granite,  which 
branch  off  right  and  left,  and  unite  on  platforms  above,  having 
a  baluatrade,  on  which,  as  they  rise  tier  above  tier,  are  placed 
coloNcal  figures  in  white  marble  of  uposUes  and  saints.  In 
the  centre  of  the  base  of  this  flight  there  ij*  a  beautiful  foun- 
tain, on  either  Aide  of  which  are  represented  in  high  relief,  the 
cup,  the  hammer,  the  cordi<,  naiU,  pincers,  ladder,  and  croes, 
and  on  a  shield  above  are  inscribed  the  following  lines; 

Putpureos  Tontr:! (xiium  reaemvit  nj^iun, 
Nuic  in  chrysUillcH  bic  tibi  rertit  amor. 

To  the  left  hand,  at  the  summit  of  this  noble  flight  of  steps, 
placed  on  a  pedestal,  which  is  supported  by  an  insulated  piece 
of  granite  of  a  conical  shape,  is  a  well-executed  figure  of  A 
warrior  on  hori^eback.  A  great  deal  of  gilding  is  spread  over 
this  equestrian  statue,  which  seemi^  to  be  cut  out  of  a  block  of 
white  granite.  In  another  chapel  is  described  the  Assumption 
of  the  Virgin  into  heaven  from  a  garden,  prettily  executed. 
Choirs  of  angles  are  represented  holding  pieces  of  printed 
music,  playing  ou  violius,  or  chaunting  the  hymn,  "VenL 
SponsaChriftU — Accipe  coronam."'    Above  this  chapel  again 
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\%  ft  \tLfp^  fo\mtst\u  in  fuMic  stoheworkf  from  which  the  water 
pQ«j(e^  through  the  beak  of  a  pelican,  the  emblem  of  charity, 
iipon  her  young,  who  appear  to  be  imbibing  her  blood. 

The  principal  weEtern  f^^ade  has  four  colunms  of  the  Doric 
order,  which  support  a  projecting  g;allery.  on  the  balustrade  of 
which  are  four  colossal  A|^u^c^s  in  marble,  roproscniing  the 
evangelists,  whose  name^  are  in*cribed  underneath.  In  taber- 
nacles on  either  side  of  the  principal  entrance  into  the  nave, 
ire  placed  two  fiae  figares  nf  Inaiah  and  Jeremiah,  and  on  a 
tablet  over  the  door  m  inscribed  this  poinpous  appropriation  of 
the  prophe<^yj  "  Et  crit  in  novisRimis  diebuA  prseparatiifi  inons» 
domus  Domini,  in  verlice  montium,  et  clevabitur  super  colics, 
el  fluent  ad  eum  omnes  gentcs."  On  another  tablet  nnder  a 
window  to  the  left  hand  of  this  door  b  tnacribcd,  "Mons  in 
quo  beneplacitiim  e^t  Deo  habitarp, — in  eo  etcnim  Dominiis 
habitnbitur  ad  finem;"  and  on  a  tablet  similarly  situated  to 
the  ri^hl,  u  the  fiitlowin^r  inj^riplion,  "  Exaltnle  Dufnliitim 
Deum  nostrum,  et  adorate  in  moute  saticto  ejus/'  Upon  pe- 
destals pl'rfred  at  certain  distances  frnni  each  oilier  ini  tlie  ba- 
lustrade of  the  semicircular  area  in  front  of  the  churcli,  arc 
coluftsal  ftguieH  of  Joseph  of  Arimath^a,  Nicodemus,  Pilate, 
and  the  Centurion.  At  either  angle  of  the  fiifade  are  two 
detached  towers,  with  Corinthinn  pillars  and  capitals,  and 
COTtoiniDg  each  four  bells.  The  interior  of  the  church  is  lofty, 
though  nut  lan^.  U  is  built  of  vvhilt!  gnnite,  perfectly 
plftin,  and  has  no  other  decoration  than  the  rich  canopy  over 
the  higti  altar,  supported  hy  four  superb  columns  richly  gilt. 
A  felling  drapery  of  green  silk  conceals  from  public  view  tho 
depoiitory  of  the  holy  sacrament,  and  a  representation  of  our 
Saviours  ascent  into  heaven. 

The  view  of  Braga  from  this  height,  and  beycod  it,  to  the 
left,  of  the  Benedictine  Convent  of  Tibacns,  the  intcn'emng 
T^leys  and  surrounding  mountains,  still  partially  obscured  by 
mists,  though  on  u  scale  of  magnitude  inferior  to  the  grandeur 
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stid  beauty  of  tlie  Alpine  view  from  the  Supcrga  over  the  fer- 
tile valJcy  of  iIjl'  i*u  and  tile  elegant  city  uf  Turin,  yet,  in  soiiic 
degree,  .^'ou Id  remind  the  traveller  of  that  splendid  prospect. 
JuAt  nlKive  the  tittle  ina  M'liere  we  breukfasted^  U  a  chapel, 
where  is  represented  the  preparation  of  oar  Saviours  body  for 
cnclriMire  in  the  new  tomb  of  Jo&e]jli,  and  the  mother  sur- 
rounded by  a  circle  of  moumcra  bending  over  it  in  the  Apcccb- 
less  agcny  of  grief.     In  the  side-chapel  to  the  north,  whence 
the  ijnage  of  our  Saviour  has  dc&cendod  to  Braga,  there  is  a 
toIcTfibly  executed  front  elevation  of  the  church,  luid  round 
tbc  frame  is  inscribed,  "  He  dedicada  cata  memona  ftos  bcm- 
IVitfinrs,  (.-  hr.innidos  l.»vradore«  das  freguezias  ctrcuuivL-ziuhits, 
ileste  Sanotoaiio,  que  com  pio  ^  fervori^zo  z£lo  tanto  ^  cmpcn- 
hariiuj  em  canduzir  gratiii(ainetLte  no»  seus  carros  toda  a  pedrtt 
para  a  conalrufcao  dcstc  majcstozo  tcmplo." 
I    There  are  also  i^everal  portraits  of  benefactors  in  this  chapel 
very  fairly  executed ;    and  among  the  numerous  ex  volo  offer- 
ings su>«pcndcd  to  the  walls,  a  tablet  represents  a  man  in  liis 
bed  vomiting  blood  into  a  ba^in,  which  in  held  by  a  friend, 
"while  a  Franciscan  monk  grasps  his  k^tl  hand.     Some  of  the 
family  are  on  their  knees  before  an  appearance  "  do  Scnhor 
do  Monte;"    and  his  wife  is  represented  as  >itanduig  up,  hold- 
ing a  largp   portion  of  the  intestines,  which  has  come  away 
fi^jm  tbc  invalid  during  a  violent  fit  of  coughing.     The  follow- 
ing inscription  records   his  miraculous  recovery:    *' Milagre 
que  Fes  o  Bom  Jesus  do  Monte,  da  cidade  de  Braga,  a  Joao 
Strmeli  de  nn^aa  Ilespauholo,  que  lan^ando  inmien^o  «angue» 
Pclla  Boca,  e&tando,  Dezenganado  de  viver,  se  apepou  com 
o  Senhor,  e  Iha  reciiper(»u  a  sua  antiga  5audc>"     This  one 
inscription  on  a  votive  tablet  will  serve  to  give  you  a  general 
idea  of  tbc  character  of  such  compositions^  for  they  are  all 
pretty  roucli  alike.     E.r  ««o,  therefore,  diifcc  omrteSn 

A  chapel  ha?s  been  lately  erected  to  the  north-west  of  the 
.platform  on  which  the  church  is  situated.    The  building  is  of 
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whifegramte.  A  corresponding;  chape!  and  flight  of Mcps  up 
to  il,  is  to  be  built  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  platform,  whicii 
19  to  be  extended  in  thai  direction  in  order  to  receive  it, 
when  the  original  grand  design  for  the  front  of  this  magnificent 
edi&ce  will  be  completed.  Over  the  door  of  the  north  chapel 
ia  in^ribcd  on  n  tablet, 

Nordf  Junhodo;7a4. 

Still  ascending  beyond  the  little  inn  and  fountain  opposite, 
we  mine  lo  the  tenth  chapel,  in  which  our  Saviour't  ascent 
fifom  the  tomb  is  represented,  and  the  watchful  Roman  guard, 
jcaJons  of  their  charge,  and  wilh  :*wwrdr*  drawn,  kh  though  an 
enemy  were  upon  them.  In  the  eleventh  chapel,  one  of  three 
in  a  circle  near  theCima,  Mirroiinded  by  oak  trees,  women  are 
rcpre^nled  bringing  spices  to  embalm  the  body,  with  Mary 
and  two  angels  kneeling  and  looking  into  the  tomb.  In  the 
twelfth,  Christ  is  seen  breaking  bread  with  the  apostles  at 
EminauH,  llie  siile-i^ceiies  resembling  those  of  a  .stage.  A 
tablet  bcar»  tlie  following  mM:TipUon,  '' Chri»to  Kedemptor 
Diriuo  com  «er  dea-*,  [Mir  natiirera  aqui  se  v^»  porta  k  meza  na 
formad  hum  peregrine/^  In  the  last  chapel  is  repreitented  the 
ascent  of  our  Savionr.  A  glory,  surrounded  by  the  angelic 
host,  and  suspended  by  some  invisible  means,  U  supposed  lo 
be  bearing  him  through  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  resume  hit 
former  state  of  equality  with  the  Father. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the  raisW  whidi  h»d 
hitherto  contracted  the  prospect,  cleared  off.  and  diiicfo«ed  lo 
us  a  vast  extent  of  mountain  scenery,  valleys*  forestp,  lo^vn», 
viitagcs.  monasteries,  and  the  ocean  bounding  the  landscape, 
and  glittering  like  polished  silver  under  a  cloudless  sun.  The 
noon  wouid  acem  to  be  the  best  hour  for  the  enjoyment  of  this 
magnificent  view.  Wc  travelled  hence  for  a  com^idemhle  dia- 
tance  ^ong  the  bare  ridge  of  the  Cima,  and  found  the  anient 
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rays  of  the  mcridiao  siio  ugro^ably  tempered  by  the  influeoc^ 
of  the  sea-brcc/cs. 

On  the  Cima  de  Volpeira,  which  furms  u  branch  of  the 
Scrra*  wliich  we  crossed  on  our  route  1«)  f^itiiuiHraens  lying  to 
the  right,  and  nearer  the  regular  ruad  from  Braga  to  the  former 
phice,  is  the  Convent  of  Barratuze,  inbiibiteil  hy  aii  order  of 
monk^s,  to  the  number  of  twenty,  who  u^e  a  coarse  habit,  and 
practise  great  austeritieii.  observing  long  C«st^,  and  sletrpiog 
upon  stoncH,  About  three  or  four  weeks  «ince,  a  troop  of 
banditti  broke  in  upon  them,  slripped  them  of  all  Ihey 
posacsscd,  and  murdered  several  travellers  during  the  time 
they  retained  poiiscssimi  cf  (be  monaster^'.  They  aie  n^porled 
to  have  cut  off  the  breasts  of  one  female  with  savage  brutality, 
atid  after  plundering  her»  to  have  leJt  her  weltering  in  ber 
blood*  At  length  a  giiard  of  soldiers  ap]>c&red  on  the  Scrra; 
the  baudiui  fled,  and  hnve  not  since  been  heard  of.  These 
robbers  arc  supposed  to  have  been  fugitirca  from  Silvcira's 
army.  The  regular  military-  have  taken  up  their  quarters  in 
the  convent,  and  parties  of  them  arc  out  day  and  night  on  the 
watch,  but  still  the  road  is  at  present  re^-arded  as  datigeroua. 

Our  descent  from  thi^  elevation  was  down  an  ahnost  preci- 
pitous road,  strewed  with  fragntects  of  granite  rock,  which 
rendered  the  footing  oi  the  mules,  under  the  wcijjht  of  the 
liteira,  exlifniely  infiecure-  Fine  mountain  views  have  accom- 
panied the  whole  of  this  day's  course.  Towards  evening  we 
reached  Guim^r^iens,  and  found  coniforiable  quanerj;  at  the 
"  Nova  hot^pedaria  e  caza  de  Pasto,"  in  the  square  opposite 
the  cathedral,  to  which  the  sounds  of  orc-hcKtral  music  imme* 
diatcly  attracted  us  upon  our  arrival.  U  happened  lo  t)e  the 
uuniversary  of  the  defeat  of  tlie  SpanidTdpt  at  Alj  ubarrota ;  and 
accordingly,  sacred  music,  masses,  and  procession^*,  bad  been 
kept  up  throughout  the  day.  The  viobni»  introduced  into  tbe 
orchestra  hud  a  bad  effect,  being  misembJy  played.  The 
effectj  however,  of  numerous  lighted  tapers  in  tbe  church,  and 
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iMiMtftrly  or  t^ofte  at  the  high  altar,  vr^s  v«ry  impoftiiig; 
«wl'  Noftsa  Senhora  d'Oliveira,  arrayed  iu  a  superb  dress  of 
gold  brocade*  and  having  a  crown  on  her  Uend  vmrth,  actxtrd* 
iag  to  report,  six  thousand  pouuds  of  our  money,  and  a  breaftU 
plate  enriched  with  precious  stonc8,  added  much  to  the  splen- 
dour of  the  scene.  Numeruus  devotees  continued  kneeling, 
until  a  late  hour  at  night,  in  adoration  before  tliis  gorgeously- 
dreaaed  image  in  the  navo  of  the  cathedral. 

An  olira  tree,  sacred  to  our  Lady  of  Olivcira,  is  presen'cd 
with  religious  veneration  in  the  open  space  fronting  the  cathe- 
itfal,  and  is  dL-fonded  by  ;ti)  enclosure  of  iron  mils.  Nc^  it  is 
a  stone  erosti,  once  apparently  adorned  with  a  profuMon  of 
gilding,  which  conlaitis  images  of  our  Saviour  and  ihc  bWss<-d 
Virgin.  The  opposite  side  of  the  square  is  occupied  by  the 
town-hoii^,  ill  which  the  first  corregidor  of  the  province  re< 
sides,  and  buildings  employed  for  public  otfices.  The  houses 
have  curious  lattices  affixed  to  the  windows,  as  at  Braga,  but 
Ihe  streets  are  infinitely  more  handsome.  To  the  west-south- 
west of  the  Camfjo  Torraia»  not  far  from  the  public  fountain 
and  vegetable  market,  there  is  a  detached  lower,  which  con- 
tains a  remarkably  large  and  handsome  gilt  bell,  with  its  name 
inscribed.  z»  well  as  that  of  the  donor,  and  the  date  of  its  con* 
strucUon.  The  |K>pulation  of  Guiniaraens  may  be  about  seven 
thousand  souls,  one  of  whose  principal  articles  of  traffic  is 
dried  fruit,  particularly  plums  in  boxes. 

Uuimaraens  is  beaulifuliy  situated  about  three  Icaguea  from 
Braga,  on  ao  elevated  plain  remarkable  for  its  fertility,  be^ 
twecn  the  two  rivers  Dave  and  Viaela.  The  early  kings  of 
Portugal  made  it  their  principal  residence,  the  remains  of 
whose  venerable  castle  are  still  to  be  seen  upon  the  ftide  of  a 
mountain  which  overiianga  the  town.  The  neififhbouring  warm 
battis  were  in  great  repute  even  as  early  as  the  times  of  the 
Romans,  who  erected  a  temple  in  honor  of  Ceres,  on  the  site 
Mitw^uently  occupied  by  a  Christian  temple  dedicated  to  St.* 
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James.  It  was  likewise  the  birth-place  of  Alphonso  Henri- 
quez,  wli<*  was  proclaimed  by  hLs  troops  on  the  field  of  Ou- 
riquc,  sovereig^i  of  Portugal.  The  gardens  and  woods  to  t.be 
south-west  of  the  town  are  extremely  pretty,  and  behind  the 
eastern  part  rises  a  verj'  lofty  mountain  of  sleep  ascent,  about 
three-fonrths  of  whose  height  are  clothed  with  luxuriant  forest 
trees.  The  bare  and  denticulated  summit  resembles  in  some 
degree  the  appearance  of  the  Mont  Saleve,  which  stands  a 
little  distance  to  the  east  of  Geneva. 

Everything  here  is  in  abundance ;  vegetables,  fruit,  corn, 
oiK  and  wine.  We  purchased  some  well-fed  beef  that  would 
have  been  lauded  by  a  jury  of  English  graziers,  for  twopence 
the  pound  ;  and  a  large  flagon  of  wine,  which  could  not  have 
held  less  than  two  imperial  quarts,  and  infinitely  superior  to 
&11  the  ordinary  wines  of  France,  cost  us  only  one  penny- 
The  fruitfulness  of  the  surrotmding  valleys  is  quite  proverbial^ 

Aiaid  who^  umbrage  gr««n  her  silver  h<-ad 

Tb'  iinfnfling  alire  lifta;  heri^  vme-fla<l  hJlU 

Iriiy  Inrlli  iWu  pijrpl"?  store,  unil  suriHy  vkIps 

Id  prospect  Ta«t  their  Level  lape  expand,  '.    . 

altogether  corresponding  with  Homer's  description  of  a  highly- 
favoured  region, 

_____  AW  Ayafl^  fiiy, 

HoM.  Od. 

We  bad  been  fairly  driven  out  of  the  sacristy  of  the  cathe^ 
dral  by  the  impertinent  curiosity  of  the  country  people,  who 
seemed  to  think  an  Englishman  a  much  greater  novelty  than 
the  gaudy  attire  of  our  Lady  of  Oliveira,  The  canons,  how- 
ever, who  were  reported  to  us  to  be  of  high  birth,  aware  of 
the  annoyance  with  which  we  had  met,  had  the  courtesy  to 
request  that  we  would  return  an  hour  before  vespers  to  the 
cathedral,  when  our  curiosity  should  be  gratified  with  a  -quiet. 


k 


ILLUSTRATED,  397 

mspe<:tion6ftlie  building,  the  valuable  apoih  taken  from  tb"« 
Spaniards  by  John  1,  in  the  battle  of  Aljubarrota,  nnd  other 
precious  vei^eN  (»!'  tl^e  sanctuary.  ' 

The  western  door  ol'  the  cathedral  is  in  the  form  of  a  regular 
Gothic  ftr(;ti,  of  ihe  flurid  style,  supportpd  by  three  pUiin  co- 
iainDs  on  either  side,  with  grotesque  capitals,  and  omaitienlcd 
with  a  lariety  of  mouldings,  one  consisling  tif  a  serie*  of  hall«, 
the  next  of  roactte»  divided  from  each  other  by  square  devices; 
and  tlien  alternate  plain  retiring  itiouldings,  with  the  strings 
of  rosettes  repeated.  The  capitals  of  two  pilasters,  set  deep 
withiti  the  wull  at  tlif  auglv?^  of  thi;  building,  consist  of  winged 
aniQials,  Above  the  arch  is  a  noble  window,  4!nriehcd  with 
Mul]>tiLrc,  ajjpiireutly  uf  the  age  and  style  of  the  windows  ia 
the  church  of  St,  James  at  Dieppe;  but  the  centre  of  this 
window  has  been  walled  up,  and  again  perforated  to  admit 
four  amali  round  wmdowic,  the  etfect  of  which  is  verj*  bad. 
The  side-walls  of  the  interior  are  covered  with  painted  tiles* ; 
and  in  the  adjoining  cloister,  or  rather  vestibule,  we  found  two 
stone  coffins  of  very  remote  date,  which  once  contained  in  all 
probability  the  remains  of  former  priors  of  this  collegiate 
church.  The  architectural  character  of  the  building  consists, 
as  it  must  be  apparent,  of  a  variety  of  styles  belonging  to 
diSerctit  crsu;. 

In  the  sacri:«ty  we  were  shown  an  immensely  lar^  and 
weighty  crucifix  of  silver,  which  is  carried  in  procession  on 
great  fc&tivala ;  a  much-valued  relic,  the  5kull  of  St.  Rodrigo. 
»et  in  silver,  and  kept  in  a  silver  box  lined  with  red  velvet ;  a 
cuilode  or  vex**el  for  containing  the  sacramental  wafer,  curi- 
ously enchaRcd  and  of  silver  gilt,  its  form  Gofhie,  with  turrets 
and  lowers  above  the  centre  circle,  and  sea-horseA  and  sphinxes 
at  the  four  angles  of  the  base ;  in  tbifi  the  sacrament  is  carried 
out  to  the  Kick  and  dying :  a  beautiful  silver  cros*  of  the  aamc 
chaiscLer,  which  is  carried  in  procession  on  the  day  of  Corpus 
Christi.     Inscribed  in  old  cbai^ctcrs  round  th«  rim  of  one  of 
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the  gold  chalices,  we  observed,  "  H'lc  est  calix  &anf»iiiui$  nici 
^Ti  testuracuti/'  There  arc  a  great  variety  of  ether  vessels, 
chalices  of  j^ltl  and  silver  of  great  aatiquity,  enibosfiedr  with 
circles  of  belld  under  the  nm^ ;  and  curioiis  boxes  of  gold  and 
silver  inlaid  witb  precious  stones,  all  of  sufficient  interest  to 
claim  the  attention  of  an  antiquary.  Wc  were  shown  like* 
wise  fi  portable  altar,  or  little  oratorj^  composed  of  massive 
silver  gilt,  which  wa^i  found  among  the  ^ix>ils  taken  in  tJie 
camp  of  Philip  of  Castile ;  and  the  font  in  which  the  first  kio^ 
of  Portugal,  Alphon&o  Henriquez.  was  baptised.  The  rernaitis 
of  his  palace  are  now  converted  into  barracks  for  tie  reception 
of  snldieni. 

At  oight  the  bells  of  the  colle^^inte  clmrch-lower,  opposite 
the  windows  of  our  Estnlcigem,  and  iivhioh  was  lighted  up  wkh 
torches,  pealed  gaily  and  loud,  to  our  great  anoo^imce,  for 
some  hours,  accompanied  by  the  occasi(»[iftl  discharge  c^  rock- 
ets and  muskctfi,  in  honor  of  the  day's  festival. 

Tlic  atuiuspliere  having  become  much  cooler  in  ccusequeuoe 
of  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  (a  heathen  at  Broga  would  have  said 
that  the  devotees  of  the  Mount  had  propitiated  JuptCer  Plu- 
vialis.)  our  journey  wai?  rendered  pleasant  to  Amanjitc*  whence 
this  letter  is  dated.  Paj^sing  to  the  eaNtward  of  Ouimaraens, 
and  between  two  convents  charmingly  situated  in  the  middle 
of  their  quintas,  we  wound  up  a  steep  ascent,  tlirougb  a  wood 
of  chestnut  and  oak  trees,  among  which  were  scattered  in 
wild  confusion  enormous  masses  of  granite  rock,  some  per^ 
fectly  round.  The  scenery  became  truly  romantic ;  and  be- 
tween two  gigumtic  rocks,  which  had  fallen  a^^ain^^t  each  other 
so  as  still  to  leave  an  open  space,  a  line  view  presented  itself 
over  the  town  of  Gutmaraens,  the  old  castle  on  a  hetf^ht  to  the 
Rortb,  the  pointed  remains  of  the  ancient  town-walls,  the  con- 
vents and  churches,  and  the  surrounding  greon  iuclosures, 
vying  in  ncliness  and  cultivation,  water  and  woodland,  with 
4^  mosf  &vouiod  landscapes  in  &iglan(t 
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We  now  croftiK^I  tlie  ^rra  tie  SanU  Cnlharirui^  liaviug  to 
Uie  left  above  tt^  ike  wreck  of  a  granite  mounULin  dispersed 
in  fudi'  ipibsscfi,  some  »[ipi\>avhiiLg  tlie  ruad,  and  ultieni  ajifia- 
retuiy  poised  m  air,  so  as  to  create  an  involuiuary  shudder  um 
WH  panned  benenth  tlieni.  Th<^  mountain  rrmte  led  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  over  a  soil  composed  of  graiiitic  fra^ent* 
spread  far  and  wide  apparently  in  ages  past,  hy  some  awful 
convulsion  of  nature.  The  descent  from  the  wild  Venda  dc 
Serra  into  the  beautifully  wooded  sind  extensive  valley  of  Pom- 
bciro,  is  precipitoufi  and  difficult.  Its  verdant  and  umbrageous 
appearance  presented  a  deligtitfui  ei^ntrast  to  the  cheerless 
and  arid  Serras  seen  to  the  east,  and  beyond  again  to  the  soutb- 
ea*l-  Traversing  ihe  valley,  and  crosshtg  a  mountain  torrent 
by  a  small  bridge  of  granite,  a  steep  narrow  road,  nearly  hid 
under  the  mantling  canopy  of  vines  for  fionie  considerable  way, 
led  to  a  convent  of  Benedictines  on  the  lert,  Uie  road  being  di- 
vided by  a  length  of  wall  frum  iheir  vineyards,  orchards,  and 
gardens.  These  monks  must  live  in  great  luxtiry,  and  their 
cuDvent  eommands  delightful  views  to  the  west. 

The  valleys  about  Lixa  increase  in  breadth,  arc  well  peopled, 
and  skilfully  cultivated.  After  passing  this  village,  which  is 
only  a  league  from  Amarante,  we  had  to  traverse  an  elevated 
plain,  whence  we  obtained  a  fine  view  of  a  distant  range  of 
mountains  to  the  east-north-east  of  our  route,  among  whicli 
one  insulated  hill  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  having  piecipitous 
sides  clothed  with  a  dark  coloured  heath,  peculiarly  arrested 
our  attention,  as  distinguished  by  its  singular  shape  from  the 
surrounding  groupe.  Late  in  the  evening  we  reached  Ama- 
rante,  thus  described  by  Link  :  "  It  is  a  considerable  town  or 
Tilla,  situated  on  the  Tamega,  which  divides  it  from  the  suburb, 
sod  over  which  is  a  handsome  stone  bridge.  This  town  be- 
longs to  the  Corregimento  of  Guimaraens,  but  has  only  one 
Juiz  de  Fora.  The  country  is  uncommonly  pleasant,  the 
valley,  like  those  of  tike  Minho,  being  cultivated  and  shaded 
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with  vrood;  not  only  oaks  find  chestnuts,  but  pines,  figs,  and 
cork  trees  appear,  and  quJntas  adorned  with  lofty  Portuguese 
cypresses  ;  a  fine  river  that  aoiinates  the  whole ;  and  Amarante, 
both  in  a  physical  and  moral  point  of  view,  well  deserves  its 
charming  name."  But  this  letter  is  almost  as  eternal  as  the 
imaginary  flower,  so  to  conclude. 


Till:    AH&niCAN    AI.OR, 


iLLUSTRATED. 


LETTER  XII, 


Tu  vif^urmifi  u^jU  uuO  ^:Uoie^  of  (air  v-Mvui; 
Wbtrc,  by  the  puicut  muqcIoIcJ  bi^lu 
The  TiDc^ntil  Hwcllfl  icfiil{;viit  oti  llie  day ; 
8pittcl»o'ti  IIk'  Tsle>  or  up  tht-  RKJiintain  climb*, 
ProfuK :  and  drinks  amid  the  sunny  rocks, 
FroOi  cli^to  cU^  cQcicued,  Uitf  hi'ijfWtif'd  bliLMi. 

Imw  btbd  ttiti  vr«igbty  bought.   Tlti^  (liiMttncUATv 
Hdf  lhrou|(h  tbo  foiiogti  mh^d,  or  ardent  flames 
Or  «biE«  troniparcjit :  while  pcH'c«tioa  breathe* 
Wlut«  oW  till!  turgviii  film  iXm  liriii^  dw. 
Ai  thti8  th(:y  brighten  with  onaltcd  juic^t 
Tout^hid  into  Auvour  by  the  mmgljng  ray; 
Tbu  rural  yuuth  ami  virgins  o'at  the  lidd, 
£ach  fnnd  for  aach  to  cull  the  autumnal  |irirn«, 
J<!:(ultiii^  rove,  oad  speak  th«  rintoge  nigh. 
TtH-n  (rouK<>(  theoruFthiugiwuiri ;  the  <^uuutry  l!oal>. 
And  foitru  uiiliouudiMl  wiiti  the  iiiAiiliy  tliKvd ; 
That  by  degrees  fermented  and  refined. 
Kouad  the  rabed  natbns  pours  Uie  ciifi  of  joy. 


»  The  tnodcni  appearance  of  thL*  town  of  Atnaraiile  by  no 
mcdus  corresponds  wjtb  the  gtowing  dc^ription  quoted  from 
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Link  at  the  coQcluslon  of  my  last  letter-  The  many  neat 
houses  noticed  by  that  traveller  are  now  completeJy  destroyed, 
or  reduced  lo  such  a  state  of  ruin»  that  their  skeletons  alone  re- 
main in  proof  of  the  injurious  effect  of  Soult*s  sanguinary 
attacks  upon  the  town  and  suburbs.  We  crcjssed  the  Tamega, 
which  divides  the  two  parts  of  the  place  by  a  very  handsome 
bridge  of  three  arches,  still  bearing  evident  marks  on  the  stone- 
work of  the  different  conflicts  which  it  has  witnessed. 

As  soon  as  the  light  of  day  returned,  we  set  out  to  view  the 
two  posiliona  taken  up  by  Soult  s  troops  before  the  town;  the 
first  when  he  was  completely  foiled  by  Silveira,  ajid  driven 
back  across  the  Serras  to  the  east-nortb-eaBtj  in  the  direction 
of  Caldas  de  Geres,  immediately  preceding  his  occiipatioo  of 
Braga;  and  the  second  after  the  cfipture  of  the  latter  place  by 
the  French  troops,  who  then  invested  Amarante  on  the  south- 
west, and  took  it  from  that  point  by  assault. 

The  next  object  of  interest  was  the  ground  taken  up  on  a 
recent  occasion  by  the  rebel  forces  of  Silveira,  to  the  number 
of  three  thousand  men,  in  the  open  spaces  of  a  pine-wood 
overhanj^ing  the  company's  newly  formed  road,  which,  avoid- 
ing the  more  incommodious  passage  over  the  Serra  de  Marao 
by  the  village  of  Compeao,  leaving  Cameiro  to  the  left,  leads 
through  the  village  of  Teixeira  to  Pezo  da  Regoa,  the  great 
mart  for  the  Upper  Douro  wines.  This  position  immediately 
fronts  the  town.  The  bridge  over  the  Tamega,  fortified  and 
bristl  ng  with  guns,  formed  the  centre  of  the  Marquess  Ange- 
ja's  position,  who  had  under  his  command  about  seven  thou- 
sand constitutionalists.  His  left  occupied  the  extensive  build- 
ings of  the  Dominican  convent,  with  one  side  on  a  line  with 
the  river  ;  but  its  principle  facade,  (in  the  style  of  Roman  ar- 
chitecture,) running  north  and  south,  looks  upon  the  open 
space  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tamega,  which  we  had  crossed 
the  previous  evening  on  our  way  over  the  bridge  into  ihe 
suburbs.     The  olive  grounds  belonging  to  the  convent,  which. 
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tfom  their  elevated  situation  entirely  comraand  tile  possa^  of 
the  mer,  formed  the  extreme  left  of  his  poRition.  It  being:  the 
month  of  April,  the  waters  of  the  Tamcga  Htill  maintninecl  lh 
high  level,  and  that  circumstance  preBented  another  obMacle 
to  Silveira^s  attempt.  No  boat  could  venture  arriMs  from  the 
left  bank,  as  the  positions  of  the  Marquees  enfiladed  the  ap- 
proach in  that  quarter  ;  and  indt^td  such  was  tlicir  strengtli,  as 
to  render  every  attempt  that  might  bo  made  on  the  centre,  ot 
upon  cither  of  his  wings,  perfectly  bojiclefls.  The  pajis  of 
Amaiunte  may  be  considered  im  the  key  to  Porto,  and  indeed 
tu  the  [jiruvJDc^f  of  thL-  Minhoe  Duuro. 

To  the  north  of  the  Dominican  church  and  conTent,  a  steep 
fttfeet  le-ads  up  to  the  ancient  cbnroli  of  Hanto  Oonsalvu,  «>n  a 
small  platform,  to  the  right  of  which,  looking  southward  tewanU 
the  bridge,  we  found  a  small  bauery  of  six  guns,  which  had 
haHtily  been  formed  from  mud  and  straw  strongly  compacted, 
wicker  work,  aiid  branches  of  oak-lree«,  faggots,  barrels  filled 
witheartb,  kitchen  dressers,  and  chests  fumiehcd  mthc  urgency 
of  the  moment  from  the  contiguous  houteK.  These  had  been 
covered  with  earth  and  turf,  and  openings  were  left  for  the 
discharge  of  musketry.  Thue  the  convent,  the  church,  and 
the  open  space  in  front,  the  bridge,  and  the  river,  were 
effectually  defended.  The  Marquesss  right  waft  stationed  in 
the  form  of  a  seiricircle  on  the  other  aide  of  the  river  upon  a 
height  to  the  south-west  of  Silveiras  position,  and  command- 
ing for  a  considerable  distance  thf^  line  of  road  rnnning  down 
from  the  pine-wood  to  the  iiuburb.  A  small  chapel  etood  in 
the  ccntri-,  immcdiatety  under  which  tiumerous  guns  planted 
along  a  course  of  old  vine'terracca  were  ready  to  play  u|>on 
the  rebels,  had  their  empty  bravados  and  daring  iuKults  been 
followed  up  by  any  poAitivc  attempt.  Intimidated  by  these 
fuftnidable  preparations,  tlie  r^bel  chief  at  length  retired, 
vtt^U  indibririm,  acrosH  the  mountains  int6  Spain*  As  the 
caplure,  however,  of  Amarante  would  open  the  road  to  Porto, 
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Link  at  the  conclusion  of  my  last  letter.  The  many  neat 
houses  noticed  by  that  traveller  are  now  completely  destroyed, 
or  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  ruin,  that  their  skeletons  alone  re- 
main in  proof  of  the  injurious  effect  of  Soults  sanguinary 
attacks  upon  the  town  and  suburbs.  We  crossed  the  Tamega, 
which  divides  the  two  parts  of  the  place  by  a  very  handsome 
bridge  of  three  arches^  still  bearing  evident  marks  on  the  stone- 
work of  the  different  conflicts  which  it  has  witnessed. 

As  soon  as  the  light  of  day  returned,  we  set  out  to  view  the 
two  positions  taken  up  by  Soult's  troops  before  the  town ;  the 
first  when  he  was  completely  foiled  by  Silveira,  and  driven 
back  across  the  Serras  to  the  east-north-enst,  in  the  direction 
of  Caldas  de  Geres,  immediately  preceding  his  occupation  of 
Braga;  and  the  second  after  the  capture  of  the  latter  place  by 
the  French  troops,  who  then  invested  Amarante  on  the  south- 
west, and  took  it  from  that  point  by  assault. 

The  next  object  of  interest  was  the  ground  taken  up  on  a 
recent  occasion  by  the  rebel  forces  of  Silveira,  to  the  number 
of  three  thousand  men,  in  the  open  spaces  of  a  pine-wood 
overhanging  the  company's  newly  formed  road,  which,  avoid- 
ing the  more  incommodious  passage  over  the  Serra  de  Marao 
by  the  village  of  Compeao,  leaving  Cameiro  to  the  left,  leads 
through  the  village  of  Teixeira  to  Pezo  da  Regoa,  the  great 
mart  for  the  Upper  Douro  wines.  This  position  immediately 
fronts  the  town.  The  bridge  over  the  Tamega,  fortified 
bristl  ng  with  guns,  funned  the  ceotre  of  the  Marquess 
ja*s  position,  who  had  under  his  command  about  seven 
sand  constitutionalists.  His  left  occupied  the  extenaive  bail 
ings  of  the  Dominican  convent,  with  one  Hi*^  uq  a  line  m\ 
the  river ;  but  its  principle  facade,  (in  ^  of  Homao  p 

chitecture,)  running  north  and  sout 
space  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tan- 
the  previous  evening  on  om 
suburbs.    The  olive  grounds 
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'ai)d  the  robberies  and  murders  commUtecl  by  Silvcira  on  his 
fi[^r(>ach  arc  still  fre»h  in  the  public  rccotlrction,  a  small  gar- 
rison is  left  here  to  limit  any  future  incursions  of  the  absalutiats 
to  ihe  led  bank  of  the  Tamega. 

Amarante  is  included  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Guimaracns. 
lU  [lUjMilation  can  scarcely  aniouut  tn  two  ihuiisiuid  suuU. 
Our  cstabgcm,  kept  by  a  Frenchman,  had  neither  bed  nor 
board  tu  offer  us.  Ilis  wine  was  as  sour  as  vinegar ;  the  Broa, 
tt  yellow  composition  of  tnaizc-flowcr,  resembling  8avv-dust  and 
yoke  of  egg,  had  we  been  able  even  to  maiitieate  tt,  would 
have  proved  a  burden  too  ponderous  for  our  digestion ;  and  as 
for  sleep,  we  had  that  small  [xirtion  uhicli  could  be  procured 
during  a  state  of  nocturnol  pcnEinco  on  the  aupper-tabic  and 
two  narrow  forms  pot  side  by  side  together-  We  were  too 
late  in  the  season  to  be  able  to  obtain  any  peaches,  for  which 
the  town  and  immediate  neij^libourhood  are  celebrated;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  now  waning  contents  of  our  friendly 
condossa,  we  should  in  all  probability  have  starved  at  Ama- 
rantc>  which,  "  in  a  phyt^ica!  and  moral  point  of  view,  so  well 
cleeervos  iu  charminf;^  name/* 

A  piece  of  paper  twisted  and  put  into  a  common  saucer 
filled  with  oil,  was  the  only  sort  of  lamp  which  the  estalagcm 
affordtJ,  and  this  [loor  substitute  scarcely  aHorded  sufficient 
light  to  distinguish  the  succession  of  ra^^d  children  who  con^ 
tiiHially  hrokp.  uninvil^  into  our  apartment,  to  t;tke-  away 
burning  embers  from  the  hre,  for  it  vriB  coUl,  to  their  own 
hearths.  This  inn  wa-s  much  on  a  par  with  the  worst  of  the 
Spanish  posadas,  in  which  the  traveller  has  to  satisfy  himself 
with  an  empty  apartment,  void  in  all  other  re&pecU  than  in« 
Bcets  and  lUth,  and  where  he  can  get  nothing  but  what  he  may 
have  brought  with  him.  The  same  dull  tnuit|UL]lity  seemtt  to 
prevail  in  the  streets  of  Amarante  which  wc  had  obscn'ed  at 
-Braga.  Neither  of  these  towns  are  |xjpuloitN^  and  the  manu* 
fcctODcs,  such. as  they  were,  have  declined  in  botU  places- 
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The  Kiiperstilioii^  iiiliabitniits  of  tlic  nortliuni  provinces  of  Por- 
tu^l  wuar  n  charm  round  the  neck,  made  of  cliony  or  some 
dark-irulourcci  wood,  called  "figcae,"  to  avert  the  uttackK  of 
evil  gpirib.  In  Roman  Catholic  countries  the  ceremonies  cf 
the  church  arc  made  to  contribute  to  the  amusement  of  ih© 
people.  A  procciftion  has  jtist  pas&cd  through  the  streets,  with 
t  priest  in  rich  robes  under  a  canopy,  "carrying  the  holy  sa- 
cmment  alKHit  to  bo  gazed  upon/'  attended  by  a  train  of 
n>onk&,  canons,  and  choristers,  which  would  have  been  im^ 
poRing  4?Mough^  bad  not  a  limping  drummer^  who  was  intoxi- 
cated, and  a  sort  of  buflfoon  playing  a  thousand  antics*,  pre- 
cp*led  flw-  parly,  and  ilestruyed  the  illusion. 

We  had  originally  intended  to  have  gone  hence  by  the 
village  of  Ovelha  across  the  Serra  dc  Marao  to  Villa  Real,  a 
Comnrca  lownt,  situated  on  the  Corgx>  in  the  province  of  Tni3 
CM  Monte-s,  M>  called  from  its  being  on  the  other  side  of  that 
lofty  ran^  of  mountains,  the  Mara5,  by  which  it  is  diridcd 
from  the  province  of  the  Entre  Minho  e  Douro,  That  route, 
howtrer,  having  been  represented  to  us  as  both  tedious  and 
uninteresting,  we  resolved  upon  taking*  the  new  road,  which 
pmfcew  lo  the  south-east  u])  a  valley,  whose  sides  are  clothed 
with  pin€-wood«,  immediately  under  the  position  recently  oc- 
cupied by  Silveira-  This  road  has  within  these  last  five  years, 
niuchtolhe  credit  of  the  parties  engaged  tn  the  enlerprisc,  beCn 
ConTcrled  ftom  a  mere  goat*track  into  a  good  broad  open  road 
for  the  carriage  of  goods  and  the  pa&sage  of  mules.  It  is  not 
yet  completed ;  but  when  it  has  reached  iLs  intended  cttent  at 
Btgoo,  the  character  of  this  mountain^pass  will  be  worthy  of 
bring  emnpared  in  some  degree  to  the  rnut&s  over  the  Col  Ae 
Tende,  and  Mont  Cenis.  Masses  of  granite  are  seen  everywhere 
mtrtvliftg  ihem^elves  ^mong  the  pine-trees.  The  view  from 
the  summit  of  ihis  rood  back  npon  the  wooded  vale  in  which 
iVmarantc  stands,  the  winding  course  of  the  Taracga,  and  the 
naked  line  of  8err»  to  the  north-edsf,  is  Angularly  beautiful. 
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Link  took,  un  quiuiiiK  Amaraiite,  the  direct  roulc  of  Uw 
Scrrn  (It!  Marao,  the  »uiiuiiits  uf  wliicli  he  dt-scribcs  as  barren  : 
but  the  vallics  as  beautifully  cultivated  and  cnncbi^d  with 
feliade,  "Here  all  i^  still  grjitite.  Beyond  the  village  of 
Ovelha  wc  ascended  the  lofty  Serra  deMarao  itself,  and  found 
tht;  To:id  vIiltj>>  lint  luit  iucommixiiouH.  The  muutituins  ari^ 
naked  and  destitute  of  trees  or  bushes,  being  only  covered  with 
%[|  arid  meagre  turf,  without  projectuig  rocks,  or  the  brookst 
and  clefts  of  tleres,  but,  on  the  contrary,  more  rounded ;  in 
lihort,  theMj  are  quite  a  difTcreiit  kicid  of  mountains  from  those, 
bcin^  al^o  much  inferior  in  natural  beauties:  the  impedes  of 
stone  of  which  it  is  composed  is  ulsu  diflerent,  Bt^yond  Ovel- 
ha,  slaty  granite  ts  still  seen,  but  is  soon  followed  by  black 
urgillaccoui  slate,  which  Ls  very  coar*;ely  slated  and  miugled 
with  mica.  On  the  summit  it  forms  hare  rocks,  and  loses  its 
slaty  fracture,  so  that  it  might  bt?  taken  for  triip.  We  there 
discovered  in  it  a  remarkable  and  hitherto  unknown  fossil, 
which  wc  called  maranite>  Prom  the  summit  we  saw  a  part 
of  the  adjacent  provinec  of  Tras  os  Montcs,  with  its  coilsi* 
dombly  high,  but  naked  and  arid  chains  of  mountains*  la 
height  the  Scrra  dti  Marao  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Gere^ 
but  probably  exceeds  it.  The  snow  frequently  Ues  on  the 
summit  during  a  month,  and  was  formerly  eollccled  iu  \nti 
and  cellars,  which  arc  still  r^cen,  and  from  which  it  was  car- 
ried down  the  Douro  to  Porto-  This  tradf,  however,  has  for 
some  years  ceased. 

"  We  descended  the  south  side  of  the  mountain^  ud  came 
to  a  large  village  called  Campeao.  on  a  small  mouiitain*p4aifi. 
which  lies  considerably  high.  The  village  with  its  woods  and 
fields  forms  a  charming  island  amid  tbcse  naked  mountains. 
The  soil  is  moist ;  for  at  a  certain  depth  water  springs  in  e^'-^iy 
pait,  the  plain  being  almost  entirely  surroundrH  with  consi- 
derable emineuct^s-  Tl.c  on.aU  nuujA  consist  of  chestnut,  oak, 
and  birch;  trees  which,  I  have  already  said,  are  only  seen  in 
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Porfikgal  on  the  highest  ranges  of  iTioOlttftids.  Miicli  mill^C 
flDcl  rye  are  cultivated  in  llic  fields.  Th^  cold  in  winter  is 
very  severe,  stiow  fulls,  and  even  tlie  summer  nigbls  are  for  a 
long  lime  very  bleak.  From  Campcao  wc  set  off  for  Pczo  da 
Regoft.  At  iirst  we  met  with  fine  cliesliml  iLanging-wocxls 
silong  the  deelivilies  of  the  mountains ;  but  ailerwards,  nbout 
a  league  fmrn  Ciinipean,  at  a  small  town  cdtled  Santa  Marlha, 
began  hills  covered  with  vines,  and  continued  two  leagues 
without  interruption,  aft  far  as  Pei!0." 

After  a  short  ascent  from  Amarantc  by  the  Wine  Company's 
new  road,  we  descended  into  a  very  rich  and  beautiful  valley,  the 
towering  hnc  of  the  Scrra  dc  Marao  running  for  a  considerable 
distance  to  our  left,  ThiK  route  leads  directly  from  Porto  and 
Pcnafiel  by  Lamego  up  to  the  frontier  fortress  of  Ahncida 
bi  the  Beira,  and  we  overtook  several  large  traiuf;  of  mules 
with- merchandise  proceeding  thither.  The  deficiency  of  good 
roads  in  Portugal,  of  canals  and  navigable  rivers,  the  accom- 
modation of  waggons  and  othf^r  mcanfl  of  transport,  render  the 
communications  between  the  provinces  for  the  exchange  of 
their  valuable  productions  difficult  nnd  limited.  To  this 
cause  may  be  attributed  the  wretched  state  of  agriculture  in 
the  Alentejoand  listremadura,  and  the  necessit;' of  importing 
Spanish  corn  into  Lisbon,  Porto,  and  into  the  province  of  Al- 
garva.  The  long  extent  of  coast  possessed  by  Portugal  in 
Boroe  degree  remedies  these  impediments  to  its  internal  com- 
merce, for  the  greater  part  of  the  different  productions  of  the 
provinces  is  transported  from  point  to  point  hy  coasting  vessels. 
Braga,  Guimaraens,  Coimhra,  Abrantea,  Leiria,  Bra^nza, 
Beja,  CovilhaA,  Elvas,  ond  Portalegre,  are  the  principal  trading 
towns  in  the  interior  of  the  provinces;  and  the  lur^^est  fjiirsare 
held  Qt  Viscu,  Evora,  <jole;^an,  Lamego,  and  Pezo  da  Regoa- 
In  the  latter  pln/H>,  early  in  the  springof  every  year,  the  Itoyal 
Company  of  ihe  culture  of  the  viuc  iu  the  Upper  I>ouro,  insti- 
tuted by  the   Marqucsji   Ponibal   1756,   determine  for  hume 
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coiT&UTni>lion  and  ex|x>rurioii  the  classes  of  the  Fcitoria  wine, 
or  Viuhas  di^  h'eitorin,  and  the  Kauio,  or  Viulm»dc  Kamo; 
ftrrangtf  tlit^  \nictift  to  be  paid  tLe  faruier^,  and  Diukc  their  own 
exclusive  purcha»ej4. 

A»  there  are  no  regular  conveyances  established  for  the  car- 
riage of  goods  from  place  to  place  %^Lhin  the  provinces,  an 
agreement  must  be  made,  in  case  of  necessity,  witti  tlie  mule- 
teer or  the  owner  of  the  train  himself,  who  i»  always  ready  with 
any  number  of  mules  to  take  a  lading  of  goodii  to  whatever 
destination  may  be  fixed  upon.  In  additioti  to  the  regular 
post  which  pas>>es  between  Lisbon  and  E'orto,  there  is  an  E&ta- 
fctte  established,  which  consists  of  twelve  mnlcA.  They  are 
de&patche<l  from  either  place  every  Tuesday  night  in  (he  week, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  meet  near  the  town  of  Pombul.  which 
i$  situated  nearly  midway  between  the  two  cities.  The  com- 
munications by  »ea  between  Porlo  and  I>i»bon  are  regularly 
maintained  by  small  coasters,  and  within  theae  last  three 
years  by  the  sleam  vessel,  which,  untler  gix^l  m;inajfement. 
would  prove  a  very  productive  concern,  and  extremely  useful 
to  the  merchants  of  either  place. 

At  the  tcrminnlion  of  the  valley  which  we  were  describing, 
the  road  gmdutilly  became  wui'se  and  wurse,  as  we  ascended 
a  steep  and  tedious  hill  to  the  E^talagem  at  Quintelln  dos  Fa- 
druens  dos  AUa  Teixeira,  repuiod  to  be  thii  best  in  PortugflJ, 
and,  as  we  found,  furnished  with  every  comfort  which  the  most 
(Wtidioua  traveller  could  desire.  la  addition  to  Rne  suites  of 
apartmenta.  a  lar^c  public  dining-room,  and  bcd-chembcra 
vyiuij  in  comforl  and  cleanliness  wiih  ihost  of  suiy  Hngliidi 
hotel,  we  observed  ft  large  hand?^oin(.'  bar  in  the  boui^e, 
after  die  fashion  of  our  iiniw,  from  which  every  article  re^juired 
wa8  delivered  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  We  ^loiild  h«ve 
done  better  in  pushing  on  to  this  Estala^m  froTo  OuimnraenA, 
instead  of  halting  wy  \ong  m  Amarante,  but  we  were  not  suffi- 
ciently early  iu  our  movements. 
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We  were  now  immediately  opposite  the  highest  point  of  the 
MaratOt  whi<;li  is  bare,  dark,  and  bleak,  near  whicli  i*  Mtuated 
a  little  chapel  called  Sao  Vicente  do  Alto  do  Marao.  The 
breeze  Troni  tim  lefty  summit,  even  in  th^  middle  of  tlie  day, 
iiraa  so  chilling,  as  to  compel  ud  to  have  recourse  to  our  cloaks ; 
whereas  in  the  valley  below,  not  two  hours  b*?fort',  we  had 
experienced  an  oppressive  degree  of  hcal»  Ico  is  prcser%-cd  in 
ibe  hollows  of  this  mountain  fur  the  use  uf  the  towns^  and  when 
ihe  summers  arc  not  extremely  warm,  m  sonic  of  ita  higher 
parts  the  gnowg  remain  undissolved.  The  mountain  scenery 
discovered  from  the  windows  of  the  Estalagem,  cind  the  views 
ofth^  rich  vulltos  below,  opening  to  the  souths  give  this  place 
a  peculiar  interest ;  and  we  conid  not  avoid  cxprCMsiu^  our  asto- 
nishment that  Portuguese  families  should  not  more  frequently 
take  up  their  residence  here  during  the  summer  fur  the  benefit 
of  its  bracing  air. 

NumermiH  citU^^i^  of  hardy  peasants  are  seen  scattered 
about  these  wild  regions,  the  appearance  of  whose  mountain 
babitatinnK,  deprived  uf  every  attrat'ttun  but  Ih^t  of  home, 
recal  to  our  recollection  those  beautiful  lines  to  the  Tra- 
veller— 

TltuH  cTtt)-  fipod  liu  niuic  wild*  im|nitt 
ImpriDta  till?  pitiiul  |iB!biut]  tin  liii  htitrt: 
Ami  v\*a  lliosv  liills  lliul  ruutiil  hi^  mujuiuii  tiat, 
KuhikMMi  ihf)  MiR^liis  BcaiLly  fi^iil  »iiji|»lic4: 
Dcnr  in  tliat  n^rcl  in  wtil^h  UU  soul  coiifoTniS, 
And  tl^ur  tliat  tiilt  vrhith  lifu  him  to  tlii'  4torDi»; 
AihI  jm  t  chiMp  vfh*n  Mrai'ia^t  wumU  molnt, 
CliniTS  clow  and  clowr  to  the  mother'*  breoBt, 
^t>  i\iB  loutl  tom^nt  bad  the  whiriwinii^d  roHr 
But  bind  hiiQ  to  liis  ntkiiva  mQunUin»  nior«. 

Our  unfortunate  host  had  recently  sustained  a  very  heavy 

loss  by  the  passage  of  Silveira's  troops,  who  committed  the 

test  excesses   iii  his  hoiiBe,   rapine  and  munler  alnuivit 

ys  marking  in  bloody  characters  thecarcerof  those  ma- 
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rauding  bandits,  while  the  Apostolic  ^nomlissimo  refused  io 
makc-'  arty  n^[]ar.iLion  fcr  the  injuries  tloiii*,  and  c\en  to  pay  for 
Ihc  promions  which,  during  aome  duys.  had  been  famished 
for  hift  uwti  consumption.  Worthy  of  U'ha  v^xme  wiw  such  u 
redoubl&hic  captain  ! 

llt^nrc  wt-  descended  a  steep  and  implefL^nt  road  to  Me* 
zao  Frio,  where  we  ioimd  the  countrj*  people  assembled  at  a 
jlttc  and  a  fair  Our  cioalcR  were  now  gladly  discarded ;  wc 
came  immediately  in  sig:ht  of  the  Douro  and  the  wine  country, 
and  again  felt  the  oppressive  heal  of  a  Portuguese  sun.  Id 
many  places  the  grapes  were  already  ripe  and  sweet.  A  very 
Iwng  league  of  road  running  partly  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
Douro,  on  which  were  numerous  barks  making  their  way 
vgainst  the  current  of  the  river,  with  large  white  sails  filled  by  a 
filvounng  brccxc,  or  drawn  over  the  rapids  by  oxen,  brought  os 
to  Pezoda  Hegoa,  which  is  situated  rn  the  Comarea  of  Villa  Real. 

The  quantity  of  empfy  casks  which  encumbered  the  slrcfts 
gave  token  of  the  approiiehtng  vintage,  as  of  our  having  now 
reached  the  principal  mart  of  the  wine  country.  Wc  had  the 
singular  good  fortune  to  alight  at  a  blacksmith's  shop,  whose 
wife  received  and  t/id  for  travellers  in  a  smsill  room  with  one 
window,  containing  four  bedg»  situated  over  her  husbands 
forge.  Here  we  were  alxint  to  resign  ourselve*  in  heat,  smoke, 
and  fi  ledge -hammers,  when  a  reprie\'c  arrived  in  the  Rhapc  of 
a  friendly  invitation  to  excellent  (jiinrtcfA  from  Senhnr  Laii- 
rew^Q  Henriquez  da  Silvu  Pereira,  M'hich  not  all  the  a-^sertions 
of  our  landlady  that  her  linen  was  remarkably  gtxKl,  clean, 
and  white,  could  induce  u$  to  forego.  Our  parly  at  supper 
consisted  of  the  worthy  old  vicar  of  the  plaer,  whose  chanic* 
terisiie  virtues  were  strongly  impressed  upon  a  most  benignant 
countenanec. 


'  <)uo  fit  ut  omnlfi 

V'trtivA  |inttftl  votuli  rlnvri|rta  tabcltft 
Vita  Mhiit . . .  • 
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an  intelligent  Imliman,  domiciliated  a^  Uitor  in  a  Portuguese 
family;  and  a  nEitivt?  of  the  district,  St-nUor  Gome«p  a  J^ing 
man,  who,  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  llic  learned  laiigMagcs, 
united  a  familiar  acqiiainUnce  witli  the  he>it  works  in  his  own 
tongnc.  the  Spanish.  Italiati,  German,  French,  and  English, 
as  well  as  Hebrew,  imd  could  converse  fluently  in  all  of 
them. 

Pc/o  da  Regoa,  m  the  words  of  Link,  "  \n  a  market  town  or 
concclbo.  celebrated  t^  a  dcp6t  for  port  wine,  and  it^lf  pro- 
ducing some  of  the  best  quality,  and  h  situated  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  a  hill  close  to  the  Douro,  which  here  forcc^t  iUway 
between  steep  hills  consisting  of  tliin  strata  of  ar^llacieous 
filatc  mixed  with  mica.  We  beheld  vinc-covcrcd  hills  as  far 
as  our  eyes  could  rcach^  sometimes  adorned  with  neat  houses. 
The  bed  of  tlic  river  is  stony,  aud  the  stream  in  summer  na\T- 
giUe  only  for  small  boats,  though  in  winter  »hip»  of  conside- 
rable size  can  a^end  it.  Many  proprietors  of  viueyards  and 
dealers  ia  Mine  do  not  reside  in  the  town,  hut  in  the  houses 
dispersed  about  the  country.  It  belongs  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  banks  of  the  Douro  called  "  O  Alto  Douro;"  commencing 
to  the  eantwnrd  at  Villa  Real,  or,  more  properly,  San  ioaS 
de  Pesqueira,  extending  to  the  spot  where  tlie  small  river 
Tcixeira  falls  into  the  Douro,  and  comprehending  a  tract  of 
somewhat  above  four  <i;cogT3pbical  miles  m  lenfrtli,  by  three  in 
breadth.  This  is  the  tractof  land  which  produces  port  wine. 
The  situation  of  Pezo  is  very  favourable  to  the  vine.  The 
steep  hilUftlope  to  the  southward,  and  consist  of  a  blackish 
f-late,  which  by  its  great  heat  contributes  not  a  little  to  ihc 
general  warmth  of  these  parts;  the  valley  is  very  narrow,  the 
lofty  Marao  defends  it  from  the  north  wind,  nor  can  the  sea- 
brcezcJi  reach  it.  In  short,  this  spot  is  very  favourable  to 
waimth  in  summer*  as  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enow- 
covercd  Marao  is  said  to  cause  severe  winters.  The  heat  of 
the  atmosphere   here   15    i^ometunes  »o  violent,  that  the  air 
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miK'it  he  suppo*^cd  to  proceed  from  tLe  mouth  of  an  uveu. 
The  badness  of  the  ^vatcr  reiiders  thi$  place  uupleasaut^  and 
in  the  nelglibourhood,  along  the  banks  of  the  DoiirOr  ar© 
marshes  caused  by  the  inundations  of  the  tiygt  in  winter, 
which  give  rise  to  the  agues  that  prevail  here.  Thus  it  U  no 
wonder  that  the  principal  inhabitants  do  not  reside  in  the 
Uavm,  bnt  in  their  vineyards  around  it.  We  thought  ourateUes 
bappy  in  this  hot  valley,  which  is  adorned  with  a  preal  number 
of  remarkuhle  plants  partly  brought  by  the  Douro  out  of 
Spain,  and  sown  here,  and  partly  indigenous  ItJ  the  vale. 
Whenever  tme  knowledge  shall  beam  upon  this  misrepre- 
flented  people,  then  may  their  lot  be  sweetened  by  an  increatc 
of  liberty!" 

Pezo  is  situated  ju  the  centre  of  the  wine-country,  on  & 
height  which  overlookj^  Regoa  and  the  Douro,  with  the  Fao- 
lory-house  and  company's  warehouBes  upon  its  banks.  This 
ilii^trict  extends  two  leagues  on  either  side  of  the  river  towards 
Povto,  as  far  as  Barcciros,  and  up  the  river  nine  leagues,  as 
far  as  Flgueiras  ;  its  breadth  being  from  three  to  four  leagues. 
The  north-west  aide  of  the  river  gives  the  best  wine»  owing  to 
its  southern  aspect,  and  ta  the  poor  rocky  soil  retaining  its 
moisture.  The  vines  are  generally  cultivated  in  terraces,  and 
the  soil  is  turned  over  twice  in  the  year  by  the  hand-labour 
of  C^Ilegos.  Both  places  are  supplied  with  bread  &om 
Lamego,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Douro,  in  the  province  c^ 
Beira,  whose  population  is  said  to  consist  principally  of  ncdile- 
men,  bakers,  and  priests.  We  observed  numerous  Galician 
women  hurrying  down  the  bill  from  that  place  to  the  Douro, 
to  sell  at  Regoa  their  meal  and  flower  packed  in  pig-akiQS« 
bundles  of  furze-grass,  and  faggots.  During  the  time  that 
Silveira  remained  in  the  occupation  of  Lameg?o,  these  cus-^ 
tomary  communications  were  interrupted,  and  the  ferry-boat* 
were  sunk ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  greatest  misery  pre-^ 
vailed  at   Regoa,  whose   industrious  inhabitants  are   chieHy 
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GaIl€j:o  wiac-portcrs,  who  live  on  yellow  hoavj'  bread  made 
from  t!ic  mui/e  or  Indian  com,  a  cimijHj&itiuri  iiruiioimced  by 
those  that  can  eat  it  to  be  particularly  wholesome;  a  little 
l^reen  wine,  boiled  cUe^tnubi,  bacullmo,  or  rice  scHKOUt^d  witti 
the  oilof  s&rdinbas.  In  f&et,  tlic  place  is  very  fiimdl,  and  can- 
not contaia  more  than  two  thousand  inbabrlaiit«.  Duriji^  tlie 
continuance  of  the  fair,  in  the  month  of  February  or  March, 
the  neiphbouring  quintas  aad  privutv  houses'  are  crowded  witli 
merchants,  as  there  are  no  mns  for  tbcir  reception.  The 
members  of  the  Hij^h  Douro  Company  have  a  building  situated 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  exdiisively  appropriated  for 
their  own  accommodation. 

(iood  hyson  or  gunpowder  tea  costs  here  about  four  cruxadoA 
the  pound,  and  is  considered  dear.  Black  tea  is  not  in  vogue 
in  Portugal,  excepting  in  large  families  and  for  .servanU,  and 
Co«ts  nearly  three  shiUinsti  the  pound.  The  use  of  teaiftbecom- 
ing  morp  common  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  Portugnejie, 

To  the  north-east  of  Pezo,  at  about  tlie  distance  of  a  mile, 
i;*  Keen  the  Chapel  of  St,  Peter,  which  is  cnlircly  surrounded 
by  vineyards ;  and  to  the  west  of  the  height  on  which  Pozo  is 
utuated,  across  a  deep  valley,  in  front  of  Senhor  Lauren^os 
housot  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  running 
from  north  to  south  a  Irn^'th  of  three  miW^altogetluT  occupied 
by  vineyards,  is  the  luil  of  Mourinho,  behind  which  are  seen 
the  frowning  sunnult^t  of  Llie  ddrk  Mitmo.  Thij;  L'levated  line 
has  its  sidc«  wholly  cultivated  in  vineyards  on  terniccs  to  it^ 
very  summit,  and  prettily  adorned  with  niimerous  white- 
looking  farm-houscfi,  which  Jorm  a  beautiful  contrast  with  the 
wnlanl  appearance  of  the  rinEvi.  The  parish  of  Poijires, 
situated  likewise  on  a  height  clothed  with  vineyards,  ia  on  the 
either  side  of  the  littie  river  Corgo^  and  tcj  the  east  of  Peso. 
Towards  the  south,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Douro,  the 
diatrict  ia  not  so  cxcluiively  a  wine  country  as  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Regca ;  and  the  wine  produced  from  ila  vine- 
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yard;::  being  of  an  inferior  quality,  is  not  exported,  but  reserved 
for  home  consumption. 

lu  crossing  the  Douro  from  Rcgoa  to  Lamego,  wc  left  tlie 
Chapel  of  Sao  Doniingos  to  llie  left,  and  winding  up  a  narrow 
iane  for  some  distance,  found  ourselves  at  length  upon  a  new 
und  excellent  road,  which  is  conducted  by  a  gradual  ascent  up 
the  side  of  a  steep  mountain.  At  the  villages,  which  both  bear 
the  name  of  Portella,  and  are  onJy  divided  from  each  other  by  the 
distance  of  a  mile,  the  inhabitants  had  been  recently  blessed 
by  'A  visit  from  the  troops  of  Silveira.  As  a  peasant  told  us, 
the  hero  himself  tore  into  the  place  hke  a  madman,  and  drank 
iu  the  open  streets  at  a  wine-Louse  like  a  muleteer.  His  irre- 
gular troops  committed  great  excesses  at  Lamego,  and  severe 
exactions  were  imposed  upon  the  merchants-  He  entered 
thai  city  on  horseback,  crying  out  himself  Vivas  for  Silveira; 
atid  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  decorate  their  houses  in 
honor  of  his  arrival,  even  with  the  sheets  from  their  beds. 

Another  anecdote  of  this  worthy  may  be  related,  in  order 
to  make  his  real  character  still  more  clear.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lamego  he  came  into  a  bouse  at  noon,  and  de- 
manded dinner  to  be  served  instantly.  Some  unavoidable 
delay  occurred,  which  so  exasperated  the  noble  chieftain,  that 
he  went  up  into  the  kitchen,  flogged  the  whole  of  the  servants 
with  his  horsewhip,  and  dealt  out  an  unmeasured  portion  of 
discipline  to  the  unfortunate  cook,  who  was  not  equally  preci- 
pitate in  his  measures  with  himself. 

The  Marchioness  of  Chaves,  who  accompanied  her  husband 
on  this  occasion,  stole  from  the  house  in  Lamego,  into  which 
she  had  intruded  herself,  a  silver  ewer  and  basin,  and  a  valu- 
able counterpane  of  gold  tissue,  worth  altogether  a  consi- 
derable sum.  She  rode  on  a  mule,  having  a  military  sash 
fastened  round  her  waist,  and  her  hat  tied  down  by  a  crimson 
kerchief,  together  with  the  common  soldiers,  and  styled  her- 
self Commandante  of  the  Cafadores-    An  Amazon  in  appear- 
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ilice,  slic  b  publicly  accused  of  having  encourngctl  lu-r  men 
on  Ihc  line  of  their  march  1o  the  coininission  of  tiic  foukatl 
acls  of  murder,  nipe,  nnrl  pillage,  in  thu  h(jiii$e«  of  th^^i4C  jief- 
8ons  known  to  be  favourable  to  constitutional  principles.  It 
fteenift^  upon  the  whole,  clear  that  the  cnnduct  of  Sllveini  and 
his  banditti,  in  this  last  attempt  to  subvert  the  libcrUcs  of 
their  country,  has  lieen  such  as  to  excite  the  greatest  horror 
and  disgust  against  his  party,  and  to  have  converted  a  very 
lurge  projiortlun  of  his  friends  even  into  determined  opponents 
and  personal  enemies. 

The  Comarca  town  of  Lamego  i&  situated  at  tlie  base  of  the 
Mount  Pcnude,  on  the  bunks  of  the  river  Balsainao,  and  in  a 
country  celebrateil  fur  its  fertility  and  the  excellent  qualities 
of  its  wines.  Its  foundation  is  attributed  lo  the  people  of 
l^conia,  360  years  before  Christ;  and  it  is  said  to  have  been 
rebuilt  by  Trajan,  and  denominated  Urbs  Lamaccnorum, 
The  cathedral,  which  we  visited,  wa»  built  by  the  command 
of  Count  Henry  ;  and  besides  this,  there  is  another  interesting 
building  which  was  formerly  a  mosque,  but  now  converted 
into  a  place  for  Ciiristian  worship.  The  episcopal  palace  is  a 
lar^  but  gloomy  stmctnre.  In  the  old  church,  situated  to 
the  right  of  the  road  upon  entering  Lamego,  the  celebrated 
convocation  of  the  Cortes  was  held  in  1 144,  in  which  the  mili- 
tary election  of  Alphonso  1,  was  confirmed  by  the  prelate*, 
aobles,  and  commoners  of  the  realm,  assembled  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  determining  the  basis  of  a  constitutional  government 
and  a  limited  monarchy. 

"  It  is  asserted,"  says  Link^  "  that  the  Lacobriga  of  Strabo 
was  situated  near  Lamego.  The  land  lies  very  highland  near 
the  town  is  barren ;  but  considerable  eminences  suTruimd  it. 
This  add»  to  the  charms  of  the  declivity  towards  the  Douro, 
which  is  one  of  the  fmest  wine*mountains,  and  produces  excel- 
lent wiac.  In  some  parts  the  road  in  excellent,  and  planted 
wilh  trees-     The  stale  of  the  Duuro  ceases  on  the  heights 
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round  the  towu  ;  ufter  thb  all  is  granite,  which  is  not  witlwut 
niclnllic  >eins  and  on  the  eminences  near  the  town  brings 
with  it  plumbago." 

The  ruins  of  the  old  Moorish  cEistle  overhanging  the  lowD> 
and  a  fine  reservoir  of  water  for  ihc  garrison,  are  eiill  showa  to 
the  inquisitive  traveller.  Lamcgo  \s  hoi^'ever,  upon  the  whole,  a 
&ad  nasty^  dulU  and  wretched  place ;  although  some  few  of  the 
atreeU  itrc  tolerable,  the  generality  of  them  are  narrow^  dark» 
and  filthy.  Here  as  at  Kegf^a,  as  the  ioldiers  have  nothing  to 
tlo,  small  p'rirties  uf  ihem  [rni'ade  the  ^Ireetsi  in  the  day*Uine 
for  the  amusement,  it  would  seem,  of  the  ehop- keepers.  The 
royal  arms  in  the  several  offices  and  churches  are  at  this  time 
covered  with  black  cloth  tliroughout  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, in  conse<]uence  of  the  death  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal 
and  Empretis  of  Brazil. 

In  cTOBsing  the  Cima  Avuenn  on  our  return  from  La* 
iDCgo  to  the  Douro,  wc  could  easily  discern,  at  ten  niilct* 
distance  bt-yund  Re^;ua,  tht;  c^^mpamlively  modern  towu  of 
Villa  BcuU  situated  to  the  cast  of  the  Marao.  and  sur- 
rounded by  mountains.  The  Koil  of  its  neighbourhood  U 
I>artLCu!arly  favourable  to  the  growth  of  vines  and  olive 
tree*.  Public  lraiK|uJliily  had  not  been  restored  in  ihe  Traa 
OS  Monies  ut  tl\e  period  of  our  visit  to  the  province,  in  which 
from  tlieir  po!i»e>^!%ion!£  the  family  of  the  Marquess  of  Chaves 
have  great  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  peaeantrj' ;  and  ¥re 
abandoned  therefore  our  orijfinal  intention  of  penetrating  far- 
ther in  that  direction.  Owing  to  the  recent  disturbances,  the 
landholders  do  out  at  present  receive  more  than  one  third  of 
their  animal  rents. 

The  ffeueral  character  of  the  soil  of  this  district  is  rcprc- 
aented  as  rocky  and  without  moisture!,  hut  Ihe  numerous  val- 
leys which  are  intersected  by  rivers,  or  traversed  by  mountain- 
streams,  arc  verj'  productive  in  wine,  oil,  silk,  com,  fruits,  and 
other  come&tiblc*i.     In  fact,  the  larger  proportion  of  the  wine 
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exported  from  t'orto  i»  grown  upon  the  right  bank  of  the 
Douro  wUbin  the  limits  of  Tnu  oa  Montes;  its  oil  b  conaU 
dcrccl  superior  to  that  produced  iti  the  Minho  province ;  and 
M  silk  is  wholly  consumed  in  the  home  itiarmfactoricg,  i^uch 
as  tbey  are.  Its  horse-i,  too,  were  once  esteemed  equal  in  bcnuty 
and  strength  to  the  breeds  of  Andalui^ia^  and  even  now  arc 
coDfiidcrcd  the  best  iji  the  country.  The  bmvei'y  of  \in  iiih<i- 
bitauts  has  often  foiled  the  hostile  incursions  of  the  finest 
troops  which  Spain  could  send  mlo  the  field.  Indeed,  in  n 
military  point  of  view,  this  province  would  bo  of  no  importance 
on  war  breaking  out  between  Portugal  and  Spain;  for  it 
would  be  impossible,  froui  the  nature  of  the  country,  that  the 
invader  could  maiutaiii  hiinseU^  witbiu  it-  He  would  find 
the  pcusanlry  of  the  valleys,  under  any  apprehension  of  defeat, 
removed  with  their  cattle  into  the  Minho;  and  his  momentary 
conquest,  if  retained,  would  be  attended  with  no  other  result 
iJian  the  deiilinctiun  of  his  army  by  misery  and  want. 

The  principal  towns  of  Tras  us  Montea  are  Braganza,  Mi- 
mnda,  Torre  de  Moncorvo,  Chaves  and  Montalegre,  atiil  Vill;i 
Real. 

Braganza,  ^tiiated  upon  the  little  river  FervenfB,  only 
a  lea^riic  and  a  half  distant  from  the  Gulician  frontier,  is  the 
capital  of  the  province,  and  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by 
Augustus  in  honour  of  Julius  Caesar,  under  the  appellation  of 
Julio  Brij^.  The  dokedom  uf  Braganxa  was  conferred  by 
John  I.  in  144:2,  n)K>n  his  natural  son  Alphon&o,  wbo»c  dc- 
ftC>endants  were  declared  the  legitimate  succeTssors  to  the  thr<.^ne 
of  Portugal  upon  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  King  Henry. 
Accordingly,  John  IV.,  founder  of  the  Braganza  dynasty^  was 
elected  to  the  Portuguese  sovereignty  in  Ui40,  by  right  of  his 
grandmother,  the  infanta  Catherine,  daughter  of  the  Infant 
Dom  Edward^  and  from  him  the  present  reigning  family  of 
Portugal  is  descended.  The  town  of  Chaves,  celebrated  for 
ita  warm  baths  in  the  time  of  the  tlomans^  and  said  to  have 
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been  rouruled  by  the  Emperor  Vespasian,  i%  tncluded  within 
llic  jurindiclioa  of  Braganza.  It  is  situated  on  an  elevated 
plain  above  the  Tameg^a,  over  which  Uiere  i^till  remaiiis  the 
bndj;c  of  eighteen  arches  erected  by  the  order  f»f  Trajan, 
MoTitsilL'yru  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Cavado,  in  a  very 
lofty  situation,  and  is  consequently  much  exposed  to  seventy 
of  weatlier  during  tlie  continuance  of  winter.  Miranda  is  a 
Comarca  town,  upon  the  right  bank  of  thu  Douro«  near  its 
junction  witli  tlie  Fresno^  and  ih  the  residence  of  the  Bishop  cif 
Braganza.  The  persecution  and  final  expulsion  of  the  Jews 
had  the  eiFect  of  destroying  the  industry  luid  prosj>erilj  ot 
these  two  towns,  neither  of  which  have  they  subsequently 
recovereH,  Outeiro.  situated  on  a  mounlain,  might  be  made 
the  strongest  place  in  the  province,  for  it  is  the  only  fort  not 
conunaiided  b^  contiguous  heights.  Vimioso  is  a  town  of 
some  LmiK>rtanec,  being  situated  within  a  short  diatonce  of  the 
three  last-mentioned  places.  Moncorvo  stands  in  tlie  midst 
of  a  very  mountainouf^  region*  and  at  a  little  distance  torn  the 
Sabor  aud  the  Douro.  Notwithstanding  its  proximity  to  the 
Spanish  province  of  Salamanca,  it  is  not  a  place  of  great 
iniportanee. 

The  province  of  Tras  os  Montes  is  the  only  one  of  the  king- 
dom separated  entirety  from  the  ocean.  The  principal  chains 
of  mountains  in  Portugal  arc  only  the  continuation  of  those 
which  traverse  the  Spanish  peninEuIa,  The  Mtnho  and  the 
Tras  05  Montes,  which  are  at  a  conaidercible  elevation  abov'c 
the  level  of  the  sea,  are  crossed  in  diflerent  directions  by 
branches  from  the  line  of  mountains  in  Calicia,  The  most 
elevated  of  ihe&e  ranges  are  the  Serra  de  Montezioho,  to  the 
&orth  of  Braganza,  which  is  an  extension  of  the  Serra  dc 
Senabria  in  Galicia;  and  the  Serra  de  Suazo,  to  the  north  of 
Lima,  whose  highest  point,  the  Gaviarra,  is  the  only  pcrpcn- 
dieuhr  height  on  the  frontiers  which  preserves  it^  snow  dur- 
ing ilie  wholeofthe  year.     The  Marao,  between  the  lUoTuA 
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md  the  Tamcga ;  the  Scrra  dc  Ucrcs.  on  the  confines  of  the 
Minho  and  tlie  Traa  os  Monies;  and  Uic  Serra  dc  No^ucira, 
which  separates  the  lofty  plain  of  Braganza  from  the  other 
part«  of  Portugal;  rank  successively  in  elevation  after  the 
former  Scrras,  "The  most  elevated  ofthese  mmmtaiii  langejt 
are  composed  of  p^ranitc^  as  for  instance  in  the  Minho,  and  the 
northern  ]>art  of  (he  Tras  os  Moiites,  where  mountains  like- 
wise are  found,  and  indeed  exclusively,  consisting  of  pure 
micaceous  scWfit," 

"  The  culture  of  the  vine,'*  as  Link  again  obsonxs,  '*  is  one 
of  the  most  impurlaitt  means  of  support  to  the  people  of  Por- 
tugal; for  not  only  the  wine  from  the  banks  of  the  Upper 
Uouro,  thai  of  Carcavelhos  near  Lisbon,  and  that  of  Si,  Uhen, 
ux!  exported  to  foreign  countries;  but  the  other  wines  pro- 
duced arc-  eithi;r  cotieumed  iji  tlic  country,  or  shipped  to  tlie 
colonies.  The  Spanish  wines  have  naturally  a  pfreat  deal  of 
fire ;  a  quality  which  i^  only  communicated  Ui  Ihiil  n(  Portugal 
by  brandy-  Portugal  might  uudoubtcdly  produce  as  g(x>d 
wine  ax  Spain^  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  un  the  whole, 
agriculture  and  industry  ore  in  a  higher  state  of  advancement 
in  Spain.  Some  expedient  was  necessary  lo  improve  thi* 
wine  trade  of  Portugal,  or  at  least  partly  to  wrest  it  from  tlic 
bands  of  foreigners." 

It  was  with  this  view  that  the  Marquess  of  Pombal.  in  tlie 
year  1756,  under  the  sanction  of  hist  sovereign  Joseph  1.,  insti- 
tuted the  Junta  called  the  Koyal  Company  of  the  Culture  of 
the  Vine  in  the  Upper  Douro,  Real  Companhia  da  Cutura 
das  Vinhas  do  Alto  Douro,  in  which  the  de'ipotic  disposition 
of  its  founder  is  fully  shown.  Its  uanie  reveals  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  established.  The  company  consists  of  a 
provedor  or  president,  twelve  deputies^  six  counsellors,  a 
secretary,  and  a  tribunal  nominated  out  of  their  own  body, 
with  inferior  officers,  and  dependent  solely  on  the  sovereign. 
The  members  are  elected  triennially,  the  qualification  for 


bccomini^  a  deputy  being  the  poKsession  of  ten  shares  in  Uic 
fiiDdft  of  the  inntiUition.  Rach  nhnre  is  of  the  value  of  400,000 
rcis.  about  eighty  pounds  in  our  money.  The  nomination  of 
the  memhers  jj^  maJe  by  the  king,  »iiil  fur  Uieir  salary  they 
receive  so  much  |>er  cent  commiseion  upon  the  company's 
transac: Lions.  To  be  appointed  a  Oeputado  U  the  gtesil  object 
of  interest  with  those  who  arc  the  largest  owners  of  shares ; 
fbr  besides  the  annual  amount  of  their  cotnmiadion,  they 
can  take  advantage  of  their  office  to  increase  their  own 
private  business.  The  old  regulations  for  the  appumtnieiU 
of  members  arc  now  no  longer  attended  to  i  and  it  sel- 
dom bappuiiM  tlixt  Ihv  de]>ntit-i<  cliaM*n  into  the  uotnpany 
arc,  ^  it  wouid  appcinr  natural  thatt  they  should  be,  prtvnie 
itiercli;^nt9,  or  at  leant  persons  accjiininteil  with  the  modes  and 
rules  of  mercantile  proceedings.  The  protits  and  lo5ses  of  the 
eoni|>any  upon  the  traiMsction-s  of  the  year  are  aeeoiiuted  for 
to  each  individual  deputy  in  exact  proportion  to  Uic  numbef 
of  his  shares  in  the  stock. 

The  wine  company  was  never  supposed  to  be  a  losing  coo- 
cern,  owin^  to  the  number  of  privileges  conferred  upon  it  by 
the  crown.  These  exclusive  advant,ages,  which  give  the  com- 
pany ihe  [jower  of  a  despotic  monopoly,  are  as  follows  :— They 
arc  the  sole  mamilacturers  and  venders  of  brajidy,  (originally 
a  \ery  important  and  profitable  pHvilefic^,)  upon  which  conse- 
quently they  can  take  whatever  rate  of  proht  they  choose,  and 
whieh'is  t^id  to  be  very  hij^h.  The  practical  effect  of  this  mono- 
poly and  high  price  is,  ^a  we  are  iulormed,  injurious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  company,  for  the  present  consumption  is  almost  en- 
tirely in  thecontraband  article,  and  consequently  the  greater  part 
of  the  company's  stock  must  remain  on  haiid,  Bitiee  tlic  demand 
for  it  is  diminished.  Before  the  consliliition  w^s  pnirlaiiued, 
the  company  possessed  the  privilege  of  exclusively  furnishing 
the  taverns  of  their  district  with  wine;  but  tbv*  profit;d>lfr  mo- 
nopoly they  have  lost  b;  a  decree  of  the  Cortes^  aod  the  &tr 
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trader  has  been  let  in  with  a  better  article  at  a  more  moderate 
price-  They  are  the  sole  inspectors,  aUo,  of  the  culture  of  the 
vine  in  the  Upper  Douro  country.  Indeed,  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  original  institution  ^-as  to  bring  about  improve* 
ments  in  the  culture  of  the  vine  in  the  Doiu-o  district ;  to  re- 
store the  lost  reputation  of  the  best  ^viQc^  colled  Fciloria,  or 
Factcrywinc;  which  end,  if  accomplished,  would  have  bene- 
fited equally  the  wine-grower,  the  merchant,  and  the  govem- 
ment,  from  the  preference  which  the  Portugue^  wines  would 
have  obtained  in  that  case  over  the  wines  of  other  coun-- 
triea  ;  to  augment  the  quantity,  too,  no  less  than  to  perfect  the 
quality  of  it«  wines ;  as  well  as  to  support  the  Douro  farmers 
by  loans  of  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  (no  longer  conti- 
nued) again^  the  competition  of  those  who,  to  the  great  dis- 
credit and  injury  of  the  tra<k%  brought  weak  wines  into  the 
market  at  a  very  low  price,  whose  colour  and  flavour  de- 
pended upon  the  intermixttire  of  drugs,  su<far,  and  elder- 
berries. These  abu»e3  arc  ^aid  to  be  practised  to  a  certain 
■extent  at  the  present  day,  nor  are  they  likely  to  be  eradicated 
PPb»  long  OS  the  company  shall  be  coni^tituted  an  it  in.  *'  The 
merchant,"  it  is  admitted,  "often  sees  his  own  good  laith 
confounded  with  the  competition  of  the  cunning  and  counter- 
feit speculator-"  At  its  first  establishment^  orders  were  ^iren 
by  the  Company  to  cat  down  every  elder-tree  within  a  circuit 
of  five  leagues  in  the  tapper  Douro,  to  prevent  the  wine  being 
coloured  with  their  berries ;  but  in  latter  days  this  custom  has 
revived  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  quinta 
now  at  Pexo  da  Hegoa;  in  which  a  great  number  of  elder- 
trees  are  not  cultivated  for  the  express  purpose,  as  is  asserted, 
of  giving  an  additional  beauty  of  colour  to  the  wines  destined 
for  the  English  market*  Some  pc^uon^  have  inferred  that  the 
Company  is  worse  than  useles;.  and  they  arc  charged  with 
adulterating  the  wines  themselves,  and  "exporting  as  much 
Factory  wine  as  they  receive,  though  it  loses  a  ninth  part  of 
Peru  X 
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its  quantity  ia  the  warchou^efi  where  It  is  kept/'  it  ia  an-in* 
di&puublc  truth,  that  the  farroerft  injure  the  quality  of  th^r 
wincA  by  bad  managetnent  at  the  present  tiiDC,  just  a»  tnucJi 
ad  they  were  used  to  do  before  the  institutioD  of  the  Company. 

Besides  the  privileges  already  euumeratcd,  the  "  Real  Coni' 
panhia"  regulate,  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
vintages,  the  proportions  to  be  shipped  to  l^ngland  and  toother 
countries; — about  five  thousand  pipes  are  annually  exported 
to  Uamburgb,  and  tbeuec  may  be  re-shipped  for  the  Bnglisb 
market  to  London; — they  set  apart  winea  of  the  worst  quality 
from  which  their  brandies  are  to  be  made,  as  likewise  such  cu^ 
are  to  be  appropriated  Jor  sale  to  the  keepers  of  thof>e  tavem« 
still  under  their  controul ;  and  they  &x  the  precise  price  which 
the  farmer  is  to  receive  for  his  wine;  but  this  oppressive 
enactment  is  occa•^ionally  avoided  by  a  private  understanding 
between  the  farmer  and  the  merchant.  For  instance,  if  the 
price  iixed  by  the  inspectors  amount  to  40,000  reih  ]>er  pii>e, 
the  contract  between  the  grower  and  tlie  purchaser  will 
appear  in  writing  as  for  that  extent  of  cost  only,  nm\  wliat* 
ever  is  agreed  upon  beyond  that  sum,  as  the  private  price  of 
the  pipe,  is  paid  down  in  metal  by  the  merchant  without  any 
fiirther  security. 

TheHc  conditional  bargains,  however,  are  frequently  frus- 
tratcd  by  the  interposition  of  the  Company,  who  enjoy  the  pri- 
vilege of  obtaining  any  wioe^  tliey  please  at  the  price  named 
by  themselves  for  the  year;  and  no  contracts  arc  valid,  bat 
those  mttde  at  Regcja  during  the  three  days  fixed  fur  ihe  wine 
fair  in  the  spring.  It  often  hap|}enj  that  a  merchant  makes 
hi)i  selection  of  some  particular  wines,  and  offers  prices  for 
them  cKtrcmdy  favourable  to  the  farmers,  but  to  no  purpose; 
for  the  Deputados  of  the  Company  intervene,  and  give  their 
Escnto  (certificate)  to  thcsc^  wines  at  the  regulated  price, 
and  take  possession  of  them  themselves,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the   farmer,  who   is   often  driven   almost   to  despair   by 
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siicb  ftcts  of  inJQBtice,  and  Hkevnse  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment oi  tlic  merchant,  who  m  that  Cftse  h^  to  took  to  other 
quartere  for  wineii  calculated  to  Auit  the  taster  of  his  corres- 
pofidentfl.  Thus  the  aittiatji^n  of  the  wine-grower  in  Portugal 
would  appear  as  bad  as  that  of  the  oppressed  Fellah  ''  iu  the 
iron  furnace  of  Egypt.*' 

A  proof  of  the  low  degree  of  estimation  in  which  thifi  tyranni- 
cal Company  is  held  by  respectable  and  enltghtenccimcrthiints, 
ha«  been  reeently  ^ven  in  the  repeated  refusal  of  a  distin* 
guUhed  gentlemati,  who  stands  dettervedly  liigh  in  the  mercan- 
tile world  as  a  person  of  probity  and  talent,  to  act  an  Provedor 
(President,)  though  urged  to  compHaiice  by  representation* 
from  a  high  quarter,  and  oiiered  ^tuitoudy  the  number  of 
shares  in  the  ^tock  which  would  qualify  him  for  undertakiug 
the  office. 

*'Il  may  be  asked/'  says  Mr.  Fleetwood  Williams^  "to 
what  cause  mu^t  (he  extraordiDary  rise  in  the  price  of  wines 
ill  Puito  he  attributed?  The  monoixjiy  and  miMchievous  in- 
lerference  of  the  Royal  Company  i^  the  real  ond  true  cau^. 
Not  content  with  the  middle  station  in  which  tliey  were  des- 
tincd  to  move,  namely,  aa  judges  between  the  farmer  and 
merchant,  they  departed  froin  tlieir  original  prtifessions,  and 
hare  become  by  degrees  the  greatest  exporters  of  wme  to 
Enghuid,  ussuniing  to  Hiemselves  powers,  and  exerci^iing  them 
on  every  occasion,  injurious  to  the  growers  and  individual  ex- 
|iorler«  of  wme  ;— the  Company  fix  the  quantity  of  wine  that 
shall  be  qual  ihed  or  permitted  for  export  to  England  each  year* 
and  they  £«eniU>  take  especial  care  that  the  quaiitilyRoqiialiftcd 
shall  not  exceed  the  demand.  They  also  fix  the  price,  class 
the  wines,  aiid  exclude  any  they  choose,  which  introduces  a 
system  of  bribery  and  fraud,  and  prevents  any  cHectual  oppo- 
atlion  to  the  measures  which  they  thus  arhitrarily  adopt,  how- 
ever oppressive  either  to  merchants  or  winc-grt*wcr.  The 
energies  of  the  luttcr  are  paralysed ;  first,  because,  however 
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the  produce  of  his  viueyards  might  be  increased  by  his  own 
industry,  it  depends  entirely  on  the  Company  what  proporUon 
of  wines  willf  in  the  first  instance,  be  qualified  for  export  to 
Knsfland,  and  secondly,  what  price  they  will  choose  to  give  htoi. 
He  has  no  open  market ;  he  cannot  sell,  in  the  first  instaiice, 
to  wliom  he  pleases,  nor  can  he  fix  his  own  price  upon  his  own 
commodity;  and  iteontinually  happens  that  the  Company  take 
his  wines  at  one  third  less  than  their  real  value." 

It  is  proper  to  obsen'e  here,  that  the  arg^menU  of  Wil- 
liams and  Warre  are  combated  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "the 
Wine  Question  considered/*  written  by  a  Portuguese,  1824, 
who  states,  "  that  all  the  acts  which  Williams  attributes,  in 
respect  of  the  elassification  of  the  wines,  to  the  Company,  are 
th<r  exeluMve  work  of  government ;  and  he  argues  that,  when 
a  Corporation  acts  by  virtue  of  a  law,  the  bene&t  or  injury  pro- 
ceeding therefrom  is  attributable  to  the  law,  and  not  to  the 
corporulion  ;  and  that  if  the  measure  of  the  government  is  cr- 
runeous,  the  nation  itself  alone,  and  no  one  else,  can  demaod 
of  them  an  account/" 

"The  way  in  which  wines  are  classe<l,"  eoiilinues  Williams, 
"  shows  at  once  the  injustice  of  this  system.  Suppose  a  farmer 
hus  one  hundred  pipes  of  wine,  he  is  not  at  all  aware  what 
quantity  of  it  will  be  qualified  or  established,  "fciloried,"  that 
is^  what  proportion  will  be  allowed  to  be  exported  to  England, 
until  the  night  preceding  the  wine  fair,  or  Tenipoda  Fcini> 
That  night  a  list  is  delivered  to  him.  with  a  cliissifK^atioii  of 
his  i\inc9  into  first,  second,  and  third  qualities.  Whatever 
p;u't  is  not  qualified  for  export  to  England,  is  taken  at  a  still 
very  reduced  price,  generally  by  tlic  Company,  for  home  use, 
or  expoit  to  any  country  except  Enf^land.  It  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  wines  so  disqualitied  are  of  mfcrior  quality, 
the  object  being  to  prevent  too  abundant  a  supply  being  sent 
to  the  English  market."  The  separated,  or  refutodo  wines  arc. 
indeed,  olten  fully  equal  to  the  best  Factory  wines,  and  are 
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flolfl  as  Aucli  Jtubncqucntly  to  their  rejection,  by  the  Com> 
puay. 

"  The  lime  of  the  fair."  states  the  Portuguese  writer  above 
alluded  to,  "  is  designated  by  law,  and  made  knowa  by  a  pro- 
clamation, alita/^  uniformly  with  the  anticipation  of  sunic 
days,  and  never  with  the  notice  only  of  the  precediuf^  evening- 
The  delivery  of  the  certificate.  bUktlv,  containing  the  cIajwI- 
fication  of  the  grower's  wines,  is  also  made  previous  to  the 
night  immediately  preceding  the  fair." 

The  evident  result,  however,  of  these  numerouti  anti-com- 
mercial regulations  and  restrictions,  imposed  upon  the  wine 
trade  by  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Company,  is  to  enhance 
the  price  of  wine  in  PortngaL  to  confine  iht;  transaction*!  of 
the  Porto  merchcint^,  and  to  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  cun- 
sumera.  The  Company  is^  therefore,  as  it  pitJceeds  at  present, 
a  counteracting  and  a  mischievous  power,  and  certdnly  ought, 
not  perhaps  to  be  altogether  abolished,  for  it  ha.**  produced 
som©  good,  but  at  least  to  undergo  very  considerable  modifi- 
cations.  The  wine^farmers  are  nearly  ruined  by  it**  vexatiimn 
monopoly,  and  urgent  representations  have  been  lately  made 
to  the  Cortes  in  behalf  of  tlieir  numeroim  and  wclUfoundt-uI 
complaints. 

The  price  paid  in  1820  for  a  pipe  of  Port  of  higher  quality 
WBfl  60/,,  and  in  1821.  40/, ;  whereas  were  dear  prices  Icrfl  to 
correct  themselves  by  creating  extraordinary  exertions  lo  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  produce  from  the  vineyards,  the  ship- 
pbg  price  of  Port  wines  might  vibrate  between  24/.  and  2ft/- 
thc  pipe,  according  as  the  vintages  might  be  good  or  bad, 
abundajit  or  otherwist?.  An  ubiindaul  vintage,  it  is  rcmarki^d, 
proves  generally  a  good  one  in  quality- 

We  should  observe  that  it  has  been  msicle  a  qucutioin 
whether  a  rcdnction  of  duties  on  Port  wines  in  England 
would  hare  the  effect  of  causing  a  reduction  in  the  ainouiit  of 
their  fiT»t  coat  in  Portugal;  and  Mr.  Williams  argues  that  a 
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reduction  ofiint^e  in  Portugal  wouUl  be  of  more  importance  to 
tbc  Knglisli  consumer  than  a  reduction  of  duty  in  England. 
"If/*  says  he,  "a  reduction  of  duty  take»  |>lacc  in  En|^land> 
an  increased  demand  will  be  anticipated,  and  the  certain  con- 
sequence  will  be  an  increase  of  price  abroad;  indeed,  a&  if  to 
confirm  my  former  arguments*  the  Royal  Wine  Company  lia**c 
determined  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  Port  wine  allowed  to  be 
exported  to  England  to  10,000  pipes,  thereby,  nodoubt,  hoping 
to  make  John  Bull  pay  as  much  for  10,000  pipes^  as  he  did 
for  Kj.OOO  pipcA,  which  was  the  quantity  qualified  for  export 
to  Enffland  last  year^  (1825,)  that  having  previously  been  re- 
duced from  20,000>  Wei-e  the  duty  taken  off,  it  would  in  all 
probability  pa^s  immediately  over  the  consumer  to  the  forcii^i 
holder  of  wine^  thereby  giving  no  just  cause  for  increased  con* 
fiumption  to  reimburse  the  revenue."  The  Portu^ue^c  stales, 
tliat  in  fixing  the  quantity  of  wine  intended  for  shipment,  the 
government  compares  the  produce  with  the  probable  con&ump* 
tion  and  the  "stnck  on  baud"  in  the  suoie  place  where  tlie 
quantity  proposed  is  to  be  conssumcd. 

Of  the  price,  however,  paid  in  Porlu^aJ,  how  muck,  or  rather 
hovtr  little  is  the  amount  which  goc^  into  the  pocket  of  the 
wine*grower?  In  the  upjier  country  the  carrlaj^  of  a  ]>Jpe  uf 
wine,  drawn  by  four  bullocks  to  the  neighbouring  depot,  often 
costs  the  farmer  two  moidores,  and  he  obtains  for  it,  perhaps 
by  instalments  of  three,  six,  and  nine  months,  from  ten  to 
twelve,  and  sometimes  perhaps  twenty  moidores.  Supposing 
that  a  farmer  possesses  two  vineyards  in  different  communes, 
which  may  be  close  to  each  other,  producing  wines  of  equal 
quality,  lie  is  not  allowed  to  place  their  produce  in  the  some 
vault,  and  still  less  to  mix  them  together.  In  addition  to 
other  diBiculties,  he  has  to  contend  also  with  the  high  prices 
of  all  tJie  necessary  aniclcs  of  life,  which  are,  indeed*  exce»^ive 
m  the  upper  parts  of  the  districts  The  duty  paid  upon  the 
transport  of  a  pipe  of  Port  from  RcgOQ  to  Porto  amounts  to 
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OM  moidora  and  a  half.  The  whole  amount  of  duty  f>aid  on 
a  pipe  of  wine  from  hi8  ovm  door  to  ita  iibipmcot,  is  about 
20,000  reis,  or  four  pounds  British,  which  is  a  very  severe  and 
impolitic  import  on  the  principal  production  of  the  toimtry. 
One  hair  of  this  duty  may  reach  the  erario,  or  exchequer,  but 
the  other  is  eaten  up  by  private  appropriations  to  the  convent* 
and  fidal^s. 

Id  a  publication  by  Mr*  Warre,  it  is  argiied  that  the  increase 
of  duty  in  England  upon  the  importati<Hi  of  Port  wina^  tendn 
to  a  decrc!a.He  nf  her  revenue  from  that  ftource,  and  that  a  di* 
tnjnution  of  impost  would  be  attended  with  precisely  the  op- 
posite effectn  It  is,  however,  extremely  prnbiiblc  that  the  ma* 
nagers  of  the  wine  sale»  on  the  Douro  would  take  advantage 
of  any  great  rEiduclion  of  duty  on  Porto  wines  by  our  govern* 
menu  to  put  on  additional  price  upon  the  article,  in  which 
ca^e  the  British  consumer  would  be  paying  the  Portiigiiefto 
the  tax  which  had  been  remitted  to  him  in  his  own  country. 
Mr.  Warre  furtlier  asserts  "that  the  export  of  wines  is  of 
such  vital  moment  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  forming  the  chief 
article  of  their  export  commerce,  that  were  an  intimation  made 
to  them  that  we  would  retaliate  if  their  prohibitions  were 
continued,  it  would  have  its  effects.  There  are  eighteen  pa- 
rishes in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Douro  district,  produc- 
ing wiues  not  only  uf  t^ual,  but  of  >iupmur  quality,  as  is 
proved  in  a  late  sur^xy  of  the  wine  country,  Exclusively  of 
the«t;,  the  provinces  of  Bikini  and  Tms  os  Montes  abound  Ja 
an  infinite  variety  of  wines,  whose  flavour  and  quality  would 
compete/'  as  is  well  known  to  our  officers,  "  with  those  of  any 
other  country ;  particularly  those  on  the  margins  of  the  river  Tul 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Braganza,  although  all  these  wines 
arc  stnctly  prohibited  from  being  exported  to  Great  Britain/' 
The  increasing  taste  for  French  wines  in  England  may  )>erhapft 
correct  tbia  evil  without  siny  legislative  enactment,  and  other 
countries  may  eventually  be  found  to  supply  us  with  sound  and 
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palatable  wines.  "  1^  not  the  Portuguese,*'  sajw  the  writer 
of  their  own  counlrj',  '*  think  that  Port  wine  k  an  article  of 
necCAsily  in  England,  or  that  in  the.  world  there  Are  no  other 
wines.  Port  wine  in  England  is  purely  an  object  or  luxury, 
and  a»  :4iicli,  subject  to  all  the  contingencies  of  Htmilar  ar- 
ticlee/" 

The  Portuguese  writer  declares  "that  there  is  no  law  in 
existence  which  forbids  the  exportation  of  the  whole  of  the  va- 
rious wines  of  the  Provinces  through  any  other  port^,  such  as 
Avciro,  Viana,  and  Fig:ucira.  The  actual  prohibition  is,  to  ex- 
purl  thti'ui  by  the  way  of  Portn,  in  order  that  they  may  not  corac 
into  the  British  market  and  be  sold  as  Port  wines  duly  inspected, 
when  in  reality  they  have  undergone  no  controu)  whatever/' 

*'Thc  number  of  varieties  of  the  vine  is  as  great  in  Portu- 
gal/'says  Mr,  Link,  "as  in  other  countries,  and  their  names  arc 
of  Portuguese  origin  ;  but  these  names  arc  various  for  the  «ame 
variety  in  different  parts  of  the  counlrj',  while  the  $ame  name 
is  used  in  various  places  fur  different  \^rieties.  At  Pezo  the  best 
red  wine  is  produced  from  a  small  rifd  late  grape,  growing  on 
a  vine,  whose  leaves  arc  deeply  indented  and  very  rough,  A 
great  number  of  varieties  are  often  mingled  together ;  a  method 
which  certainly  posscsecs  some  advantages,  but  also  great 
disadvantages.  The  distance  at  which  the  vines  anr  planted 
b  very  various.  Here,  as  everywhere  else,  hills  and  moun- 
tains cit^  preferred  for  the  culture  of  the  vine,  and  they  are  M) 
^teep,  th^^t  the  earth  is  supported  by  little  walls,  so  as  to  con- 
vert the  siilei^  of  the  hills  into  terraces.  The  vine  i<  cultivated 
also  on  plains,  where,  if  the  soil  is  sttndy,  it  succeeds  very 
welL  Slifldy  vallie,**  and  plain»,  or  stifler  soil,  produce  but 
moderate  wine.  The  vine  is  commonly  short,  growing  up 
poles,  those  in  the  Minho  excepted,  where  they  m-e  planted 
beside  trees,  round  the  branches  of  which  they  twine.  It  is 
extremely  common,  at  the  first  establishment  ofa  vint-yard,  >o 
sow  the  land  Ihe  fiiet  year-mth  corn.    In  the  Xms  m  Mont^ 
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com  is  sown  between  the  vines,  ard  on  tlic  fioulh  bank  of-tV 
Tagufi  ttt  Lisbon,  vegetables  are  prowoi  Ja  the  vineyardii. 

The  culture  of  the  vine  in  the  Upper  Douro  is  perfectly 
simple.  It  ie  pruned  about  Dcecmber,  when  nothing  is  loft 
of  it  but  a  very  small  twig  on  a  thick  stump.  As  soon  as  re- 
gelation  hcis  commenced  in  the  springt  the  earth  is  loosened 
about  the  plant,  or  vacrfh,  and  thU  process  is  frecjuenlly  re- 
peated till  it  puts  forth  blossoms.  In  some  places  it  is  found 
requisite,  with  the  view  to  an  increased  produce^  to  act  upon  the 
richness  of  the  soil,  by  intermingling  plants  which  are  more 
abundant  in  alkali;  but  thin  is  contrary  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Company  \  and  indeed,  although  a  lai^er  quantity*  of  grai)e« 
is  produced  by  the  system,  they  acquire  a  ta&te  peculiar  to 
the  herb,  which  ha^  been  sown  for  the  purpose  of  serving  aa 
manure  to  the  vineyard.  Skill  and  attenlion  are  required  on 
the  part  of  the  cultivator  after  the  plant  has  blossomed,  and 
even  when  the  grapes  are  approaching  a  state  of  ripeness. 
Either  too  mnch  rain,  or  too  riolent  heat,  may  spoil  the  grape 
under  liie  most  flattering  appearances,  A  good  vintage  prin- 
cipally depends  on  due  proportions  of  heat  and  moisture,  par- 
ticularly in  the  spring  at  the  cleansing  of  the  flower,  as  at  an 
after  period,  when  the  grapes  arc  more  advanced.  Cold  fogs 
in  the  spring  often  destroy  a  great  part  of  the  growth;  and 
a^in,  too  much  sun  frequently  dries  up  the  coat  of  the  grape, 
whidi  causes  the  wine  to  be  deficient  in  colour.  Sometime^i 
when  the  grape  does  not  prove  sufficiently  succulent  for  want 
of  rain,  previously  to  the  gathering,  the  farmers  have  recourse 
to  water,  which  they  throw  into  the  tagar^  or  winc-prcss,  for 
the  mass  would  not  ferment  without  it-  The  qualtly  uf  the 
wines  very  much  depends  upon  the  care  taken  to  perfect  the 
prtx!t-ss  of  fermentation.  "The  vintage  b  the  Upper  Douro 
commences  when  the  grapes  begin  to  shriveh  In  these  ports  it 
is  very  difficult  and  exjiensive  to  convey  the  grapes  to  the  pres^, 
tlkc  whole  district  consisting  of  steep  hilts  and  narrow  vatliea. 
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This  [}rocefis  \s  performed  by  trcadmg,  and  a  great  number  of 
men,  assisted  by  Galleg:os.  are  thus  employed  at  vintage- time." 

After  tbe  wine  has  been  pressed  frcan  tlie  grapes,  it  is 
suflercd  lo  stand  in  very  large  butts  until  the  wine  fair, 
which  takes  place  annually,  aceording  lo  the  delerniiitaliuu  uf 
tlic  Company,  either  in  February  or  March.  Immediately 
after  tlie  fair,  the  wine  is  brought  down  (he  Douro  ti>  Villa 
No^'a,  and  is  there  defecated  or  racked  off  into  clean  casks, 
which  tlie  Porto  wine-merchants  call  giving  it  clean  ^irts; 
and  an  almude  of  brandy,  being  in  the  proportion  of  about  one 
to  twcnly-oiie  p^rts  of  must,  is  added  to  each  cask.  An 
additionat  quantity  is  mixed  with  it  from  time  to  time,  until 
about  two  aJmndes  of  brandy  have  been  thrtiwn  into  the 
pipe,  which  is,  witli  few  exceptions,  alL  the  brandy  that  it  takes 
to  England.  But  it  has  been  remarked  tliat  it  is  loo  much 
the  custom  at  Porto  to  cleanse  the  wine  of  \ls  thicker  particles, 
the  efieet  of  which  is  not  simply  to  refine  it,  but  to  weaken,  if 
not  destroy,  those  naturally  inherent  properties  upon  which 
both  the  body  and  the  flavour  of  tbe  wine  would  otherwise 
depend.  It  frequently  happens  that  a  well-flavoured  wine  is 
deflcient  in  colour;  and  to  bring  this  up,  tbe  brighter  wine  of 
an  inferior  vintage  is  mixed  with  it.  It  is  fair  to  presume, 
therefore,  that  the  distinction  of  wine  into  vintages  is  not  so 
purely  true,  and  so  entirely  a  matter  of  iact,  as  £DgUshmen 
generally  suppose  it  lo  be. 

The  Portuguese  writer  espreases  his  "  regret  that  the 
British  merchants  residing  in  Porto  do  not  seem  to  be  aware 
that  in  one  single  pipe,  and  much  more  in  a  single  vat,  diftereut 
qualities  of  wine  are  to  be  found  at  the  top,  in  the  middle, 
and  at  the  bottom*" 

There  are  no  wine  cellars  at  Villa  Nova,  and  so  strong  is 
the  prejudice  against  them  among  the  Portuguese  merchants, 
that  no  inducement  can  persuade  them  to  make  excavations 
for  the  purpose,  though  they  might  be  readily  effected.     Still 
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tile  itntiire  and  SncUnatlona  of  tlie  new  wine  require  to  be 
made  quite  a  matter  of  study;  for  if  left  unattended  to  in  il» 
infancy,  it  is  liable  to  become  sour,  and  when  once  in  lliat  state, 
cannot  be  brought  round  but  with  considerable  trouble  and 
expense.  The  system  of  keeping  ihi-  wines  at  \nila  Nova  in 
warehouses,  in  which,  from  the  nature  aad  construction  of  the 
buildings,  they  are  exposed  tu  all  the  Altemutionti  of  atmosphene 
in  an  uncertain  climate^  the  varying  degrees  of  heat  and  cold 
in  the  same  day  being  often  extraordinary,  tend*  to  increase 
the  difficulties  of  management ;  besides  which,  it  i»  said,  that 
too  {requently  the  wines  are  exported  to  foreign  markets  before 
they  have  attained,  under  the  inHuencc  of  their  own  climate, 
u  sufScient  degree  of  maturity. 
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Smooth  to  iUe  shelving  bank  p  copiuus  (iooil 
RoUs  fair  and  placid;  where  coLloctod  all, 
lu  ons  impetuous  torrent,  dowii  the  steep 
It  thundering  shoots,  and  tJiake»  the  country  round. 
At  fifstr  an  ajiuro  sheet,  it  ruiihefl  brood ; 
Th«ii  vrhiteninn;  by  degrees,  as  prone  it  falls, 
And  Crom  the  loud  i^soiindiDg  rocks  b^low 
Dfifitwd  in  a  clotid  of  foam,  It  stands  uUift 
A  hoary  nii»t,  nod  forms  a  ct^aitelesa  iihrfiirer. 
Nor  can  the  tortured  wave  hpri^  find  rppose  '. 
But,  raging  still  amid  tiie  aba^y  rockji. 
Now  tlaahes  o*cr  the  scattered  fragments,  now 
Aslant  the  holtow  channel  rapid  darts  ; 
And  falliag  fa^t  from  gradual  slope  to  slope. 
With  wild  infracted  course  and  tesseued  roar^ 
It  gains  a  safer  bed,  and  steals  at  Taat 
Along  the  mazes  of  the  quiet  rale. 

Thomson's  Summer. 


Porto,  1827. 
After  experiencing  every  possible  attention  from  our  wor- 
thy host  at  Pezo  da  Regoa,  we  prepared  to  accomplish  a 
long-projected  tour  down  the  Douro,  and  accordingly  engaged 
a  boat  for  the  purpose  at  the  charge  of  five  moidores,  which 
was  less  than  the  sum  usually  demanded.     Our  object  was  to 
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reach  Porta  in  one  day,  and  ak  we  had  to  pass  over  numerous 
shallows,  and  to  contend  with  an  unfavourable  wind,  wc  em- 
li»rkrd  at  the  early  hour  of  fiTur  in  the  morning,  bL-fore  the 
tirst  beams  of  the  suti  had  struck  upon  thesummita  of  the 
vine^clad  hills  between  which  the  river  forces  ilA  windiitg 
course.  When  on  board,  wc  discovered  that  our  liberai  friend, 
not  limiting  his  hospit<ility  to  a  warm  reception  uf  the  travel- 
lers under  his  own  roof,  had  resolved  that  lUey  should  carry 
away  with  them  also  abundnnt  proofs  of  his  kindn^rsA  in  a 
large  condessa.  amply  stored  wiili  fruits,  swcelaicalfi,  wine, 
and  a  variety  of  provisions,  sufficient  for  two  ur  lliree  days' 
consumption. 

An  awning  of  coar»e  sailcloth,  which  would  l»e  useil  as  n 
sail  on  the  return  of  the  boat  up  the  river,  was  spread  over  the 
centre  pftrt,  under  the  protection  of  which  we  were  ac- 
commodated apart  from  the  boatmen  with  a  table  and  »eat9, 
which  admitted  of  our  writing,  reading,  or  sleeping,  just 
as  the  inclination  prompted.  The  sensation  of  gUding  down 
a  rapid  current,  amidst  sublime  and  beautiful  scenery,  with- 
out sulfering  from  oppressive  heat,  as  we  had  hitherto  done, 
proved  a  delightful  change.  The  dust  of  the  roads,  the 
fever-exciting-  motion  of  the  mules,  the  Jolts  of  the  liteira 
over  rocky  descents  from  Serras,  and  all  the  other  many 
inconveniences  of  Tortu^uese  travelling,  were  forgotten  at 
once  in  our  present  enjoyment  of  the  varying  landscape 
without  having  to  undergo  any  personal  exertion.  Our  httlc 
bark  had  a  complement  of  five  men,  one  of  whom^  apparently 
Ihc  patronc,  took  charge  of  the  helm*  The  tiller  is  neccssanly 
tGty  long,  and  the  blade  of  the  rudder,  formed  at  iu  extremity 
into  a  shape  resembling  the  sharp-edged  oar  of  a  sculler,  is 
extended  to  a  considerable  length,  being  nothing  better  how- 
ever than  a  large  log  of  wood  roughly  hewn.  This  enables 
the  steersman  to  guide  his  boat  securely  between  rocks,  that 
ot^en  approach  each  other  so  closely  as  almost  to  block  up  the 
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navigation  of  the  river,  and  to  turn  it  round  id  cld  ini;tant,  a8 
though  it  moved  on  a  pivot,  whenever  the  man,  who  w  sta- 
tioned in  difficult  parts  of  the  channel  at  the  head  of  the  bosit, 
M  water- pioneer,  with  a  long  pole  to  keep  it  HieBi\y  in  itx 
course,  may  give  notice  of  approaching  a  ^nken  rock.  One 
man  takes  an  oar  hy  the  steerer,  and  two  are  employed  in  the 
forepart  with  oars>  which  they  work  standing  up,  and  they 
are  oncasionally  assisted  by  the  fifth  man,  whose  duty  it  is,  as 
just  deFicribcd,  to  aid  in  pv-tng  a  safe  direction  to  the  course  of 
the  vessel ;  and  tliey  are,  from  time  to  time,  relieved  by  the  two 
men  who  have  been  employed  at  the  stem. 

In  onr  progress  down  the  river  we  occasionally  overlook 
liirgc  wine-boats  descending  from  Regoa  to  Porto,  carrying 
from  twenty  to  thirty  pipes  each,  and  having  half  their  cargo 
loosely  loslied  on  either  side,  oa  you  will  perceive  in  the  sub- 
joined sketch,  the  depth  of  the  water  not  being  everywhere 
sufficient  at  thia  aeaaon  to  float  a  bark  heavily  laden  in  the 
usual  way.  Sometimes  we  passed  large  rafts,  composed  of 
pine  logs  bound  firmly  together  by  birchen  twigs»  like  those 
met  with  on  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube,  bearing  a  few  pipes 
of  wine  and  managed  by  four  or  five  men-  The  pipes  arc 
taken  out  of  the  lioau,  as  off  the  rafts,  when  they  are  about 
to  pass  over  a  shallow,  or  rocky  bottom,  and  are  rolled  sepa- 
rately by  the  boatmen  through  the  water,  aided  by  the  force 
of  the  current,  and  often  for  a  very  considerable  distance,  in 
fact  until  the  water  becomes  a^in  sufficiently  deep  to  bear  op 
their  weight.  One  of  the  men  almost  invariably  stands  for- 
ward upon  tlie  prow  of  these  water-vehicles,  holding  a  etout 
long  pole,  shod  with  iron,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  his  course 
in  fiafety  off  a  projecting  rock,  agRtust  which  the  rapids  uf  the 
river  might  impel  them,  were  it  not  for  the  incessant  vigila&oo 
of  himgelf  and  the  helmsman;  but  notwithstanding  all  the 
activity,  experience,  and  precaution  of  the  boatmen,  such 
accidents  frequently  occufj  and  more  particularly  when  the 
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volume  of  water  in  the  Douro  has  bcca  increased  by  the  hiber- 
nal or  vernal  rains.  Many  boats,  boUi  longer  and  broader 
than  our  own,  pasfi^d  us  on  their  return  up  the  nvcr  to  Regoa. 
laden  with  empty  pipes,  purchased  for  ihe  vintag:c  in  the 
north  of  Kuropc,  and  various  articles  of  consumption  for  the 
wine*country  people.  Their  large  white  sail^  being  filled  by 
a  Javoiiring  breriAt,  enabled  them  to  make  head  well  ag^niit 
the  current,  and  almost  to  equal  our  progress  in  speed*  These 
ho^is  have  generall}'  a  high  stage  erected  above  the  level  of 
the  steerage,  whence  tlie  helmsman  is  enabled  to  command  a 
clear  view  over  the  merchandise  to  the  prow>  You  will  ob^ 
serve  this  in  the  subjoined  sketch.  They  are  drawn  up  the 
nipids  by  oxen,  which  are  always  in  readiness  for  the  purpose; 
■but  it  frequently  requires  as  many  ok  eight  days  to  force  a 
veifsel  up  from  Porto  aguinst  the  numerouH  obAtaclei^  which 
present  themfielveg,  to  the  place  of  its  destinaticn. 

Within  the  distance  of  a  league  from  the  point  of  our  em- 
barkation at  Regoa,  we  passed  under  the  vine-clod  liill  of 
HCambra<.-s,  whose  towering  height  is  seen  from  the  elevated 
Hgrounds  above  Pezo,  bounding  tlie  line  of  the  horizon  to  the 
^frffouth.  The  furm'houses  and  cottages  of  the  vine*dresserft, 
^  prettily  scattered  here  and  there  araid  the  green  vineyards, 
and  dazzling  the  sight  with  their  snow-white  walls,  resemble 
at  a  distance  the  residences  of  the  peasantry  in  Wales,  placed 
on  the  gentle  declivities  of  their  hiibi ;  und,  in  some  respects, 
chakU  of  the  Swiss  hcrdsmea  in  their  construction,  the 
Lud  tier  Iwini;  appropiiated  to  the  rece|itiou  of  cattle,  or  for 
ifltowoge  of  tlicir  wme  vats,  while  the  lodging-rooms  on  the 
Boor  are  approached  by  a  wooden  staircase  attached  to 
tike  outside  of  the  building,  A  covered  gaticry  aUo  runs  round 
three  sides  of  it,  as  a  defence  for  its  inhabitants  apfainst  the 
beat  and  variations  in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  Nearly 
op]XMiite  to  Cambraes,  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Douro,  are 
dome  warm  mineral  springs,  for  the  use  ol'  wfajch  the  bathers 
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p:iy  nbout  seventy  rv\n  each  time  of  using  the  bath,  to  Senlior 
Joachim  Fernandez,  who  derives  from  this  source  a  eonsidenibic 
revenue.  Looking  baL'k  in  the  direction  of  Pezo^  we  caught  a 
transient  view  of  the  numerous  detached  and  conical  hills, 
winch  we  had  i^een  more  di^tlTnctly  from  the  quinla  of  our  IiokI, 
marking  the  dircetion  and  the  limits  of  the  wine  country. 

We  observed  in  some  instances,  as  we  jjroteeded,  the  vines 
cultivated  on  terrace!^,  raised  with  considerabJe  labour,  and 
tii<kintatned  too  with  diOieulty  and  expense  upon  the  sides 
of  the  almost  precipitous  banks  overhanging  the  river.  In 
other  cases  the  vitie^i  were  trained  over  trellis^work,  BUp- 
portcd  by  granite  coluouis  about  nine  feet  in  height ;  or 
planted  separately,  in  the  open  spacrx,  lus  in  Burgundy,  but 
invariably  taiier.  and  llierclbre  m  much  the  more  raised  above 
the  character  of  mere  currant-bushes.  After  all,  howeverj  the 
most  graceful  form  by  far  assumed  by  the  vine,  is  when  it 
unites  with  the  branches  of  the  oak^  the  chestnut,  the  mjitle^ 
or  the  cork  tree,  displaying  itself  in  luxuriant  festoons,  and 
appearing  to  struggle  with  its  ally  for  distinction.  Inter' 
sperscd  among  the  vines  are  often  seen  orange,  lemon,  almond, 
peach,  cherry,  olive,  plum,  mulberry,  fig,  and  chestnut  trees, 
which  add  greatly  to  the  picturesque  appearance  of  the  vine- 
yard; but  they  are  not  so  frequently  found  in  those  vineyards 
where  the  best  wines  are  produced. 

]Vo  act  of  agression  can  possibly  give  the  owner  of  a  vine- 
)*ard  so  much  otlence,  a^  faking  the  liberty  to  pluck  his  grapes 
without  permission.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  wine- 
country,  the  precaution  isadoptedof  fencing  in  the  vineyards  on 
those  sides  lying  contiguous  to  the  roads,  with  a  tight  frame- 
work composed  of  the  arundodonax,  covered  with  furre,  tose* 
cure  the  grapes  from  the  grasp  of  the  passing  traveller.  "  If  wo 
owe  you  money,'*  said  ;i  fanner  recently  to  a  party,  sup|ioAeiI 
to  belong  lo  the  Company,  who  were  observed  helping  them-< 
selves  to  what  came  within  their  reach,  ''come  aikd  be  paid; 
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but  don't  rob  nie  of  my  property/'  In  mwt  of  the  de- 
tached vineyard*  there  is  a  umall  hut  made  of  rccds,  and 
gi^nerally  placed  on  an  elevated  spot,  which  commands  tbo 
vhole  extent  of  the  vineyard,  whence  an  intruder  may  be 
qttile  sure  that  he  will  be  fired  upon  without  any  previous 
notice,  or  the  tedious  process  of  a  discussion  by  M'ondof  mouth. 
In  many  inetances  we  have  Been  these  watchmen,  like  the 
shepherds  and  laboiiriag  peasantry  in  the  northern  part*  of 
the  provinces,  protected  against  the  rain  and  changes  of  the 
QtmoAphere  by  a  dress  or  outward  covering  composed  of  slrawv 
which  is  closely  twisted  together^  and  ig  ^ufficiontly  \d.Tgfi 
to  coDceal  the  whole  person.  In  this  sort  of  peripatetic 
thatch,  the  guardian  of  the  vineyard  defies  the  elTect^  of  the 
weather,  end  during  the  important  part  of  the  season  remains 
Dearly  day  and  night  in  the  open  air,  with  liig  miuket,  pre- 
pared to  resist  any  invasion  of  his  property. 

Owing  to  the  unfair  and  tyrannical  system  adopted  by  tlie 
Company  in  the  selection  and  purchase  of  wines,  the  lA-inc- 
(ffoweris  often  seen  at  the  fair  of  Pezo  da  Repoa  running 
about  hat  in  hand,  and  with  earnest  entreaties  imploring  tb6 
members  of  the  Factory  and  the  English  merchants,  or  their 
fljgeuls,  1o  buy  hift  wines,  who  amidst  his  own  Viills  as^ 
sumes  all  the  consequence  of  a  fidalgu.  and  doffs  hi^  hat 
to  no  person.  Many  of  these  farmers  arc  too  poor  to 
have  any  means  themselves  to  spare  for  the  purchase 
of  pipes,  and  therefore  are  obliged  to  keep  two  or  thrcA 
vatSr  in  which  the  years  produce  is  placed,  according  to 
its  qunhty  arising  from  variations  in  that  of  the  soil.  Some* 
timi^  tliey  are  under  the  necessity  of  laltirg  their  grapes  to 
the  wiDC-prcfis  of  another  farmer,  having  none  of  their  own, 
and  to  leave  their  wine^  in  his  charge,  especially  in  cadee 
where  the  growers  Wncyard  is  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Wine 
Company's  district,  and  he  may  feel  anxious  to  have  them 
Port.  X 
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Aelected  for  exportation.  The  produce  of  his  vineyard  is 
Ihen  reckoned  with  that  of  tbe  district  wine,  and  it  can  be 
eccordiiigly  classed  together  with  it,  as  Vinho  de  Feitoria*  or 
Viuho  de  Raino.  In  ciany  cases  the  purchaser  of  wines  is 
obliged  to  furnish  his  own  pipes  for  their  conveyance  down 
the  Douro  to  Porto;  but  where  the  wine-grower  is  also  a 
merchant,  he  has  generally  a  sufficiency  of  capital  to  procure 
himself  the  number  of  pipes  which  he  may  require. 

At  Moledo,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Douro,  wc  passed  a  dis- 
tillery of  brandy  belonging  to  the  Company,  situated  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  water>  and  exposed,  without  any  covering 
whatever,  to  the  open  air.  The  view  hence  down  the  river  of 
the  rocky  scenery,  which  seems  to  close  up  its  channel  and 
suddenly  arrest  its  course^  is  singularly  beautiful.  At  Ber- 
naldo,  two  short  leagues  from  Hegoa.  our  boat  was  hauled  in 
to  the  shore  on  the  right  bank,  in  order  to  undergo  examina- 
tion by  the  Company's  guard  stationed  there,  who  possess  the 
chartered  right  of  search  over  all  vessels  passingf  to  prevent 
the  evasion  of  duties  chargeable  upon  the  transit  of  wines  and 
brandies.  A  crowd  of  barks  were  waiting  the  inspecticHi  of 
the  Company's  officers ;  but  after  a  few  words  we  were  per- 
mitted to  continue  our  course,  without  being  subjected  to  the 
inconvenience  and  unnecessary  delay  attending  a  search. 

We  now  began  to  meet  with  the  falls,  where  the  copious 
flood 


collected  aU 


In  one  impetuous  torrent,  down  the  steep 
Thundering  shoots,  and  shakes  tbe  country  round. 

They  must  indeed  be  dangerous  when  the  river  is  swollen, 
for  even  in  its  present  state  we  shot  down  these  roaiing  rapids 
with  the  celerity  of  lightning,  occasionally  enjoying  the  agree- 
able sensation  of  bumping  against  some  sunken  rock,  and  only 
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eficapiag  collision  with  the  shore  by  the  activity  and  quick- 
sigh  triiness  of  the  man  at  the  prow,  who  managed  Wn^  long 
pole  with  inconceivable  dexterity,  Thoae  who  have  had  t«* 
inerity  sufficient  to  dare  the  descent  at  Parifi  of  the  Montagiies 
Russia,  may  conceive  the  delight  with  which  nervous  tra- 
vellers commit  their  precious  persons  to  these  fearful  cataract*. 
The  barkft  employed  on  the  Douro  are  flat-bottomed,  and  ne- 
ceARsrily  so,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  pass  over  the  shal- 
lows and  shoot  the  falls  with  safety.  The  stunning  noise  of 
the  headlong  current,  where 

whit^niDf  by  degrees^  u  prone  it  fulb, 

Anri  from  the  loud  reeonnriing  rocV*  bcbtr 
Dashed  In  a  cloud  of  foam,  lE  Mnda  alofk 
A  hoary  mist,  and  iorrnn  a  f eueLca*  shower ; 

the  quick  and  vehement  vociferations  of  the  boatmen  ;  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  stream  increasing  tis  the  scene  of  difficulty  is 
l^prooched  ; — all  concur  in  exciting  the  lively  apprehensions 
of  the  timid  and  inexperienced  traveller,  and  occasion  an  in- 
voluntary shudder  even  after  the  dangers  have  been  safely 
passed.  Vet  when  the  rebel  general  Joze  Cardozo  had  led  a 
detachment  of  Silveira's  forces  to  the  village  of  Santo  Thyrso, 
within  six  leagues  of  Porto,  and  was  preparing  to  march  upon 
the  town  and  devote  it  to  plunder,  the  brave  Condc  dc  Tnipa, 
who  was  fortunately  then  at  Hegoa,  seeing  that  there  was  not 
a  nftoment  to  be  lost,  immediately  engaged  a  party  of  boatmen 
who  were  well  acquainted  wiih  the  dangers  of  the  navigation, 
to  carry  him  with  three  hundred  of  hi^  troops  during  the  night 
to  Porto.  Early  the  following  morning,  this  small  band  of 
constitutionalists  arrived  safely  off  the  town  and  in  time  to  save 
it  from  the  pillage  and  destruction  threatened  by  the  needy 
wretches  of  whom  the  absolutist  forces  were  composed. 
Upon  finding  that  the  C^ount,  whose  talents  and  intrepidity 
were  univerrally  acknowledged>  had  by  this  sudden  and  un- 
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expected  tnoTemcnt  formed  a  junction  with  the  garrison  of 
PortOi  who  were  well  disposed  under  the  command  of  its 
heroic  governor,  Cardozo  instanliy  sounded  a  retreat,  and  was 
followed  in  his  fli^dit  by  the  murderous  rabble,  who  had  been 
induced  to  join  his  standard  under  the  expectation  of  plunder; 


Rapine,  that  ltd 


Mlllioni^  iif  raging  robWrs  id  his  tra'tn  : 

tin  listening,  1>arbarous  fon^t?,  to  nliom  the  sword 

la  reaivon,  honoui,  law  :  the  foe  of  arte 

By  mojialen  fullowi^,  hiileuiu  tu  behold. 

Thomso>. 

The  woods  which  overhang  the  rocky  banks  of  the  river 
abound  with  turtle-doves  and  nightingales.  Of  the  fomier  we 
Baw  immense  quantities.  The  sylvan  scenery  of  the  Douro 
principally  consists  of  pine»  oak,  chestnut,  and  olive  trees^  in* 
termixed  with  which  are  occasionally  seen  cork-trees,  and  a 
profusion  of  myrtles  adorning  the  wilds  with  clusters  of  white 
blossoms.  A  little  below  Bernaldo,  at  Beroanse,  the  factory 
district  ceases^  as  indeed  the  soil  calculated  to  produce  a  wine 
of  superior  quality.  In  many  places  the  rocks  assume  the 
most  grotesque  and  varied  appearance,  in  singular  forms  and 
odd  shapes  ;  in  fact,  they  are  perforated  and  worked  into  this 
diversity  of  figures  by  the  constant  action  of  the  water.  The 
rock  scenery  of  the  Douro  is  indeed  quite  characteristic. 
There  ia  a  wildnesa  about  it  almost  terrific.  The  rude  masses 
appear  to  have  been  thrown  into  their  present  state  of  confu- 
sion by  some  awful  convulsion  of  nature  ;  and  in  some  cases 
their  dark  appearance  would  induce  the  supposition  that  they 
had  been  but  recently  cast  up  from  the  blazing  crater  of  a 
neighbouring  volcano.  From  its  source,  indeed,  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Olbion,  in  the  Spanish  Province  of  Soria,  and  from  its 
entrance  into  Portugal  by  Miranda,  the  easternmost  town  of 
the  Province  of  Tras  os  Monies,  its  whole  course  as  far  as 


ILLUSTRATED.  341 

Carvoeiro,  runs  throug:h  &  narrow  and  rocky  I>ed  between 
mouDUinii  of  j^eater  or  less  elevation,  which  often  approach 
each  other  so  closely  as  to  seem  to  shut  up  the  further  pAfti^ge 
of  the  river. 

As  wc  continued  our  cotirRC,  wc  saw  affixed  under  ihc  ledge 
of  an  abrupt  rock  a  little  painted  image  of  Nossa  Scniiora  de 
Bom  Vicgc,  niorkmg  the  extreme  height  to  whicii  ihc  rivtr 
rises  occasionutly  in  winter,  when  the  navigation  is  ailogclhcr 
suspended.  Below  Barceiros  there  are  large  masses  of  granite 
rock  scattered  wildly  along  either  shore,  and  which  project  so 
far  into  the  channel  as  to  leave  but  a  very  narrow  passage  for 
vessels  between  them.  It  is  \n  such  places  as  these  that  the 
most  dangcroufi  falls  occur.  In  some  parts  the  high  banks  of 
the  river  consist  uf  buld  perpendicular  rocks,  entirely  destitute 
of  vegetation,  while  upon  the  opposite  side  arc  seen  luxuriant 
wootJs  of  pine  and  oaks  clothing  the  steep  ascents,  and  ofttsn 
skirting  down  to  the  waters  edge.  They  arc  tlie  haunts  of 
wolves  and  wild  boars,  which  are  found  here  in  great  numbers- 
^k  The  Cima  Musquetella  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  en- 
tirely covered  by  iine  and  luxuriant  woods,  mid  having  its 
lofty  summits  broken  and  pointed,  forms  a  trjiy  ma^niticcnt 
feature  in  the  scenery  cjf  the  Dduto,  which  here  may  justly 
claim  to  vie  with  that  of  the  Rhine  or  Khone  in  wildncss, 
sublimity,  atid  beauty,  thouf^h  it  wants  the  interesting  old 
castles  which  form  ao  great  an  ornament  on  the  banks  of  the 
farmer  river.  We  were  detained  abuve  tl»e  rapid&  uf  Caneidn  for 
at  least  half  an  hour,  owing  to  the  Company's  workmen  being 
at  (he  time  engaged  in  bluwing  up  some  rocks  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream,  which  impeded  the  navi^tion.  It  is  evident  that 
the  Company,  besides  expending  targe  sums  on  the  impro\'e- 
ment  of  the  roads  leading  to  the  wine  district^  are  sparing  no 
efforts  in  rendering  the  navigation  of  the  Douro  more  secure, 
and  in  removing  all  the  different  obgtruclions  which  at  present 
rtjidcr  the  passage  both  up  and  down  the  river  often  tedious 


tA  -'  PORTUGAL 

and  unsafe.  In  facf,  a  duty  is  levied,  but  of  no  large  amouni, 
on  each  pipe  of  wine,  for  the  express  pur]>o^  of  providing  for 
these  ex[jcnses.  By  their  exeiiionft  the  river  has  been  ren- 
dered navigable  in  summer  for  flat-bottomed  boats  as  for  as 
Torre  de  Moncurvo,  in  the  Trss  os  Montes.  The  difficuUies, 
however,  opposed  to  the  free  passage  of  boats  near  San  Joao 
de  Pescjueira,  in  ihe  Province  of  Beira,  are  Btill»  we  under- 
stand, very  considerable.  During  the  two  last  years  the 
Company  has  been  unusually  enei^lic  in  clearing  the  bed  of 
the  river  of  the  enormous  masses  of  granite  which  occasionally 
fall  into  it  finom  the  heights  above,  and  are  frequently  of  such 
an  immense  size  as  almost  entirely  to  block  up  the  channeL 
The  rapid  of  Caneida  is  even  in  the  season  of  summer  re* 
garded  as  dangerous^  and  in  winter  it  must  of  course  be  much 
more  so.  In  descending  this  rapid,  such  was  the  violent  rush 
of  water  over  a  length  of  rocky  bed,  that  a  cnrling  wave,  for  it 
really  deserved  the  name,  broke  over  into  the  boat  to  our 
great  inconvenience ;  and  when  passing  down  another  rapid, 
the  bead  of  our  bark  struck  against  the  point  of  a  sunken 
rock,  when  the  water  instantly  rushed  through  an  apertonj 
made  by  the  concussion,  and  half  filled  the  boat;  indeed,  we 
bad  consider:ible  difficulty  in  stopping  the  leak  ^vith  pieces  of 
old  saU.  and  bits  of  tow.  so  as  to  be  able  to  proceed  on  our  course 
without  delay;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  we 
were  obliged  to  be  inces:*ant!y  baling  out  the  water,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  stop  the  leak  effectually.  No  less  than  thirty 
boats  were  lost  last  year  between  Porto  and  Regoa,  During 
the  winter  season  our  little  vessel  could  not  have  lived  in  the 
river- 

Before  our  arrival  at  the  fall  of  the  Ponte  de  Cadoao,  three 
or  four  of  the  party  were  obliged  to  land,  for  the  bark  wb9  too 
light  to  bear  us  all  down  this  fearful  rapid  In  safety.  Scram- 
bling over  some  slippery  rocks,  we  gained  a  point  imme- 
diately overhanging  the  fall  in  time  to  witness  its  descent. 
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The  rapidity  witfi  which  it  shot  beneath  us  to  the  lower  level 
of  the  river  wu«  truly  terrific,  and  occa^ioiied  the  most  lively 
apprehensions  for  ila  safely;  but  the  cool  intrepidity  of  the 
boatmen,  aided  by  their  experience  and  good  management. 
«oon  convinced  us  that  o«r  fears  were  witliout  cause.  We 
then  came  into  a  nwre  gentle  current,  which 
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v\nil  ]'iiUiii|£  fD«l  from  |[niUiial  >lo|]«  to  alupe, 
U'lUi  wlM  mfmctcd  course,  «iid  bjAcno4  loui^ 
j(  Ruiim  a  naH  r  l>uJ,  nniL  fiU-uU  lit  lust 
Along  tlio  mtktt^s  of  the  quiet  vftk. 

The  scenery  alu)  now  assumed  a  softer  character;  the  baultM 
on  either  side  becoming  less  ele^'Btcd,  presented  more  frequent 
habitations;  ancj  upon  the  shore  we  observed  numerous  small 
hutt»,  mndc  of  ^reea  boughs,  and  almost  standing  in  the  water, 
for  bathers  to  rclirc  into,  a  decency  of  cuatom  almost  uni- 
^-ersally  adopted  by  the  Portuguese  on  the  banks  of  their 
river*,  and  not  unfrequenlly  an  the  sea-shore, — an  example  of 
propriety  which  might  well  be  imitated  by  nations  laying 
claim  lo  greater  delicacy  and  rtfinement.  The  civihty  of  the 
labouring  classes  amongst  the  Portuguese,  if  it  has  not  done 
so  already,  ought  to  pass  into  a  proverb.  It  could  not  but  be 
pleasing  to  a  per&on  acquainted  with  the  brutal  manners  of  the 
bargemen  and  boatmen  on  the  Thames,  to  find  the  crews  of  the 
numerous  vessels  on  the  Douro  as  prompt  in  their  respectful  and 
well-meant  sftIotalinn«  to  foreigners,  as  the  well-behaved  and 
courteous  peasantry  inhabiting  the  valleys  and  hills  of  the 
remoter  provinces.  About  two  leagues  from  CadoQo,  we  had 
on  the  right  bank  vast  olive  woods  mixed  with  chestnut<*trees, 
and  large  meadows  surrounded  by  enclosures  of  a  variety  of 
beautiful  trees,  and  the  myrtle  still  loving  to  grace  the  shore 
with  its  snow-white  blossoms.  At  Vimeira,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  the  Company  have  recently  erected  a  large  brandy 
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distillery.  The  good  cheer  to  which  wc  were  enabled,  from 
the  liberally  furnished  condessa,  to  admit  our  boatmen,  put  them 
into  high  spirits,  and  in  consequence  of  their  exertions  there 
was  every  reasonable  expectation  that  we  should  reai;h  the 
hospitable  mansion  of  our  friend  at  Porto  about  nightfall. 
They  solaced  their  labours  by  taking  up  alternately  the 
Stanzas  of  a  song  adapted  to  the  eternal  air,  heard  in  every 
wild,  and  in  every  street  of  every  town  in  Portugal ;  but  the 
subject  was  not  much  to  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  monastic 
orders,  whose  irregularities  of  life  it  set  forth  in  the  most  lu- 
dicrous point  of  view.  The  same  ditty,  however,  was  repeated 
over  and  over  again  throughout  the  live-long  day,  aod  at  last 
became  a  perfectly  inharmonious  din»  In  our  provision-basket 
we  found  a  cheese,  a  specimen  of  which,  though  somewhat 
strong,  we  had  admired  at  the  table  of  our  host  of  Regoa. 
made  of  sheep's  milk.  It  is  manufactured  by  the  shepherds, 
who  wander  with  their  Merino  flocks  over  the  Serra  de  Estrel- 
la.  and  being  exceedingly  scarce,  is  much  valued  as  &  present* 
Some  of  it  used  to  be  sent,  as  a  great  rarity,  by  the  royal 
family  of  Portugal  to  that  of  Spain,  and  it  is  said  far  to  exceed 
in  excellence  the  sheep-cheeses  made  in  the  Serras  of  the 
province  of  Alentejo. 

The  quinta  of  Riveira  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  with 
its  orange  and  lemon-groves,  plantations  of  olives  and  vine* 
yards,  forms  a  very  pretty  feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  Douro* 
Still  lower  down,  we  passed  under  the  rich  convent  of  St- 
Benedict,  called  San  Joao  de  Valpendorado,  situated  on  an 
elevated  ground  above  the  river,  and  surrounded  by  a  deep 
forest  of  pine-wood, — a  delightful  retreat  for  those  who  culti- 
vate learning  or  piety  within  its  walls. 

We  remarked  that  our  boatmen  had  lashed  their  masts  to 
the  sides  of  our  bark  in  readiness  for  their  return,  for  which 
the  awning  spread  over  us  was  intended  to  serve  as  a  sail.  A 
bark  capable  of  containing  seventy  pipes  of  wine  or  brandy. 
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costs,  aa  far  as  the  timber  is  coRCemed,  about  thrrtysix  mtn- 
dorcs ;  and  the  sail  is  stUl  more  expensive,  no  that  the  whole 
equipment  of  one  of  these  ves^ls  frequently  amounts  to  very 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  There  are  fishenes  ia 
various  pnrU  of  the  Uouro,  for  chub,  dace,  and  ]amprey& ;  but  the 
Minho  abouuds  with  salmon,  fine  trout,  eels,  and  saviU,  >vhich 
latter  fish,  as  far  as  wc  can  ascertain,  must  correspond  with 
tiie  Berwick  trout,  or  the  sewin  uf  the  river  Usk,  itself  quite  a 
distinct  species  of  fish  from  the  salmon.  A  great  deal  of  con- 
traband trade  in  brandy  is  carried  on  upon  the  river,  owing  to 
the  high  priccvS  asked  for  it  by  the  Company,  which  has  the 
exclusive  right  of  its  matmracture.  Exceptions,  however,  are 
made  in  tliosc  cases,  where  a  farmer  may  have  some  pipes  of 
Vinho  de  Raino  wine  unsold  upon  his  hands  from  the  last 
year,  and  he  is  allowed  to  distill  brandy  from  the  whole  quan- 
tity ;  but  even  then  Ruch  h  the  mono|>oly  of  the  Company,  that 
bo  is  compelled  by  law  to  sell  the  whole  of  what  he  distills  to 
that  body,  and  they  fix  their  own  value  upon  it,  which,  as 
may  be  supposed,  is  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  what  they 
aflerwards  demand  for  the  very  same  article.  The  Company  s 
limita  for  exportable  wines  extend  to  about  twelve  leagues 
from  the  city  of  Porto,  within  which  latter  district  the  Viuho 
Vorde,  an  agreeable  light  wiue,  and  never  braudied,  is  pro- 
duced* 

Three  or  four  hours  before  sun-set,  we  passed  the  month  of 
the  Rio  Paiva,  a  Utile  above  Abareal,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river;  and  at  Albuzalema,  a  littb  lower  down  on  the  right 
hank,  beyond  the  embouchure  of  the  Taniega,  we  were  sum* 
mocked  to  the  shore  by  a  Company's  guard  stationed  there, 
who,  learning  that  we  were  English  travellers,  immediately 
released  the  boat  without  subjecting  us  to  the  delay  and  in- 
convenience of  a  search.  This  district  is  called  in  Portuguese 
*•  Between  the  two  Rivers,"  from  its  situation.  The  village  of 
Albuzalema  is  approached  over  th&Tame^by  an  extremely 
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long  bridge,  slightly  built  of  wood,  and  only  calculated  for 
foot-paseengers.  At  this  spot  the  rebels  were  held  in  check 
by  a  small  band  of  conatilutioTiatisls.  Immediately  at  the 
back  of  the  village,  a  lofty  mountain  rises,  which  nms  in  the 
direction  of  north-east  to  south-west,  and  is  covered  with 
olives,  vines,  oftks,  and  chestnut-lreee,  to  its  very  summit* 
The  rural  and  singitlarly  picturesque  character  of  this  retired 
place,  made  us  long  to  have  a  ramble  in  its  neighbourhood; 
but  the  day  was  fast  waning  to  its  close,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  time  to  be  spared  for  the  purpose.  We  ought  to  have 
reached  the  Tamega  by  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  the  wind 
blowing  strongly  up  the  river,  added  to  the  other  delaye  ex- 
perienced  in  the  morning,  had  considerably  retarded  our  pro- 
gress, and  therefore  we  saw  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  us 
to  reach  Porto  before  five  o'clock  the  following  morning.  Our 
men,  who  had  been  labouring  all  day  at  the  oar,  with  scarcely 
any  intermission,  be^au  now  to  utter  complaints  againat  our 
determination  to  proceed. 

The  sun-set  wa3  beautiful,  and  already  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  fann-houses  and  quintan  distributed  along  the  banks, 
informed  us  that  we  were  approaching  the  neighbourhood  ofa 
large  capital.  One  of  the  party  happening  to  awake  about 
midnight  from  a  sound  sleep,  into  which  he  had  fallen,  hs  his 
brother  travellers  had  done  likewise,  found  to  his  utter  sur- 
prise that  the  bark  bad  been  drawn  on  shore,  that  the  boat* 
men  were  all  fast  asleep  on  the  sand,  and  the  pat  rone  himself 
enveloped  by  some  coarae  cloths,  was  snu^y  deposited  iu  the 
steerage.  We  had  been,  it  appeared,  in  that  situation  during 
two  hours,  and  it  was  e:cplaincd  to  us  that  the  men  were  so 
completely  exhausted,  that  they  were  quite  unable  to  proceed 
against  the  tide,  which  they  asserted  was  now  running  atrcmg 
up  the  river,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  lo  await  its  turn 
for  three  or  four  hours.  But  it  proved  afterwards  that  wc 
had  actually  stopped  three  leagues  above  the  last  point,  to 
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whicb  the  Ude  reaches,  and  hence,  for  the  last  Tour  houn 
of  our  passage  down  the  river^  the  boatmen  were  obliged  to 
get  into  the  water,  whenever  the  line  of  shore  would  permit 
them,  and  dra^  the  bark  along,  but  with  diffieulty,  so  great 
wa«  the  force  of  the  tide  a^inst  us.  Had  we  gone  only  one 
league  lower  down  to  Fendourido,  we  should  have  been 
accommodated  with  a  comfortable  night's  lodging  at  an  E^ta* 
lagem,  where  gentlemen  from  Porto  are  in  the  habit  of  passing 
several  days  at  a  time  during  the  fthootiug  seaaon.  As  it  was, 
we  did  our  be»t  with  our  cloaks  upon  the  bare  benches;  and 
the  bivouac  on  the  sand-bank  of  Carvoeiro  will  not  easily  be 
foigotten,  were  it  only  from  ihe  recolieetion  of  llie  beautiful 
night ;  for  never  could  the  glories  of  the  firmament  have  been 
more  magnificently  displayed,  never  more  brightly  reflected, 
than  in  the  clear  waters  of  the  Douro  oti  thia  memorable 
occasion. 

Tlw  scenery  on  the  Douro,  firom  Carvoeiro  to  Porto,  resem- 
bles in  many  particulars  that  of  the  Wye,  e^jpecially  in  its 
luxuriant  woods  and  less  elevated  rockd;  but  the  Oouro  is 
much  broader  here  than  our  own  favourite  river,  much  inure 
ujcfltic,  and  the  landscape  i»  more  frequently  enlivened  by 
villages  and  quJntas,  such  for  instance  as  the  beautiful  Quints 
da  Gra^eira,  one  of  the  prelticfil  which  we  have  observed, 
whose  vine-clad  terraces,  orange  groves,  and  olive  pl.tn  tat  ions, 
place  them  beyond  all  comparison  with  the  country  residences 
on  the  banks  of  our  must  roniaiitic  rivers. 

At  Vallongo,  about  two  miles  from  Porto,  on  the  road  to 
Peiiafiel,  and  only  a  little  distance  from  the  river,  where,  by 
the  bye,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  rebel  forces  had  arrived, 
when  on  their  way  to  pillage  and  murder  the  inhabitants 
of  Porto,  are  the  coal  mines  belonging  to  the  government, 
which,  a:*  well  as  those  formerly  worked  at  Figueira,  yield  a 
sort  stronger  than  the  Newcastle^  but  it  will  not  beu  to  be 
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atirred.  Their  produce  is  held  in  such  little  estimation,  that 
the  English,  as  well  as  the  more  opulent  merchants  among 
the  Portuguese,  prefer  the  Newcastle  and  "WeUh  coal ;  and 
sometimes,  from  motives  of  economy,  nse  them  mixed  with 
the  native.  Wine  vessels,  coming  from  England  to  the  Douro, 
are  often  laden  by  way  of  ballast  with  coats  from  Sunderland. 
Bristol,  or  Cardiff;  from  which  latter  port  a  great  deal  of  iron 
also  is  imported  into  Porto. 

The  government  of  Portugal  claims  the  exclusive  property 
of  every  mine  which  may  be  opened  by  any  individual  specu- 
lator. At  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Joseph  L,  an 
Englishman  discovered  a  mine  of  coal  at  Buarcos,  on  the  sea- 
coast  near  Figueira,  which,  after  many  years  of  considerable 
but  useless  expense,  has  at  length  been  wholly  abandoned* 
The  coal  mine  of  San  Pedro  de  Cova,  near  Porto,  was  disco- 
vered in  1S02,  the  quality  of  whose  produce  is  said  to  be 
excellent.  About  tive  years  since,  an  experienced  geutleman 
was  sent  into  Portugal  by  the  Portuguese  consul  at  Liverpool, 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  coal-mines;  and  it  was  upon 
bis  report  that  the  Vallongo  and  Buarcos  coal-mines  were 
taken  by  the  present  company  from  goYemment  fit  an  annual 
rent  of  twenty  conto  de  rets;  though  from  certain  indications 
about  the  former,  he  expressed  his  doubts  whether  it  would 
not  soon  be  exhausted.  Henceforth,  therefore,  the  greater 
part  of  the  coat  consumed  in  Portugal  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  procured  from  England ;  and  thus,  in  another  point  again, 
will  this  unfortunate  country  become  dependent  for  a  principal 
necessary  upon  a  foreign  kingdom. 

Spain,  for  many  centuries,  was  considered  the  El  Dorado  of 
the  Roman  empire ;  nor  was  the  province  of  Lusitania  at  all 
deficient  in  her  supplies  of  the  precious  metals.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  to  the  end  of  the  fif- 
teenth, the  rich  productions  of  the  native  mines  enabled  tho- 
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Eu>vereigns  of  Portugal  to  sufitam  burdensome  wars,  to  erect 
sumptuoufi  palaces,  and  endow  numerous  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blUhmenta.  The  sands  of  the  Tagus,  however,  and  the  gold 
mine  ofAdU^a,  between  Almada  and  Cezimbra,  have  long 
since  ceased  to  be  productive;  while  the  mines  of  silver  in 
the  Serra  de  Santa  Justa,  near  Trancoso  in  the  Beira,  which 
were  worked  for  a  very  long  period  by  the  Romans,  and  those 
of  companittvely  recent  discovery  in  the  iieighbourhood  of 
Bmgonza,  arc  no  longer  considered  of  auy  value.  Portugal  is 
taid  to  abound,  likewise,  with  rich  iron  mines,  and  particularly 
in  the  Comarca  of  Castello-Branco;  but  from  thi.4.  as  well  as 
from  several  uthers,  which  would  well  repay  the  labour  of 
working  them,  the  Portuguese  derive  no  sort  of  advantage 
whatever,  for  they  are  wholly  neglected. 

Upon  our  arrival  off  the  small  town  of  Avinta,  situated  on 
tile  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  at  tlie  distance  of  about  five 
miles  from  Porto,  wc  were  joined  by  a  little  fleet  of  boata 
proceeding;  down  to  town  witb  cargoes  of  brown,  or  rather 
yellow  bread,  made  from  maize  or  Indian  com.  The  bakers 
of  Vallon^  supply  a  coai'se  sort  of  white  bread,  which  is  uved 
for  the  household  generally.  As  wc  eulered  upon  the  limits 
of  the  town,  we  had  again  to  haul  to  the  right  bank,  oppowtc 
the  Company^  floating  guard-boat,  and  doge  to  the  quarry 
now  being  worked  to  supply  stones  for  the  new  line  of  quay, 
which  ia  to  be  continued  from  Porto  to  San  Joao,  in  order 
to  iluiltfrgo  frxumin^tiou  by  the  I'listoiTi-bouse  oflicers,  who 
allowed  us,  after  a  short  parley,  to  proceed  without  further 
trouble ;  and,  passing  under  tlie  bridge  of  boats,  wc  landird  at 
the  Porta  dos  Bagnos. 

"  Excepting  Lisbon,"  observes  Link,  '*  Porto  is  the  largest 
city  in  Portugal ;  being  the  chief  town  of  a  corregimento,  and 
the  »eat  of  a  corregedor,  a  provedor,  and  a  military  governor. 
Jt  is  also  the  ace  of  a  bishop,  who  resides  in  his  palace^  or  at 
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Meztinfrio.  Porto  hajs  four  auburbs,  seFen  p&rislica,  and 
twelve  religious  Iiouses,  It  is  Ihe  seat  of  the  liigh  tribunal  Uys 
the  northern  proviaces,  called  the  Rela^ao  do  Porto,"  or,  the 
Senado  da  Kela^ao,  the  court  of  appeal  from  inferior  tribuoaU. 
"  The  atreets  along  the  declivity  of  the  hill  are  narrow, 
crooked,  and  dirty ;  but  upon  the  hill  we  a^n  found  many 
fine  broad  itraight  streets,  with  a  great  many  new  and  band- 
fiorae  houses.  We  seemed  almost  to  have  quitted  Portugal, 
and  to  be  suddenly  transported  to  England ;  so  regular,  so 
iigbt  and  neat  are  all  the  buildings.  Generally  speaking, 
Porto  18  without  doubt  the  cleanest  town  in  Portugal.  The 
ateep  declivity  of  the  bill  on  which  the  city  is  built,  renders 
walking  and  riding  on  horseback,  or  in  carriages,  more  labo- 
rious than  in  Lisbon.  On  tl&e  east  side  of  the  towu  are  houses 
built  against  so  steep  a  part  of  the  declivity  over  the  stream, 
that  they  can  only  be  entered  by  stepe  cut  out  of  the  rock. 
This  inconvenience,  howe^'er,  is  compcni*ated  by  the  romantic 
situation,  and  the  prospect  of  the  opposite  bank  with  its 
towns,  villagefl,  monasteries,  and  pine  woods," 

Nothing  can  be  more  strictly  just  than  Link's  remarks  upon 
the  first  appearance  of  Porto  to  a  stranger :  — 

"  When  the  traveller  suddenly  beholds  a  large  city,  with 
innumerable  churches  and  towers,  on  the  side  of  a  steep 
mountain,  between  lOcks  that  seem  torn  asunder,  surrounded 
by  nide  mountains,  adorned  with  gardens,  churches,  and  other 
edific^r  interspersed  with  pine  woods,  and  looks  down  on  a 
fine  and  rapid  stream  covered  with  ships,  amid  scenes  oi 
fautnan  activity  that  occupy  a  spot  designed  by  nature  for  the 
haunts  of  wild  beasts,  he  is  at  once  astonished  and  delighted 
with  the  prospect;  the  impression  of  which  is  rendered  still 
mofe  lively  by  his  vicinity  to  the  objects,  as  the  stream  is  far 
from  broad  and  the  valley  very  natrow.  liabon  strikes  at  a 
djatimoe  by  its  great  extent  and  magnificrace ;   Coimlwa  lies 
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«oUury  and  forlorn  iit  ttie  heart-awaken!  ng  fields  of  Uie  Mon- 
dego:  and  Porto  surprises  by  its  clevalcd  situation, 

"  The  DiountaiDfi  suddenly  cea«e  toward  the  coast,  and  the 
land  IS  towci-  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  \  but  here  and  there 
ruckfi  me  uul  uf  the  sand,  rendering  (lie  eutrance  into  the 
harbour  extremely  narrow  and  very  dangerous,  Tlic  sea  also 
i%  very  boisterous  on  these  coasU  during  the  rainy  »e<i£on,  and 
the  river  very  rapid.  The  saad  which  the  stream  brings  with 
it  in  retained  by  the  rocks,  and  thus  more  aitd  more  chokes 
the  passage ;  &o  that,  unless  great  and  powerful  means  are 
ein]ili>)'ed,  the  harbour  wilt  at  length  Ifte  reiulered  totally  URe* 
lens.  Endeavours,  however,  are  made  to  keep  the  stream  in 
one  place,  so  as  to  wash  the  sand  away;  and  sometlitng  has 
already  been  efftictcd  by  labour*  On  the  whole,  however, 
little  has  been  done;  and  much  more  can  and  must  be  per- 
formed, if  this  important  harbour  is  to  bo  preserved,  it  is  a 
fearful  sight  to  behold  a  ship,  when  the  wind  1%  at  ull  tttroftg, 
winding  its  way  through  this  narrow  part  of  the  bar- 

"  Immediately  opposite  to  Porto/'  continues  1  ink,  *'  en  the 
eoulli  bank  of  the  Douro,  is  tlie  appearance  of  a  town  not 
much  finialler  than  Porto  itself.  To  the  wcstw<u'd,  itiong  the 
declivity  of  a  hill,  are  a  number  of  detached  houses  forminp  the 
market-town  of  Gaya,  a  place  remarkable  both  for  its  situation 
and  namc/'^Vou  will  judge  of  its  beautiful  appearance  from 
the  drawing  which  is  inclosed  with  this  letter,  where  the  hill 
of  Gaya  is  introduced  bounding  the  prospect. — "  Here  in 
former  times  a  place  called  Cale  is  said  to  have  stood;  but 
Porto  beiDfr  afterwards  built,  as  being  more  convenient  for 
ships  by  the  greater  depth  of  the  water  along  that  bank,  it  was 
called  Portus  Calc.  or  the  harbour  of  Cale,  whence  was 
derived  Portucal ;  and  at  length  Portugal,  according  to  Re- 
sende,  became  the  name  of  the  whole  kinj^dom.  Portus  Cale 
was  ;«ub«equently  called  O  Porto,  the  harbour,  which  name 
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the  town  of  Oporto  afterwardfl  received.  The  mouataiDS 
along  ihe  aortli  bank  consist  of  gmuite  in  rocks ;  thme  along 
the;  south  bank  of  stratified  granite  and  mica  shtc.  On  the 
south  bank,  a  copper-mine  might  be  opened  with  great  pros- 
pect of  success* 

"  The  climate  of  Porto  is  in  winter  damp  and  tijggy^  in  coo* 
sequence  of  its  mouDtoinous  and  woody  situation;  whence 
also  tlie  air  is  cooler  thitn  cisewherej  thoii){h  it  seldom  freezes. 
On  the  contrary,  in  summer  the  heat  i&  great,  both  in  this 
narrow  valley  and  the  town,  which  is  situated  on  a  southem 
declivity.  Here,  as  also  along  the  lower  coasts  of  Portugal, 
regular  winds  prevail  in  summer,  viz,  m  the  morniujj  tht.'  east 
wind,  which  toward  noon  veers  to  the  fiouth\%'ard  and  then  to 
the  weitt,  which  confers  many  advajitag«>(  on  navigation.  Tlie 
manners  of  society  are  taken  from  the  Enghsh,  who  arc  here 
more  numerous  and  considerable,  in  projiortion  to  the  oiher 
rich  inhanitants^  than  at  Lisbon/' 

A  picture  of  the  e;«rthquake  at  Lisbon  has  been  lately  ehown 
to  us  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  first  merchants  of  the  place; 
but  we  were  much  disappointed  both  by  the  artists  conception 
of  the  subject,  and  by  the  style  of  its  execution ;  for  instead  of 
conveying  any  adequate  idea  of  tliat  awful  culamity,  its  princi- 
pal object  would  appear  to  have  been  to  reprea<:nl  the  powerful 
efi"ecU  of  ecclesiastic  intercession  in  slaying  the  progress  of 
the  evil-  Here,  as  at  Lisbon,  the  principal  persons  who  deal 
in  prints  are  Italians;  while  the  millinery,  perfumery,  and 
hair-drcsaing  departments,  are  almost  exclusively  occupied  by 
nfttivcs  of  France.  It  is  said  that  the  inhabitants  uf  this  town 
and  neighbourhood  are  very  liable  to  stone,  and  other  di&cascs 
of  the  bladder*  from  their  constant  practice  of  drmkiug  new 
and  acrid  wined. 

A  funeral  procession  has  just  passed  under  the  windows  of 
our  residence.     Eight  or  ten  young  women,  dressed  in  white. 
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carried  ft  bier  adorned  with  rich  drapery,  on  wliich  ap|>&reRtty 
\ras  a  waxen  image,  with  the  fccc  uncovered*  It  M-aa  clothed 
ia  gauJy  attire^  and  Imd  upon  its  little  head  a  glitterini^  crown. 
A  closer  inspection  alone  could  satisfy  us  that  it  really  was 
the  budy  uf  <iii  infant,  whom  iu  friends  were  bearing,  with 
mournful  ehaunts,  to  the  cathedral  for  interment. 

Upon  the  recent  incursiun  of  the  rebels^  the  wealthier  inha- 
bitants of  Porto  had  made  preparations  to  embark  with  their 
families  for  personal  safety  on  biiard  the  British  vessels  in  the 
harbour.  In  case  of  any  civil  commotion  Kndering  such  an 
alternative  again  necessary,  the  shallovnieiut  of  tlie  water  over 
the  bar  will  not  allow  vessels  of  larger  size  than  gun-brigs  to 
enter  the  Ooiiru,  The  rapid  movemeat  of  the  Count  dcTaipa, 
and  the  able  measures  taken  by  General  Stuhbs  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  town,  aided  by  the  bravery  of  the  militia,  upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to,  saved  ita  inhabitants  from  plunder 
and  carnage,  for  which  the  rebel  troops  were  known  to  Ihj 
thirstbg. 

Among  the  antiquities  at  Porto  which  the  antiquary 
would  desire  to  preserve  from  injury^  arc  several  ancient 
windows  surrounded  by  singul^ir  und  rich  moulding,  which 
are  very  ornamental  to  the  domestic  architecture  of  tho 
place. 

The  inhabitants  have  been  recently  testifying  their  satisfac- 
tion here,  upon  tlic  anniversary  uf  tlie  cunshlutlon,  by  military 
parades,  fctw  dc  jotfi  salvog  of  artillery,  and  their  favourite 
amusement  of  lireworlcH  even  in  the  day-time-  The  following 
j<H  dcspnt  has  heen  circulated  on  the  occosioDp  The  lines 
being  read  in  a  straight  diri^ction,  huve  a  meaning  in  fnvoiir  of 
the  constitution ;  but  taken  perpendicularly,  in  separate  parts, 
will  appear  to  advocate  the  opposite  cause-  Upon  the  whole 
they  arc  rather  ingenious,  and  may  be  worth  your  perusal,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  tJie  times.  A  translation  is  added, 
ForL  2 
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^^M         which  however   by  no  means 

conveys  the  force  and  point  cf     1 

^H       the  original. 

J 

^^^^^^B                     Do  coTacao  detesto 

a  JllDtA  A{)0!itDliL-a                                   ^^^^1 

^^^^^H.                     A  Carta  Portuoiue/ii 

em  ^ral  estimo                                 ^^^^^ 

^^^^^^K                      R«conh?^  poT  Rey 

0  S«Qbar  Don  Pt^ru  1\\                ^^^| 

^^^^^H                      O  Benhur  Don  Mi^et 

Key  nao  pode  ser                             ^^^^H 

^^^^^^f                         £m  rebcl^c  tunho 

u  lUatqucz  de  ChaTea                     ^^^^H 

^^^^^^B                      0  General  SalJaaba 

por  leeil  0  teabo                                ^^^^| 

^^^^^B-                    RecoahefO  Regeutc 

a  SenbcM^  Inranla                           ^^^^H 

^^^^^^^                     A  Rcinha  Carlo ta 

ii&i>  podc  n>^r-Doa                           ^^^^H 

^^^^^^1                      Dcdico  rcvereacia 

nofi  CoQatitucioDaoH                        ^^^^| 

^^^^^H                      A99  Kcaluitus  CorcuDdos 

contrarLo  eerel*                                  ^^^^| 

^^^H                                                                                                                                   ^^H 

^^^^^^K                          hfMirtiJy  dutisst 

ibu  j4  poatolic  Juuta                        ^^^^^ 

^^^^^^H                      Tile  Portug;uea«  Charter 

I  geneifllly  esteem                                      V 

^^^^^V                      I  own  to  be  bmg 

Don  Peter  IV-                                           ^ 

^^^^                               S^nhot  Don  Miguel 

canuot  b«  King 

^^H                               Aa  fl.  rebel  I  bold 

IH^^'                                                                Tl. ..    J^ 1    0.1J__I    _ 

the  Marquess  af  Cbave» 

T    t._»J    -_    l._    1 t 

I  own  the  Regent 
The  Queen  Cbarlotle 

1  pay  reverence 

(to)the  Roy  at  istCorcundaa 


T  bold  to  be  lojal 
Seuhom  Infanta 
cannot  govern  us 
(to)  tbe  Conat]tulioDah»t» 

against  I  shall  be. 


It  is  impossible  to  bid  farewell  to  Porto  without  briefly 
noticing  the  institution  and  progress  of  the  constitutional  go- 
vernment, with  which  the  enlightened  inhabitants  of  this  city 
may  be  considered  as  identified-  To  whatever  immediate  in- 
fluence the  first  measures  adopted  by  them  in  favour  of  a 
representative  system  may  be  attributed,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
a  complete  change  in  the  established  rule  of  the  country  had 
become  both  desirable  and  unavoidable.  The  manner,  too,  in 
which  this  bloodless  revolution  was  effected  in  the  short  term 
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of  thirty-seven  days,  was  highly  creditable  to  the  forcsig-ht 
and  moderation  of  all  tlic  parties  concerned.     Tliey  appear  lo 
have  been  tietuatcd  solely  by  the  view  of  improving  the  condi> 
tloii  of  tlicir  nfitivc  land,  nnd  not  by  atiy  s[nrit  of  wild  or  dis* 
loyal  innovation^  for  they  maintained  their  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment to  the  hou.^e  of  llieir  sovtroign  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  their  arduous  undertaking-     The  family  of  Broganza 
owed  their  clevalion  to  the  tlirone  of  Portugal  to  a  similar 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  people;  the  crown  was  conferred 
upon  AlphuTiso  I.,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  monarchy 
established  by  the  representatives  of  the  nation  assembled  at 
ihfi  Cortes  of  Lamt^go.      John  I.  was  elected  king  by  the 
Cortes  assembled  at  Coimbra  in  13S5,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Spaniards  on  the  plain  of  Aljubarrotn^  when  additional  articles 
j         in  support  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  beyond  those  provided 
;         by  the  constitution  of  Lamego,  received  thi;  sanction  of  the 
;        states ;  and,  as  we  have  seen,  the  first  cnre  of  John  IV*  was 
r        lo  procure  a  recn^iiition  of  his  right  to  the  crown  by  an 
,        assembly  of  the  states  at  Lisbon. 

I  With  these  hlstoncal  examples  before  them,  surely  it  was 

natural  that  the  thinking  part  of  the  Portuguese  should 
attempt,  in  the  spirit  of  [mtnotism,  the  re^-^toration  of  tlieir 
ancient  privileges  [md  mst'ttuUoriK,  modified,  indeed,  according 
to  the  demanJ^^  of  a  more  enlightened  age,  of  which  they  had 
been  gradually  deprived  by  a  succession  of  imbecile  sovereigns, 
ihemflelves  the  slaves  of  an  artful  and  ambitiona  priesthood ! 
What  but  the  misery  and  degradation  of  a  people  cotild  be 
expected  as  the  natural  con^iequcnces  of  such  continued  mm- 
rulc?  The  lines  of  Thomson  forcibly  illustrate  the  point  in 
question  :^ 

Wh«n  Linp  f>r  nitrrow  gnniuT,  minion-rid, 
N^jlwtiriK  ftuihful  worth  for  fuwning  filBV(4 ; 
Proudly  r^l^rdtr-»  of  iUoir  people's  pfainU, 
Aiul  pooHy  p«iiiv«  of  inBultiog  foes; 
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DoubUr  aol  pnuleut,  obBtinnte,  Dot  finq. 
Their  mijrcj  feai,  necessity  iWa  fftilU ;  ■ 
Insteud  uf  generous  fife,  presumptuouA,  hot, 
Ra»)i  to  rcAoIre  bad  slothrul  to  pcrrorm ; 
Tyranbt  at  once  and  staves,  impohous,  moajt. 
To  want  rapacious  jomia^AhaiDBful  vasto; 
By  coun»:i9  weak  and  wiclted,  easy  rouM^ 
To  paltiy  echcmes  of  absolute  comiuaiid. 
To  web  tbeir  apJendour  in  their  «ure  diogroce. 
And  in  a  hrokcn  raiaed  p«optp  wealth  : 
^Vben  suL-h  o'ercaat  thf  stale,  no  bond  of  lore 
No  heart,  nci  tov},  ao  umly^  no  nerval 
Combined  the  loose  disjointed  public,  lo»t 
To  fujue  abroadj  io  ha|i|kjiit:raiii  at  home. 

The  elegant  writer  upon  lh«  state  of  Portugal,  who  was 
bimself  an  eye-whnoss  of  all  the  interesting  procecdinga  i& 
LiftboQ  at  this  memorable  period,  thus  describes  the  real  con- 
dition of  Portugal  at  the  moment  when  the  people  of  Porto 
resolved  upon  the  re-establishment  of  the  Cortes ; — 

"The  extinction  of  the  few  nativo  manufactories  of  the 
kingdom,  the  total  loss  of  the  lucrative  commerce  of  Brasil, 
and  the  utter  ruin  of  agriculture  by  the  ravages  of  a  cruel  war- 
fare, had  all  conspired  to  overwhelm  the  mass  of  the  Portu- 
guese population  in  distress  and  poverty.  The  return  of  a 
season  of  tranquillity,  after  the  close  of  the  peninsular  war, 
which  should  have  healed  the  wounds  left  by  foreign  invasion 
and  national  misfortunes,  had  been  permitted  to  exercise  no 
real  salutary  influence.  On  the  contrary,  during  theae  six 
years,  the  continued  residence  of  the  court  iu  Braail,  with  the 
exactions  of  an  absentee  nobility,  the  general  corruption  of  the 
institutions  of  the  government,  and  the  misrule  of  the  regency, 
had  altogether  a^ravated,  instead  of  assuaging,  the  sufferings 
of  the  nation.  The  clergy,  and  the  harpies  of  administration, 
had  alone  flourished  amidst  the  general  calamity.  The  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  especially  the  peasantry,  were  reduced 
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to  the  lowest  etatife  of  penury  and  wretchedness;  and  tn 
arrny^  (iistingiiiHlied  uiKler  iln  British  comtuander  fordiscipline 
and  loyalty,  had  been  goaded  into  impatience  and  discoatctit 
That  beneath  such  a  system  of  mUnile  and  mi?*ery,  thp  whole 
couatry  ehculd  have  become  ripe  for  any  change,  will  excite 
wonder  in  no  reflecting  mind  :  and  il  did  not  require  the  spiril 
of  prophecy  to  anticipate  that  the  first  rcvolutionaiy  movement 
wotild  be  eagerly  embraced,  und  fiu€ce5;sfulty  prosecuted, 
against  the  corrupt  and  imbecile  ^vemment.  The  tntignifi' 
cant  manner  in  which  the  revolutioo  of  1820  was  efrec1e<l> 
ftilly  manifested  the  general  disaffection  of  the  nation  against 
its  contemptible  rulers." 

The  revfiliilion  which  had  broken  out  in  Spain  on  the  1st 
of  January,  If^SO^  would  have,  il  was  natural  to  expect,  con* 
siderable  etfect  upon  the  minds  of  the  Portuguese,  in  rousing 
them  at  last  to  a  deep  sen-seof  the  wrongs  infiicled  upon  ihcm 
by  the  errors  of  their  imbecile  rulensp     All  ciflRfles  were  suf- 
fering; misery  and  misrule  had  attained  their  height;   Portu- 
gal seemed  to  be  forgotten  by  the  royal  family,  or  regarded 
only  HR  a  colony  of  Brazil.     Under  these  circumstances^  the 
convocation  of  the  national  congress  wtu;  proclaimed  by  the 
miltlary,  and  hailed  with   acclamalionft  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Porto,  and  a  supreme  provisional  goTcmment  was  installed 
and  recogni^«d  by  all  the  local  authorities.      The  counter- 
proclamation  by  the  cardinal  patriarch  could  not  repress  tl>e 
feelings  of  the  people  at  Lisbon,  whose  voice  was  soon  loudly 
given  in  favour  of  a  revival  of  the  constitutional  syittem.     In 
the  meantime  the  cause  continued  to  prosper,  and  the  new 
government  established  itself,  with  the  regiments  attached  to 
ita  views,  at  Coimbra,  intending,  if  necessary,  to  march  upon 
the  capital,  and  confirm,  with  the  ^d  of  military  force,  the 
&ro4irmhle  dispoMtion  of  its  inhabitantH,     Happily,  this  sad 
tUemative  was  obviated;    the  regency  waa  peaceubly  di^- 
9olTed,  and  six  pcrflona  were  elected  to  form  a  provisional 
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govenimeiU.  The  union  of  the  Iwo  provisional  govcrnmcnta 
oi  Porto  and  Lisbon,  by  the  removal  of  the  former  from  Coim- 
bra  to  Alcobafa,  soon  afterwards  took  place ;  and  there  it  was 
decreed  that,  pro  Itmjjoj'e,  the  government  should  consist  of 
two  sections  ur  divisions  composed  indiscriminately  of  members 
from  Porto  and  Lisbon;  the  tirst  being  entitled  the  supreme 
executive  provisional  government;  tlie  second,  the  provisional 
govemmcnt  for  the  convocation  of  the  Cortes,  and  for  the  pre- 
vious arrangement  of  its  labours,  nnder  the  presidency  of  the 
Count  Sampayo,  Every  difficulty  being  happily  adjusted  by 
the  wisdom  and  reciprocal  hberality  of  the  niembeis  of  the 
two  govcrnmenls,  they  entered  Lisbon  on  the  1st  of  Octuber, 
1820,  without  the  attendance  of  any  troops,  amidst  the  enthu- 
siastic acclamations  of  all  ranks  of  iu  inhabitants;  and  their 
first  act  was  to  swear  fidelity  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and 
allegiance  to  the  house  of  Braganza, 

During  these  piocecdiugs,  Lord  Beresford  arrived  in  the 
Tagus  from  Brasil,  whither  ho  had  proceeded  in  order  to 
represent  to  Don  Joao  VL  the  true  state  of  his  European 
dominions ;  but,  according  to  the  authority  quoted  above,  "  so 
well  aware  of  his  deserved  popularity  with  the  troops,  and  his 
influence  over  them,  were  those  who  had  seized  the  reins  of 
government,  that  they  refused  him  permission  to  land,  lest  his 
loyal  exertions  might  produce  some  reaction  favourable  to  the 
King.*'  The  British  officers  in  the  pay  of  Portugal  were 
likewise  directed  to  quit  their  respective  regiments,  still  con- 
tinuing however  to  receive  their  pay. 

The  approaching  elections  gave  rise  to  a  variety  of  cabals 
and  intrigues,  neither  the  army  nor  the  people  of  Lisbon  being 
satisfied  with  the  method  adopted  for  the  return  of  the  mem- 
bers to  the  national  congress.  The  military  influence  was  in 
favour  of  the  Spanish  constitution,  but  with  more  liberal  pro- 
visions. Accordingly,  when  the  deputies,  to  the  number  of 
a  hundred,  among  whom  were  some  of  the  most  distinguished^ 
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indivichmls  of  the  country,  assembled  m  the  palace  of  the  \e- 
ccsaidadca  at  Bclom»  tbcy  were  directed  to  form  a  coDstitu- 
tion  fgr  tlic  acceptance  of  the  |ieoplt?»  on  the  bosisi  of  tlrnt  vt 
Spain,  modified  and  adapted  to  the  particular  circumstaticcs 
urid  wiinls  (if  PurtugaK  Oti  the  installation  of  this  general 
congress,  the  powere  of  the  proi'i&ional  government  ceased, 
and  an  executive  government  consisting  of  ten  person*,  to  act 
as  a  regency  in  the  name  of  the  king,  wad  immediately 
created,  Silveira  w^  in  the  meunwhilc  ordered  to  retire  to 
hb  estates  in  ihc  Tras  os  Moutes,  and  at  lengthy  on  the  2Dth  of 
Mfirch  Iffi!.  the  civil,  religioiifi,  and  milit-^ry  aulhiinlii-K  oflhe 
kingdom,  solemnly  declared  their  adheeioo  to  the  bases  of  the 
confttltutioii.  At  fir.st,  the  members  of  the  Corten  conducted 
themselves  with  dignity,  moderation^  and  wisdom ;  but  the 
wildnesH  of  their  nieEisuies  soun  convinced  the  nntion  tliat,  tn 
altenng  the  form  of  government,  they  had  only  exchanged  one 
rliiss  of  lyriint^  for  another.  Hence  arose  among  the  Porm- 
gue^e  people  an  inveterate  difilike  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
"  for  Ihoy  saw  their  present  rulers  actuated  by  one  unvarying 
spirit  of  hostility  against  all  that  they  revered,  and  out-doing 
the  late  regency  in  their  reckless  sacrifice  of  national  prospe- 
ri^  to  their  own  selfish  purposes. 

"A  formidable  band  of  oppositionists,"  continue.^  an  eye* 
witness,  "  stood  arrayed  against  the  new  gystero.  These  were 
ihc  parochial  clergy  and  different  religious  orders  with  which 
Poctugal  abounds.  The  ^'ast  number  of  the  latter,  the  unli- 
mited influence  which  they  posses.^  over  the  mind.'<  of  the 
people,  and  their  consummate  skill  in  directing  such  influence 
so  as  best  to  promote  their  own  private  interests,  should  have 
induced  the  Cortes  to  make  any  possible  sacrifice  to  attach 
these  powerful  allies  to  the  constitutional  party,  as  knowing 
that  their  enmity  was  not  to  be  despised.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, every  provocation  and  indignity  was  levelled  at  them, 
uid  they  were  impoverished  mid  scattered  about  the  eouQtr3\ 
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Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  the  necessity  of  diminishiDg 
the  overbearing  authority  of  the  church  in  PortugaU  but  the 
utmost  caro  and  circumspection  are  requisite  in  jiursuingthe 
difficult  work.  The  Corlcs  began  by  abusing  every  reli^ous 
institution  in  a  more  veliement  manner  than  the  greatest  lali- 
tudinarian  -would  sanction;  and  after  this  specimen  of  their 
good  will,  they  proci^eded  to  legislate  for  the  ecclesiastical 
body.  Popular  aympalliy  was  awakened  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
possessed coiiimiinities  of  monks ;  and  the  character  of  a  suffer- 
ing priesthood,  of  which  they  failed  not  to  make  the  most,  was 
enveloped  in  twofold  sanctity  among  these  zealous  devotees  of 
the  Romish  faith.  The  cruelly  practised  towards  the  patriarch 
of  Lisbon,  on  ]m  refusal  to  take  the  oath  to  the  constitution, 
aroused  ag»inst  the  Cortes  all  the  female  population," 

Nor  were  the  errors  of  the  Cortes  limited  to  their  injurious 
and  impolitic  conduct  towards  the  clerical  orders ;  for  upon  his 
landing  fn*m  Brasil,  the  amiable  sovereign  himself  experienced 
likewise  unmeasured  indignity  at  their  hands,  and  the  queen 
became  the  particular  object  of  their  contumelious  treatment 
If  it  be  true  that,  in  the  bitterness  of  her  heart,  sttmg  by  the 
sense  of  these  injuries,  she  has  been  heard  to  utter  a  prayer 
that  the  government  of  the  country  might  be  confided  to  her 
hands  for  only  four-and-twenty  hours,  in  order  to  wreak  her 
vengeance  upon  the  enemies  of  her  person,  some  palliation 
may  be  found  for  this  vindictive  feeling  in  the  outrageous  in- 
sults offered  to  her  by  the  Cortes,  from  which  even  her  sex 
and  rank  proved  no  protection.  That  she  has  ever  been  and 
continues  to  be  the  inveterate  and  active  foe  to  liberal  institu- 
tions, is  well  known  to  the  world  ;  but  this  hostility  may  have 
been  aggravated  and  confirmed  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Cortes,  Slander  has  been  very  active  with  her  moral  cha- 
racter; but  as  a  woman  and  as  a  queen,  commiseration  and 
forbearance  are  due  to  her- 

The  first  appearance  io  arms  of  the  Conde  de  Amarantc 
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failed  in  its  object,  but  the  inntional  condurt  o(  the  memben 
of  the  tortcji  prwipitalcd  Ihcir  own  fall,  and  the  king  w« 
finally  restored  to  Win  \>oi&&Qi^^\on  uf  absolute  )X)wer  The  in* 
trigi»c«  orSubflcrra.  who  now  Acquired  pohtical  distinction  in 
the  state,  led  to  numerous  di^rders,  and  placed  Don  Mi^^iietj 
upfln  vfhose  mind  his  mother  3  representations  also  had  consi- 
derable influence,  in  open  revolt  against  the  kin^ ;  and  tor  a 
time  the  exercii^of  theroya]  authority  wa^  actually  suspended. 
At  IcDglhj  through  British  influencL*.  the  «)vcretgn  was  again 
restored  to  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  hia  royal  righta,  and 
tbe  Prince  Migjei  was  conveyed  to  France  in  a  Portu^efio 
TeMcl,  on  Ills  way  to  Vienna.  Had  the  king  lived,  he  would 
probably  have  fulfilled  his  premise  of  p;iving  a  constitution  to 
\m  subjects,  but  that  was  reserved  for  Don  Pedro;  whose  first 
act,  upon  sxicceediog  to  the  crown  of  his  father,  was  to  grant 
the  present  constitutional  charter  to  the  people  of  PortugaL 
A  powerful  faction  of  absolutists,  however,  still  existed  in  the 
country',  and  hence  the  insurrections  conducted  by  their  lead- 
in;?  advocates,  Chaves  and  Abrantee,  who  in  their  eeveral 
enterprises  received  assL^t^nce  frum  Spain,  ihe  natural  enemy 
of  Lusitanian  liberty. 

The  prompt  assistance  rendered  to  the  government  of  the' 
Infanta  Recent  by  Englauil,  and  the  ability  displayed  by  all 
the  constitutional  generals,  ha^'C  happily  defeated  the  views  of 
the  Portuguese  iasurgents,  abetted  by  their  friends,  the  abso- 
luti^sts  of  Spain>  Much  however  still  remains  to  be  done 
against  monastic  intri^e,  priestly  misrepresentations,  cama- 
nllas,  and  courtiers,  for  the  defence  of  the  constitution,  and 
also,  it  should  be  admitted,  for  it»  improvement;  but  this  of 
course  will  be  gradually  ejected,  and  we  may  therefore  cn- 
CDOnge  the  rational  expectation  that  the  various  interests  of 
the  ration  will  at  length  be  combined  in  an  unanimity  of 
feeling  towards  the  support  of  the  emperors  gifl.  It  is,  as 
has  been  wisely  remarked^  by  progressive  stepSj  that  important 
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objects  are  most  securely  attained,  and  the  rejection  of  nny 
practicable  improveiueiit  upon  the  ground  lliat  it  is  not  greater, 
differs  in  substantial  effect,  but  little  from  open  and  avowed 
resistance  to  ull  improvement  whatever.  Tbe  constitution 
granted  by  the  emperor,  if  not  perfect  in  all  iU  provisions,  has 
at  least  prepari^d  the  way  for  a  better  system  of  jfovernment, 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  ratioual  freedom,  and  promuscs 
eventually  to  work  out  the  complete  renovation  of  Portugal. 
Join  therefore  with  us  in  the  joy-mspiring  cry,  which  wc  bear 
at  thiH  moment  under  our  windows — "Viva  o  Seuhor  D. 
Pedro  IV 1"    "  Viva  a  Constitu?  ao! ! !' 
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From  nclicon  the  Muica  viog  llji-ir  wuj  i 
Mi>i]iIi^'b  flowi'ty  btiukft  iovit*  llieii  utay  ; 
Now  Cotmhra  ^hiiit*  Mim-riffcV  [iri>ijil  aUxI*  ; 
And*  fired  with  joy>  I'arnaanii'  bfoomins  sod 
BriholilA  nnolhor  <l*-«r  li>vi.Hi  Athens  rivvr 
And  Bprcatl  her  Jaurcb  in  iTidiil|«iil  «kJt« ; 
Hat  wrofttli  of  laurt^Ja  otvi  grtcn  Uo  twm«» 
Witb  thrnadM  of  t^ld,  >nd  btUL^ari*  adjouis. 


LufitAb. 


Two  roadit  leail  fmm  Porto  to  Coimbra ;  the  one  parity  aluiig 
the  coast  by  Ovar  and  Aveiro,  and  thence,  leaving  the  sea  to 
the  right,  by  Palhafa,  Vcnda  Nova,  and  Marcos,  about  one 
lea^e  from  which  place  it  ItiUs  into  the  main  route  ofLiflbon, 
The  other,  Avhich  is  the  principal  road,  passes  by  S^°  Ant"  dtis 
Carvalbo«,  and  Grija,  at  a  little  distance  to  the  right  of  which 
11  situated  a  lat^  and  rich  convent  of  the  Angustine  order; 
and  then  by  Souto  Redondo  and  Santo  Antonio  to  Oliveira  de 
Azeincis,  in  the  Comarca  of  Feira,  a  small  neat  town,  fiingular ' 
ibr  its  cleanlineBs,  where  the  better  classes  are  sadly  infected 
wiUi  the  distemper  called  Fidalguia,  an  "absolute"  corse 
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upon  the  place;  tlieuce  lo  Pinlieiro  da  Benifjosta,  Atbergaria 
Nova,  and  Vciha,  where  there  is  a  good  cstalagem  kept  by 
two  prie«l«,  with  the  assistance,  or  rather  under  ihc  doEQioioi], 
of  their  sister.  One  of  the  worthy  ecclesiastics  is  an  cothn* 
siastt  in  music,  and  often  beguiles  the  ledious  hotint  of  ihe 
wearied  traveller  wiili  the  sweet  sounds  of  his  guitar,  and  if 
properly  flattered,  may  be  coaxed  out  of  a  modiuha  of  his  own 
composition.  When  any  unfortunate  accident  occurs  to  put 
the  silver  chords  of  the  good  dame's  voice  in  motion,  our  friend 
is  compelled  to  soothe  his  sorrows,  apart,  like  the  hero  of  old, 
with  the  strings  of  liis  own  lyre,  of  wlicm  the  poet  says, 

'toy  V  tZpoy  ^tra  rtflw^fitvoir  ^Apjuyyt  \iytiffw 
Tp  Sy<  6f^cr  irxprti',  Huhe  £'  iipa  tXin  A>'fpwp« 

for  the  harmony  of  the  hou&ebold  is  on  thoac  occasions  com- 
pletely interrupted. 

The  route  then  runs  on  by  SardaS,  Meslhada,  through  a  re- 
markably fine  country  to  Coimbra ;  but  being  desirous  of  visit- 
ing 0\iLr  and  Aveiro,  we  took  the  lower  road^  and  passed  the 
first  night  at  the  quinta  of  Melladas,  where  our  worthy  hoBt 
received  his  guests  with  that  same  kindness  and  liberal  honpi- 
lality  which  they  had  experienced  from  every  branch  of  his 
amiable  and  excellent  family  at  Porto  and  in  its  vicinity-  He 
showed  UB  with  pride  the  bed-room  in  which  Wellington  had 
reposed,  and  the  very  log  of  wood  in  the  court-yard  upon 
whiiii  the  hero,  who  had  reached  the  qninta  before  prepara- 
liona  could  be  completed  for  his  reception,  was  found  afdeep 
wrapped  in  hi«  military  cloak.  The  generous  praise  which 
we  heard  bedtowed  upon  the  victorious  champion  of  Porla- 
gucMs  independence,  was  as  gratifsriog  to  British  travellera  a» 
itwaa  honourable  to  the  noble  mind,  whom  none  of  the  preju- 
dice* of  his  countrymen  couW  persnade  to  withhold  the  meed 
of  praise  and  of  gratitude  due  to  England  and  the  illitstrioua 
commandw'  of  her  forces.     The  mountain  acenery  and  the 
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rich  vallies  occurring  between  Porto  nnd  Mclladas,  aoti  the 
pine-foresu  which  surround  its  neighbourhood,  rommdcd  us  of 
aome  of  the  beftutiAil  landscapes  which  we  had  arhnired  la  the 
prmincQ  of  the  Minho  ;  nor  i&  the  system  of  cultivntioti 
adopted  in  thU  district  at  all  mferior  to  the  best  modes  prac- 
tised ID  the  more  northern  parts  of  Portugal-  Having  followed 
a  by-road  to  Ovar,  through  a  country  aboundmg  with  deep 
sand  and  extensive  woods  of  pine,  wc  passed  to  the  right  of 
the  village  of  SobraJ,  where,  &&  IJiik  ohsems,  '*  begin  mouii'- 
tains  of  argillaceous  slate,  which  soon  give  way  to  a  mica 
slate,  and  introduce  a  high  range  extending  with  steep 
crowded  mountains  along  the  south  aide  of  the  Douro,  as  far 
afl  Lamego  and  beyond.  It  is  seen  in  the  distance,  even  at 
AveirOp  but  sinkfi  as  it  approaches  the  sea." 

Ovar  is  a  remarkably  neat  and  clean  town,  situated  near  the 
confluence  of  a  ftmall  river  of  the  «ame  name,  with  an  arm  of 
the  Vouga,  *'  which  i*  properly  a  lake.  It  \s  pretty  narrow 
for  three  leagues  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aveiro,  then  becomes 
much  broader  during  a  league,  forming  a  true  lake,  and  at 
length  ends  in  a  narrow  channel  a  league  long,  which  ceases 
close  to  Ovar/*  The  streets  are  remarkable  for  their  perfect 
firedom  from  filth,  and  the  habiu  of  the  people  offer  a  siiigii- 
IsT  contract  to  the  want  of  attention  Miown  in  other  Portuguciie 
towis  to  the  common  decencies  of  life.  The  womcn^  whom 
we  saw  in  the  mavket-place  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
Belling  fruit,  seated  on  the  bare  stones,  and  drawing  threads 
from  difitalfs  of  the  olden  form*  wore  large  black  hat»,  which 
fell  with  flaps  ov^r  their  shoulders;  nod  their  mantillas  also 
being  black,  the  groupe  had  an  unusually  sombre,  nay^  con- 
ventual appearance.  One  of  the  party,  who  bad  occasion  for 
opium,  found  to  his  snqjri&e  the  dispensary  of  medicines  com- 
mitted to  two  young  females,  whose  blooming  cheeks  re* 
scmbled  those  of  the  goddess  of  health  herself;  but  no  opium 
WAS  to  be  had  from  their  Botica*  eucb  was  th£  inexorable 


UPORTUGAL 


sterDncfid  with  which  they  insii^ted  upon  seeing  a  physician  9 
ctrrtiticate  as  iheir  authority  for  parting  with  a  single  drop  of 
medicine.  The  EsculapJan  resolution  of  a  woitliy  priefit  at 
Aveim,  who  enacted  the  part  of  apothecary  and  confeasor,  was 
not  formed  out  of  euch  unyielding  matemh^,  for  he  proved 
compassionate  and  compounding.  Between  Ovttr  and  Aveim. 
wo  traversed  a  distance  of  from  fouT  to  five  leagues  upon  the 
lagune  iu  a  covered  boat,  with  which  we  were  accommodated 
by  the  committee  of  the  Royal  Tobacco  Contractors,  and  thus 
wf^re  Aparcd  the  endurance  of  a  great  deal  of  heat,  to  which 
we  should  have  been  exposed  in  one  of  the  open  bazks  of  the 
place.  A  numerous  Beet  of  boats  was  employed  on  the  lake 
in  raking  up  sea-weed  for  manure,  whicli  is  disposed  on 
board  with  singular  nicety.  The  water  is  freflh^  though  only 
separated  from  the  sea  by  high  banks  of  &and,  snd  it  varies  in 
depth,  t^eldom  however  exceeding  three  or  four  feet,  and  in 
many  parts  of  it  the  boats  are  ]iUHhcd  along  by  [joles*  The 
shape  of  the  i^atls  used  for  these  little  vessels  has  a  novel  and 
striking  appearance,  about  a  quarter  of  the  large  oblong  square 
Bbeet  being  cut  out  for  the  uninterrupted  sight  of  the  steers-^ 
man,  who  msnages  his  boat  with  much  dexterity.  We  passed 
over  the  surface  of  the  lake  with  great  rapidity ;  but  ia  the 
shallow  water  our  me-n  were  frequently  obliged  to  dr»g  the 
boat  for  a  considerable  distance,  the  water  being  scarcely  up 
lo  the  calvtis  uf  their  legi$.  The  manure  brought  tu  tlie  quay 
at  Uvar  is  sold  to  the  country  people,  who  carry  it  away  to 
their  farma  in  small  carts,  with  heavy  creaking  wheels,  drawn 
by  oxen. 

As  we  approached  Aveiro,  we  observed  on  either  side  of  the 
lake  numerous  conical  stacks  of  salt,  with  a  man  aud  boy  at 
each  salt-pan,  and  in  many  instances  endeavouring  to  re^st 
the  importunities  of  the  monk^,  who  were  passing  in  boats 
from  one  place  to  another,  begging  small  dunutious  of  salt  for 
the  honour  of  St.  Peter,  whose  l£te  they  were  about  to  ccle- 
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bntte  in  their  several  convents.  The  boatmcD  remarked,  tliat 
the  salt  made  the  devotees  of  the  saint  extremely  thirsty  Ho- 
wards the  conclusion  of  their  religious  cercmooics.  Tbc  tfalt 
vruuld  not  be  marked  AI  in  the  factor's  invoice,  nor  is  its  qua- 
lily  at  all  to  be  compared  with  that  made  in  tbc  iLeighbourhood 
of  Setuval.  It  'is  chiefly  exported  to  Newfoundland  to  be 
used  in  curing  cod-fish,  and  is  imported  again  in  the  shape  of 
bacalhaS.  Some  proportion  of  it  is  carried  along  the  coast  to 
tbc  ports  of  the  Minho^  where  it  is  purchased  for  the  con* 
s(im]>tioii  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  province,  the  Tras  os  Mua- 
tes,  ond  Gahcia.  The  province  of  Beira  is  principally  fur- 
nifthefl  frijm  lhi»  neighbourhood  with  sardinha^.  This  di^itrict 
supphes  also  for  exportation,  oil,  wine,  and  oranges.  A  very 
handsome  quay  runs  along  either  aide  of  the  Vouga,  in  the 
centre  of  Aveiro^  to  a  considerables  extent,  affording  ample  con- 
veniences for  loading  vessels,  and  for  the  discharge  of  their 
coi^^s.  Aveiro  is  set  down  in  some  maps  aa  Bragan^a 
Nova- 

"  The  city  of  Aveiro,"  as  is  stated  by  Link,  "  ia  situated  in 
a  flat  and  very  marshy  country^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Vuuga. 
It  is  the  capital  of  a  corregimcnto,  has  a  corregedor  and  pro- 
vedor,  contains  fuur  parishes,  and  six  monasteries.  The  old 
walls  still  remain,  but  the  town  extends  beyond  them  ;  the 
houses  are  generally  small,  and  there  are  very  few  rich  people. 
The  river  Vouga  Hows  through  the  town»  and  then  divides  into 
two  branches,  one  to  the  left  and  southward,  running  to  the 
sea,  the  other  northward  to  Orar.  Its  trade  is  inconsiderable, 
only  small  Ixiats  cuming  to  the  town ,  nor  indeed  could  any  bjt 
fimall  ships  pa£s  the  bar,  which  is  continually  ebifting," 

The  violence  of  the  north-westt  winds,  which  are  prevalent 
on  the  coaAt,  continually  force  the  sands  forward  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  port,  and  here  therefore  as  in  the  Landcs,  and  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bourdcaux,  Monsieur  Bra- 
mantier  ft  system  of  forming  large  plantations  of  the  Pinus  Ma* 
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ritinia,  to  remirt  the  inward  pressure  of  the  accumulating  heaps, 
might  be  adopted  with  very  great  adrantage.  At  one  time  the 
evil  had  riaen  to  such  a  height,  that  the  whole  commerce  of 
Aveiro  waa  on  the  point  of  being  extin^ishcd;  for  the  bar  WM 
removed  from  its  original  poMtion  off  the  month  of  the  Vouga  na 
less  than  fifteen  miles  in  the  direction  of  PaLhaza  and  Mira. 
Nor  wa&  thi^  the  only  calamitous  effect  of  the  port  of  Aveiro 
being  choked  up,  for  the  waters  within  the  plain  became 
atagnant,  and  produced  endemial  diseases,  and  consequent 
mortality  to  an  olamiing  extent.  Early,  however,  id  the 
present  century,  measures  were  taken  by  the  gi>vemnient  to 
restore  the  port  and  commerce  of  Aveiro  to  their  former  foot- 
il^g,  and  slcjlful  i^ngineeni  were  employed,  who,  by  the  con* 
struction  of  a  bank  or  dike  of  considerable  length,  and  by  the 
contraction  of  the  chaimd  of  tlie  Vouga  in  consi^qiience,  have 
given  its  current  strength  fiuflicient  not  only  to  forco  an  open- 
ing at  the  time  through  the  opposing  accumulation  of  sands, 
but  to  prevent  their  subsequent  increase  and  conjunction. 
The  first  ellects  of  tlie^e  beneficial  improvements  were  evi- 
denced in  the  more  salubrious  state  of  the  atinot(^|>here,  in  the 
less  frequent  occurrence  cf  marsh  fevers  engendered  by  noviouft 
tniufimatu ;  and  cveiUually  in  tho  renovation  of  the  commerce 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  town.  Only  vessels,  however,  of 
amall  burden  are  able  to  come  up  into  tbc  port,  on  account  of 
the  shallow  water  over  the  bar. 

As  wo  were  about  to  leave  Aveiro,  tlio  whole  population  of 
the  place  seemed  to  be  MRldeuJy  put  into  tnolion.  Crowd:i  of 
peasants,  who  bad  come  hither  in  cider  to  attend  the  f£tc  of 
St.  Bartholomew^  were  hurrying  along  the  quay  to  lake  their 
seats  in  the  long  barks,  resembling  our  canal-boats,  though 
broader,  which  were  ready  to  take  tliem  back  to  Ovar,  Angeja, 
Ergeicira,  San  Jasinto,  Atala}-a,  and  Vagos,  situated  at  differ- 
ent points  of  tlie  lagtme.  Their  costumes  were  very  singular; 
And  one  femalos  drcsa  waa  so  remarkable,  as  to  excite  our 
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particular  ob&tTvatimi.  She  won^  a  fint' cloth  cloak,  or  niaii' 
tillft»  of  a  (lark  colour,  lined  with  silk;  heavy  gold  chains  in 
pmft:ftiMi  round  ]kev  neck;  a  large  hioad  hat,  as  coinplele  a 
defence  a^inst  the  sun  and  rain  as  an  umbrella;  but  not  a 
shoe  on  her  feet.  Snch  however  was  her  proud  bearing  and 
dignified  mien,  as  ehc  marched  slowly  to  the  bark  surrounded 
by  the  infmor  pL*u]ilc  of  hor  village,  thnt  it  might  be  que;s< 
lioned  whether  ClcopTitra  herself  took  possession  of  her  gilded 
barge  under  greater  [jomp  of  circumstance.  The  roa^l  hence  to 
Paiha^a,  leavinjf  the  Dominican  convent  to  the  right,  is  tole- 
rably good,  bat  \e.ry  sandy  in  the  greater  part,  and  pa»»c« 
through  a  country  which  is  well  cultivated  and  very  prc»duC' 
lire.  Sea-weed,  imxe-d  with  other  vegetable  sub^tancea,  forms 
the  manure  in  universal  use  throu^chout  this  dif^trkt.  Palha^a 
is  a  solitary  iitn,  not  fur  from  the  strogghiig:  village  of  the  snmc 
name,  and  upon  the  w^hole  affords  better  accommoduttori  than 
that  in  Aveiro,  whic-h  may  be  left  to  take  its  rank  with  all  the 
oilier  filthy  houBea  of  public  reception  in  Portugal. 

On  onr  road  to  Palha^a  wc  overtook  numerous  groupes  of 
rustics  returning  from  their  attendance  at  the  l%tc,  who  were 
generally  precedc^d  by  a  peasant  playing  un  a  guitar,  singing 
to  its  Qccompaniment  some  one  verse  out  of  a  long  string  of 
couplets  of  which  the  ballad  might  consist*  It  really  is  a 
cheering  sight  to  meet  with  a  party  of  these  peasants  in  their 
holiday  attire,  gaily  proceeding  homeward,  and  uniting  their 
Toice*  in  very  respectable  harmony  to  the  sounds  of  tlic  na- 
tional instrument.  SunR-tinio»  a  gra>^r  subject  forms  the 
theme  of  their  song,  and  a  hymn  is  raised  to  Nossa  Senhora, 
which,  heard  at  the  close  of  day  from  a  distance,  chaunted 
by  a  full  chorus  in  melodious  concord,  has  u  singularly 
fine  cflcct.  The  following  linae  arc  enclosed  aa  a  spea- 
men: — 

1 4iG  Uomi^nB  motUis 
Port.  2  A 
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Nfltceifl  O  Maritt  i 

£  Aurora  I  Son  niarn  ; 
Sou  luz,  Sol,  e  Lua; 
Louvada  ficjal^. 


PassiDg  through  the  village  of  Quintana,  we  found  the  iDha- 
bitsnU  and  neighbouring  pe^isantry  also  assembled  u{>on  the 
oocasion  of  the  invocation  of  St.  Bartholomew.  Two  arches^ 
composed  of  light  wood-work  covered  with  flowers,  were 
erected  across  the  road;  and  opposite  the  detached  farm- 
houses the  road  was  strewed  with  evergreens,  branches  of 
orange  and  lemon  trees,  rosemary,  bay,  and  myrtle  boughs. 
The  guitar,  and  even  the  jew'g-harp  capitally  played  upon, 
had  attracted  listening  crowds ;  and  groupea  of  happy  dancers 
were  formed  in  the  open  apace  opposite  the  church.  By  way 
of  a  feJiciloiis  contrast,  a  waltz,  to  our  infinite  amusement,  was 
maintained  with  great  spirit  between  an  infant  and  an  old 
man  of  seventy,  which,  if  not  managed  with  Parisian  elegance 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  time,  had  at  least  the  merit  of 
novelty  to  attract  a  stranger's  notice.  Did  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Catholic  Church  lead  no  further  than  to  the  innocent  en- 
joyments of  its  adherents,  it  would  be  well ;  but  these,  alas! 
form  only,  as  we  may  say,  the  poetry  of  the  system.  The  sad 
reality  remains  to  be  discovered  in  the  tyranny  of  the  confes- 
sional, in  the  arrogant  exactions  and  in  the  unchristian  impo- 
sitions of  the  papal  chair. 

Our  muleteers  regaled  themselves  at  supper  with  a  favourite 
Portuguese  dish  called  *' frangaos  emparados,"  which  to  the 
eye  resembles  a  curry ;  but  experience  does  not  allow  us  to 
pronounce  upon  its  taste.  It  consists  of  several  chickens  dis- 
membered, and  stewed  in  a  large  pan,  into  which  is  poured, 
at  a  certain  stage  of  the  preparation,  the  blood  of  the  birds, 
carefully  drained  at  the  moment  of  their  being  sacrificed  to 
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do  honour  to  tlic  traveller'^  arrival.  Rice  and  herbs  are  after- 
wards added,  and  occasionally  a  dash  of  wirw ;  and  hy  those 
whose  litomivchs  can  admit  ^iich  a  coinjKHi^ilioti,  it  is  affirmed  to 
be  pleading  to  Uic  smcU  and  piqua&t  to  the  taste.  "  Paito  de 
rola, '  or  the  hrca^t  pEirt  of  wild  doves,  served  iiji  >*ith  highly- 
saasoiKd  rice,  is  a  dish  in  ^uera)  csthnation,  and  woul^  chal- 
lenge tLie  approval  of  the  mofrt  faKtidious  truvoller.  We  had 
to  remouRtrate  with  one  of  our  guides  upon  liis  cxcessire 
attachment  to  wiiie,  which  he  wished  to  defend  l>y  pIcadiDg 
in  justificaiion  a(  his  taste  that  N.  Senhor  had  chosen  that 
liquor  for  his  hloud  to  be  converted  into.  These  getilleint*!!- 
guidee  are  always  addressed  by  the  title  of  Senhor,  and  ihoy 
employ  the  appcllatioti  when  converaiog  with  each  other, 
Their  beds  are  generally  nothing  more  than  mere  bimdlcs  of 
straw,  spread  side  by  nide,  on  a  rai.^ed  plaUurm  in  the  stable, 
with  their  burros  and  fregatas. 

We  left  our  rstalagem  at  Falha^a  two  hoiira  before  ^itmrW, 
in  order  to  profit  by  the  coolness  of  the  morning.  This  plaik 
ahould  always  be  adopted  by  persons  who  travel  thn»ugh  Por^ 
tugal  in  the  summer,  for  soon  after  nine  o'clock  the  power  of  the 
sun  becomes  qnitu  intolerable.  Some  persons  prrfLT  pursuing 
their  journey  through  the  night,  but  this  mode,  besides  de- 
priving  the  traveller  of  the  accomplishment  ol"  bin  purpose  in 
taeing  and  examining  different  objects  on  the  route,  is  fre- 
quently attejided  with  considerable  danger,  and  in  the  present 
disturbed  state  of  the  country  would  be  highly  imprudent.  A 
basin  of  chicken  brolh,  tuki^n  between  three  nn<l  four  in  the 
morning,  we  found  by  experience  to  be  an  excellent  support 
for  deciduous  nature  utitil  breakfast- time.  The  lighter  the 
food,  the  better  for  the  digestive  organs,  whose  powers  are 
much  weakened  in  most  subjects  by  the  heat  and  the  joiting 
motion  of  the  mules.  Wine  should  be  very  sparingly  used, 
and  perhaps  had  better  be  altogether  avoided.  Providence 
Kenw  to  tiftve  tempered  b«r  d^Unp  with  J^  tobabitantfi  qf 
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this  sun-exhaiisied  soil,  in  buiintifully  according  to  them  an 
abundatice  of  the  most  juicy  and  cooling  fruits,  of  exquisite 
flavour,  particulsiHy  tleiicious  waler-nielons,  wljich  are  every- 
where within  the  compass  of  tbe  poorest  purchasers.  The 
finest  species  of  melons  are  served  up  at  a  dessert,  already  cut 
into  slices^  and  often  to  the  number  of  half  a  dozen  at  once, 
and  of  different  kinds.  **  Sobre  melao — vinho  de  tostao,"  u 
a  well-known  Portuguese  adage. 

After  breakfasting  in  a  hovel  at  Venda  Nova,  we  traversed 
a  deep  sandy  district  through  pine  woods  infested  with  ban- 
ditti, and  through  extensive  thickets  of  olive  trees,  the  whole 
of  which,  aa  far  as  we  could  observe,  were  affected  with  the 

ferrugem,"  or  black  rust,  and  bore  no  fruit.  Wild  rose- 
mary, and  two  sorts  of  flowering  myrtles,  are  found  growing 
in  great  luxuriance  upon  this  Ime  in  the  hedgc-rows-  The 
inhabitants  of  Vcnda  Nova,  as  indeed  of  the  whole  line  of 
country  from  Aveiro  up  to  Coimbra,  and  along  the  coast  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  marshes,  are  sadly  scourged  by  inler- 
mitting  fevers,  of  which  many  melancholy  instances  presented 
themselves  to  our  notice  on  the  route.  The  evidences,  indeed, 
of  the  prevailing  disease  in  these  parts^  agwe,  are  everywhere 
discernible  in  the  wan  and  sickly  appearance  of  the  peasants. 
The  valleys  are  not  distinguished  by  any  picturesque  beauties; 
and  the  whole  of  our  route  this  day  would  have  been  dull  and 
tininteresting  in  the  extreme,  had  it  not  been  for  the  occa- 
sional views  which  we  caught  through  openings  in  the  forest 
of  the  bold  line  to  our  left  of  the  Serra  de  Alcoba,  and  after- 
wards of  the  height  of  the  ever-memorable  Busaco,  crowned 
by  a  monastery.  Our  principal  guide,  a  fine  athletic  man,  a 
native  of  Vianna,  had  served  in  the  Portuguese  army  when 
commanded  by  Beresford.  He  had  been  present  at  the  battle 
of  Busaco,  and  had  shared  in  every  subsequent  engagement  in 
the  peninsula.  He  gasconaded  a  good  deal  about  his  own 
personal   exploits,  and   described  in  energetic   language  the 
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unprecedented  valour  of  the  Portuguese  troops  on  the  height  of 
Busiico,  wlio  cut  lo  pieces  twclvv  or  fotirteeti  regimenUi  ctntM' 
posed  of  MesseEias  choicest  troops;  perhapa  our  hero  would 
have  adhered  more  clo«ely  to  ihe  irutli  had  he  said  companies. 
He  declared  solemnly,  and  we  had  no  rca-^on  to  doubt  bi3 
siuc'crily,  ihal  he  was  actually  afraid  to  act  uiidcr  the  com- 
mand  of  a  Portuguese  ofBccr.  and  that  he  had  taken  his 
dischai^  only  two  years  before  he  would  have  been  eulilled 
by  his  term  of  service  to  a  pension  from  the  goverumcnl.  ia 
order  that  he  nnj^Iit  not  be  exposed  to  the  cowardice  and 
tyranny  of  ihe  native  officers.  I'he  niiki  and  conciliating; 
trvatmoiit  shown  by  Briltsh  officers  to  the  Portjgnese  soldiers, 
according  to  tus  unvaniUhed  tale,  at  once  ensured  the  popu- 
larity of  the  former,  and  amoiated  and  confirmed  the  courage 
of  the  latter 

"  The  road  to  Crjimbra,"  according  to  the  statement  of 
Colonel  Jone»,  '*  which  Maasena  selected,  on  bis  advance 
from  Almeida  upon  Lisbon,  (in  September,  1810,)  passes, 
at  three  leagues  distance  from  the  town,  over  a  high  steep 
mountain  lying  perpendicular  to  his  line  of  march,  called  the 
Scrra  dc  Bunaco;  being  a  branch  of  the  large  range  of  moun- 
tains in  the  north  called  the  Serra  de  Cai-amula.  The  Serra 
dc  Busuco  closes  almost  perpendicularly  on  the  Mondego,  and 
on  its  opposite  bank  a  mountainous  branch  of  the  Surra  de 
Estrella,  called  the  Surra  de  Mnrcdla,  fomifi  nearly  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  line  of  Busaco,  creating  an  obstacle  on  the 
MHitheni  bank  i\s  great  af^  the  tormer  on  the  northern.  The 
invaders  must  pass  over  one  or  other  of  these  Serras  to  ]Kne- 
tratc  into  Estrcmadura.  Lord  Wellington  having  been  made 
accpiaintcd  with  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  march,  crossed 
the  Mondcgo,  and  occupied  Busaco  with  the  whole  of  the 
allied  forces,  which  were  thus  concentrated  on  the  first  favour- 
able point  tliat  offered  for  opposing  (he  untried  Portuguese 
levie*  lo  the  veterans  of  France. 
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"  The  Serra  of  Busaco  is  250  feet  more  elevated  tlian  the 
ground  in  its  fi-ont,  with  en  ascect  too  difficult  for  cavalry  to 
act;  and  as  its  height  nearly  precludes  the  use  of  artillery  to 
the  assailants^  it  forms  an  almost  inaltackable  position  when 
fully  ocf^upied;  but  as  the  ridge  is  eight  niiles  in  extent,  a 
considerable  army  is  required  for  that  purpose.  On  gaining 
the  suEnmit,  Masseiias  troops  had  barely  time  to  deploy,  be- 
fore they  were  charged  down  the  hill  by  the  divisions  of 
Generals  Picton,  Leilh,  and  Craiifurd,  and  in  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack>  had  rejoined 
their  comrades  in  the  plain  below.  No  further  serious  attack 
was  attempted-  The  Portuguese  troops  which  took  part  in 
the  action,  behaved  with  epirit;  and  confidence  was  thence- 
forth placed  oij  their  exertions,  which  every  subsequent 
event  strengthened,  and  after  some  further  trial  they  ranked 
nearly  on  an  equality  in  arms  with  their  insular  brethren. 
Bjt  at  length  Mas&ena  having  sjcceeded  in  turning  Lord 
Wellington's  position  at  Busaco,  by  taking  a  difficult  road  over 
the  Serra  de  Caramula,  about  six  miles  to  its  left,  the  British 
commander,  steadily  adhering  to  hig  original  iatentions,  fell 
back  through  Coimbra,  and  as  the  enemy  advanced,  leisurely 
retired  before  them.  On  entering  Coimbra,  the  French  Gene- 
ral, fully  believing,  from  there  being  no  preparation  made  to 
dispute  the  passage  of  the  Mondego,  that  the  English  intended 
to  quit  the  country,  pushed  forward  in  the  confidence  of  suc- 
cess, though  deprived,  as  he  advanced,  by  the  militia  and 
organized  peasantry,  of  all  communication  beyond  the  circuit 
of  his  cavalry-palroles.  At  Sobral  he  first  discovered  the 
formidable  works  which  covered  his  antagonists,"  arrested  his 
further  pmgress  in  the  direction  of  Lisbon,  and  compelled  him 
to  retire  to  the  strong  position  of  Santarem  upon  the  Tagus. 

The  four  principal  cities  of  the  Beira  are  Coimbra  (Conim- 
brica) ;  Vizeu,  situated  on  an  eminence  commanding  a  fertile 
plain  between  the  Mondego  and  the  Vouga,  and  said  to  have 
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b««n  fouD<]<r4l  in  tbe  tune  of  l^ertoriiis,  under  the  name  of 
Visontium,  and  &till  poss^i^ng  many  remains  of  its  Koman 
masters;  Guarda,  built  by  S:uictio  I.  on  a  mountain  of  the 
Estrella  range,  and  not  far  from  the  source  of  the  Mondcgo, 
comiuaudmg  uearly  the  ^tiole  of  tbe  province  of  Beira;  aud 
Lamego,  whose  foundation  is  attributed  to  the  people  of  Lacooia* 
aiid  which  is  said  to  have  been  rebuill  subsequentty  by  Trajan, 
and  to  have  been  denominated  Vrbs  Lamacenonim.  AUneidftf 
in  the  jtirisdictionorPiahel,  is  consideri.'d  the  strongest  place 
in  Portugal,  and  with  the  frontier  fortress  Elvas  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Alenlejor  alone  dc^Aei  v«.s  the  name  of  a  forlilied  town  i 
tor  the  remamder.  Bragau^a,  Campo  Mayor,  Evora,  Villa  Vi- 
coca,  and  Juramcnba,  onginally  sunounded  by  weak  defencfta, 
were  permitted  at  the  period  of  the  Peninsular  War  to  fall  into 
dcc&y. 

The  bighe^tt  ehain  of  mountains  in  this  central  part  of  Por- 
tugal ^8  called  the  Serra  de  E&tiella,  and  it  formh  tlic  two 
divisions  of  the  province  into  the  high  and  low  Bcira.  llie 
cultninEuit  points  of  the  ran^  are  the  Cantaro  Dclgado,  the 
Matai^  da  Serra,  and  betw'een  Guarda  and  Covilha  the  Caa- 
Inro  Magro  and  (Jordo,  and  Hie  E»pinlia»so  de.  Cam.  Near 
Guarda  the  Serra  forms  an  acute  angle,  and  trends  to  the 
90Utll> 

■*  The  Scrm  dc  Estrella,"  says  Link,  '*  is  the  Mons  Hermi- 
niiis  of  the  ancients,  and  mdiApulably  the  most  extensive  and 
k>fty  range  of  mountains  in  Portugal;  fur  in  winter  it  is  co* 
vered  with  snow  frequently  during  four  months  aud  loikger, 
and  rises  from  a  mountain-plain  which  it»eh'  in  considerably 
hi^.  Here  all  is  granite  without  exception.  It  is  a  branch 
of  the  high  range  of  uiountaiu«  that  divide  the  two  Castiies, 
and  form  the  Guadarrama,  tlie  Serra  del  Pico,  and  the  Serra 
de  Gata,  which  traverses  the  kingdom  uf  Leon.  This  chain  of 
mountains  itseH  sends  out  branches  to  Coimbra  and  Louead, 
which  then  indeed  only  run  off  in  great  mountain-plains  as  far 
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35  tlie  Cabo  da  Roc&.  It  lien  in  the  direction  of  most  of  tbc 
ranges  of  mountains  of  this  peninsula,  from  north-east  to  south* 
west.  Though  it  appears  higher  thaii  the  Gcrcz,  yet  there 
arc  no  traces  of  wild  ^oats ;  and  wolves,  and  other  wild  beasts, 
arc  also  very  rare;  the  cause  of  which  Udoubtk'M  the  number 
of  townft  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood,  aud  the  early 
population  and  culture  of  the  surrounding  country-  The 
mountains  of  Spain  aiid  Portugal  deceive  the  eye  extremely 
through  their  broken  rocks  and  wild  appearance,  which  gtre 
them  an  Alpine  character," 

The  flccncry  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coimhra  presents  an 
endless  varit'ly  of  besiultfitl  points  of  view.  The  surrounding 
hills  are  clothed  with  pioc  trees,  oaks,  cypress,  olive,  and 
oranj^e  groves,  which  produce  the  he*tt  fruit  in  Portugal*  Jt 
is  built  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre*  upon  the  breast  of  a 
hill  comniaiitling  the  Mondego,  the  elder  part  of  llie  town 
occupying  the  atecp  acclivity  on  the  western  side,  and  the 
more  modern  portion,  tlic  plain  contiguous  to  the  ri^Tr.  Its 
original  fuundation  is  attributed  to  the  Romans  three  hundred 
years  before  the  Chri>linn  »*ra,  btit  at  some  distance  Irom  its 
present  site.  That  city  was  destroyed  in  an  incursion  of  the 
barbarians,  one  of  whose  kings,  Atmis,  laid  tlie  foumlations  of 
a  new  town,  more  immediately  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mundtt> 
or  Moiidt^go-  The  summits  of  the  neighbouring  heights,  which 
are  rendered  very  productive  by  cultivation,  arc  crowned  with 
convents  and  public  biiilding:^,  whlcli  hnve  a  mo>il  jmposmg 
appearance  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  whence  the  ac- 
cuinpanying  view  was  taken.  The  episeopal  school  for  the 
education  of  ecclesiastics  is  connected  by  a  handsome  aque- 
duct with  the  convents  of  Santa  Ann^ii,  the:  Murianncs,  and 
Benedictine  monasteries,  and  the  palace  of  the  universily,  once 
the  residence  of  the  Portuguese  sovereigns,  d  idling  iiiidii^d  by 
an  elevated  square  tower,  whence  a  most  extensive  view  is 
obtained  over  the  plain  called  Campo  ch)  Mondego,  runnii^ 
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Sicvcn  milea  to  witbiti  a  ^hort  cligtance  of  the  port  of  Figucira, 
The  greater  part  of  the  university  buildings  whs  added  to  the 
royal  palace  by  the  Marquess  of  Pombal,  at  the  period  of  hi& 
mtrudnctioi)  of  a  lli<imt]gli  refonii  into  the  KyKteiti  of  MudicH 
pursued  at  the  place,  aiid  thoRC  therefore  have  a  more  modcru 
chaJTBctcn  The  interior  of  ihc  tawti,  and  particularly  i\w 
streets  of  the  upper  portion  of  it,  by  do  means  con-i«[>ond  with 
the  expectations  formed  by  the  traveller>  from  a  distuticc,  of 
its  grandeur  aiid  extent,  nor  indeed  with  tlie  appearunceof 
the  principal  street,  by  which  he  enters  on  the  Aveiru  »idc. 
lU  former  occupation  by  ilfi  barbarian  aiid  Moorish  sovereigns, 
as  a  place  of  strength  and  defence*  will  account,  however,  for 
tJic  sinpularly  narrow  space  left  for  passengers  between  llie 
lines  of  housrs. 

"  The  Mondcgo,"  to  return  again  to  the  accurate  German, 
"  in  ilA  wide  bed  winds  along  in  front  clo»e  to  the  hitl,  and 
over  it  is  a  long  atone  bridge.  The  town  forms  a  tine  and 
siirpriHing  view,  in  the  mid.st  of  a  charming  countrj%  which  it 
adorns  with  innumerable  monasteries  and  churches  along  the 
declivity  of  the  mountain.  The  single  broad  street  on  the 
plain  is  not  inhabited  by  the  rich,  because  it  is  deemed  un- 
healthy in  sunnner.  The  Mondego  is  a  bad  river,  Ibr  in 
winter  it  inundates  the  eoantry,  and  in  summer,  creeping 
slowly  along  its  bed,  leaves  marshes,  which,  as  in  all  hot 
countries,  produce  unwholesome  vapours.  In  the  distance, 
on  one  side,  arc  seen  the  high  mountains  of  Lousao ;  and  on 
the  other,  tlio  high  mountain  of  Busaco,  whose  solitary  sum- 
mit is  adorned  with  a  celebrated  monastery  of  CannelileA>  ami 
its  quinta,  with  high  shady  cypresses.  Opposite  to  Coimhra, 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  is  the  QuintEi  das  Lagrimas,  or 
Garden  of  Tears,  with  a  fountain  of  the  same  name,  which 
rijaes  at  the  foot  of  a  hili  shaded  by  fine  Portuguese  cypresses. 
Tradition  says  that  Inez  de  Castro  lived  there,  and  ^vas  there 
murdered*     lnc£  and  Dom  Pedro  showed  great  laste  in  the 
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choice  of  this  iittte  spot,  where  Coimbra,  with  the  cbarmingf 
country  arouad,  displays  itself  to  the  eye.  In  the  romantic 
^■alley  of  the  Moiidego>  the  Quinta  of  Tears  fonns  a  spot  over 
which  fancy  seems  to  hover  in  all  her  sportiveness ;  and  if 
poetry  has  ever  sent  forth  a  few  sparke  of  radiance  in  Portu- 
gal, it  has  been  the  offspring  of  this  charming  vale.  The 
mountains  round  Coimbra  consist  partly  of  a  coarse-grained 
sand-stone,  aJtemnted  with  a  grey  lime-stone.  At  a  distance 
began  high  slate-mountains,  and  here  also  a  yellowish -grey 
argillaceous  slate  changes  to  a  sand-slate,  and  this  to  a  mica- 
slate,  which  ends  in  a  granite.  The  flora  of  this  part  is  un- 
commonly beautiful/' 

It  was  the  period  for  holding  the  fair  when  we  arrived  at 
Coimbra,  and  though  the  following  day  was  the  Sabbath,  that 
consideration  had  no  influence  in  inducing  the  people  to  sus- 
pend their  employments  and  amusements ;  for  the  booths 
erected  in  one  of  the  broader  streets  were  crowded  vnth  cus- 
tomers until  a  very  late  hour,  and  the  song  and  the  dance,  and 
the  sounds  of  the  guitar,  were  heard  throughout  the  night. 
Our  hotel,  the  Passo  do  Conde,  was  situated  in  the  Rua  do 
Pafa  do  Conde ;  but  we  understood  that  we  should  have  done 
better  in  stopping  at  the  Quaes  das  Ameias,  which  has  higher 
pretensions  to  accommodate  travellers.  Our  rooms  were  so 
small  and  close,  that  we  could  scarcely  breathe  in  them  j  they 
had  one  small  window  each,  and  that  opened  upon  a  dunghill ; 
and  they  swarmed  with  troublesome  company  of  every  de- 
scription. Our  experience  would  justify  the  assertion  that  in 
summer  Coimbra  is  a  perfect  furnace,  and  almost  uninhabitable 
in  consequence ;  and  we  are  informed  that,  during  winter,  the 
cold  winds  which  blow  down  the  valley  from  the  high  range 
of  mountains  to  the  north  and  east,  render  a  residence  here  in 
the  hibernal  months  of  the  year  extremely  unpleasant  and 
inconvenient.  Our  beds,  luckily,  were  harder,  if  possible, 
than  the  boardsof  the  floor^  but  in  a  hot  country  like  Portugal 
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thi^  was  no  novelty.  The  comfort  of  a  soft  bed  tinder  such 
oppresAivc  hcat^  would  have  been  a  real  aiid  iDsiipporUblc 
misery.  Wc  had  brought  letter*  of  recommendation  frum  our 
valuable  friends  at  Porto  to  Scnhor  Lcmcllc,  a  very  learned 
brother  of  ihe  Benedictine  convL-ol,  bat  unluckily  it  beinif 
I'aeation  time,  he  was  absent.  However,  we  were  fortwnale 
in  receiving  the  obliging  attentions  of  Setihor  Ferao,  a  doctor 
in  canon  law.  who  accidentally  met  las  a  few  hours  after  our 
arrival ;  and,  observing  that  we  were  English  travellers,  with 
the  characteristic  p<^iliteness  of  most  classes  in  Portngat,  vch 
luntecred  his  services  on  the  following  day  in  conducting  us 
over  the  museum,  schools  of  philosophy,  and  other  public 
buildings  of  the  university. 

Accompanied  by  Doctor  Fcm5,  wc  first  visited  the  public 
library,  situated  on  the  western  side  of  the  «qt^are  of  the  uni- 
versity buildings.  Over  its  portal  are  inscribed  the  two  fol- 
lomng  lines,  which  may  serve -as  specimens  of  Coimbra  la* 
tinity. 

Hanc  nuguHtft  deJii  librU  Collimbriii  «cdcm« 
Ut  caput  exornct  bLbUothi<ca  »num. 

aud  on  a  tablet  undcrnerith, 

Lutiadc  hanc  vobb  ^apivnim  condirlk  srccM, 
l>uutjr«it  libri ;  miles  «l  aruaa.  labvr. 

It  consists  of  ihrL-e  ^Try  large  saloons,  filled  with  book?,  ap- 
parently of  ancient  date-  As  far  indeed  as  our  cursory  view 
enabled  us  to  remark,  the  shelves  seemed  woefully  deficient 
in  works  of  modern  literature.  It  is  opcticd  everj'  evening  for 
the  use  of  tlie  students  immediately  on  the  oonclnsion  of  liie 
public  lectures,  Tho^e  members  of  the  nnivcrsity  who  have 
attained  to  the  grade  of  doctor  in  eitlier  of  the  fiiculties^  have 
small  rooms  set  apart  for  them  in  the  library  to  read  in,  no 
books  being  permitted  to  be  taken  away.  The  library  of  the 
c:onvent  of  Benedictines  can  boast  of  a  much  finer  collection 
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of  books,  and  well  deserves  the  Qotice  of  the  traveller,  for  it  is 
more  extensive,  and  contains  works  of  more  modem  date- 
Tbe  university  gives  sufficient  employment  to  its  press  in  re- 
printing over  and  over  again  the  books  required  by  the 
students ;  but  neither  the  type  nor  tlie  paper  used  in  getting 
them  up,  would  satisfy  tho  discriminating  taste  of  an  English 
academic ;  indeed,  this  remark  will  apply  to  the  generality  of 
books  published  in  Portugal. 

The  canon  and  civil  \^yr  are  much  attended  to  at  CoimbrSf 
the  demands  of  the  different  to\vtis  in  the  provinces  for  legal 
officers,  such  as  desembargadurs,  Jniz  de  Foro,  dec.  occasion- 
ing the  number  of  law  students  to  bear  always  a  verj'  large 
proptirtion  to  those  proceeding  in  theology,  medicine,  natural 
sciences,  mathematics,  and  in  the  faculty  of  arts.  The  me- 
dical stndents  use  French  and  English  works,  priocipally,  wc 
are  told,  the  former;  tliey  are  generally  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  either  language  to  read  both  with  fluency.  The  present 
number  of  academical  students  is  said  not>to  exceed  twelve 
hundred.  The  charge  for  their  board  and  lodging  is  from  two 
to  three  pounds  of  our  money  by  the  month  ;  and  the  whole  of 
their  annual  expenses  incurred  in  eight  or  nine  months'  atten- 
dance upon  the  courses  of  public  lectures,  need  not  amount 
to  more  than  30/,  The  lectures  generally  are  open  without 
payment  to  all  the  students.  The  professors'  chairs  are  nu- 
merous, and  it  is  asserted  that,  after  Paris,  the  establishments 
of  Coimbra  are  in  all  respects  the  most  extensively  provided 
with  the  necessary  apparatus  required  for  demonstration  in  the 
several  schools  of  science. 

The  observatory  is  amply  furnished  with  instruments,  chiefly 
of  French  manufacture.  The  view  from  the  balustrade  at  the 
western  extremity  ofthisbuilding,in  the  direction  of  south-west 
across  the  Mondego,  to  the  immense  convent  of  Santa  Clara, 
extended  upon  the  brow  of  the  hill,  which  fronts  the  bridge  and 
the  town;  and  below  it  of  the  Franciscan  convent  and  chapel. 
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with  the  coniifrtiottj^  ruins  of  tlie  former  convent  of  Santa 
Clam,  now  nearly  cngulted  in  the  sand:^ ;  tlic  olivc-cbd 
heights  above,  the  orange  and  leoion  grovesi  runniiij^  below  lo 
the  Quinta  das  Lagrymas,  and  the  Fontc  dos  Amore«;  the 
course  of  the  Monclcgo  winding  down  rrum  between  the  hillfi 
situated  tu  the  east,  which  are  backed  by  the  lofty  range  of 
the  Serra  de  (»uist,  in  the  distance  beyond  which  again  are 
seen  the  summits  of  the  Serni  dc  Efttrella;  and  the  nearer 
view  of  the  thtcc  convents  and  the  bishop  a  school  or  college, 
crowning  so  many  well-wooded  heights;  of  the  aqueduct,  and 
the  beautiful  gurduns  of  the  Henedo  da  S^ududc; — alto^ethet 
present  to  the  travellers  contemplation  a  secnc  of  unrivalled 
beauty  and  iTiaguificenee.  The  arches  uf  the  doors,  and  the 
curioua  mouldings  of  the  windows,  in  the  older  part  of  Ihe 
university  buildings,  have  something  of  the  Moorish  cha- 
racter about  them  ;  and  though  not  to  be  referred  to  so  early  a 
date,  tliey  still  excile  a  considerable  degree  of  interest  froni 
their  singularity  and  antiquity.  In  the  lurgc  hall,  where  the 
public  examinaliotis  and  dispulations  are  held, — for  it  is  a  libel 
upon  the  students  to  say,  with  Coatigan  and  others,  that  they 
employ  Iheir  time  in  cutting  palilos  for  the  English, — they 
chop  logic  for  themselves, — there  is  a  complete  collection  of  the 
(wrtTALtK  of  the  Portuguese  sovereigns,  including  that  of  the 
patriot  King  Denis,  who  transferred  the  university  hither  in 
1306  from  Lisbon,  wlit^re  he  bad  originally  founded  it;— of 
John  IIL.  who  restored  the  academical  institutions  to  Coiai- 
bra,  1527.  from  L!aIkiu,  whither  ihey  had  been  brought  back 
from  the  bantus  of  the  Mondcgo,  and  had  remained  during 
some  of  the  preceding  reigns ;  and  of  Joseph  I.,  during  whose 
[Hkssesston  of  the  throne  the  Marquess  Pombal  effected  the 
most  important  reforms  in  the  established  system  of  instruc- 
tion, adding  the  fticalticji  of  mathematics  and  natural  philo- 
sophy tu  those  already  existing  of  ihcologj\  canonical  and 
civil  jumprudeocc*  and  medicine*     The  apartment  in  which 
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the  candidates  for  the  degree  of  doctor  ia  either  of  the  faeu]- 
ties  undergo  their  last  examination  in  private,  contains  the 
portrruta  of  all  the  rectors  of  the  university  in  succession  for  a 
number  of  yearfl»  suspended  on  its  walls,  and  a  more  grimj  j 
fear-inspiring  set  of  inquisitors  cannot  well  be  imagined,  under 
whose  awful  and  unrelenting  frown  the  most  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  Pandects,  the  Principia,  Pathogmonics,  and 
Pharmacology,  might  well  be  supposed  to  lose  all  its  substan- 
tial character,  and  pass  for  nothing. 

Professor  Barjoni,  whose  eon  is  a  practising  physician  at 
Porto,  has  been  employed  during  four  or  five  years  in  arrang- 
ing the  minerals  in  the  museum,  and  has  at  length  completed 
his  task.     Geology,  however,  it  is  apparent,  lias  made  no  cor- 
responding progress  here  with  that  of  the  sister  universities  in 
England ;    indeed,  it  would  be  right  to  say  thai  the  very  term 
itself  is  scarcely  understood  at  Coimbra  ,  and  however  mortify- 
ing the  avowal  may  be,  yet  most  true  it  is  that  the  learned  in 
this  seat  of  science  seem  never  yet  to  have  heard  of  dangerous 
descents  into  bears*  caves;    discoveries  of  rats' teeth,  togethei' 
with  the  album  gnecum  and  jaw-bones  of  hyenas  ;  nor  of  re- 
cent examinations  of  volcanic  mountains;  nor  of  the  remains 
of  mammoths  and  elephants  extracted  from  the  frozen  regions 
of  the  north  ;  nor  of  museums  hideous  with  fossile  reptiles,  and 
teeming  with  Hzard  tribes  extinct,  and  happily  by  diluvian 
action  converted  into  stone ;   but  still,  iu  their  very  negative 
state  of  existence,  alarming  to  the  youthful  student  by  the  po- 
lysyllabic denominations  in  which  they  are  submitted  to  his 
curious  inquiry.     The  stuffed  birds  in  this  museum  are  in  a 
very  bad  state ;  the  specimens  of  dried  and  fossil  fish  are  very 
poor ;  but  the  shells  and  minerals  are  both  extensive  and  well 
arranged.     It  contains  an  '*  Aborto"  with  its  eyes  high  on  the 
forehead,  and  which  in  other  particulars  is  characterised  by  a 
aimious  appew'ance.     Id  the  natural  philosophy  school,  which 
consists  of'three  very  lai^e  apartments,  all  most  liberally  sqp- 
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plied  with  apparatas  lor  the  profcsaors*  we  were  shown  the 
largest  magnet  kuawn  in  Europe. 

Upon  the  abolition  of  the  order  of  Jesuits  in  Portugal,  their 
colleges  and  ext«rtisive  properties  were  a|}pri>priated  to  the  usev 
of  the  university.  Tlieir  beautiful  church,  situated  in  the 
Prapa  4la  Feirn,  was  em|)kiyecl  for  noine  time  as  ihe  catheJoil, 
the  S£t  a  most  inlereslin^  Gothic  pile  of  great  aDtiquity,  and 
containing  many  curious  ancient  tombn,  beir^  clothed  in  confte- 
quenco;  and  a  part  of  their  convent  became  the  public  hoA* 
pifal  <if  the  town,  under  ihe  inspection  oflhc  university  faculty 
of  medicine.  The  muF^cum  oi  which  we  have  been  spcakmg, 
the  public  laboratory,  anil  the  NchiHil  nf  anatomy,  are  erected 
upon  the  ^und  adjoining  the  cathedral,  and  are  detached 
from  the  Pa^os  Reaes  daa  EscolaH.  The  College  of  Arlg, 
which  likewise  formerly  belonged  to  the  Jesuits,  is  a  remark- 
ably  handsome  buildinj^.  The  iKttanical  garden  is  not  yet 
completed,  but  includes  a  sulfieient  are«L  to  contain  eventually 
m  verj'  large  collection  of  plaatft.  The  large  nkunasterj'  of 
Santa  Cru?.,  in  tJie  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  more  intcrcAting 
in  eoni^equence  of  containing  the  remains  of  AI|ilion3u>  Henri- 
quez  and  SancUo  i,,  than  on  account  of  any  beauty  or  cor- 
rectue&!i  in  itrt  pretentions  to  l»e  clahM*d  as  a  Gothic  edifice. 
The  mau5oloum  of  the  former  sovereign  was  erected  by  Km- 
iiittnui*l.  This  convent,  with  a  mu^t  delighlftd  garden,  belongs 
to  tbc  Augustine  friars,  who.  in  addition  to  numerous  im)>ort- 
ani  [privileges,  enji>y  the  righl  of  apjxtinling  their  [tiiur  lu  the 
office  of  chancellor  of  the  university,  whoso  dutj'  n  la  to  su- 
perintend all  matters  of  learning,  to  preside  at  the  examina- 
tions  of  students,  and  to  confer  xbe  degree  of  doctor  in  all  tha 
difierimt  faculties.  Coimbra  pusse^sses  several  very  old  liouscs 
extremely  interesting  to  the  antiquarian  ;  but  they  are  found 
out  with  difficulty,  being  hid  in  dirty  lanen.  From  one  of 
them,  according  to  report,  a  subterranean  passage  runs  under 
the  town  to  the  river  s>de»  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  id- 
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tended  by  iU  owner  ca  a  private  way  for  escape  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. 

"  This  university^  according' to  Link^  "is  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Rector  (Reytor)  nomiQated  by  tlie  king,  but  not 
from  among  tlic  nacmbers  of  the  academy.     He  is  geoerally 
a  priest,  and  from  this  office  is  promoted  to  be  a  bishop ;  bein^ 
only  appointed  for  three  years,  but  after  the  expiration  of  that 
period,  almost  always  continued  till  another  promotion.  Above 
him  is  the  Reformatory     The  Rector  presides  in  the  Concelho  " 
dos  Decanos,  consisting  of  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  two  Fiscals  or 
Syndicos.  and  their  Secretary;  which  council  has  jurisdiction 
over  every  thing  relating  to  the  acatlemy.     All  transactions 
relative  to  the  money  and  property  of  this  very  rich  university, 
belong  to  un  auxiliary  council  of  linauce,  called  Junta  da  Fa- 
zcnda,  consisting  of  three  deputies,  a  professor  of  theology,  of 
law  and  of  calculation,   besides  the  treasurer  and  a  clerk. 
Only  one  course  of  lectures  is  gone  through  in  the  year.    They 
begin  in  autumn,  and  after  the  coDclusioa  of  the  session  in  the 
HQonth  of  May,  follow  the  public  examinations,  to  which  every 
one  must  submit  till  the  month  of  July;  after  which  follow 
about  three  months  of  vacation.     The  public  examinations  are 
in  Portuguese,  and  very  severe.     Both  the  students  and  the 
tutors  wear  a  long  black  plain  cloak,  without  sleeves,  bound 
behind  with  bands,  and  adorned  before  from  the  neck  to  the 
foot  with  two  rows  of  buttons  set  on  very  thick.     The  students 
always  go  bare-headed,  even  in  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun; 
the  tutors  and  graduates  only  wearing  a  black  cap." 

No  student  is  permitted  to  attend  a  course  of  lectures  in 
either  of  the  faculties  without  having  first  undergone  one  year 
of  preparatory  study  in  the  Royal  College  of  Arts  at  Coimbra, 
or  at  least  having  been  pronounced,  upon  examination  by  the 
professor,  competent  to  commence  in  any  particular  faculty. 
In  theology  the  student  has  to  go  through  courses  of  lectures 
during  the  terms  of  five  successive  years,  either  in  the  uni- 
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«i»ily,  Of  in  the  couveot,  to  wbich  he  may  be  attached  ;  but 
exclusively  in  Uie  university,  if  he  aspires  to  one  of  the  pro- 
fessor's chairs  in  this  Ikcalty.  The  s^me  ^xft^nt  of  lime  t* 
prescribed  for  the  attendance  upon  lectures  of  those  persons 
who  proceed  in  the  canun  and  civil  law,  ThosL*  who  look  to 
inferior  appointments  in  the  magi^lraey,  and  to  the  bur,  take 
merely  the  degree  of  Bacharel  Fonimdo ;  but  to  obtain  the 
p^de  of  doctor  in  either  of  these  faculties,  a  dixth  year  of 
study  must  be  coni])leted,  public  exercises  performed,  and  the 
Exame  Privado  undergone.  In  the  faculty  of  medicine,  an 
attendance  during  eight  years  iijitui  the  |iiiblic  lectures  is  re* 
quired,  of  which  geometry  and  algebra  form  a  part,  and  an  ad- 
ditional year  is  imposed  upon  those  who  seek  the  diKlhiction  of 
doctor  in  this  faculty.  It  has  been  questioned  whether  a  very 
superficial  knowledge  of  the  exact  sciences  might  not  be  quite 
sufficient  for  those  who  are  to  devote  themselres  to  the  divine 
nrt  uf  healing,  and  it  is  w<iid,  moreover,  thsit  the  extent  of  the 
Coimbra  hospital  is  not  by  any  means  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pones  of  clinical  lecturer,  and  that  in  this  respect,  in  anatomy, 
and  midwifery  also,  the  system  is  faulty,  being  more  theorc* 
tical  than  practical.  Tho'ie  who  are  destined  for  the  dis|)en- 
sary  attend  a  course  of  four  years'  lectures  in  botany  and 
chymistry,  and  during  the  two  last  years  of  their  academical 
studies,  practise  the  art  of  preparing  inedieiBcs  in  the  labora- 
tory attached  to  the  hospital  of  the  nniwrsily. 

:For  a  degree  in  the  mathematics  four  years  are  required, 
the  hif^her  branches  being  reserved  for  the  fonrtii,  and  the 
same  term  iikevriae  in  the  faculty  of  "Philosophia  Natural." 
which  includes  yx)ology,  mineralogy,  botany,  agricuUnre,  chy- 
mistry,  and  a  certain  extent  in  the  mathematics,  with  a  view 
to  the  accurate  knowledge  of  quantities.  An  acquaintance 
with  metallurgy  is  expected  in  those  who  would  proceed  to 
the  higher  grades  of  Ucenciate  or  of  d(X?tor  m  this  faculty. 
The  appotntments  of  the  several  professors,  accordmg  to  tbetr 
Port,  2  B 
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Atandin^  and  rank  in  the  imtveniity,  are  represented  lo  be 
very  respectable,  and  allovranceti  are  said  to  be  further  made 
for  the  KU[>|x>rt  of  tlieir  tables.  There  are,  besides,  stations  of 
dignity  and  emolument  in  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  depart* 
tneots,  exclusively  reserved  21s  rcvrurdu  for  the  laboure  of  the 
pfolesaors  in  the  task  of  public  instruction  ;  indeed,  a  hi^h  de- 
gree in  the  university  is  the  iudi^pen^able  qualification  for  ad- 
vancement to  the  higher  stations  in  the  magistracy  aa  to  cpts- 
cupal  rank. 

The  univer^ty  of  Coimbra  is  principally  Lndebted  to  the 
reform  introduced  by  the  Marquess  Pombal  for  whatever  is 
good,  wise,  and  liberal  in  its  present  syatcm ;  but  we  must 
admit,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  by  no  nwans  yet  arrived  at 
that  state  of  eK'ective  utiUty  to  the  country,  which  it  might  be 
carried  to  under  the  fot^tering  protection  of  a  free  and  €Q- 
lightened  governments  willing  Co  sacrifice  ancient  prejudices  to 
the  uncoutrouled  advancement  of  science.  It  is  true,  ob- 
served a  Portuguese  to  me  the  other  day,  and  it  cajiuot  be  de- 
nied, that  nearly  all  the  men  of  rank  and  authority  in  Portugal 
are  destitute  of  charaeter,  and  that  so  long  a&  the  c^itablished 
system  of  education  receives  no  improvement,  no  essential 
ditference  can  be  expected  in  the  moral  and  intL*lk*c-tual  con* 
dition  of  either  the  higher  or  lower  classes  of  the  people.  Few 
persons  of  very  comprehensive  acquirements  werv-  found  to 
undertake  the  direction  of  public  affairs  at  the  commencement 
of  the  constitutional  system  in  ld20.  The  wretched  policy 
pursued  in  all  matters  by  the  members  of  the  first  Cot1**3,  might 
very  fairly  be  attributed  to  a  defect  in  the  syst^^m  of  educa* 
tion.  Matters,  however,  were  much  worse  previoos  to  the 
mlterations  introduced  in  1773. 

At  the  period  of  Pombal'a  personal  visit  to  Coimbra,  autho- 
rised by  bis  aovcreigntocarry  ontherefonn  with  vigour,  PorttK 
gal  was  HO  much  occupied  with  the  flourishing  state  of  its  trade, 
that  little  care  was  bestowed  on  the  advancement  of  letters. 
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This  able  statesman,  perceiving  the  necemty  of  renovating  tbc 
public  achooK  commenced  the  important  task  at  Coimbm, 
and  considering  the  character  and  circumstances  tA'  the  times, 
tbc  still  unextinguished  power  of  the  priesthood,  and  the  pre- 
valent influence  of  the  Jesuib;  at  court  and  throughout  the 
kingdom,  he  effected  his  grand  design  in  a  manner  as  ma?»terly 
and  judiciou8,  as  the  attempt  wa.^  unpopular  and  hazardous. 

Before  h\s  improvemenu  were  admitted,  the  greater  [lurtof 
the  students  immediately  after  making  their  entries,  {"  matricu* 
lckfl/~)atthccommcncementofanacEidemi(^al  year  retired  to  their 
own  horoee,  and  did  not  return  lo  Coimbra  until  the  approach- 
ing  term  of  their  "  examcs/*  Certificates  were  never  refused 
to  them  afl  ''good  stiid«nta."  and  thus  the  several  degrees  of 
Bacharci,  Lieenciudu^  and  Doiictor,  were  conferred  upon  can- 
didates without  any  reference  to  their  acquirements.  At  thli 
time  likewise  there  wa^^  no  course  of  matheinaticjs  at  Coimbra, 
nor  of  practical  philosophy;  nor  was  there  such  a  department 
as  a  chymtcal  laboratory,  nor  a  l>otanical  garden,  nor  an  ob* 
servatory,  nor  a  muHCum.  Medicine  was  atill  in  its  infoncy, 
and  a  very  learned  profewior,  an  Englitthman,  of  the  name  of 
Goold,  who  resided  at  that  time  in  Porto,  wa»  engaged  to  give 
instructions  at  Cuimbra  in  the  tirst  rudiments  of  the  science. 
The  Portuguese  themselves  declare  that,  at  present,  in  phar- 
macy, surgery,  and  in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  the  university 
of  Coimbra  is  behindhand  neither  with  the  schools  of  Pavia.  Flo- 
rence, Montpellier,  Paris,  nor  with  those  of  Dublin,  Edinburgh, 
or  London.  As  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  tbc>'  say 
that  now  English  practitioners  are  little  thought  of  at  Lisbon 
and  Porto,  and  that  their  services  arc  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  British  residents,  die  Portugese  seldom  consulting 
them ;  whereas,  before  the  introduction  of  Pombal's  reform,  no 
one  was  supposed  to  have  any  therapeutic  knowledge  but  Eng- 
lishmen- The  study  of  the  Greek  language  was  introduced  at 
Coimbra  by  a  British  clergyimui  of  the  name  of  Birmtng- 
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hara  ;  at  the  same  time  a  school  of  inathematics  was  likewise 
opened  by  another  Englishman,  Colonel  Ferrier,  attached  to 
tbe  Portuguese  service,  chiefly  for  military  students,  at  Va- 
leof  a  do  Minho.  Thus,  without  arro^nce,  we  may  assume 
that  the  English  have  coutributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
restoration  of  learning  and  science  in  PortugsiK 

The  mantilla  worn  by  the  females  of  Coimbra  differs  from 
that  seen  at  Porto  in  having  a  pointed  projectiou  over  the 
forehead.  The  Mondego  has  now  subsided  into  a  very 
narrow  and  shallow  channel,  leaving  scarcely  sufficient  depth 
of  water  for  boats  to  pass  to  and  from  the  town.  We  have 
observed  several  large  flat-bottomed  barks,  laden  with  mer- 
chandize, with  difficulty  dragged  up  the  river  by  two  men 
with  the  assistance  of  a  large  sail  filled  by  a  favouring  gale. 
A  few  wretched- looking  huts  are  erected  on  the  edge  of  tie 
river  for  the  accommodation  of  bathers,  where  we  found  our- 
selves at  the  early  hour  of  four  in  the  morning,  surrounded 
by  women  either  employed  in  washmg,  or  in  filling  lai^ 
enrthern  pitchers  with  water  for  domestic  purposes.  In  winter 
the  river  runs  completely  over  the  bridge,  and  apertures  are 
accordingly  made  in  the  stone-work  of  the  balustrades  to 
allow  the  water  to  pass  through.  It  is  said  that  the  present 
bridge  is  the  third  which  has  been  built,  and  that  it  is  placed 
immediately  over  the  two  others,  which  were  successively 
covered  by  the  sands.  The  bed  of  the  Mondego  is  conti- 
nually rising,  and  the  same  fate  which  the  former  bridges 
experienced  seems  to  threaten  the  present  structure  at  no 
great  distance  of  time.  The  dry  bed  of  the  river  near  the  left 
bank  forms  the  Corso,  where  families  take  their  morning  and 
evening  exercise  on  horseback.  No  idea  can  be  conceived,  we 
have  been  told,  of  the  violent  torrent  of  the  Mondego  when 
swollen  by  the  winter  rains  and  tributary  mountain-streams, 
which  then  covers  large  surfaces  of  cultivable  sqiI  on  either 
side  of  its  impetuous  course  with    sand    and    round   stones, 
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and  ilius  aLiiiuaUy  creates  greater  impediments  to  the  la- 
cililicft  of  navigation.  On  tlic  south  bank  of  the  Mondego, 
where  we  now  arrived,  and  Co  tbe  left  of  the  bridge,  is 
seen  the  old  church  of  Santa  Clara  half  buried  in  the 
sands  brought  down  from  lUtr  upper  country  in  the  course  of 
ages.  The  convent  is  supposed  to  be  entirely  buried,  and  thii 
may  he  true,  fur  a  very  small  portion  of  its  walls  are  now 
visible- 

Passing  below  tlie  height,  on  which  the  K^autiful  modern 
coarent  of  Santa  Clara  is  situated,  and  learing  the  monastery 
and  church  of  the  Franciscans  also  to  the  right,  and  cro»!ifcing 
the  Fcitoria,  wc  made  our  way  to  a  RCfjuestered  spot  at  the 
bock  of  the  UL'iL^bljouring  Quitita  das  Lsgrimas,  the  Fonte  dos 
Amorcs,  the  intcreslmg  circumfitunccs  connected  with  which 
celebrated  place  form  the  subject  of  the  titlecting  episode  of 
Inez  de  Ca*tro»  introduced  by  Camocua  into  the  third  book  of 
bis  Lumd. 

The  (juinta  das  Lagrimas  was  the  residence  of  the  an- 
cestors of  Donna  Inex,  but  their  descendants  have  not  been 
very  careful  in  preserving  from  Ihe  rude  hand  of  time  so  pre- 
cious a  relic  of  antiquity ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  tbe  attach- 
ment of  the  Coimbra  students,  or  rather  their  veneration  for 
the  Relligio  loei,  the  Fonte  dos  Amores  itself  would  ionj;  since 
have  dJAappt^arcd  with  the  umbrageous  cypresses  by  which  it 
16  surrounded.  The  Portuguese  cypresses  are  magnitieeDt, 
and  at  a  distance  they  may  be  mistaken  tor  the  cedars  of 
Lebanoi\.  These  beaiiliful  trees,  and  a  tablet,  placed  over  the 
source  by  onlrr  iff  (leneral  Trant,  on  which  is  engraved  a 
stanza  of  the  Lusiad  alluding  to  the  natnc  of  the  fountain,  are 
all  that  now  remain  to  )H>int  out  to  the  traveller  the  ^ene  of 
Inez's  affection  and  death.  The  water  runs  over  a  bed  of 
atones,  wliiclt  ari>  marked  with  red  spots,  and  tlie&c  the  cre- 
dulous admirers  of  the  place  believe  to  be  nothing  lc«s  thnn 
the  Klains  of  bUxxl  shed  by  htr  cruel  murderers.     Camuenft 
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describes  the  horrid  deed  in  language  at  once  simple  and 
luuching,  and  which  does  not  lose  in  the  translation  of 
Mickle : — 

Tbus  Inez,  while  licr  cyca  to  hcavea  appeal, 

Resigns  her  bosom  to  the  murdering  steel. 

That  saavry  Deck,  whoso  mutchJcaa  form  sustaiiKid 

Tbc  loveliest  fncG  wbcr^  all  tbe  ^^rucea  reignod, 

Tb&t  sDowy  neck  wos  stDined  with  apotiting  gore  ; 

Another  svord  her  b¥clf  buflom  tore ; 

The  fiowt^rs  tbat  ghfitcned  wrth  tier  lean  bedewed. 

Now  Bhrunk  and  la-nguiehed  witb  Ler  blood  imbrued. 

As  when  a  rose,  erewhile  of  bloom  to  fa^. 

Thrown  from  the  carfrleas  virgin's  breast  away, 

Lies  faded  on  the  ^lain,  the  livinL^  rod, 

The  snowy  wbJte,  find  all  it*  fragrnDce  fied — 

So  from  her  cheeks  Ihe  ro»M  died  away, 

And  pale  in  death  tlie  beajteous  Inez  lay. 
■  *»«■» 

Nor  less  the  wild  nymphs  of  lifonde^'ft  groves 
Bewailed  the  moniory  of  her  haplen  lores ; 
Her  ^efa  ihey  wepl,  and  to  a  plaintive  rill 
Transformed  tbeir  team,  which  weeps  and  murmira  still. 
To  giTo  immoTtal  pity  to  her  woe>  . 
They  taught  the  rivUel  through  her  bowers  lo  flow  ; 
And  still  through  violet  beds  the  fountain  pours 
Its  plain^ve  wailingfl' — -. 

Donna  Inez  de  Castro,  as  Mickle  relates  in  the  historical 
introduction  to  his  beautiful  translation  of  the  Lusitanian  poet, 
was  the  daughter  of  a  Spanish  nobleman,  who  took  refuge  from 
the  tyrannical  rule  of  his  own  sovereign  at  the  court  of  Portu- 
gal, in  the  reign  of  Alphonso  IV,  Don  Pedro,  this  monarch's 
eldest  son,  enamoured  of  the  beauty  and  accomplishments  of 
the  fair  Castihan,  contracted  a  secret  marriage  with  her.  His 
conjugal  fidelity  was  not  less  remarkable  than  the  ardour  of 
his  passion.  Afraid,  however,  of  his  father  s  resentment,  the 
severity  of  whose  temper  he  well  knew,  his  intercourse  with 
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fait  briile  wa^  piivale,  and  [lassed  for  some  time  imiioticed,  as 
tuerdy  an  atiair  of  gulLantry.  Smenil  oftbu  Castilian  nobi- 
lity at  this  period  followed  the  examplo  of  the  father  of  Inez, 
by  seeking;  protection  from  tbc  rutiiaD  hands  of  Philip  within 
thu  tcrrilory  of  Portugal,  aud  were  liospiUbly  recirived  by 
Pedro  through  the  iuflucnco  of  Inez.  A  thousand  evils  were 
foreseen  by  AlphguiiON  courlior)^  in  thijt  attachment  uf  iVdro 
to  the  CaAtilku  refugees,  and  no  opportunity  was  lost  by  them 
of  exciting  the  kin^'v  uusptciuns  uf  his  soii's  polttieal  moUve«, 
and  bis  resentment  against  his  unfortunate  wife. 

Persuaded  by  her  enemies  that  I)e  Cai^tro's  death  was  ne*- 
eessary  to  the  welfare  of  tiie  state>  Alphonso  took  a  journey  to 
Coimbra,  that  he  might  see  the  lady  during  the  absence  of  the 
prince  on  a  hunting  party.  Donna  Inez,  with  her  children* 
threw  herself  at  his  feet,  and  his  heart  relented  when  he  be- 
held the  distress  of  the  beauteous  suppliant;  but  his  three 
counselloiv,  Pedro  Coello^  Alvaro  (ionsalez,  and  Diego  Pa- 
checo,  reproaching:  him  for  his  disregard  of  the  interests  of  his 
kmgdom,  he  relapsed  into  his  former  resolution.  She  was 
dragged  from  his  presence,  and  brutally  murdered  by  Coello 
and  his  two  x«£sociates,  who  immediately  presented  their  dag- 
gers to  the  king,  reeking  with  the  innocent  blood  of  the  prin* 
cess.  AIphoUM)  openly  avowed  this  horrid  assaj^Ki nation,  aM  if 
lie  had  not  made  himself  a  party  to  a  deed  which  would  heap 
eternal  disgrace  upon  his  memory. 

When  Don  Pedro  was  informed  of  the  death  of  his  beloved 
Inez,  ho  was  transported  into  the  mo^t  violent  fury.  He  took 
lip  amis  n;^inKt  his  falht-r,  and  Roon  laid  waste  the  country 
between  ihe  Minho  and  the  Douro;  but,  by  the  inlcrpositioii 
of  the  queen  and  the  ^rchhiKhi>p  of  Braga.  the  prince  was  at 
length  softened,  and  the  further  horrors  of  civil  war  suspended. 
The  injury  which  llie  prince  had  reoeired,  was  not,  however, 
to  be  effaced  from  his  memoi^  by  the  cold  reconeilialion 
effected  between  him^felf  aud  hi^  father :  and  he  sUll  continued 
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to  discover  the  strongest  marks  of  afFeclion  and  grief.  Suc- 
ceeding to  the  crown,  his  first  act  was  a  treaty  nith  the  Kiog^ 
of  Castile  for  the  mutual  surrender  of  refugee  malefactors. 
Two  of  the  murderers  of  Inez  were  sent  prisoners  accordingly 
to  Pedro>  and  were  put  to  death  under  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
tures, ha-ving  been  personally  reviled  and  struck  by  the  injured 
lover,  Pacheco  escaped.  An  assembly  of  the  stales  was  then 
summoned  at  Cantanedes,  where  Pedro  solemnly  swore  upon 
the  Gospels  lo  the  truth  of  hie  secret  espousals  with  Dofiua 
Inez,  by  a  dispensation  from  Rome,  at  Broganca;  and  the 
IK}pe's  bull  was  published  with  due  formality.  Her  body  was 
raised  from  the  giave,  attired  in  splendid  rc^lia,  placed  on 
a  maguificent  throne,  and  crowned  queen  of  Portugal, 

For  Buch  Oie  neaX  her  princely  lovtr  bote, 

i\  er  hrcat^iLeas  corac  Ihc  crown  of  LLsboa  wore  ; 

the  nobility  did  homage  before  her  skeleton,  and  kissed  the 
boneg  of  her  hands.  The  royal  corpse  was  then  interred  m 
the  monasterj'  of  Alcoba^a  with  a  pomp  before  unknown  in 
Portugal,  and  with  all  the  honours  which  became  her  rank  of 
queen.  Her  monument  is  still  extant  there  in  the  chapel  of 
royal  sepulture,  and  her  recumbent  statue  bears  the  diadem 
and  royal  robe. 

The  English  tragedy  of  "  Elvira,"  founded  upon  the  narra- 
tive of  the  hapless  attachment  of  Inez  de  Castro  and  Don 
Pedro,  and  closely  copied  from  the  declamatory  and  bombastic 
French  of  De  la  Motte,  was  written  by  Mr.  Mallet,  and  dedi- 
cated with  a  most  fulsome  political  address,  in  1752,  to  Lord 
Bute.  It  drags  its  drowsy  length  along  through  five  tedious 
acts*  The  Spanish  drama  on  this  subject  is  entitled  '*  Reynar 
despues  de  morir,"  and  is  considered  to  be  more  faithful  to 
nature  and  Camoens,  than  the  Enghsh,  French,  German,  or 
even  Portuguese  tragedies,  representing  the  same  circum- 
stances.    The  four  following  lines  from  Camoens's  Lusiad  de- 
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Mcribing  the  fond  attachment  of  Pedro  to  IncZp  are  coDfti- 
dered  by  the  Portuguese  to  be  uutruii^atably  beautiful,— 

Dc  ilin  oin  pcn»&inrn1oii  *\ac  voavitiii ; 
E  quanio  ciD  lim  cuidarn,  □  quoiito  via^ 
Eruu  tudo  juvmoniia  <Iq  nlu^ft ; 

which,  however,  MicWe  thus  successfully  attempts  m  EnglUh : 

By  niifht  bi!^  sluiubeis  bring  Uicv  lu  bu  voiBp 
By  <lay  liis  ihoti^iu  i^rilL  ivni^<l«r  o'vr  ihy  uburma  * 
By  night,  by  day,  oaoh  iliougbt  Ity  lovon eokpJuy, 
E&eb  tbought  the  mi^Tnory  or  thi?  hopr  of  Joy. 

The  country  between  Condeixa  aiid  t^imbra  is  so  fertile, 
well-watered,  and  cultivated,  that  it  is  called  the  fruit-batsket 
of  Portugal.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  town  an  inferior  sort  of 
pottery  is  made,  and  others  of  red  earthenware,  the  clay  for 
which.  Link  says,  "  is  brought  from  a  place  called  Alcarra/^i. 
Thi«  red  ware  is  made  both  glazed  and  uiiglaztKl.  lu  Portu*- 
gal  us  well  as  in  Spain,  an  excellent  method  is  used  to  keep 
water  and  other  liquoris  cool  in  the  summer.  Earthen  vessels 
are  made  of  clay,  conlaijiitig  lime  and  Iron,  so  as  lu  be  very 
porous,  but  without  glazing.  These  ve&seU,  which  are  called 
Bucaros  or  Alcarrazes,  suffer  the  moisture  to  pervade  their 
substance  in  the  form  of  a  fine  dew,  which  is  continually  eva- 
porating and  producing  cold. '  A  high  road  leads  from  Coim- 
bra  to  Ponto  da  Murcella,  where  the  rebels  were  frustrated  in 
their  intended  attack  ujx^n  Coiiiibr^t,  afler  which  iht-y  wan- 
dered about  on  the  Estrada  Nova  que  pa£sa  para  Cimadaa 
Serms  de  E«trelln.  A  finr;  route  likewise  runs  directly  hence 
by  Vizcu  to  Celorico.  Guarda>  Piuhel,  Almeida,  Uic  Spani^ 
frontier,  aiul  Citidad  Rudrigo.  Cnimbra  became  lately  the 
bcod-quartcrs  of  the  Briti&h  troops  under  the  command  of 
CUntun^  ami  was  the  most  northern  point  occupied  by  our 
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army  as  a  defence  against  Spiinish  aggression  on  Portuguesa 
iodependence- 

Leaving  Coimbra,  we  followed  the  course  of  the  Mocdego, 
on  OUT  way  to  Figueira,  for  about  four  leagues  to  Monte  Mor 
'o  Velho,  (so  called  to  distinguish  it  from  Moute  Mor  o  Novo 
de  las  Manzanas,  situated  about  two  leagues  and  a  balf  from 
Evora,  in  the  province  of  Alentejo,)  by  Alcida  and  Rio  Fria, 
traversing  the  vast  plain  called  the  Campo  do  Mondego,  The 
road  runs  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  on  a  causeway  ele- 
vated a  few  feet  above  it,  and  which  in  winter  is  generally 
impassable,  being  covered,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the 
surrounding  country,  by  the  overflowing  torrent  of  the  Mon- 
dego, This  plain  is  cultivated  with  maize,  pobras,  beans,  and 
other  vegetables^  and  extends  twenty-eight  miles  in  length  in 
the  direction  of  Figueira,  and  upon  an  average  may  be  nearly 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth  from  the  banks  of  the  river  to 
the  range  of  high  grounds  which  bound  it  to  the  north-north- 
west. Small  huts  composed  of  branches  are  erected  here 
and  there,  in  which  the  farmer  watches  his  crops,  and  fre- 
quently for  nights  together  accompanied  by  his  whole  family. 
Water  for  the  vegetables  is  procured  by  wheels  of  simple 
construction  from  pits  opened  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 
into  which  the  river  percolates  through  the  gravelly  or  stony 
soil.  Com  forms  the  wealth  of  this  part  of  the  country.  In 
the  plain  few  fixed  habitations  are  seen ;  but  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mondego  there  are  numerous  tovnis,  and  that  district 
appears  to  be  very  populous. 

The  annual  inundations  of  the  Mondego  during  the  winter 
season,  like  the  periodical  overflow  of  the  Nile,  fertilize  and 
enrich  this  widely  extended  plain.  At  that  time,  we  are  told 
that  immense  quantities  of  wild-fowl  congregate  here,  and  are 
easily  taken,  the  water  spread  over  the  soil  never  exceeding 
the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet  at  the  utmost.     A  small  boat 
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with  two  meUf  and  one  gun,  which  turns  upon  a  swivcU  are 
employed  in  their  capture,  much  in  the  same  way  aa  u|X)ii 
the  Southampton  water,  described  with  so  much  sportsmaa- 
likc  skill  and  experience  by  Colonel  Hawker.  Lampreys, 
saveis,  which  is  a  sort  of  suin,  and  other  fresh-water  fish 
afford  an  abundant  supply  of  nutritious  food  to  the  inbabitantx 
of  the  district  bordering  upon  the  Campo<  The  first  floors  of 
the  houses  in  Monte  Mor  'o  Velho  are  frequently  covered 
with  water  in  the  winter  months.  On  the  north-east  bank  of 
th<>  Mondego  there  are  inimense  herds  of  a  ^mall  breud  of 
cattle,  which  pofis  the  autumn  and  early  part  of  tlic  winter 
here,  feeding  on  the  scanty  herbage  led  by  the  farmers  kickle- 
Their  instinctive  intelligence  in  escaping  the  velocity  of  the 
currents,  and  fording  over  the  more  shallow  parts  to  some 
postun^  on  an  elevated  and  perhaps  insulated  spot,  whero 
Ihey  awciit  the  subsiding  of  tlic  waters,  is  represented  as 
something  very  extraordinary.  Pasturage  towards  the  end  of 
the  summer  is  tle6cicnt  in  the  higher  districts,  which  are  con- 
tiguous, and  then  their  inhabitants,  that  is,  after  the  moize  has 
been  rea|>ed  off  the  ground,  have  a  general  common  right,  by 
long  prescription,  to  send  their  herds  down  for  the  sake  of 
pasture  into  the  plain  of  tlie. Mondego  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  following  spring,  each  heast  being  marked  with 
its  owners  name.  Horses,  mares,  and  foals,  are  likeu'ise 
turned  out  on  the  plain  at  the  same  period.  Guards  ap- 
jiuinted  by  common  consent  are  left  lo  watch  over  the  safely 
of  these  herds  of  cattle  during  the  prevalence  of  floods,  and  to 
rescue  them,  should  any  sudden  irruption  of  the  waters  lake 
place,  and  for  this  purpose  boats  are  kept  in  constant  readi- 
ness.  At  the  beginning  of  spring,  when  the  inundations  have 
altogether  receded,  and  the  farmer  is  preparing  to  resume  his 
labours,  and  to  get  the  soil  into  a  fit  state  to  receive  the  seed, 
a  general  assemblage  of  the  owners  of  the  animals  takes  place, 
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and  with  the  aid  of  the  guardians,  a  separation  of  them  ia 
made  according  to  their  marks,  and  they  are  conducted  back 
to  the  scanty  poftures  of  the  hill  country  until  the  ensuing 
autumn,. 

On  Dur  arrival  near  Monte  Mor,  another  proof  was  afforded 
119  of  the  innate  kindness  and  politeness  of  the  Portuguese. 
A  Padre  journeying  down  to  Figiieira  for  the  benefit  of  sea- 
bathing, had  entered  into  couversatioD  with  us  on  the  road, 
and  having  preceded  us  half-an-hour,  late  in  the  evening, 
when  the  new  mooa  was  about  to  net,  and  the  stars  were 
shedding  but  a  dim  uncertain  light,  fearing  some  accident 
might  happen  to  us,  awaited  our  arrival  near  the  branches  of 
the  Mondego,  four  of  which  we  had  to  cross  to  reach  the  town 
of  Monte  Mor.  Our  guides  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
fords,  and  the  usual  road  had  been  broken  up,  and  was  conse-, 
qucntly  impassable.  We  should  have  been  placed  in  consi- 
derable peril,  had  it  not  been  for  the  friendly  watchfulness  of 
the  good  Padre,  who  conducted  us  safely  to  our  Estalagem. 
As  it  wae,  we  found  it  no  very  pleasant  termmation  to  a  hot 
ride  to  plunge  our  mules  into  the  water  girth-deep,  between, 
nine  and  ten.  These  animals  could  with  difficulty  be  per-, 
suaded,  by  whip  and  spur,  that  our  honest  intentions  were  not 
to  pass  ihe  night  in  company  with  the  water-nymphs  inhabit- 
ing these  parts  of  the  Mondego.  Monte  Mor  was  quite 
awakened  out  of  its  sleep  by  the  concert  of  music  kept  up 
between  our  fregatas,  which  united  in  expressing  their  loud 
but  inharmonious  approbation  upon  gaining  terra  firma. 

The  Estalagem  at  Monte  Mor  otfers  no  comforts  to  the 
traveller  in  return  for  having  hazarded  his  life  across  the 
waters  to  reach  it.  In  the  midst  of  every  misery  and  defi- 
ciency, when  we  had  scarcely  stretched  ourselves  in  our 
cloaks  on  the  boards,  a  party  of  young  men,  returning  from, 
some  private  dramatic  performances,  came  under  our  windows. 
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and  iiol  finding  imincdiate  admi^^ion  intu  the  house,  filled  up 
the  ibterral  by  re-actiiig,  orr  rotnmio^  aomc  o(  the  noisier  ^ccdca 
ID  Uieir  evening'ii  entert»hiine[U.  When  ut  Uiv-(th  received 
within  the  walls,  the  party  rushed  u[)  itairs,  and  performed 
the  tragic  part  of  tumbhRg  over  the  recumbent  travellers  into 
their  own  closets ;  and  it  svas  some  time  before  wc  conld  per- 
suade tlie&e  troublesome  actorb  in  real  life,  that  they  had 
already  Htrutted  and  fi'etted  more  than  the  extent  of  their 
hour. 

The  Moorish  castle  at  Monte  Mor,  now  a  splendid  pile  of 
niins,  and  a  very  interesting  spec^imen  of  Moorish  architectnre, 
is  the  property  of  the  mimieipality  of  the  town.  Like  the 
palace  at  Cuimbra,  it  ib  proudly  seated  on  an  insulated  and 
elevated  height,  overlooking  the  Campo  do  Mondcgo,  The 
best  view  of  these  extensive  remains  is  obtained  upon  the 
soutb-we&t  side,  in  passing  from  the  modern  town  to  reach  the 
causeway  leading  on  to  the  Figiieira  road,  which  we  found 
bad,  dull,  and  uninteresting.  In  the  hedges  we  observed 
aloes  in  blossom,  the  cactus  opuntJa,  pomegranates,  arbutus, 
launistinus^  olive  plant-s  luxuriant  vines,  gimi-cistu^,  and  un:i- 
brageous  cork  trees. 

The  Betnardinc  and  Cruzioa  monks,  who  were  living  in  the 
old  town  of  Morleinor  at  ihe  lime  it  was  besieged  by  the 
Moors,  saUied  forth  with  the  utmost  secresy  during  the  night, 
by  a  circuitous  route,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Abbade  Joao, 
leaving  behind  them  those  inhabit<mts,  old  men  and  male 
children,  who  were  incapable  of  bearing  arms,  and  their  fires 
slill  bnrninginorder  to  deceive  thcrr  assailants;  having,  how- 
ever, first  cut  the  throats  of  their  females,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  exposed  to  the  brutal  lust  of  the  Moom.  Coming 
unexpectedly  upon  the  intreuchments  of  their  enemies,  they 
aoon  tiirew  them  into  confusion;  and  the  Moors,  from  not 
being  able  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe,  committed  the  greater 
slaughter  upon  the  men  of  tlieir  own  body.      The  abbade 
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liaving  nearly  demolished  the  foe,  returned  id  triumph  to  the 
towii>  and,  of  course,  found  ail  the  woraen  and  female  childrea 
aiive^  with  only  red  marks  round  their  throats,  where  the  knife 
had  executed  \\s  office  in  occasioniag  a  slight  separation  be- 
tween their  unhappy  heads  and  bodies.  Thenceforth  feudal 
rights,  honors,  dignities,  and  territorial  emoluments,  fell  to  the 
share  of  tiicse  monastic  warriors;  and  now  their  descendants 
plunder  and  oppress  the  posterity  of  those  whom  their  prede- 
cessors had  detivcred  from  the  less  galling  yoke  of  the  Moora, 
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LETTER  XV. 


But  kt  my  itui!  fpFt  ntivpr  fall 

T<j  walk  Oie  iludioiis  doSitlers  pulp, 

Au(]  love  tlHT  tiigli  tiiilxjwed  rcHif, 

With  &DtJqiJc  pillara  niawy  |irm>f; 

And  storied  wiudom  richly  dj^ht. 

C«attng  a  dim  tvligioiu  light* 

There  let  iht?  ^dJiti^  urgmi  Mow 

To  the  fuli'Toiccd  quire  boluw. 

In  aervice  high  And  anthems  cl«ai, 

A«  may  with  swectnf^  through  iiiii>e  eir 

UutoJve  me  uito  eratanef, 

And  bting  oM  henveo  befure  ulne  eye*. 

IL  rtrfSBBOso. 


Alcobofa,  1827. 

PicuriRA  DA  Foz  is  a  large  and  increasing  market-town, 
situated  on  tiie  northera  bank  of  the  Mondego^  where  it 
empties  itaeir  into  the  sea,  neitrly  opposite  to  Lavaos  and 
Fenas.  Its  population  may  be  estimated  at  tea  or  eleven 
thousand  souls.  The  wiues  produced  in  the  province  of  Beira, 
to  the  north  and  east  of  the  Mondego,  are  brought  down  hither 
for  exportatioii,  and  hence  the  business  and  wealth  of  the 
place.  In  addition  to  wines,  it  exports  salt,  oil,  dried  fruits, 
and  immeose  quantities  of  oransea.    Being  altog^er  a  m<K 
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deni  town,  its  houses  are  better  built  and  handsomer,  and 
appear  much  cleaner  than  those  which  we  have  hitherto  seen  in 
our  tour<  There  is  a  private  warehouse  bere»  under  the  super- 
intendence uf  our  host,  a  wealthy  and  a  most  worthy  merchant, 
long  established  in  the  Bcira  wiac-trade.  It  is  capable  of 
containing  nearly  three  thousand  pipes  of  wine,  and  was  built 
at  an  expense  of  tvt'o  thousand  pounds,  in  a  style  so  solid  and 
perfect  as  to  do  the  architect  infinite  credit.  On  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  such  a  structure  would  not  have  cost  less  than 
twelve  thousand  pounds. 

The  proWnce  of  Beira  produces  considerable  quantities  of 
com,  and  of  a  white  wine  having  some  resemblance  to  sherry; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  grapes  not  being  properly  supported 
above  the  soil,  the  Figueira  wiue  has  the  taste  of  clay.  At 
this  moment  two  large  vessels  off  the  bar  are  taking  in  cargoes 
of  it  for  Bahia  and  Pernambuco;  but  the  exportations  to  the 
north  of  Europe,  London,  and  Hamburgh,  arc  very  inconsi- 
derable. The  cultivation  of  the  vines  in  this  province  differ* 
from  that  followed  iu  the  wine  difitrict  of  the  Douro;  for  here 
they  are  pruned  only  a  very  short  time  before  they  vegetate; 
whereas,  about  Pezo  da  Regoa,  the  superabundant  branches 
are  cutoff  almost  immediatelyafter  the  fruit  has  been  gathered 
for  the  press.  Wheat  is  more  abundantly  produced  in  the 
south  of  Portugal,  where  the  ground  is  better  adapted  for  its 
growth  than  for  any  other  grain ;  and  the  produce  of  its  vine- 
yards is  justly  considered  excellent. 

With  respect  to  the  classification  of  the  Douro  wines,  it 
may  be  important  to  observe  that  four  classes  are  generally 
enumerated;  the  first,  for  exportation,  called  Feitoria;  the 
second,  Separado ;  the  third,  Ramo,  for  wine  taverns,  whence 
possibly  the  origin  of  the  branch  of  a  tree  being  used  to  mark 
a  place  where  wines  are  sold ;  and  the  fourth,  Refugado^ 
which  is  reserved,  as  of  inferior  quality,  for  the  distillation  of 
brandy.     It  is  generally  remarked  that  the  steep  banks  of  the 
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DoHTO  yield  a  wind  of  hiffli  flavour,  but  of  low  or  Uf^t  colour ; 
and  Ihe  CVwIa  Rtva,  or  liigli  wiiie-counliy,  a  wine  more  Iiigbly 
rolourct),  but  not  so  exquisite  iu  tQAte*  Sepftrado  wines  may 
be  re^rdcd  as  of  a  completely  faUe  claA&ifinatioii,  being  very 
froquoiitly  as  good  in  quality  as  ttie  Feitom  wines ;  but  since 
they  arc  not  allnwcd  to  be  exported  to  England  direct,  the 
Porto  incMxrhaiit  hun  to  send  tlicm  first  to  Hambur^i,  whence 
they  are  ri:shi|ipcd  (o  the  port  oi  l^ndon. 

The  bathin;;  here  i»  excellent,  and  numerous  lodging-house? 
Iiave  been  mrently  erected  lor  tht^  atroninttHlaiioii  of  visitors, 
who  frequently  come  from  considerable  distances  in  the  upper 
parl^  of  the  provinces,  to  pa^vs  the  summer  moulhft  on  thr 
coast,  Tlic  rfiinains  of  an  old  castle  at  Buaroos,  reputed  to 
be  Moomh,  and  immrdintcly  overhanging  tlie  town,  formed 
the  interesting  object  of  one  of  our  afternoon  ridcfi;  but  il 
owes  more  to  historical  recollections  than  to  its  extent.  Bu- 
arcos  is  nothing  better  than  an  old  fishing  tovni,  situated  a 
little  to  the  wc»t  of  Figueiia,  The  exhausted  coaNmlne  is  in 
the  mountain,  which  rises  boldly  at  the  l>ack  of  the  town,  from 
whusT  lofty  ftiimmit  we  enjnye*!  a  magnificent  view  over  the 
bay  and  the  adjoining  country,  abounding  with  vineyards  to 
tlie  very  edge  of  the  shorir,  some  of  which  w<?  vii^itetl  mid 
found  bearing  a  luxuriant  crop  of  grapes.  Out  of  an  Engbsfa 
Wcjst-lmiia  fleel,  outward  bound,  and  cou^isting  of  one  hun* 
drcd  ships,  forty-eight  were  wTCckcd  in  1804,  between  the 
f)»rra  d'Aveiro  and  the  Monte  de  RnarixMi,  or  CaJw  di  Mon- 
dego,  including  an  extent  of  coast  of  about  four  icagues- 
U|K)n  ihiA  occa_Hion  our  host  distingiiinhrd  hiin^crlf  by  his  cou- 
rage and  hospitality,  lie  had  himself  been  a  bailor  in  early 
life.  Undaunted  by  the  dangerous  surf,  he  plunged  into  Ihe 
waves,  and  being  o  good  swimmer^  rescued  numbers  from  4 
watery  grave  by  his  own  individual  strength  and  presence  of 
mind :  and  filled  his  hoJ<pttable  mansion  with  as  many  of  ths 
unfortunate  sutTererf*  a»  Jt  would  bold. 

i*w/,  2  c 
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The  boats  on  this  pan  of  the  coast  are  beautifully  curved  at 
either  extremity,  like  an  Itidian  proa,  to  enable  them  to  cut 
their  way  through  the  violent  surfs  occasioned  by  Hie  heavy 
westerly  winds,  ^vhich  generally  commence  about  the  feast  of 
St-  Simonp  in  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  beginning  of  No- 
vember, and  prevail  throughout  the  winter  along  the  whole 
coast  of  Portugal.  The  sardinh^  fishery  cuntinues,  like  our 
oyster  fishery  between  Jersey  and  the  coast  of  Nurmandy, 
during  those  months  whose  names  include  the  letter  r;  or,  in 
other  words,  from  about  the  time  of  the  autumnal  to  the  vernal 
equinox. 

By  way  of  giving  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  sardinha  fishery  on 
this  part  of  the  coast,  and  a  profitable  direction  to  the  iuduatry 
and  enterprise  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Buarcos,  our  Figueira 
host,  vnth  a  foresight  and  liberality  which  do  his  Judgment 
and  his  heart  iufinite  credit,  has  recently  caused  a  seJne 
to  be  made  of  immense  extent,  at  an  expense  of  300/. 
together  with  the  necessary  number  of  boats  to  manage  it 
in  deep  water-  A  sort  of  company  is  formed  of  the  most  effi- 
cient persons  out  of  the  fishermen,  to  the  number  of  sixty-four, 
under  the  command  of  two  captains,  or  directors,  selected 
from  their  own  body,  and  immediately  responsible  to  the 
founder  or  renovator  of  this  fishery  for  one  tenth  of  the  pro- 
duce, as  the  interest  of  the  money  which  he  has  advanced. 
The  beneficial  effects  of  this  politic  establishment  are  already 
evidenced  in  the  more  healthy  appearance  and  superior  com- 
forts of  the  persons  whose  services  ore  engaged  in  it,  compared 
with  the  wretchedness  usually  to  be  observed  in  that  class  on 
all  other  parts  of  the  coast ;  while  a  sufficient  return  is  made 
to  the  speculator  upon  the  capital  invested  in  the  concern,  who 
has  the  proud  satisfaction  of  thus  seeing  that  his  object  has 
been  most  completely  answered  in  the  reviving  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  for  whose  advantage  alone  the  insti- 
tution was  given   existence.      One   fine  afternoon,  we  were 
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aocon^pauied  by  a  large  party  of  hi^  friends  from  Fi^cira.Jo 
witness  the  draught  of  ilu-s  enoniKJua  net,  which  bad  been 
ordered  out  expressly  for  our  amusement.  Those  who  Iiavc 
been  present  at  similar  operatioiw  ou  the  coxsts  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  may  well  imagine  the  peculiar  degree  of  interest 
with  winch  we  reg^ixletl j  uii  1hi^  uccHsiun,  the  fishermen  of 
Portugal,  whase  characteristic  vivacity  and  singular  drc55e» 
added  much  to  llie  picturesque  elTect  of  the  ^ccnc. 

The  imposition  of  burdensome  duties,  and  the  enactment  of 
impohtic  laws,  particularly  during  the  sixty  years  of  Spanish 
Uj^urpation,  inflicted  the  most  scrioua  injuries  upon  Portuguese 
comnwrce  generally,  and  particularly  upon  the  welfare  of  its 
fisheries,  which  in  the  modern  day  are  reduced  to  a  very  de- 
plorable condition.  With  an  extended  line  of  sea-coaj^t,  and 
possessing  rivers  also  aboundinsf  with  fish,  and  havin^;^  the 
additional  advanta^  of  manufacturing  her  own  salt,  Portugal 
nevertheless  is  now  ubligcrf  to  purchase  from  Algarra,  Oalicia, 
and  England,  the  fish  which  she  was  formerly  in  a  capacity  to 
export.  Instead,  too,  of  participating,  as  she  used  to  do,  in 
the  advantages  of  the  Newfoundland  fii4her>%  and  supplying 
he^^^elf  with  a  sufhciency  of  cured  fifih  for  home  couNnniplion, 
as  well  as  with  a  superfluouft  quantity  for  ealc  to  foreigners, 
she  iraprovidently  sells  her  salt  to  a  more  enterprising  people, 
and  is  content  to  pay  in  metal  for  that  which  she  could  herself 
manufacture  at  a  cheaper  rate  ;  thus  increasing  the  balance  of 
imdo  ac^dinfit  her,  and  depriviui;  herself  of  a  valuable  school  in 
which  hands  for  her  navy  might  be  formed.  Ilut  perhaj^  U 
may  be  said  that,  beyond  the  vessels  of  ^var  now  hastening  to 
decay  at  their  anchors  in  the  Tdgus,  Portugal  has  no  mnrine 
to  require  any  nursery  of  seam&n.    This  is^  apparently,  the 


The  individual  miseiy  of  the  poor  fishermen  ou  her  coasts 
inconsiderably  aggravated,  also,  by  the  tyrannical  iulcrfcrcnce 
of  the  civil  and  military  officers;  and  above  all,  by  excessive 
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duties  and  privilcgfed  riglils  possessed  over  llieir  liard  earning? 
by  tlie  cruwa,  and   a  set  ol   Ijarpies  appointed,  under  various 
denomiDatiotiB,   to  plunder  and  oppress  ihem-      During  the 
mgns  of  wise  aiKl  politic  sovcrci^s,  who  have  occupied  the 
throne  of  Portugal,  ae  the  patriot  Denis,  the  euergetic  Peter, 
and  the  prudentJohn,  the  fisheries  of  Portugal  were  protected, 
and  rendered  productive  of  considerable  wealth  to  the  country, 
and  of  revenue  to  the  crown.     Under  the  governracnt  of  Al- 
phou&o  HL,  and  that  of  Denis,   the  whale-fishery  aloug  the 
coast  of  the  Minho,  and  to  the   south  of  the  Tagus,  eo  late 
even  as  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  in  the  time  of 
Ferdinand,  was  an  important  branch  of  the  nationai  industry. 
But  though  this  source  of  profit,  as  well  as  that  arising  from 
the  Brasilian  fialieries,   is   lost  to  Portugal,  she  might  atill 
under  the  favouring  hand  of  a  free  and  enlightened  govern 
ment,  render  her  sardinha,  her  whiting,  and  tunny  tishenes 
as  certainly  productive  of  national   wealth,  individual   pros 
ptrily,  and  public  revenue,  as  the  herring- fishery  is  to  England 
or  as  it  has  been  to  Holland.      *'  Were  Ihe  sardinlm-tisher}' 
properly  carried  on,"  Link  remarks,  '*  it  might  supply  the 
place  of  bacalhao,  and  would  even  supply  the  whole  country 
with  fish-oil; '    but  in  Portugal,  almost  all  measures  of  state 
are   founded   upon  erroneous  principles;   and  from  want  of 
knowledge  and  foresight  in  her  rulers,  and  often  from  their 
want  of  integrity,  the  best  interests  of  the  country  are  either 
cruelly  mismanaged,  or,  as  in  this  instance  of  the  fisheries, 
shamefully  oppressed  and  unwisely  abandoned. 

At  Figueira,  a  rich  high-flavoured  melon  costs  about  three 
half-pence  of  our  money ;  the  largest  and  the  best  are 
frequently  to  be  procured,  at  ninepence  the  dozen,  from  the 
open  field  in  which  they  are  grown  ;  and  fruit  being  generally 
at  ibis  price  here,  a  magnificent  dessert,  such  at  least  we 
should  call  it  in  England,  may  be  placed  on  table  for  less  than 
two  shillings.     Lemons  are  invariably  supplied  in  great  abun- 
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dance  at  dinner,  which,  without  exception,  as  far  as  our  expe^ 
ricnce  has  gone,  consists  of  the  eteraal  vegetable  soup,  with 
monstrous  slices  of  bread  floating  on  its  surface ;  boiled  beef, 
bacon,  and  tongues,  served  in  the  same  dish,  the  one  as  a  set- 
off to  the  other ;  roast  or  boiled  chicken ;  a  dish  of  seasoned 
rice ;  vegetables,  such  as  potatoes  in  their  skins ;  kidney 
beans  in  the  pod,  often  old  and  hard ;  an  attempt,  perhaps,  at 
a  custard  pudding,  pastry  in  the  summer  not  being  commonly 
seen,  in  consequence  of  the  diificulty  experienced  in  procuring 
good  fresh  butter,  the  imported  Irish  not  answering  the  pur- 
pose. A  good  deal  of  wine  is  taken  at  dinner,  but  not  bran- 
died  ;  and  the  kind  politeness  of  the  host  prompts  him  to 
salute  all  his  guests  at  table  by  name.  When  the  dessert  has 
been  served,  the  good  old  custom  which  once  prevailed  at  the 
tables  of  the  better  classes  in  England,  that  is,  before  super- 
cilious fashion  had  pronounced  her  interdict  upon  all  social 
expressions  of  feeling,  is  in  Portugal  most  religiously  observed, 
and  each  person  drinks  to  the  health  of  the  other.  It  is  not 
customary  to  take  much  wine  after  the  cloth  has  been  removed, 
«or  to  flit  a  long  time  at  the  dessert,  with  which  coffee  is  fre- 
quently  served.  In  consequence  of  the  early  hour  of  dinner, 
which  in  the  convents  is  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
and  in  private  houses  at  one,  two,  or  three,  supper  forms  a 
favourite  meal,  but  now  not  so  much  so  as  formerly,  and  it  is 
always  very  sparingly  partaken  of. 

The  tea-party  at  night,  if  the  complimentary  visits  of  per- 
sons unknown  to  each  other  are  then  paid,  is  a  formal  dull 
sort  of  aisembUe^  which  not  even  the  large  goblets  of  pure 
delicious  water,  handed  round  by  the  servants  with  sweets- 
meats  and  a  variety  of  excellent  cakes,  is  at  all  able  to  enliven. 
A  formidable  battery  of  observation  is  frequently  established 
by  the  ladies  apart,  which  temerity  itself  would  scarcely  ven* 
ture  to  approach.     At  one  of  the  evening  parties  which  we 
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lately  aliended  at  Figueira,  where  we  had  tLe  guitar,  mo- 
dinhas,  and  dancing,  there  sat  in  the  centre  of  the  gi'ave  circle 
of  dames  a  nun  of  most  solemn  appearance,  in  the  coif  of  her 
order,  frowning  through  a  fringe  of  deep  black  bushy  eye- 
brows,  and,  in  all  the  sternaess  of  ascetic  virtue,  conteroptu- 
uusly  bidding  defiance  to  the  trifling  gaieties  of  life.  One 
might  have  quoted  to  this  awful  apparition  of  spotless  excel- 
lence the  lines  frani  Shakspeare'a  Midsummmer  Nights 
Dream  : — 

Vou  cjLiL  endure  llic  livfry  of  &  HUD  ; 

For  aye  to  be  in  sb&dy  cloUtcr  m^wedi 

To  liie  a  bnrren  sirtei  all  jour  lift, 

Chaunting  fftiiit  hymon  i<t  the  coM  (ruilJi-sa  loooii. 

Thrice  bleaaed  llicy  that  mattter  ro  their  bloodi 

To  u(idcrg;o  audi  maiden  pilgrimage  1 

But  (^arthJ]'>r  buppy  U  tUc  rose  distillcdi 

ThfiQ  that,  which,  witheriagon  the  virgin  thom^ 

(jrow9,  lires,  and  dies,  in  single  blc«sodnosd. 

The  barque  in  which  we  crossed  the  ferry  at  Figneira,  on 
our  way  "to  Leiria,  was  named  "  Aleluia/*  Our  mules  were 
nearly  destroyed  at  their  embarkation  and  disembarkation, 
owing  to  the  awkwardness  of  the  boatmen,  and  to  there  being 
no  falling  platforms,  upon  which  the  animals  might  safely 
walk  into  the  boat  from  the  shore.  It  was  precisely  at  this 
spot  that  the  greater  part  of  the  British  troops  under  Welling- 
ton landed  in  the  summer  of  1808. 

"  The  force  from  Cork/'  according  to  Colonel  Jones,  *'  dis- 
embarked in  Mondego  Bay  on  the  6th  of  August''  of  that  year, 
*'  and  was  joined  ten  days  afterwards  by  the  division  under 
Sir  Brent  Spencer,  making  an  army  of  14,000  infantry,  and 
200  cavalry;  with  which  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  advanced  to- 
wards Lisbon  on  the  10th  of  August.  At  this  period,  a  strong 
spirit  of  resistance  to  the  French  had  widely  spread  in  Portugal. 
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At  Leiria,  a  body  uf  (iOOO  Portuguese  troops  from  Porto  joined, 
Ixit  could  not  he  i»revailed  upon  to  make  a  forward  movement 
witli  the  British,  unless  supplied  by  tliem  wiib  daily  rations, 
which  ^va»  impracticable.  Not  bhakcn  in  his  resolution  by 
tliis  discouraging  circumstance.  Sir  Arthur  continued  his 
march  unsupported  by  more  than  1600  of  the  natives;  and  at 
Rolifa.  on  the  17tb,  drove  hefort  hint  a  cuqw  of  3000  French 
under  General  Laborde." 

Passing  from  the  ferry  by  a  deep  sandy  road  to  the  high 
grounds  towards  the  south,  which  are  covered  with  pine 
woods,  and  upon  the  itkirts  of  which  the  British  troops  re- 
mained some  time  encamped  before  their  advance  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Rolifa,  we  reached  the  confines  of  the  provmce  of 
PcHtugueae  Katremadura.  Thence  we  travelled  through  a 
dull  uninteresting  line  of  country,  conf^isting  principally  of 
sand  and  pine  forests,  to  the  Bmall  village  of  Guias,  where  we 
halted,  durin^if  the  heat  of  the  day,  at  a  small  cstalagem  far 
worse  than  any  EnL'lish  hedge  alehouse.  Indeed,  a  more 
wretched  habitettion  cannot  he  well  imagined.  Like  the  other 
cottage-hnU  which  we  observed  on  the  route,  it  Vfn»  built  of 
square  masses  of  blue  clay,  simply  hardened  by  the  rays  of 
the  aim.  Here  we  found  a  guard  of  soldiers  stationed,  as  the 
neighbouring  forest  was  infested  with  banditti.  The  master 
of  the  mn  and  a  party  of  labourers,  when  we  arrived,  were 
pariakini*  of  their  humble  meal  of  bread  and  vegeiablea 
from  one  common  dLsh ;  and  as  the  clock  of  the  parish  church 
struck  the  hour  of  twelve,  the  whole  party  rose  simultaneously 
from  their  seatsi.  and  covering  their  faces  with  their  hands, 
remained  during  some  moments  in  silent  prayer.  No  groupe 
ever  more  re-semblo.d  a  party  of  cannibala  than  the  females  of 
this  miserable  caravansary,  grandmother,  mother,  and  a  nu- 
merous progeny  nf  dirty  infants.  They  eagerly  seized  the 
remains  of  our  dish  of  gaUinha  slewed  with  onions  in  red 
wine,  and  squatting  on  their  hams»  dipped  their  broa  andhngcrs 
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umc  of  the  Komang,  Leiria  v^a-s  the  seat  of  their  goTcmmetii 
in  tluH  part  of  Liiftilatiia  ;  and  upouthc  fall  of  that  empire  in  tlie 
fifUa  century,  it  came,  with  all  the  country  to  the  north  of  the 
Tagus,  into  tJie  prisscssion  of  the  Snc^n,  who  were  thctOAeUes 
conquered  by  the  Visigoths  in  the  foUowint;,  In  the  eighth 
century,  the  Moors  made  thcmsttlvca  masters  of  tbiti  fitron^j 
place,  together  witli  the  whole  of  Portugal ;  and  it  was  sub* 
Aequently  to  their  defeat  nt  Ouriqiie  by  Alphonso  Henriquez, 
in  1130,  that  Leiria  grew  into  importance,  and  became  the  sec 
of  a  iMsliop,  and  a  royal  residence. 

The  insulated  eminence  on  which  the  old  castle  is  situated. 
iu.>m|jlelely  commanding  the  town  from  its  ramparU,  and  the 
pretty  and  well-cuUivated  valleys  rtiiming  between  the  sur* 
rounding  Kills  in  the  neighbourhood,  stands  nearly  to  the  uorth 
of  the  town.  No  landscape  scenery  can  cxoccd  in  beautv  the 
charming  points  of  view  to  be  obtained  from  these  intere»ling 
ruins,  of  which  a  sketch  is  inclosed. 

At  the  entrance  into  the  castle  from  the  south-east,  to  the 
left  hand,  and  near  the  principal  gateway,  we  found  imbedded 
longittidinally  into  the  wall,  some  large  pieces  of  a  whitish 
marble,  croAscd  by  red  veins ;  the  inscriptions  upon  which, 
deciphered  with  dlflScnlty,  prove  thmn  to  have  been  tumular 
stones  left  by  the  Romatm.  After  their  time,  ihey  rou»t  have 
been  employed  in  the  erection  uf  the  eastltr  by  those  who 
succeeded  to  their  ixissession^t.  There  were  many  of  these 
mouumentx  to  l>e  s^een  near  each  other,  but  only  two  were  at 
all  It^btc.  These  arc  givien  in  their  original  form^  u-ilh  the 
inscriptions  restored  to  their  perfect  state,  and  nn  English 
translation  for  the  benefit  of  our  country  friends.  No  liberty 
has  been  taken  with  either  inscription,  except  in  the  second, 
by  dividing  TRIPI  into  two  words^  by  which  means,  what 
would  be  otherwi&e  uninteliiglble»  becomes  plain  and  easy  to 
be  understood.     Again,  P.  A,  is  considered  to  be  one  word. 


410 


PORTUGAL 


witliout  any  divisioa  between  the  letters,  and  to  be  only  the^ 
abbreviatioa  of  PATER. 


No-  I. 

ORtGIKAl.   INSCRrFTlON. 
D   '      M   ' 

ALBVRAAE 

TITI  -    F  ■ 

AVITT  '     F  - 

D  ■     V  »     TI  -     A  -     A 

MATER, 

PC 


INTERPBETATIOIf, 

ALBVRAAE 

Tin  ■   FiiiK 

AVITI  ■     Filio 

DuumViri  TIti  Avjti  Avitiani 

MATER  ■ 

Ponendum    CuraviU 


TRANSLATION* 

Sacred  to  the  M&ne». 

To  Alburaa, 

The  Daughter  of  Titu», 

The  Son  of  Avitusj 

The  Mother  of  the  DituTUvir 

Titus  A  Vitus  Avitianus, 

Procured  this  Monument  to  be  crcctedn 
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No.  IL 

ORIGINAL    INSCRIPTION, 

D  ■    M  - 

M  •     FRONTONI 

0  ■    FRONTONI 

M  •    FRONTONI  ■     V  ■ 

AVITVS  •     P  '    A  ■ 

TRI  -    PI  '    F  ■    S  •    SIM  - 

P  '     C  ' 

S  •    T  ■    J  •    L  - 

INT£RPR£TATION. 

Diis  Manibus, 

Marco    FRONTON! 

Ollic    FRONTONI 

Marco    FRONTONI    Vopbco 

AVITYS    Prafectus    Aiidodx 

TRIbui  Flimmn  Fitiis  Suis  SIMul 

Poaeadnm  Cimvit. 

Suo  TUulo  Juaait  Locum. 

TRANSLATION. 

Sacred  to  the  Manes, 

To  Marcna  Fronto, 

To  Olla  Fronto, 

To  Marcus  Pronto  VopisciMt 

AvituB,  the  Prefect  of  the  Revenue  id  the  Com  departoient. 

To  his  three  moat  dutiful  Sons  at  the  same  time. 

Procured  this  Hoanment  to  be  erected. 

The  fdace  of  sepulture  he  ordered  ia  bis  owa  right  aad  title. 

"  A  great  part  indeed  of  this  palace,"*  observes  Murphy, 
"  is  thought  to  have  been  built  of  the  fragments  of  an  ancient 
city  called  Callipo,  which  history  shows  to  have  once  flourished 
near  this  place.     I  saw  a  gold  coin  that  was  lately  found  there 
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among  the  rubbish,  bearing  a  figure  of  a  buU  od  the  reverse 
finely  executed-  The  name,  perhaps,  should  be  written  Cal- 
liope. As  it  was  a  Roman  city,  it  might  have  been  so  called 
after  the  mother  of  Orpheus  aad  muse  of  Epic  poesy." 

To  the  right  of  the  platform,  whence  the  ascent  to  the  gate 
of  the  castle  may  be  said  to  commence,  imtnedi^tely  above  tbe 
episcopal  palace,  and  looking  due  west,  tliere  is  an  highly  in- 
teresting specimen  of  Moorish  architecture,  as  it  is  considered 
by  the  natives,  in  a  larg^  arch  of  the  principal  west  entrance, 
now  walled  up,  into  an  old  chapel,  no  longer  used  for  divine 
worship,  which  upon  a  first  hasty  view  from  a  distance  would 
appear  to  resemble  the  western  Saxon  door  of  Ifley  Church 
near  Oxford,  and  many  others  of  that  era  and  of  a  later  date. 
But  upon  a  nearer  inspection,  this  circular  arch  at  Leiria,  re- 
puted Moorish,  would  seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  rariety 
of  the  same  description  of  Gothic  arch- 

1,  The  outward  mouldinga,  which  run  round  the  receding 
arches,  are  decorated  with  a  wreath  of  flowers^  evidently  of  an 
oriental  character.  2.  The  terminations  on  either  side  are 
supported  by  columns  ornamented  with  heads  looking  up- 
wards. 3,  The  number  of  receding  arches  is  six,  and  the  cir- 
cular lines  intervening  are  alternately  charged  with  rosettes 
and  rows  of  heads  in  half  relief ;  these  heads  are  represented 
as  leaning  forward  on  one  of  the  hands,  while  the  other  grasps 
the  arch  beneath.  4.  Instead  of  the  beaks  and  tongues  of  gro* 
tesque  animals  observable  on  the  Saxon  arches  of  Ifley  Church 
near  Oxford,  and  at  St.  Peter's  in  the  east,  Oxford,  these  "Tieads 
on  hands"  distinguish  the  Leiria  arch.  5.  Above  this  circular 
arch,  again,  are  represented  in  demi-relievo  grotesque  human 
figures  of  different  shapes,  with  heads  of  oxen  and  sheep  pro- 
jecting. 6.  and  lastly.  The  arch  of  this  western  entrance  is 
supported  at  either  termination  of  its  bend  by  iive  columns; 
those  on  the  right  side  are  much  defaced  and  injured  by  time 
or  weather.     The  capitals  of  these  columns  represent  flowei^ 
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uf  ftn  oriental  character,  intermixed  with  ]ionilciicri|>t  binis 
and  ^t^squcly  8faat>cd  auimalft<  Tbcse  several  distinct  and 
charactirristic  portions  are  int^srlaced  with  each  utber,  and  coia- 
bining  curiously,  give  a  peculiar  mtcrcst  to  the  whole.  Vou 
will  form  a  more  correct  idea,  h^iwever,  uf  this  doorway  from 
the  accompanying  sketch. 

The  S^,  i>i'  cathedral  church,  i«  a  fttructurc  of  imposing 
magnitude  and  grandeur,  but  perfectly  plain.  It  is  fortunate 
that  the  poverty  of  ibe  Chapter  has  not  allowed  of  their  in* 
dulging  in  the  usual  bad  taatc  of  Portuguese  ecclesiastics,  by 
disguitiing  ibe  fiuc  proportions  and  rich  ont<irni;nts  in  stone, 
w-jtb  the  vile  bcdaubings  of  the  giltgiDgcrbrcad  order,  lis 
uncharged  simplicity  of  character  g\\e%  it  an  iiifiuito  advan- 
tage in  appearance  and  in  reality  likewise  over  the  other  Por- 
tugue»e  churches*,  in  the  interior  of  which  a  tasteless  display 
is  made  of  conventual  wealth,  to  the  annoyance  of  every  tra- 
veller who  has  not  studied  archilecture  and  the  rules  ofits 
decorations  in  the  barbarous  schools  of  that  mo9t  destructive 
sect,  British  churchwardeoa* 

Leiria  is  a  Comarca  town,  situated  on  a  plain  between  the 
small  rivers  called  Liz  and  Lena.  It  consists  of  two  parishes,  and 
contains  four  religious  houses,  two,  if  not  more  of  which  were 
burnt  Willi  the  town-house,  now  about  to  be  repuired,  by  the 
I'rench  under  Junot,  who,  finding,  according  to  Colonel  Jones's 
statement,  "that  the  Portuf^uese  were  no  longer  to  be  de- 
ceived by  promises,  and  that  partial  risings  were  becoming 
general,  decreed  that  whatM>ever  town  or  village  should  op- 
jHMMi:  the  French  troop:^  should  be  given  up  to  pillnge,  the  in* 
habitants  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  houses  levelled  with  tb« 
ground  ;  and  farther,  that  all  individnaU  found  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  under  any  circumstances,  should  be  instantly 
shot.  These  threats  were  enforced  with  a  terrible  severity  al 
Leiria  by  General  Margaron  ;  but  the  name  immortalised  as 
the  nwst  active  agent  of  these  atrocities  i^  that  of  Loischi." 
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"  The  soil  of  this  valley  is  so  productive,"'  to  employ  Murphy's 
brief  description,  "  that  with  little  labour  it  yields  abundance 
of  corn,  grapes,  and  olives ;  yet  with  all  these  advaulages,  both 
the  plough  and  the  loom  are  neglected ;  no  wooder  then  that 
nn  air  of  sadness  and  desolation  is  visible  in  everj'  street." 
The  low  hills  which  surround  the  town  are  confiposed  chlefiy 
of  sandstone,  and  are  clotlied  with  olive  and  pine  woods.  To 
the  east-south-east  of  the  town  there  is  a  remarkably  pretty  hiil, 
crowned  with  a  chapel,  to  which,  after  the  example  of  the  Sen- 
hor  do  Monte,  described  in  a  former  letter,  the  approach  is  up 
a  long  flight  of  steps  uoder  arches  plaeed  at  different  intervals. 
In  the  domestic  architecture  of  the  place,  we  have  discovered 
Bome  very  interesting  specimens,  which,  though  not  Moori&h, 
perhaps,  as  reputed,  have  strong  claims,  nevertheless,  upon  our 
consideration  for  their  antiquity. 

The  British  troops  have  been  lately  stationed  here,  aiid  ac- 
cordingly meat  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds,  poultry  and  game, 
have  attained  to  un  exorbitant  price.  We  could  only  procure 
one  miserable  cliicken  for  dinner,  and  that  cast  us  oue  crusado 
and  a  half.  There  was  no  meat  to  be  had,  and  our  condes- 
sa,  amply  furnished  with  viaticum  by  our  liberal  host  at 
Figueira,  was  reposing  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mondego. 
Sweet  cakes  and  green  tea,  bought  at  an  apothecary's,  proved 
a  most  welcome  help  out  to  our  meagre  fare.  The  large  esta- 
lagem,  opposite  a  mill  and  the  military  hospital,  might  be  ren- 
dered capable  of  affording  the  traveller  every  comfort ;  but  not 
one  thing  save  hot  water  was  to  be  had  in  the  house,  ajid  con- 
sequently it  was  half  a  morning  s  work  to  hunt  up  the  little  et- 
ceteras mentioned  above,  not  to  omit  a  fragrant  string  of  onions 
paid  for  at  nearly  the  same  rate  at  which  those  delicacies  are 
procured  in  England.  We  were  obliged  to  send  out  our 
boots  to  be  cleaned  by  a  shoemaker.  With  respect  to  those 
accommodations  which  are  indispensable  for  every  traveller 
of  either  sex,  and  will  continue  to  be  in  request  until  huma* 
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iiity  i^  divested  uf  its  present  infirmitieH,  t)ie  only  reply  to  an 
inquiry  made,  wa^i  an  impracticable  shrug  of  tbc  sbouIderA 
and  a  ntoai  decided  Degative*  No  class  of  persons  so  niucli 
as  travellers  cxpcric^icc  bow  fertile  u  motlicr  of  inveutioa  ne- 
cessity becomes. 

In  rambling  oviir  the  ruins  of  the  castle,  wc  discovered  in 
tolurubly  perfect  condition  a  beautiful  (^iocliic  chapel,  appa- 
rently of  later  date  than  the  other  portions  of  the  building; 
and,  in  a  retired  corner  ii|>ou  the  northern  side^  a  flat  stone  re- 
cently placed  over  the  body  of  a  youuj  ensign  of  the  lOth 
re^ment  of  foot,  by  his  brotlier  otliccrs.  The  tale  revealed 
by  the  inscription  was  brief  and  melancholy ;  but  still  it  was 
honourable  to  ilie  deceased,  for  it  spoke  of  bis  excellent  qua- 
lities, and  tbc  \\'arm  aflcclion  bomc  to  him  hy  his  companions 
in  arms.  It  would  not  be  a  figure  of  speech  to  say,  that  the 
mortar  which  cemented  the  stone  slab  to  a  slight  brick-woric 
raised  above  the  ground,  could  scarcely  have  been  dry,  when 
either  curiosity,  villainy,  or  hostility  to  llie  English,  tempted 
some  wretches  lo  disturb  the  hallowed  repoec  of  this  tomb, 
The  British  troops  were  no  longer  in  g<irrison  at  Leiria,  It 
wnB  impossible  for  an  EnglUh  traveller  to  see  (he  grave  of  a 
conntryman  so  disgracefully  treated,  without  feeling  a  desire 
to  restore  it  to  its  former  condition.  We  had  the  satisfactton 
uf  doing  no,  and  though  the  elTorl  may  have  led  to  nothing 
permanent, — and  what  is  so ! — yet  there  was  something  pleas- 
ing in  the  reflection,  that  at  least  for  a  time  we  had  reticued 
this  humble  moaument  from  destruction. 

The  supL-ib  forest  of  venerable  pines  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Lciria,  and  which  extends  to  the  westward  beyond  Marin- 
ha  Grande,  in  Ihe  direction  of  (he  sea-shore,  was  planted  by 
the  wise  lawgiver  of  Portugal,  Denis,  whose  noblest  fame  is, 
that  he  wa^  the  enemy  of  the  feudal  system,  tlie  promoter  of 
agricuilurc,  and  the  patron  of  a  wretched  peasantry,  of  whom 
the  Kimitanian  poet  aings. 
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Now  brave  Uiniz  toi^ru,  whom*  nobW  dre 


Now  heavenly  peace  wiile  wav'd  btr  olivo  bougU  ; 
Encli  valo  displayed  the  labour  af  tlie  |>luugh, 
Aii^  Broiled  with  joy :  tbe  rock*  on  every  sbore 
Re«ouTid  the  i^lashino;  of  ihp.  inf^rchant  oor. 
Wue  laws  are  framed^  anfl  cofutilutioni  weigfaetl, 
Aad  tbe  deep-TootDcl  baao  nfcmpirp  laid. 

Boos  til. 

The  advance  of  the   saiida  upon  the  fertile  part  of  thb 
district  has,  iu  consequeace  of  ttiis  jiine  forest  being  plant- 
etl,    been    successfully    arrested,   and    a    large    quantily    of 
timber  is  hence  aniiuaUy  supplied  for  the  purposes  of  guveni- 
ment,  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  the  glass-houao  established  at 
Marinha  by  an  English  gentleman  of  the  oame  of  Stephens, 
and  which  is  now  conducted  by  Mn  Lyiie*     "Tbe  glass  is 
very  good,"  observes  Link,  * '  though  it  does  not  possess  all  the 
lustre  of  the  English  glaas.     This  manufactory  supplies  a  great 
part  of  the  kingdom,  foreign  glass  being  subject  to  high  duties, 
though   a   great  quantity    is   still  imported  from   Bohemia/' 
Hence  the  distance  to  Batalha  is  about  two  leagues,  and  the 
road  passes  through  a  forest  of  olive  trees,  which  cover  an  im- 
mense extent  of  country  on  either  side.     The  climate  of  Por- 
tugal is  peculiarly  favourable  for  the  cultivation  of  the  olive, 
which,  with  an  increased  degree  of  attention,  might  be  made  a 
principal  source  of  its  wealth ;  but  this  is  another  important 
branch  of  Portuguese   economy  most  impoliticly  neglected. 
The  olive-tree  flourishes  in  soils  little  calculated  for  other  pro- 
ductions, and  requires  infinitely  less  care  than  the  vine.     Oil 
in  Portugal  supplies  the  place  of  butter;    its  consumption, 
therefore,  is  immense,  and  excepting  in  the  kitchens  of  the 
wealthier  classes,  butter  is  hardly  ever  used  by  the  Portu* 
guese. 

*' The  olive-tree,"  as  Link  states,  "most  abounds  in  the 
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micllAiitl  parts  of  IVrhi^l.  There  are  several  varieti€«  of  it ; 
but  in  ^tieral  tbe  Portuguese  oil  is  better  than  that  of  Spain, 
though  the  olives  are  Hmatler.  The  olivc'-lree  ia  planted  by 
•ets  (tanchocs,)  or  it  is  grafted  on  tho  wild  olive*  (azambu- 
jeiro,)  which  is  by  no  means  scarce  in  many  parts  of  Portu- 
gal. The  seta  are  cut  off  from  the  old  trocs  in  autumn,  pre- 
ftcr\-ed  in  moist  earth,  and  arc  strt  frum  the;  beginning  uf  Ja- 
nuary to  the  end  of  April,  according  to  the  i^ituation  of  the 
soil.  While  the  trees  are  young,  the  superfluous  branches  are 
cut  off;  but  the  olive-tree  bears  very  lata,  not  till  its  fifteenth 
yean  The  olives  arc  ripe  in  December  and  January;  they 
are  then  beaten  from  the  trees  by  long  poles.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  better,  were  the  olives  plucked  by  the  hand  as  in  the 
south  of  France,  Some  immedialely  press  them ;  others  shoot 
them  down  in  heaps,  throwing  salt  between  them,  and  sutler- 
ing  them  to  ferment  in  order  to  produce  more  oil,  of  whicb^ 
however,  the  quality  is  interior.  The  pcesacs  arc  worked  by 
oxen;  but  the  wantof  cleanline^ti,  both  in  the«e machines,  and 
throughout  the  whole  process,  contributes  much  to  render  the 
quality  of  the  oil  worse  than  it  mii^ht  be." 

One  of  the  itiducements  which  may  have  led  to  the  dimi- 
nished cultivatioi^  of  the  oliv^,  would  appear  to  be  the  inercase 
of  the  di^ase  called  *' Ft^rrugem,"  or  rust,  the  progrcis  of 
which  the  most  scientific  agriculturisia  in  the  country  have 
not  yet  succeeded  in  arrt^'sting.  Various  experiments  have 
been  tried  in  order  to  overcome  thU  mahidy  ;  but  the  evil  has 
continued,  and  is  now  universal-  Those  branches  which  arc 
attacked  by  it  apjwar  to  be  covered  wiih  black  soot,  and  it 
6rst  iEisjiection  wouid  lead  the  inexperienced  traveller  to  coa^ 
elude  that  lliey  had  aclualiy  been  submitted  to  the  fire.  But, 
in  fact,  tins  coat  of  dust,  which  causes  tbe  leaves  to  shrivel  and 
the  branch  eventually  to  lc$e  its  moisture  and  perish,  is  an 
aggrcgution  of  myriads  of  a  small  dark-coloured  insect,  very  di- 
miuutivc  in  size,  and  oaly  lobe  diattucUy  discerned  by  the  finest 
PoiL  2d 
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microscope.  It  muUiplies  its  species  rapidly,  and  6ooa  colo- 
nizes over  the  whole  tree.  Link  considers  it  to  belong  "to 
the  family  of  Coccus,  but  not  yet  established  as  a  separate 
ftpecies/'  The  government  should  take  this  matter  up,  for  at 
present  Portugal  does  not  grow  Bufiicient  oil  for  her  own  con- 
sumption, and  she  is  therefore  compelled  to  import  annually 
large  quantities  of  it  from  Newfoundland,  which  is  paid  for 
partly  in  salt  and  partly  in  specie,  and  the  result  of  this  bad 
systetQ  i^,  that  the  balance  of  trade  continually  receives  an 
augmentation  against  her.  Were  the  olive  plantations  better 
managed,  and  the  farmer  encouraged  and  protected  by  the 
government,  Portugal  might  produce  sufficient  oil  for  her  own 
consumption  and  for  exportation,  and  even  manufacture  her 
own  soap  of  a  far  superior  quality  to  the  foreign  article,  iato 
whose  compoeition  animal  oil  is  admitted.  The  oil  of  Florence 
ud  of  Provence  is  not  conaidered  to  be  superior  in  delicate 
quality  to  the  good  Portuguese  oil  when  properly  made.  We 
have  remarked  that  the  olive-trees  which  were  wantonly  cut 
down  by  the  French  armies  are  now  in  a  more  vigorous  stale 
for  bearing  Iruit  than  the  others. 

Owing  to  a  want  also  of  judicious  encouragement,  the  Por- 
tuguese are  very  much  behind  the  French  and  itahans  in  the 
art  of  extracting  the  oil  from  the  fruit.  Several  works,  how- 
ever, have  been  written  on  this  subject,  and  a  treatise  by  Seo- 
hor  Dalabella,  a  doctor  in  medicine  at  Coimbra,  is  highly 
spoken  of,  and  as  only  requiring  to  be  spread  about  the 
country  among  the  farmers,  with  injunctions  to  adhere  strictly 
to  its  suggestions  for  the  manufacture  of  oil>  to  produce  a  very 
beneficial  change  in  the  plan  at  present  followed.  But,  after 
all,  the  grand  obstacle  to  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of 
oil  is  to  be  found  in  the  oppression  of  the  exclusive  privilege 
gnmted  by  the  crown  in  ancient  times  to  Fidalgos  and  reli- 
gious corporations,  that  no  other  persons  besides  themselves 
should  be  permitted  to  keep  oil  presses,  called  in  Portuguese 
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Lagares  d*  Azeite.  The  injuricnts  consequence  of  this  moDO* 
poly  accorded  to  the  nobility  aud  convents  i»,  that  the  furmcre 
wtj  very  frvquently  compelled,  from  waut  of  infiueuce  or  of 
the  mcanft  to  obtairt  the  use  of  the  Lug:are9  by  bribes,  to  wtit 
for  their  turn  until  the  moaths  of  May  or  June,  by  which  time 
their  crops  of  fruit  have  become  rotten,  and  Die  produce  is  in- 
fertor  in  quality  as  well  as  in  quantity.  Thus  the  grower  is 
impoverished,  the  jcvcmnicnl  derive*  no  benefit  from  the  cul- 
ture, and  the  people  at  large  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  the 
bad  oil  when  the  be>st  might  be  produced  on  their  own  soil,  or 
purcbaj^e  that  of  a  itupenor  kind  from  foreign  countries.  In 
9onie  years  the  crop  of  olives  is  so  very  deficient  in  quantity, 
smd  the  price  of  nativx^  oil  so  much  advauced,  in  cuDsequcuce, 
t the  poor  people  arc  mmble  to  purchase  it;  aud  this  priva* 
is  sewrely  felt  in  Lent,  when  the  rulers  of  the  Koinish 
church  inhibit  the  use  of  fiesh,  and  the  ordinary  food  of  the 
lower  orders  is  bacii!ha5,  and  vegetables*  dressed  with  oil. 

The  grnnd,  and  indeed  the  only  attraction  to  draw  a  stranger 
to  the  village  of  Batalha,  is  the  beautiful  Dominican  abbey 

d  church,  founded  tliere  by  the  bastard  John  at  the  close  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  in  commemoration  of  the  aignal  victory 
obtained  by  his  troops  over  the  numerous  forces  of  Castile  on 
the  fiu'ld  o{  Aljuburrota.  "  The  s'ght  of  this  edifice,"  saya 
Uurphy,  "vrould  have  amply  repaid  a  longer  journey,  even 

ough  leas  pleasant,  than  that  I  had  just  experienced;  and 
what  enhanced  the  pleasure  of  the  prospect,  was  the  unex- 
pected view  of  It  at  an  hour  when  the  sun  was  setting,  and 
every  turret  was  gilded  with  the  radiance  of  his  descending 
beams.  Thi?  buej'  assemblage  of  spires,  pinnacles,  buttre«>*es, 
and  windows;  their  deep  projecting  shadows,  the  Siberian  so- 
litude of  the  place,  and  the  venerable  appearance  of  the  friars, 
rendered  this  one  of  the  most  remarkable  scenes  1  ever 
beheld/'  It  was  just  a:  such  a  moment  that  the  monastery 
burst  upon  us  at  once,  as  we  passed  down  into  the  valley,  tiom 
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a- narrow  road,  which  wouod  for  some  considerable  distamx 
under  the  umbrageous  canopy  of  old  faotastio  oakfi*  The  stir- 
roundiug  liilU  are  pretty,  thougli  they  attain  to  no  great  eleva- 
tion. In  the  accompanying  sketch  you  will  find  a  faithful 
representation  of  the  abbey  a&  it  now  stands,  as  well  as  of  the 
ftcencty  of  the  valley,  "  The  singularly  built  and  open  trans- 
parent  tower,"  of  which  Link  speaks  as  "  striking  the  eye  and 
pleasing  by  its  noble  proportions/'  was  injured  by  lightning  tea 
or  twelve  years  since,  and  fell  in  upon  the  chaplcr-house,  ta 
which  it  did  considerable  damage. 

A  more  beautiful  specimen  of  modern  Norman  Gothic  than 
thecliurch  attached  to  this  abbeycannot  be  mentioned.     "The 
fathers  Cacegas  and  De  Suisa  inform  us  in  their  history  of  Ba- 
taUm.'\4ay?<  Murphy,  *' that  King  John,  being  desirous  of  build* 
itiga  monastery  fiuperior  to  any  iu  Europe,  invited  from  distant 
countries  the  most  celebrated  aichitects  that  could  be  found. 
Now,  as  GcjUuc  architecture  at  that  lime  flourished  in  England, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  some  of  its  artiste  might  have  embraced 
the  invitation  of  so  liberal  a  prince,  especially  as  his  consort, 
Queen  Philippa,  a  princess  endowed  with  many  amiable  quali- 
ties, was  the  eldest  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancas- 
ter, son  of  lidward  IIL    Iu  Ihe  interior  of  the  church  there  is  a 
chaste  and  noble  plainness,  and  the  general  effect,  which  is 
grand  and  sublime,  is  derived  not  from  any  meretricious  embel- 
lishments, hut  from  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  design.    The  forms 
of  its  mouldings  and  ornaments  are  also  different  from  those  of 
any  other  Gothic  building  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Throughout  the 
whole  are  tu  be  observed  a  correctness  and  regularity  evidently 
the  result  of  a  well  conceived  original  design.     The  extent  of 
the  building  from  the  western  entrance  to  the  eastern  extremity 
is  410  feel,  and  from  north  to  south,  including  the  monastery, 
it  measures  541  feet.     In  every  thing  that  constitutes  the  or- 
namental or  the  elegant,  the  principal  entrance  certainly  staada^ 
unrivalled  by  any  other  Gothic  frontispiece  in  Europe," 
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'*The  portal,  which  is  28  feet  wide  by  57  high,  in  embcU 
lished  with  upwards  of  one  hundred  tigurCA  iu  alio  relievx)^ 
Tepresenlin<;  Moses  nad  the  prophets,  ssants  and  angels*  apo8-r 
tics,  kings,  popes,  bishops,  and  martyrs,  with  their  rcspccdre 
insjp^ia.  Each  figure  stands  on  an  ornameiUcd  pedestal,  ho- 
neath  a  canopy  of  dchcate  workmanship;  they  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  an  assemhlage  of  mouldings  terminating 
in  pointed  arches.  The  large  central  window  is  of  singular 
workmanship ;  it  consists  of  tablets  of  marble  formed  into 
numerous  compartments,  whose  iateraticcs  are  filled  up  with 
stained  glass.  In  the  evening,  when  the  sun  is  opposite  to 
this  window,  its  beanLs  dart  through  the  perforations,  and 
cover  the  walls  and  pillars  of  the  church  with  myriads  of  va- 
riegated tint»," 

Upon  Murphy  s  statement  that  "  the  entire  monastery,  ex- 
cept the  inferior  offices  and  dormitories,  is  built  of  marble  ori- 
ginally not  very  dissimilar  in  colour  to  that  of  Carrara/'  Link 
justly  remarks  that  "  an  architect  ought  at  least  to  know  so 
mueb  of  tnineraio^  as  to  perceive  tliat  it  is  not  marble,  but  a 
calcareous  specien  of  ftand-stoiie,  which  ap|>ears  in  all  piirts  of 
the  stirToimding  moimtains.  Mobile  marble  is  not  found  for  a 
coui^iderahle  distance/'  "The  colour  of  the  stone,  however,*' 
as  Murphy  says,  "  is  now  changed  internally  to  a  modest  grey ; 
CKtcrnally  the  stone  has  contiacted  a  yellow  scoria,  highly 
picturesque  to  the  eye  of  the  artist/* 

The  monks  received  us  with  g^at  civility,  and  allowed  ua 
the  use  of  their  sacristy  to  take  some  refreshments  iu.  and 
pressed  us  strongly  to  pass  the  night  in  the  convent.  The 
French  had  made  a  kitchea  of  this  room,  stolen  all  the  rieh 
vestments,  gold  and  silver  chalices  and  candlesticks,  and  had 
lighted  their  fires  with  the  wood-work  of  the  drawers.  The 
present  condition  of  the  building,  we  find,  upon  a  clofic  exa- 
mination of  its  interior,  to  be  almost  ruinous,  the  work  of  the 
l^hilistine  armies  of  France,  who  seemed  to  take  a  savage 
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delight  ill  degrading  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  those  build- 
ings in  Portugal  consecrated  to  the  purposes  of  religion.  The 
monks  have  not  sufficient  funds  to  put  the  building  into  a  state 
of  repair,  and  perhaps  only  a  few  years  may  p^ss  away  before 
the  following  lines  zoay  be  as  applicable  to  Batalha  as  to 

R^Ligron's  shrine  I- 


Of  waTriom,  mDrikji,  arid  dami^s  Ibe  cloistered  tomb, 
Whose  ]irnaivc  Hftude;}  arounil  ilic  ruifis  g4ide : 

Yc9  I  in  thy  i^l^niy  cells  and  ehadcs  firofound, 

The  muak  abjured  n  vorld  !ie  ne'er  could  view  ■ 
Or  blood 'Stab'd  guilt  repenting  goktc  found. 

Qr  iDii4>ceii(.-e  ffom  tU-tn  oppr«&iiori  tcw^ 

A  monarch  bade  ihce  (mm  thai  nild  arise, 
•  «*•■« 

And  supci^titioh's  cntae»i  uf  ranous  dy&, 
S^Dught  Ahtllcr  in  tbo  priest's  proUctinscowl. 

Wlieru  now  tha  grui  ezluilM  ix  muriry  dew. 

The  humid  pall  of  life-^xlinc^ished  clay, 
In  sainted  fame  the  marred  fathers  ^hW^ 

Nor  rabed  their  piona  Toicea  but  to  pray. 

Where  now  the  bats  their  wavering  wings  extend^ 
Soon  a^  the  gloaming  spreads  her  waning  shade. 

The  choir  did  oft  their  mingling  vespers  blendj 
Or  matin  orisons  to  Mary  paid. 

Byron. 

The  founder  s  chapel  to  the  south  of  the  centre  of  the  nave 
is  in  tolerable  repair,  but  still  the  monuments  are  very  much 
degraded,  and  the  marble  efhgies  have  been  shamefully  mutt< 
lated  by  the  French*  The  British  soldiers  have  contented 
themselves  with  doing  no  other  injury  than  merely  ecribbling 
their  names  by  whole  companies  upon  the  walls,  concluding 
with  the  eternal  "  Were  here  on  such  a  day/*  The  armorial 
shield  of  the  sovereign  has  been  broken  to  pieces,  and  they  are 
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suffered  to  lie  about  tlic  floor  t<)^ther  with  the  broken  stained* 
^lilsti  from  the  windows  and  Gotbic  oniaiucats  nf  ihu  royal 
tODiba  amid  the  accumulated  tilth  of  yeaxfl.  "  In  the  centre  of 
the  founders  chapel,"  says  Murphy,  "is  an  insulated  sepul- 
chre, with  two  cumbent  effigies  of  while  marble,  the  «ize  t>r 
life.  These  effigies  represent  the  king  and  queen  ;  the  former 
U  dressed  in  a  complete  suit  of  armour,  the  latter  in  a  long 
flowing  robe,  the  graceful  habit  of  the  age  ;  the  bead  of  each 
is  dignified  with  a  low  open  crown,  beneath  a  triple  canopy  of 
cnrioLis  workmanship,  in  the  Gothic  m&nner  Contiguous  to 
the  tomb  of  the  founder  are  tour  mural  sepulchres  of  very  ele- 
gant workmanship,  in  the  Gothic  manner,  containing  the  re* 
main-s  of  the  »onj4  of  John  f., — Pedro,  Henry,  John,  and  Fer- 
dinand/'   These  are  in  a  better  state  of  preservation. 

The  beautiful  tomb  in  party-coloured  marble  ofadukeof 
Bragatiza  in  the  south  transept  has  been  cruelly  abused,  and 
the  inscription  which  recorded  bis  valour  and  his  virtues  has 
been  totally  efliiccd  by  the  French;  but  the  altar-piece  uf  fine 
Mosaic,  through  some  accidental  circumstance,  remsina  un- 
injured. In  a  small  chapel  contiguous,  the  body  of  King 
John  II-  was  formerly  exposed  to  public  view,  and  in  a  jierfect 
state  of  preservaiion ;  but  the  Frencli  of  the  Napoleon  iTgirae, 
who  carried  on  war  against  the  dead  as  well  as  against  the 
living,  violated  the  sanc^ty  of  this  royal  tomb,  and  scattcrL-d 
its  contents  about  the  church.  The  abbot  collected  aftenvards 
the  precious  remains  wiih  pious  care,  and  deposited  ikem  m  a 
tomb  of  wood  pamted — the  utmost  tlte  nearly  rrJincd  finances 
of  the  monastery  allowed  him  to  do  in  honour  of  the  ^vereign 
whose  name  stands  recorded  on  the  Portuguese  annals  witb 
the  appellation  of  "  the  Great  !*'  The  sepulchre  of  the  iIIob- 
trjous  £dward  and  bis  wife  is  placed  immediately  below  the 
high  altar.  Having  nothing  particularly  characteristic  about 
it  to  ]n^ltc  wanton  insult  and  injury,  it  escaped  the  violence 
of  the  barbarians.     Perhaps  its  preservation  may  be  attrihutcd 
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to  the  acc?idental  circumstance  of  its  lying  hid  under  the  hay 
and  straw  introduced  by  the  French  into  the  choir;  for  they 
converted  it  into  a  stable.  The  Doble  monumeDt  erected  ia 
the  church  of  St.  Tbom£i8  at  Strasburg  to  the  memory  of  the 
Mareehal  Sase,  was  concealed  by  similar  means  from  the 
intended  attack  upon  it  of  the  revolutionary  troops.  The 
view  down  the  nave  from  the  stejjt*  of  the  high  altar  is  cer- 
tainly grand,  but  neither  in  length  nor  breadth  is  the  church 
to  be  compared  with  St-  Ouen  at  Huueu ;  and  the  west  win- 
dow, as  seen  from  the  interior,  appears  far  too  small  to  produce 
the  beautiful  effect  of  those  ^nerally  placed  over  the  principal 
western  entrances  of  Anglo-Norman  structures. 

The  vestiges  of  French  barbarity  are  still  more  discernible 
in  the  two  chapels  of  Ihe  north  transept,  and  in  the  chapter- 
house adjoining^  which  is  a  beautiful  apartmeut,  opening  by  a 
splendid  door-way  and  two  large  unglazed  windows  into  the 
cloisters,      "  In   point  of  construction,*'  says  Murphy,   "  the 
chapter- house  might  be  considered  a  masterpiece  of  architec- 
tare.     Its  plan  forms  a  square,  each  side  of  which  measures 
sixty-four  feet,  and  is  covered  with  a  vault  of  hewn  stoned 
The  principal  ribs  spring  from  slender  shafts,  and  branch   out 
in  different  directions,  as  they  approach  lo  the  centre,  where 
all  the  radiating  nerves,   in  the  form  of  a  star>  encircle  an 
ornamented  patera,"     The  large  eastern  window  contains  a 
representation,  in  painted  glass,  which  has  been  only  slightly 
injured,  of  our  Lord's  crucifixion,  and  of  his  descent  from  the 
cross.     Its   style   of  execution  has   no  distinguishing  merit. 
The  French  converted  this  splendid  hall  into  a  dormitory,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  additional  room,  broke  in  pieces  and  re- 
moved the  noble  monuments  of  Alphonso  V.  and  of  the  Infant 
his  grandson,  which  occupied  its  centre.     Their  places  have 
been  supplied  by  unsightly  tombs  of  painted  wood.      The 
three  altars  covered  with  Dutch  tiles,  we  represented  to  the 
monks,  were  not  quite  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  the 
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place;  of  the  truth  of  which  tbey  appeared  to  be  convinced, 
and  hair-promiscd  to  remove  tlicnu  To  erect  altars  of  Gotliic 
stoue-work  corrcHpundinif  with  tlie  architecture  of  the  build- 
ings it  was  not  in  their  power  to  undertake.  iNot  satisfied 
with  committinf(  the  shameful  outrages  already  enunicmtod^ 
the  French  set  fire  to  the  conventual  part  of  the  ahbcy^  the 
gfreater  pare  of  which  remains  at  present  u  purft'ct  rum,  and 
a  more  sad  Aceuc  of  destruction  and  desolation  cannot  be 
imagined. 

The  large  refectory  is  no  longer  used  by  the  monks  for  that 
purpose,  their  numbers,  as  well  as  their  revenueii,  behij;;  ox- 
Ucmely  liniitedp  It  is  now  converted  into  a  granary  and  store* 
bouso  for  the  fruits^  and  vegetables  produced  from  the  orchards 
and  gardens  of  which  they  arc  still  pcnnitted  to  rctaiJi  )x>s- 
session.  The  Prior  related  to  us  with  proud  satisfaction,  that 
bis  society  had  upon  one  occasion  cnterloiiied  at  dinner  in  the 
refeeior>",  Wellington  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  British 
othcers;  and  to  ourselves,  hkewise,  he  was  forward  in  offering 
all  the  hospitality  which  his  humble  meaiiH  would  afford; 
Whatever  objections  we  may  sincerely  enterinin  against  the 
monastic  syMem  in  Portugal,  it  would  be  unjust,  as  well  aft 
ungrateful,  not  to  acknowledge  the  prompt  civilities  and  re- 
spect which,  us  English  travellers,  we  aUvays  experienced 
from  the  individual  members  of  those  conveotft  whoae  interior 
we  visited. 

The  "  capellas  imperfeilas*"  intended  by  its  founder,  either 
tlie  queen  of  John  IL,  or  his  successor  Emmanuel^  as  a  mau- 
M>leuni,  to  receive  the  remains  of  the  Portuguese  sovereign*; 
is  situated  at  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  the  church-  Tlie 
unrivalled' specimens  of  sculpture  with  which  it  i»  enriched 
throughout,  would  defy  the  powers  of  the  most  elaborate  de* 
scription  to  do  them  justice.  "  The  magnificent  entrance  is 
thh'ty-two  feet  wide  at  the  splay,*'  according  to  Murphy's 
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stitemiMit,  and  "  a«  it  recedes,  the  breadth  contnurts,  till  it 
(oTiTiA  an  uperlure  of  fifteen  feet  wide  by  ihirty-onc  feet  high* 
The  architecture  in  sonic  parts  is  Aratnaji ;  io  othen,  absolute 
Gothic,  The  maidc  prciacnts  an  octagon,  the  dLamcter  ot 
which,  between  the  piimlld  »iides,  is  sixty-five  feet.  This 
wa»  to  have  bcca  coYcrtxl  with  a  vault  of  hewn  atone.  The 
whole  is  carried  up  to  Uie  heihrht  of  about  J75  feet;  and 
though  it  ha:*  been  exposed  to  the  weather  since  1509,  it 
scarcely  exliihits  any  traces  of  decay.  The  sides  of  the  octa- 
gon, except  the  one  at  the  entrance,  are  fiuiKhed  vnth  arches 
leading  to  as  many  chapels,  each  dutinguUhcd  by  the  devices 
of  the  ])rincefl  for  whom  they  were  intended.  At  the  death  ol 
his  Mister,  Queen  Leaner,  Kmmannel  drew  all  the  artificers 
employed  here  to  the  Convent  of  Bcllcm,  near  Li-sbon,  founded 
by  him  in  testimony  of  hia  joy  for  the  discovery  of  India ;  in 
consequence  of  which^  this  work  has  since  remained  in  a 
neglected  elate," 

The  road  from  Batalha  to  Alcoba^a^  a  distance  of  three 
leagues,  passes  partly  througli  some  fine  valleys  abounding 
with  olive  plantations,  among  which  the  disease  called  the 
"ferrugem'*  seems  to  hare  committed  great  havoc-  The 
range  of  the  Serra  de  Lon<ao,  which  ultimately  tenninates  in 
the  rock  of  Liebon,  runs  to  the  left  in  the  direction  from  north- 
east to  sfMith-weat.  Ascending  a  hill  whose  sides  were  clothed 
with  pine  woods,  we  found  ourselves  upon  the  elevated  plain 
where  tlie  town  of  Aljubarrota  is  situated,  which  is  celebrated 
for  the  complete  victory  obtained  in  its  neighbourhood  by 
John  I.  over  the  superior  forceji  of  Spain,  when  hts  claims  to 
the  crown  of  Portugal  were  firmly  cstabiishod.  Camoeus 
gives  a  glowing  description  of  this  memorable  combat  in  tbe 
fourth  book  of  his  Lusiad  ; — 

Xnw  low  the  proud  Ctslilinn  «lanHflT<l  lioa 
B«rt»>tb  lL«  Lnuui  flag  a  vanquidi«d  prin. 
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Now  from  th«  itM  Cattilv^  ynntd  monarch  iliM, 

In  wild  fJifimay^  ha  rolU  hu  mnddoTiing  tv«. 

Ami  lead*  thfl  pKlMJppod  lligbl :  flwifl,  winf^H)  wiili  f^ar, 

A«  tlrifti*i3  inivk<>,  at  rli^ianci.^  ili«a[ippar 

Thr  (tiisrjr  tf^xiailrnna  of  (Iip  vRttprM  rrnr ; 

Bh%p1irriJnK  h*iiiv^n  tWy  iiy,  nnrf  him  who  fjisl 

FurgeU  munlrriiiy  luiati,  a^ail  Irad  U>  hntrLd  wiknaccunL 

Over  the  portal  of  the  towii-houise  at  Aljubarrota  arc  in- 
bribed  Uie  following  line^,  comniemurating  the  heroism  of 
Brites  de  Almeida,  who  with  an  ovcn-spado  killed  seven 
Spanish  soldiers:  — 

£ji  pfttcii>  urba  oliin  ctrlcbn  ucniorLada  triumpfao, 

Ciijua  siU  Bnltra  mdyu  K«cu|>«r  botio*. 
Slat  line  iDoric  dccun,  rivociii  taucbina  tDorIb, 

Qua  aiTvcit  raltJo*  min  virago  vt(0». 

In  a  colleetion  of  lettent  and  digsertations  published  Qt  LU* 
bou  m  I77G  by  Franct^o  Manuel  de  Figiieirado,  u  Beruar- 
dine  moak>  may  bo  found  a  brief  hiatory  of  this  Amazonian 
dame,  who  so  nobly  distingiiUhed  herself  in  the  defence  uf  her 
country* 

The  roEid  hence  to  the  Comarca  town  ofAIcoha^a  led  us 
through  a  well-cultivated  coimtry  abounding  with  woods 
&nd  green  meadows,  and  producing  large  quantities  of  corn 
and  a  great  variety  of  fruits.  It  derives  its  name  from  \\b 
situation  at  the  coDfiuence  of  the  two  small  rivers,  Ba^a  aikd 
Alcoa.  The  ey&tem  of  agriculture  pursued  in  this  difilrict  is 
excellent,  and  may  he  entirely  attributed  to  the  Mjperior 
knowledge  of  tlic  Bornardinc  brethren  in  all  matters  connected 
with  rural  <;coiiomy.  As  the  Gt^niian  states,  "  Alcoba^a  is 
surtouaded  by  mouatains.  To  the  south-west  and  to  tbs 
northward  sand-stone  inonntaias  press  cloi^e  round  il-  To 
the  westward  rises  a  high  naked  range  of  mountains,  wliich, 
for  a  considerable  distance,  rnus  parallel  with  th£  ooa^t,  being 
oonnoctcd,  though  b)'  detached  ridges,  with  Monte  Junto  to 
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the  south-east  and  Lusao  to  the  north-east.  A  part  of  this 
range  is  called  Porto  de  Moz,  and  affords  excellent  marble," 
To  the  east  of  the  convent  is  seen  the  continuation  of  the  line 
of  the  Serra  de  Estrella,  which  here  assumes  the  name  of 
Serra  da  Val  de  Veutor,  or  Serra  de  Alberdos. 

The  royal  founder,   Alphonso   Henriquez,   could  not  have 
chosen  a  more  delightful  spot  to  commemorate,  by  a  religious 
edifice,  bis  capture  of  Sautarem  from  the  Moors  in   1148,     It 
lies  concealed  at  the  northern  extremity  of  a  beautiful  valley, 
away  from  the  public  sight,  and  shunning  as  it  were  the  gaze 
of  the  world.     The  church  ia  built  in  the  style  of  Norman 
Gothic,  with  the  exception  of  the  long  western  facade,  which 
has  the  appearance  of  belonging  to  a  palace-     It  is  approached 
by  two  magnificent  flights  of  steps ;  but  the  large  figures  over 
the  centre,  representing  the  cardinal  virtues,  and  the  incon- 
gruous mixture  of  the  Tuscan  with  the  Gothic  style,  must 
offend  the  taste  of  an  English  architect-      "  The  west  front  of 
the  monastery,"  says  Murphy,  ''  including  the  church,  which 
is  in  the  centre,  extends  G20  feet ;  the  depth  is  about  750  feet. 
The  inclosed  space  is  occupied  by  dormitories,  galleries,  add 
cloisters.     A  Portuguese  writer,  in  speaking  of  the  magnifi- 
cence of  this  monastery,  observes   that  its  cloisters  are  cities, 
its  sacristy  a  church,   and  the  church   a  basilisk/'     To  the 
south-west  of  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  convent,  is  situated 
the  small  parish  church,  which  has  precisely  the  same  bad 
effect  with  relation  to  the  larger  structure,  that  the  church  of 
St,  Margaret  has  to  Westminster  Abbey,  both  resembling  the 
extinguisher  of  a  candlestick, 

*'  The  church  of  Alcoba^ a,'*  continues  Murphy,  '*  is  one  of 
the  earliest  specimens  of  the  modern  Norman  Gothic  in  Eu- 
rope, and  perhaps  the  most  magnificent  of  the  early  period  in 
which  it  was  founded.  On  entering  the  church  at  the  west 
front,  one  is  struck  with  the  grandeur  of  that  general  effect 
peculiar  to  the  inside  of  Gothic  churches;  but  very  few  possess 
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tliaL  property  to  a  higher  degree  than  this.  In  examining  the 
origin  of  tlie  religious  strucluroa  of  the  twelfth  century,  ^^e 
find  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  founded  m  grateful 
retncnihrance  of  some  divine  favour  m  Iniltlt;,  or  else  wilh  a 
view  to  expiate  the  ains  of  the  founder ;  fio  that  they  may  not 
be  improperly  called  the  temples  of  gratitnde  and  repentance. 
This  maguificcnt  structure  is  indebted  for  its  origin  to  the 
former  cause-" 

The  length  of  the  cbureh  from  the  great  western  door  to 
the  high  altar  't&,  according  to  Murphy,  "  three  hundred  feelj 
but  the  apparent  disitance  is  considerably  more,  on  aecount  of 
the  na^TD^vnefis  of  the  nave,  and  Oie  regular  succession  ofthft 
pillars,  which  are  twenty-sL\  in  number,  that  is.  tlurteen  at 
each  side.  The  ciioir  is  of  a  semicircular  form,  after  the 
manner  of  the  ancient  churches  or  basilisks ;  which  the  Abb6 
Fkury  suppase^  to  hare  been  made  in  that  manner  by  the 
Chri.^tians,  to  imitate  that  part  of  the  Jewish  temples  where 
the  Sanhedrim  assembled/*  The  glory  over  the  Ionic  and 
Corinthian  columns  of  theaJtar  is  certainly  in  bad  taste,  not- 
withstanding its  magnificent  display  of  gilding  and  silver  orna- 
menu;  nor  do  the  large  images  of  &t,  Benedict  and  St. 
Bernard  on  the  nnrth  and  south  sides  of  the  choir,  in  var- 
nislicd  wood,  appear  to  be  in  happier  accordance  with  the 
diameter  of  the  building.  "The  Gothic  work,"  say^t  our 
ftuthority,  "  which  formerly  decorated  the  choir,  ib  now  con- 
oealed  by  Grecian  columns,  with  their  appendages.  This 
alteration  was  made  about  eighteen  years  ago  by  an  English 
sculptor  named  William  Elsden,  at  the  reque.st  of  the  friars. 
Nothing  can  be  more  disgusting  to  every  admirer  of  antiquitVr 
or  indeed  any  man  of  the  least  ta&te,  than  this  jumble  of 
-Grecian  work,  patched  up  in  the  most  striking  part  of  a  struc- 
ture executed  in  the  simple  Gothic  manner/'  Some  years 
since  there  were  two  organs  on  cither  side  of  the  screen  to  the 
choir  'j  but  those  were  burnt  by  the  French.    On  the  south 
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side,  however,  a  small  organ  hae  been  recently  erected.  The 
arch  of  the  rooV  between  the  choir  and  the  nave  was  destroyed 
alao  by  the  French;  but  it  has  been  lately  restored  in  good 
stooe-work. 

The  north  and  south  transepts  have,  to  the  unprofessional 
eye,  a  more  imposing  appearance  even  than  the  uave,  owing 
to  their  aisles  being  built  out  ou  either  side  ta  the  height  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  feet.  The  arches  of  the  doorwaya 
leading  into  the  sacristy,  and  a  small  chapel  which  is  imme- 
diately opposite*  are  supported  by  the  trunks  of  trees^  repre- 
sented in  stone-wurk,  instead  of  the  usuctl  columns,  and  which 
arc  tied  together  with  knots  at  the  point  where  the  branches 
meet  and  cross  each  other.  All  the  gold  and  silver  utensils 
belonging  to  the  sacristy  and  the  service  of  the  high  altar 
were  carried  away  and  melted  down  by  the  Freuch  com* 
manded  by  Droiict,  under  Massena's  orders.  We  were  shown, 
however,  in  the  sanctuary,  a  silver  '*  sacrarium  '  over  the  altar, 
contaiuing  numerous  uichea  occupied  by  the  busts  and  relics 
of  saints,  riciily  gilt;  but  even  these,  with  the  beautiful  shrine" 
work  ID  fine  mosaic,  did  not  altogether  escape  the  Vandal 
violations  of  the  French.  A  rich  and  curious  specimen  of  the 
ancient  art  of  embroidery  is  still  preserved  in  the  communion 
cloth  used  on  the  occurrence  of  the  greater  holidays. 

Upon  the  right-hand  side  of  the  south  transept,  we  found 
the  Gothic  mausoleum  of  hewn  stone,  noticed  by  Murphy,  in 
the  centre  of  which  are  two  magnificent^ sepulchres  of  white 
marble,  containing  the  remains  of  Peter  I.  and  Inez  de  Castro- 
"  A  cumbent  effigy  of  each,  the  size  of  life,  is  placed  ou  their 
respective  tombs ;  by  which  the  former  is  represented  with  a 
long  beard,  a  severe  countenance,  and  in  the  act  of  drawing 
his  sword.  The  latter  is  represented  with  a  beautiful  innocent 
countenance,  dressed  in  royal  robes,  and  adorned  with  the 
diadem/'  Here,  too,  the  irreverence  of  the  French  for  de- 
parted greatness  has  prompted  them  to  acts  of  insult  and 
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mutilation.  The  scTiptural  sul^Qcts  repre^enlcd,  according  to 
the  (tomiAh  faith,  upon  the  sides  of  these  toinhs,  and  the  Ane 
Gothic  etone-work,  remain  in  some  pans  oniujurcd.  and  are 
rery  beautiful;  but  the  French  soldiers,  fading  (hat  tbetr 
efforts  to  remove  the  effigies  from  the  tombs  were  ineffectual, 
made  large  holes  iii  vimous  parts  in  order  to  ascertain  wh«-ihur 
the  muuk^  bad  not  concealed  treasures  id  them.  There  aac 
several  other  royul  tombK  in  Xhh  Repulchral  sacella,  niore  or 
less  injured,  of  which  the  fragments  are  carefully  prcscrred- 
The  thi'ee  pointed  windows,  the  capitals  of  llie  (^olunins,  and 
particularly  the  two  pillars  in  the  centre,  which  support  the 
gained  roof,  are  all  man-^ls  in  architectural  taste  and  skill. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  south  transept  llicre  U  a  tawdry 
repre?«entation  of  the  death  of  St.  Bernard,  who  is  lying  itt  rr-* 
Iremift  and  embracing  a  crucifix.  Upon  one  side  of  the  picture, 
a  choir  of  angeU,  wilh  guitars,  dulcimers,  aiid  bavMuns,  are 
fieen  asAisting  at  the  awful  moment :  monks  of  the  order,  form- 
ing a  circle  at  the  end  of  his  bed;  and  above,  on  a  cloud 
supported  by  seraphs,  the  Virgin  Mother  of  God,  dressed  in 
purple  and  scarlet  robt^s  profusaly  gilt ;  two  angels  are  kneel- 
ing on  cither  side  wilh  book**  of  music  open,  while  four  arch- 
angels in  superb  dresses  play  upon  violins,  and  two  appctir  iu 
the  heavens  holding  a  crown  suspended  over  No^a  Senhora*8 
head .  The  oeculion  of  this  picture  i»  quite  uprm  a  par  wilh 
the  painter's  conception  of  his  subject.  Alphonso  II.  and  II L 
are  buried  in  tliis  transept. 

A  grand  flight  of  steps  leads  from  tlie  we^  ^de  of  the  fiouth 
transcrpt  to  the  collegiate  part  of  the  building,  or  whnt  were 
<mcc  tbc  apartments  of  the  novices;  but  the  school  and  dor- 
mitories exirt  no  more,  having  been  burnt  and  destroyed  by 
the  French,  and  what  now  remains  is  in  a  state  of  utter  ruin 
find  desolation.  In  the  choir  the  liithers  drew  our  attention  In 
a  beautifully  illuminated  missal,  the  border  being  composed  of 
fruits  and  flowers,  the  coloun*  and  the  gilding  of  which  are 
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in  a  line  state  of  presen-atioia-  The  squares  of  the  initial 
letters  are  enriched  with  a  variety  of  subjects.  It  was  exe- 
cuted at  Coimbra  by  direction  of  the  general  of  the  order,  so 
Tecently,  we  were  informed,  as  J755,  The  large  missal,  con- 
taining the  services  in  celebration  of  the  first  martyrs,  and 
commencing  with  the  death  of  Stephen,  is  still  superior  to  the 
other  in  richness  and  delicacy  of  execution. 

The  chapter-room,  which  opens  into  the  cloisters,  is  not  to 
be  compared  with  that  which  so  strongly  cballengcd  our 
admiration  at  Batalha.  The  number  of  ttie  monks  is  at  pre- 
sent reduced  to  fifty.  Their  dead  are  buried  in  the  cloisters, 
in  their  habits  only ;  and  we  remarked  that  many  of  the  grave- 
stones recorded  singly  the  dates  of  ten  or  twelve  intermeots* 
with  merely  the  initials  of  the  names  of  the  deceased. 

The  square  garden  in  the  centre  of  the  cloisters  is  planted 
with  cypresses,  orange  trees,  and  a  variety  of  beautiful  shrubs, 
and  contains  the  founlaiu  which  supplies  water  to  the  lavatoire 
immediately  in  front  of  the  refectory.  The  brazen  caldron 
taken  from  the  Spaniards  is  still  preserved,  with  great  care, 
on  the  south  side,  with  the  following  lines  affixed,  which 
record  its  history,  and  declare  the  value  set  upon  its  posses- 
sion ; — 

Ilic  est  ille  lebes,  lolo  cantatus  in  orbe, 
Quern  LusiUni  diiro  gens  aspera  b^lJo, 
De  Ca9te)laiiis  spolium  memorabile  castris 
Eripuere ;  cibos  hie  olim  coicrat  hostis. 
At  nunc  est  nostri  teatU  sine  fine  triumphL, 

At  the  western  extremity  of  the  cloisters,  large  folding  doors 
open  into  a  plain  though  fine  state  apartment,  called  the 
Chamber  of  the  Kings,  statues  of  whom  are  placed  on  consoles 
round  the  room;  and  on  a  pedestal,  over  a  raised  platform,  is 
a  representation  of  Alphonso  Henriquez,  the  founder  of  the 
monastery,  receiving  the  crown  of  Portugal  from  the  Pope 
and  St.  Bernard.     The  history  of  the  "  miraculous''  founda- 
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tion  of  the  buitJitig  ia  dcAcnbcd  upon  coloured  tiles,  which 
cov«r  iu  «urbii$4^.  Over  the  refectory  dcxir  is  jiiaiCTiU-d  on  a 
t&blct  of  filone,  "  Kespicitc*  quia  pcccata  populi  comcditis." 
According  to  Murphy  this  dining  apartment  "  is  ninety-two 
fe€t  long  by  sLxty-cight  broad;  tbc  breadth  is  divided  into 
thme  porlicos  by  two  t>me!»  of  stone  columns.  The  tables  are 
placed  next  the  two  Gide  and  end  walls.  At  tlie  extreme  end, 
where  the  prior  t;tke»  1ii»  seat,  ttre  two  large  pictures;  tlie  one 
representing  the  lust  supper,  the  other  Christ  and  the  two 
disciples  at  Emnmus/'  There  i$  z  lurge  picture  on  the  inside, 
over  the  entrance  door,  of  St*  Bernard  giving  away  alrns  to 
Uie  poor ;  and  on  itie  north  ^idc  of  the  hall  an  elevated  pulpit, 
from  which  on  meat  days  the  lilc  of  the  i&aint,  whose  invo- 
cation IS  observed,  is  read  aloud  daring  the  continuance  of  the 
rocah 

The  high-table  is  occupied  by  the  general  of  the  order  and 
the  prior  of  the  convent  alonc^  their  meRiies  being  placed  at  a 
eooaiderable  distance  from  each  other.  The  name  of  the  pre- 
sent general  Is  Anthony  Tordella;  that  of  the  prior,  llippolito 
da  Cunfaa.  I'pon  the  death  of  a  brother,  a  white  cross  on  a 
[uece  of  black  clotli,  with  a  statement  of  his  name  and  the 
date  of  his  decease,  is  affixed  for  the  space  of  one  month  to 
the  tublcK:luth  m  front  of  the  scat  which  he  was  accustomed 
to  occupy,  and  during  that  time  the  whole  of  one  persons 
iluily  allowance  of  foiKl  j«  diKlribtiled  amnug  the  poor.  The 
large  piece  of  wood  which  was  formerly  atruck  a^inst  the 
doors  of  the  cells  to  Runnimce  the  departun:  of  a  brother's 
60ul.  is  stdl  prescn'cd  in  the  cloisters. 

"  The  north-west  wing  of  the  nionastery  i]«  &ct  ajmrt  for  the 
reception  of  strangers;  hence  it  is  called  the  hospitium,  or 
h<iM|ied;ino.  The  whole  extent,  which  tM  '230  feet,  is  di«lri- 
buted  into  stately  and  convcmcnt  apartments."  This  part  of 
tlie  monastery  was  alxii  biinil  by  the  Frcnth,  and  ix  at  |>reAent 
covered  with  a  temporary  roof,  and  divided  into  rooiofi  lor  the 
Port,  2  E 
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accommodation  of  visitors  by  thin  partitions  of  wood ;  by  for 
the  greater  iKirlion,  however,  reniainR  the  mere  wreck  of  iU 
former  magnificence-  The  alceping  rooms  have  ao  ceiling*. 
Still  the  hospitality  of  the  lirotherbood,  witli  their  dilapiclaled 
building:,  diminished  revenues,  and  the  burden  of  heavy  exac- 
tions, is  'A^  w^rni,  lilit-iiti,  and  g^enerous  as  ut  the  best  days  of 
their  Qncicut  wealtli  and  splendour^ 

Their  dijmains  were  formerly  of  very  considerable  extent* 
"  At  the  moment  the  royal  founder  vowed  to  build  tho  mo- 
nastery, he  endowed  it  with  all  the  land  and  sea  that  can  be 
seen  from  the  summit  of  a  n€ig:hbouring  mountain,  which 
commands  a  wide  horizoTi,  The  ahbol-gt-tiemi  preside*  over 
the  society  aa  chief,  and  has  no  spiritual  sujKirior  in  the  king- 
dom/' In  addition  to  these  privilegeH,  he  [>oii^»ie3  episcopal 
dignity;  that  of  being  the  Esmolcr  Mor,  or  grand  almoner  to 
tlie  king;  and,  a»  ifi  added  by  Murphy,  "  is  the  chief  of  all  the 
monasteries  and  nunneries  of  the  Bernardinc  order  inPortugal." 

However  curtailed  their  property  may  be  at  prciwnt,  thexe 
monks,  who  never  appear  in  public  except  on  mules  or  id 
carriages,  seem  slill  to  have  everything  within  their  awn 
power ;  in  the  convent,  spacious  cbi^tcrs  and  long  corridors* 
so  ei^sentially  useful  in  a  hot  chmatL?  for  the  enjoyment  of 
exercise  as  well  as  for  religious  meditation ;  an  extensive  right 
of  fishery  on  the  coast ;  a  large  rabbit-warren  attached  to  the 
building ;  fiuc  productive  gardens  and  orchards ;  capital  paa* 
tures,  vineyards,  and  olive  phintalions  ;  mills  for  grinding  their 
own  corn ;  and  a  large  range  of  stabling  for  their  numerous 
mules  and  caltle.  An  apothecary  reftide^  in  the  house,  and  is 
paid  by  the  fraternit>\  who  give  medicines  gratis  to  the  poor 
mck  of  the  neighbourhood,  in  addition  to  many  other  charities. 
The  cellar  is  a  noble  vaulted  apartment,  and  contains  some 
enormously  large  luna,  which  are  said  to  hold  nearly  seven 
hundred  pipes  of  wine-  The  manufaetorics  of  canibric  and 
fine  linen  established  here  by  Pombal  no  longer  cx»t. 


r 


JLLU:$THATi:i>.  43& 

'••  The  kitchen,"  according  to  Murphy^  "  w  near  an  Tiundrwl 
feel  bftg  by  Iweiity-lwo  bruad,  and  sixty-three  feet  high  from 
the  floor  lo  the  intrados  of  the  vaults  The  firc-ptaceiA  twenty* 
eight  feet  long  by  eleven  broad,  and  k  placed,  not  in  the  wall, 
but  in  the  centre  of  the  floor,-  so  that  there  is  access  to  it  at 
every  side.  The  chimney  forms  a  pyramid  renting  upon  eight 
cotuiuus  of  cost  iron.  A  -subterranean  Mream  of  water  pa<wr;a 
tlirotigh  the  c{>nir€  of  the  floor,  which  is  occasionally  made  to 
l)Tcrflow  the  pavement  in  order  to  cteanac  it-  The  operations 
m  it  are  carried  on  under  the  inspection  of  one  of  ihe  lay* 
brothers."  A  great  deal  too  much  oil  is  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  dishes  lo  suit  the  fastidious  delicacy  of  an  English 
traveller. 

The  library  i3  a  beautiful  room,  of  modern  conetruction,  and 
overlooks  the  garden.  Considerable  ta^te  is  dr-nplayed  in  its 
decorations  and  in  the  arrangement  of  the  b<xDks.  A  light 
open  gallery  runs  alongf  ils  two  sides  above  the  lower  tier  of 
windows.  Its  length  may  he  about  two  hitndred  and  twenty 
palmos,  and  inclnding  the  two  cabinets  at  either  extremity,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-six;  its  breadth  is  said  to  be  fifty-five 
palmos  and  a  half,  and  the  height  thirty-eight.  The  length  of 
the  library  at  Mafra  is  three  hundred  and  eiijhty-one  pahnos, 
and  lis  breadth  only  forty-three  ;  therefore  it  exceeds  ihiit  of 
Aicoba^a  in  its  length  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  palmos,  and 
is  inferior  to  it  in  breadth  by  twelve.  The  books  are  confided 
to  the  care  of  a  very  intelligent  person^  from  whom  we  expe- 
rienced great  civility  and  attention.  The  collection  is  modern 
and  respectable,  but  a  great  number  of  the  volumes,  they  tell 
us.  have  never  found  their  way  back  to  the  shelves  from  the 
i>3fe  custody  of  tho^  persons  to  whom  they  were  intrusted 
during  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  French.  In  the 
centre  of  the  ceiling  is  a  very  tolerable  representation  of  St, 
Bernard,  in  an  oval  frame,  seated  at  a  table  witli  a  pen  in  hi3 
band,  and  occupied  in  profound  thought.     The  kuy  of  the 
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mamiscript  rcom,  wliich  is  saic!  to  be  rich  in  original  works 
relative  to  the  history  of  the  kingdom,  as  of  that  in  which  the 
books  proscribed  by  the  Pope  are  carefully  withheld  from  the 
inBpectioa  of  the  monks,  tbe  prior  kept  in  hia  own  possessioTi^ 
and  neither  were  to  be  procured.  "  The  once  celebrated 
archives/'  as  Link  states,  "  were  taken  away  by  the  Spaniards 
when  they  conquered  Portugal,  and  were  carried  to  the  Ee- 
ciiriaJ," 

We  were  shown  among  the  books  an  Oxford  Pindar  of 
1C97 ;  a  beautiful  edition  of  Vir^i  in  two  volumes,  by  Dulau, 
Lend.  1800;  a  Glasgow  Homer,  !75i5,  given  by  Lord  Stratb- 
morc  and  Oavalheiro  Pitt,  after  their  first  viait  to  the  monas- 
tery m  17G0;  a  large  foliu  vobmie,  Pliysica  Sacra,  1793,  the 
gift  of  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland,  on  the  exterior  of 
whose  leaves  are  represcTited  the  different  seats  belonging  to 
the  family  -,  a  copy  of  Mickle's  Lusiad,  presented  from  London 
with  an  inscription,  December  14,  1791,  by  Lady  H,  Frances 
O'Neill,  *'  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  many  and  repeated 
attentions  from  the  111"'"  Tl"'*  Sn'^"  Religiozos  de  San  Bernardo 
em  Alcoba^a,"  and  stating  that  "  Mickle's  trandatiiui  has 
made  known  to  the  nations  of  the  north  the  sublime  ideas  and 
delicate  varieties  in  expression  of  the  original  author,  whom 
she  esteems  a  second  Homer/'  The  more  recent  gifts  are 
Ackerman's  History  of  Westminster,  1812,  and  the  French 
edition  of  the  Lusiad  in  the  original  Portuguese,  by  Don  Jose 
Maria  de  Souza,  1817, 

But,  at  the  present  moment,  by  far  the  most  interesting 
volume  to  us  in  the  whole  collection  of  presentation  copies  to 
the  library,  is  that  transmitted  some  few  years  since  from 
England  by  Mr.  Canning,  in  acknowledgment  of  hospitalities 
received  from  the  worthy  fathers  of  the  monastery.  The 
following  inscription  in  his  own  hand-writing  is  faithfully 
copied,  and  you  will  doubtless  preserve  it  as  an  interesting 
relic — 


In  Mvmoiiiim 

<jiio  A  snactin  AtccjbACic  ciEtiuhiti*  ncrrplii*  ut 

Di^riini^uc  ttpud  cqq  tauti?  bcatcquc  ncturum. 

MiTjiM^  MiiKii  A. 8.  II.  IVIA. 

Libiuni  IkLificrc 

BilJiolhccv  ATmbaoann?  atlftcnbiMiijuiu 

grutu;  njcurdutaOTiLH  tmittnioatuai 

HiClLl 

Gcorgiiw  Cannm^- 
Dot-  l^ndiiii 

ARCH  OF  riiK  vestekv   knthanc  e  to  AV  OLII  CIIArEI- 

AT    LElhTA, 
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V£t  Ma.fr&  bhfilt  odg  momeut  cl^u  dtiUy, 
Where  dwelt  uf  yore  ihe  Lusian^a  luckleaa  queea ; 
And  cburcli  and  court  did  mmgle  tli^ir  ariay; 
And  mass  and  revel  weie  aUernnle  seen. 
LordliiigB  and  frerea — ill-sorted  fry  I  ween, 
Bui  liere  the  Da^yloniftn  nliorc  hath  built 
A  domcr  where  fl^Linta  she  in  auch  ^li>ricu£  aheea, 
Tbat  meu  for^t  the  blood  which  ahe  batbapiltj 
And  bow  the  knee  to  pomp  thut  loves  to  varntah  ^ilt. 

Childe  Harold. 


Marra,  1827. 

The  road  from  Alcobaf  a  to  Ca)das  da  Raiaha  passes  through 
A  Charnais  and  Selirdo  Mato,  the  distance  between  the  two 
places  being  about  four  leagues.  Leaving  the  hospitable  bre- 
thren  of  the  monastery  with  many  mutual  suadades,  for  we  had 
become  excellent  friends  with  the  whole  fraternity,  whom  we 
found  both  cheerful  and  obliging,  we  continued  our  journey 
towards  Lisbon.  The  route  at  first  led  up  a  steep  ascent,  to 
the  north-west  of  the  old  castle,  erected  on  a  detached  eminence 
above  the  town,  in  front  of  the  convent,  as  a  defence  against 
the  incursions  of  the  Moors,  and  brought  us  to  a  quinta  be- 
longing to  the  convent,  in  the  gardens  of  which  we  observed  a 
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large  oriental  jjalm-tree  growing  m  the  greatest  luxuriance, 
and  contiguous  to  them  extensive  vineyards,  and  orchards, 
whofte  luddy  tVuits  would  have  corresponded  witli  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  poet — 

DcEU  m6,  Pomona,  to  thy  ritron  grov»; 
To  wli(<re  tht  lumrtn  and  the  piercing  time. 
With  the  deep  ornnge  glowing  tlirough  tli^  gr««nj 
Their  ligtjter  glories  beiiJ  -  ■  ■       , 

Thom«oK. 

About  two  leagues  from  Alcobaja.  on  the  fltimmit  of  a  hill, 
two  roads  branch  off  in  different  dirccUons.  both  however  ter- 
minating at  Caldas;  but  that  lying  to  the  left  h»nd,  which  ia 
the  regular  route,  and  runs  under  the  Serra,  being  represented 
to  us  as  hilly  and  bad,  we  took  the  lower  one  to  the  right,  and 
passed  down  a  steep  dcsccut  to  Alfizcirao,  where  we  found 
tlic  remains  of  a  Moori?*h  castle.  The  origin  of  thits  name,  i\s 
well  as  of  others  comracnciDg  with  "a!/'  such  as  Alveminhaf 
Aljubarrota,  Alhaudra,  Aleauhede,  Almonde,  is  apparently  to 
be  referred  to  the  language  of  the  Moors-  The  character  of 
the  clislrict  over  which  we  now  travelled,  i»i  faithfully  de- 
scribed by  L'mk.  '*To  the  eastward  of  San  Martinho/*  (a 
small  sea-port,  lately  restored  to  the  pur|>o*4es  of  coronierce 
through  the  skilful  removal  of  tlic  accumulated  sauds  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Doras  by  the  engineer  Lui/  Gomes  de  Car- 
valho.)  "  a  chain  of  aand-stone  hills  runs  parallel  lo  the  sea. 
The  Rummils  and  wcsteni  declivities  are  nak^td,  but  the 
eastern  sides  ore  covered  with  frequent  and  considerable  pinc- 
HFoods.  The  country  also  becomes  more  mountainous,  Thi» 
place  is  two  leagues  from  Caldas,  over  low  hills,  and  through 
a  sandy  couittry  and  jiine-* woods.  Close  to  the  sea,  nse  hills 
consisting  of  sand-stone  and  lime^stonCp  with  a  small  quantity 
of  gyjwiim," 

We  arrived  at  CaldEis  by  moonlight,  and  found  comfortable 
accommodations  in  an  estalagem  kept  by  an  Irish  woman, 
whose  charges  for  board  and  lodging  by  the  day  are  uo  more 
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gide,  tiowevcr,  a  siiiaU  oi^n  has  been  recently  erected.  The 
arch  of  the  roof  between  the  choir  and  the  nave  was  destroyed 
aUo  by  the  French ;  but  it  has  been  lately  restored  in  good 
9toDe-work< 

The  nurth  and  south  transepts  have,  to  the  unproressional 
eye.  a  more  iinpoamg  appearaace  even  thau  the  nave,  owing 
to  their  aisles  being  built  oat  on  either  side  to  the  height  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  feet.  The  urchea  of  the  doorways 
leading  into  the  sacristy,  and  a  small  chapel  which  is  imme* 
dtately  opposite,  are  supported  by  the  trunks  of  trees,  repre- 
sented in  stone-wurkj  instead  of  the  usual  columns,  and  which 
are  tied  together  with  knots  at  the  point  where  the  branches 
meet  and  cross  each  other.  All  the  gold  and  silver  utensils 
belonging  to  the  sacmty  and  the  service  of  the  high  altar 
were  carried  away  and  melted  down  by  the  French  com* 
mancled  by  Drouet,  under  Massena's  orders.  We  were  shown, 
however,  in  the  sanctuary,  a  silver  "  sacrariam  '  over  the  altar, 
contaiuing  numerous  niches  occupied  by  the  busts  and  relics 
of  saints,  richly  ^il( ;  but  even  these,  with  the  beautiful  abrine- 
work  in  fine  mosaic,  did  not  altt^ther  escape  the  Vandal 
violations  of  the  French,  A  rich  and  curious  specimen  of  the 
ancient  art  of  embroidery  is  still  preserved  in  the  communion 
cloth  used  on  the  occurrence  of  the  greater  holidays. 

Upon  the  right-hand  side  of  the  south  transept,  we  found 
the  Gothic  mausoleum  of  hewn  stone,  noticed  by  Murphy,  in 
the  centre  of  which  are  two  magnificent^sepulchres  of  white 
marble,  containing  the  remains  of  Peter  I.  and  Inez  de  Castro. 
"  A  cumbent  effigy  of  each,  the  size  of  life,  is  placed  on  their 
respective  tombs  ;  by  which  the  former  is  represented  with  a 
long  beard,  a  severe  countenance,  and  in  the  act  of  drawing 
his  sword.  The  latter  is  represented  with  a  beautiful  innocent 
countenance,  dressed  in  royal  robes,  and  adorned  with  the 
diadem,"  Here,  too,  the  irreverence  of  the  French  for  de- 
parted greatness  has  prompted  them  to  acts  of  insult  and 
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mutilstion.  The  ncnptiiral  subjects  represented,  according  to 
the  Uomiflh  faith,  upon  the  sides  of  thcne  tombs,  and  the  fine 
Gothic  stone-wurk,  remaia  in  some  parts  uninjured,  and  are 
rery  btautiful;  but  the  French  soldicre,  finding  (hat  their 
<fffbrts  to  remove  the  effigies  from  ihe  tombs  were  jneficctual, 
mikde  lar^  boles  in  i-arious  parts  in  order  to  ascertaiu  whether 
the  monks  had  not  concealed  treasures  in  them.  There  arc 
Jtererfil  other  royal  tombs  in  this  sepulchral  sact-lla,  more  or 
less  injured,  of  which  the  fragments  are  carefully  pr<jscr\"ed. 
The  three  |jointcd  windowa,  the  capitaU  of  the  cdiimns^  and 
particularly  the  two  pillars  in  the  centre,  which  support  the 
groined  roof^  are  all  marvels  in  architectural  taste  and  Akill. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  «outh  trfinscpt,  there  in  a  tawdry 
representation  of  Uie  death  of  Si,  Bernard,  who  is  lying  in  ar- 
iremis,  and  embracing  a  crucifix.  Upon  one  side  of  the  picture, 
a  choir  of  angcla,  with  guitai'St  dulcimers,  and  hgiisDonfi,  are 
seen  assisiinp  at  the  awful  moment ;  monks  of  the  order,  form- 
ing a  circle  at  the  end  of  his  bed ;  and  above,  on  a  cloud 
supported  by  seraphs,  the  Vir<^n  Mother  of  God,  dre5«^  in 
purple  and  scarlet  robes  profusely  gilt ;  two  angels  are  kneel* 
tog  on  either  side  with  books  or  mu«ic  open,  while  four  arch- 
an^eU  in  >ui»erb  dresses  play  upon  violins,  and  two  appear  in 
the  heavens  holding  a  crown  suspended  over  Nossa  Senhora  a 
head.  The  execution  of  this  picture  is  quite  upon  a  par  with 
the  painter's  conception  of  his  subject.  Alphonso  11.  and  II L 
are  buried  in  this  transept. 

A  grand  flight  of  steps  leads  from  Ihe  west  side  of  the  south 
transept  to  ihe  collegiate  part  of  the  bnildmg.  or  what  wurc 
orKC  the  apartments  of  the  novices;  but  the  school  and  dor- 
mitcrieft  exist  no  more,  having  been  burnt  and  destroyed  by 
the  French,  and  what  now  remains  is  in  a  state  of  utter  ruin 
and  desolaticm.  In  the  choir  the  fathers  drew  our  attention  to 
a  beautifully  illuminated  missal,  the  bortier  being  composed  of 
fniitii  and  flowers,  the  coiourE  and  the  ^IdiJig  of  which  are 


than  the  quarter  of  a  moidore,  or  about  Imo  crusados  and  a 
half,  Tlie  markets  are  cheap  here,  notwithstandhig  the  influx 
of  company  al  this  season*  For  a  brace  of  partridges  we  paid 
less  than  two  shillings,  and  about  the  same  price  for  a  cotiple 
of  chickens;  meat,  vegetables,  and  breads  being  equally  cheap 
in  proportion.  Caldas  is  famous  for  its  sulphureous  watei"s, 
the  seasons  for  using  which  occur  in  May  and  September. 
Considering  its  small  extent,  there  is  perhaps  no  country  which 
so  much  abounds  with  hot  and  mineral  springs*  particularly 
the  former,  as  Pi>rtugah  During  the  time  of  the  Romans,  the 
province  of  Lusitania  was  much  celebrated  for  its  numerous 
baths.  The  frequent  vestiges  which  are  to  be  seen  of  their 
thermal  establishments  in  varJoas  parts  of  the  provinces,  attest 
the  high  degree  of  estimation  in  which  these  saualive  waters 
were  held  by  the  masters  of  the  world.  The  waters  now  intlie 
greater  repute,  are  those  of  Cahlellas  de  Reuduse  and  Caldas 
de  Gercz.  in  the  Minho  ;  Carlai,  Caldas  dc  Favaios,  de  Por- 
raes  or  tie  Murfa,  in  the  Tras  os  Muntes;  Alcafache,  Santa 
Gemil  or  Lagioaa,  and  San  Pedro  do  Sul  in  the  Beira ;  in  Es- 
tremadura  Caldas  da  Rainha  is  principally  resorted  to;  and  in 
the  Algarva,  Monchique.  There  are  nine  or  ten  watering  places 
in  the  Alemtejoj  but  they  are  not  lield  in  such  high  estimation 
as  those  already  noticed  above. 

It  is  the  fashion  still  for  the  Portuguese  to  go  to  Caldas,  as 
it  was  when  Link  visited  the  country.  The  wealthier  part  of 
the  community,  after  passing  the  hot  months  in  the  cool  re- 
freshing atmosphere  of  Cintra,  travel  hither  to  while  away  the 
autumnal  months,  before  they  return  to  their  residences  in  the 
capital.  The  public  walk,  however,  seems  very  dull ;  the  area 
is  far  too  contracted,  and  the  surface  being  covered  with  sand 
instead  of  gravel,  no  great  temptations  on  the  score  of  conve- 
nience and  agreeableness  are  held  out  to  visitors  to  make  it 
their  promenade.  The  bathing-house,  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  is  immediately  opposite  to  the  public,  walk,  and 
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contams  a  hoapitnl  for  tlie  |HK)rer  clans  of  invalids,  an  apollie- 
car)' 8  shop,  and  a  pump*room,  where  water  u»cd  for  drinking 
is  supplied,  A  stone  tablet,  affixed  to  tlie  waJl,  records  that 
the  buildiQEj:  was  croctcd  by  the  orders  of  Queen  Leonora*  wife 
of  John  11,  in  1488.  and  wliolly  rebuilt  by  Juliii  V.,  1747- 

**  Besides  the  sprinEf  used  for  drinking/*  says  Link*  "  Uiree 
otlieis  fttipply  four  b^lhs :  that  for  tlie  men  i.s  tbirty-six  feet 
k>ng  by  nine  broad,  and  two  feet  eight  inches  deep.  The  soil 
is  coverod  with  a  white  clay  and  washed  sand.  The  comjiajiy 
undress  behind  a  curtain,  put  on  bathing  clothes,  and  sit  upon 
the  groiiiul  in  the  buth,  so  that  the?  water  reaches  their  neck. 
There  are  frequently  twelve  patients  in  the  bath  at  the  same 
time,  ami  thtiiigti  the  wHler  i.s  cnustantly  flowing,  it  \%  un- 
pleasant to  be  obbgcd  to  bathe  in  company,  especially  to  those 
who  come  laal^  to  whom  tlie  water  arrives  after  washing  the 
rest.  It  is  also  unpleasant  that  strangers  arc  admitted,  No- 
thing, however,  is  paid  for  bathing,  except  a  small  present  to 
ihc  attendantJi.  The  poor  arc  not  sutfcrcd  to  bathe  till  about 
D00ii>  when  the  otlier  company  are  gone.  The  rest  iff  the 
batbs,  even  those  appropriated  to  the  ladies,  are  regulated 
in  a  similar  manner;  except  that  the  water  in  the  bath  fi^rtlve 
men  is  the  hottest  and  of  the  strongest  quality.  The  water 
from  all  the  springs  joins  and  turns  a  mill  near  the  bathing- 
house/* 

"The  country  round  is  well  cultirated,  butssmdy  and  full 
of  pine-woods.  The  place  itsolf  is  situated  on  the  western 
brow  of  hills  verj*  much  flattened,  conmting  uf  a  soft  brownish 
sand-stone  containing  iron,  and  probably  covering  coal,  from 
the  combustion  cf  which  the  heat  of  the  water  may  arise*  The 
aea  is  only  three  leagues  distant,  and  the  lake,  or  Lagoa 
de  Obidos  one  ieague.  This  vicinity  of  the  sea,  and  the  flat- 
ness of  the  country,  are  the  causes  of  the  strong  and  cold 
winds  which  prevail  here,  parliculaily  in  spring,  and  of 
changeable  weather.  The  !ieai  also  in  sommcr  is  uncom- 
monly greaL" 
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The  distance  from  Caldaa  to  Obidos  is  about  one  league 
tliTougb  a  difitricl  more  productive,  varied,  and  agreeable,  than 
Uiat  throngh  which  wc  had  lately  passed.  Obidos  is  situated 
on  the  Hio  Amoya,  which  empties  itfielf  into  the  lake.  Among 
UiraiUiqtiiliej*  which  have  been  found  here,  are  the  remaios 
of  a  Roman  aqueduct,  the  greater  portion  of  the  arches  of 
which  arc  still  to  he  seen.  The  town  itself  is  built  round  the 
sides  ofa  bill,  and  ifi  of  no  great  extent.  Its  ancient  walls  arc 
still  in  a  state  of  perfect  preservation.  Wc  took  a  cursory  view 
of  the  place  in  passing,  and  fuuiid  the  streets  narrow  and 
gliximy,  nmny  bouse<«  in  a  state  of  ruin,  and  filtb  and  dirt  as 
abundant  as  in  every  town  of  Portugal,  witli  the  few  excep- 
tions which  have  already  been  made.  Our  road  now  led  us 
through  a  deep  sandy  district,  with  piiic-woods  and  extensive 
heaths  succeeding  each  other,  and  very  scanty  appearances  of 
cultivation.  Nothing  could  be  more  dull  and  monotonous  than 
the  whole  of  this  route,  until  we  reached  the  base  of  the  hilU 
which  run  behind  the  village  of  Holi^a,  when  all  our  national 
feelings  wore  awakened  upon  viewing  the  field  of  battle 
where  British  heroes  commanded  by  Wellington  had  bled  and 
conquered, 

*'  Immediately  on  quitting  the  villa^,"  according  to  Colond 
Jones  &  authentic  narrative,  "  the  main  rood  pafistK  over  a 
range  of  heights,  the  front  of  which  commencing  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  extending  far  to  the  left,  \n  jierftclly  precipit- 
ous, a  few  narrow  difficidt  tracks  alone  communicating  over  it 
General  Ltihonle,  who  had  been  driven  out  of  the  village, 
baited  on  the  summit  of  the  ridgc,  looking  down  upon  the 
British  in  the  plain  beneath.  To  dislodge  him  without  the 
loss  which  would  certainly  attend  an  attack  in  front.  General 
Ferguson,  with  3000  men,  was  directed  to  turn  his  right,  and 
a  Portugue^^c  corps  of  1200  men  was  directed  to  penetrate  to 
his  rear  by  a  wide  movement  on  hi^  leflt;  cohmnm  under 
Major-generals  Hill,  Craufurd,  Aightingall,  and  Fane,  being 
in  the  meanwliile  assembled  in  the  plain,  to  rush  up  tbe  passes 
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OS  soon  as  be  shuiilcl  be  shaken.  Either  tbc  marfrh  of  tho 
flanking  crjrjis  ccciipicd  a  longer  time  than  was  calculated,  or 
the  attack  in  front  was  made  earlier  than  intended,  a^  the 
passes  were  forced  before  the  enemy  discHivercd  the  danger 
which  threatened  lua  rear.  Tlie  9th  and  29tb  reginxents  first 
formed  upon  thi:  summit;  General  Laborde  made  Uirct'  des- 
l>eratc  but  unsucccsHful  cflTorts  to  dislodge  them,  when  the 
other  troops  coming  up,  he  hastily  retired  on  Torres  Wdras, 
being  unable,  notwilhslanding  a  Buperiority  of  ca^"alry»  lo  carry 
off  his  artillery-  From  the  very  great  strength  of  the  ground, 
this  success  cost  the  victors  nearly  40U  in  killed  and  wounded. 

"  Sir  Arthur  did  not  pursue-  the.  retreating  force  on  a  road 
whieh  would  have  led  him  distant  from  tho  sea,  but  moved 
Co  his  right,  to  open  a  communication  with  the  fleet,  and  cover 
tiie  landing  of  the  expected  reinforcements  from  England; 
and  on  the  20th  occupied  Vimiciro,  near  lo  which  4000  men 
under  Major-Gencral  AnslrulhcT  disembarked  and  united 
with  Im  force. 

"  Vimieiro  stands  nearly  at  the  bottom  of  a  valley,  at  the 
eastern  extremity  of  a  condderable  height,  which  extends 
west^vard  to  the  sea;  and  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  valley 
to  the  eastward  are  other  heights,  over  which  passes  the  com- 
munication to  Lounnha.  In  advance  of  the  town  is  a  plateau, 
or  table->hill,  more  elevated  Unin  the  ground  in  its  immediate 
front,  but  which  is  completely  looked  down  upon  from  the 
heights  on  its  right  and  left.  The  army  having  halted  at  Vi- 
mieiro for  one  night  only,  and  not  expecting  to  be  attacked, 
wafi  disponed  as  most  convenient  to  the  troops.  Six  brigudej 
occupied  the  height  lo  the  westward  of  the  town  ;  one  batta- 
lion, with  some  light  troops,  was  posted  on  the  plateau  ;  the 
cavalry  and  reserve  artillery  were  in  the  Talley ;  and  on  the 
hills  to  the  eastward  were  merely  piquets  of  observation, 

"  At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  2i6t.  strong  bodies  of  the 
enemy  were  observed  moving  ou  the  road  of  Lourinhap  ^low- 
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ing  an  L-vidont  intention  orattackiog  the  left  of  the  British  ;  to 
mcGt  whicli,  four  bribes  were  miCceasiTcly  mov-ed  acrosa  the 
valley,  froin  tlie  hill  on  the  westward  tu  the  hilL&  on  the  east- 
ward of  Vimieiro;  the  force  on  the  plateau  was  au^cnt«d; 
and  the  remaining  hrigndes  were  moved  nearer  to  ii&  support. 
Then  ill  lineof  batUc  tho  ri^hlvras  near  the  s«a,  but  scretrnod 
from  a  view  of  it  by  ictcrveuing  heights;  the  centre  was 
posted  on  the  rising  ground  in  front  of  the  town,  and  the  left 
on  the  hills  to  the  eastward.  The  action  commenced  by  the 
fidvancc  of  a  heavy  close  column  against  the  cejitrf?.  Exposed 
to  a  destructive  Are  of  nrtiltery,  it  sloadily  approached  within 
a  few  paces  of  tbe  SOth  regiment  formed  in  line,  which  re- 
ceived it  with  a  voiles*,  and  instantly  niching  to  the  cliarge, 
ihrew  it  into  the  utmost  confu>^o«) ;  whibit  General  Aoland's 
brigade,  which  was  in  march  from  tbe  right  to  tiie  left,  attacked 
it  in  fiank;  the  cavalry  completed  its  rout,  and  «eveti  pi«?«a 
of  artillery  remained  in  the  valley. 

"  The  attack  on  tbe  Lourinha  road  was  nearly  simultaneous 
with  that  of  the  centre.  The  French  advanced  with  impo^g 
boldness,  but  were  checked  by  ihe  steadiness  of  Gener^  Pef^ 
guson's  brigade,  which  waa  in  first  line,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
other  brigades;  when,  after  a  sharp  contest,  they  were  driven 
back  with  the  loss  of  many  men  and  six  guns.  Thus  twenty* 
one  pieces  of  artillery  remained  on  th«  field,  though  ihe 
defeated  force  had  a  superiority  of  five  times  the  number  of 
cavalry.  Their  loss  in  men  was  likewise  very  consideniUe. 
That  of  the  British  was  under  700  in  killed  and  wounded, 

**  This  wpLS  a  gmnd  i?ffurt  made  by  Marshal  Junot,  With 
nearly  all  the  disposable  force  he  could  collect,  nbout  12,000 
infantry  and  1200  cavalry.  After  tbe  action,  he  halted  in  tbe 
defiles  of  Torres  Vedras,  hoping  by  negociation  to  extricate 
himself  from  the  perilous  sltuEition  in  which  hia  defeat  hod 
placed  him*  An  officer  accordingly  was  commissioned  to  ne- 
gociatc  with  the  victors  a  convention  for  the  evacuation  of 
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Portugal  by  the  French  Rrmy.  Sir  Harry  Burrard  bad  landeiS 
durmf  the  action,  and  Sir  Hew  O&lrympk  the  momiiig  UA* 
lowmg.  A  BLiii)>tmiiioii  oflioetilitieA  wag  orranf^,  and  a  pro* 
visional  ftgreement  signed,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  thai  the 
French  army,  amounting  to  24,000  men,  should  rwt  in  any 
case  be  conatdcrcrl  afi  priRonera  or  war ;  that  all  the  jndinduab 
compusing  it  should  be  transported  to  Fraiice^  with  their  arms 
and  bagga^^  end  all  their  prirate  property,  from  which  no 
thing  should  be  excepted.  Ncrtwitbatanding  the  subsequent 
arnral  of  the  expected  reiaforcemctil*  under  Sir  J,  ftloore, 
Sir  H.  Dalrymplc,  with  a  good  fuith  creditable  to  bis  country, 
ratified  the  definitirc  convention  on  the  stipulated  basis.  The 
indignation  of  the  populace  of  Lisbon  at  geein^  tlieir  oppressors 
embark,  laden  with  the  pillage  of  their  churches,  and  carr)-ing 
oiTin  safety  the  fruit«%  of  their  rapine  and  extortion,  uould  only 
be  reprciised  by  the  interpofiilion  of  a  l{nti»h  force.  By  a  mo 
ditication  of  the  original  a^eement,  made  at  the  insti^tion  of 
Admiral  Sir  C  Cotton,  eight  Russian  sail  of  the  line  were 
taken  poesessioa  of  to  reniain  in  Englatid  during  the  war;  the 
crews  enjoying  Ihc  full  bcnelit  of  the  voiiTeiition,  and  lieiitg 
tent  to  Ru8£io/' 

"  In  Rnj^Und  a.s  well  m  in  Portugal,  the  Convention  was 
jl^nerally  deprecated,  and  the  dissatisl^ction  felt  by  the  go- 
vernmetit  led  to  an  investigation  erf  its  merits  by  a  court  of 
general  officers ;  from  the  proceedinpfs  of  which,  and  the  expe- 
rienc*  of  sulisecioent  canipflignft,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
intereslA  of  the  peninsula  were  consulted,  by  entering  on  a 
treaty  for  the  liberation  of  Portugal ;  and  that  (he  <^Y>nventioti 
of  Cintra  would  have  been  highly  advantageouK  to  the  patriot  s 
cause,  had  such  conditions  been  imposed  by  the  victora  as 
their  advantageous  portion  rendered  equttaUe,  and  would 
ikitiblless  hsvi?  commauded." 

We  now  passed  over  an  elevated  plain,  either  corered  with 
heath  or  with  a  species  uf  low  niyrtlc>  the  fragrance  of  which. 
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aa  it  was  bruised  under  the  feet  of  the  mules,  proved  extremely 
gratefuL  to  the  senses*  The  heat  of  the  day  compelled  us  to 
remain  some  hours  at  the  Casa  Nova,  a  house  of  accommoda- 
tion, reueully  established,  as  the  uame  imports,  on  a  height 
whicb  commands  the  long  range  of  hiUa  on  either  side  of  Tor* 
res  Vedras,  iu  the  direction  of  the  sea  towards  Maceira,  and 
of  the  long  line  of  heights  which  were  fortified  by  Weilington, 
and  which  terminate  upon  the  Tagus  at  Alhandra.  In  this 
solitary  house  we  found  more  comforts  than  in  auy  of  the 
estulagems  into  which  we  had  ventured.  Our  host  possessed 
both  flocks  and  herds;  his  kitchen-garden  already  supplied 
his  family  witli  vegetables ;  and  his  small  apiary,  though  rudely 
constructed,  afforded  delicious  honey.  The  breed  of  beea 
is  entirely  discouraged  in  the  wine  countries,  owing  to  the  in- 
jury which  they  are  known  to  do  the  young  blossoms  of  the 
vine.  "The  figure  of  the  Portuguese  hives  in  general,"*  as 
described  by  Murphy,  "is  cylindrical.  Their  height  is  about 
twenty-seven  inches,  and  their  diameter  fourteen.  They  are 
formed  of  the  rind  of  the  cork  tree,  and  covered  with  a  flat 
piece  of  curk  wood,  or  with  a  pan  of  earthenware  inverted,  the 
edge  of  which  projects  over  the  hive  like  a  cornice.  The  whole 
is  fastened  with  pegs  made  of  some  hard  and  durable  wood, 
and  the  joints  stopped  with  peat.  In  the  front  of  the  cylinder, 
at  the  height  of  about  eight  inches,  there  is  a  small  aperture 
where  the  bees  enter.'*  There  seems  to  be  no  peculiar  ma- 
nagement, as  far  as  we  have  observed,  of  the  bees  in  Portugal, 
and  consequently  there  is  no  necessity  of  entering  into  any 
further  details  about  them.  Here  we  dressed  our  partridges, 
and  found  some  very  tolerable  wine,  and  departed  much 
pleased  with  the  honesty  and  industrious  habits  of  our  host 
and  his  family,  so  unlike  the  Portuguese  "in  general,  and  so 
much  resembling  the  mountaineers  of  Switzerland. 

The  road  led  over  a  wide  waste  of  heath  to  the  skirts  of  a 
pine-wood,  through  which  we  descended  into  the  valley  of 
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ToiTCB  Vcdras,  which  is  watered  by  the  Rio  Sizandro.  The 
town,  formerly  the  seat  of  a  Roman  govorumcnt,  as  its  Latia 
name  "  Turrcs  Vctcrcs ''  corrupted  into  the  modem  appcilation 
denotes,  is  sniall>  and  surrounds  a  hitl  on  which  are  the  rains 
of  an  ancient  castle.  The  interior  by  no  means  corrcspunds 
with  the  escpeclations  fonited  of  its  extent,  when  seen  from  a 
distance.  It  i»  fttill  the  chief  town  of  the  diiitrict,  am)  as  Link 
jufttly  remarks,  "the  country  round  is  plea&ant  and  well  culti- 
vated, being  particularly  full  of  gardens  and  vinej^rd-s.  On 
one  side  gand-mountuhiK  und  pine-woods  soon  a^in  begin, 
while  on  the  other  are  only  gay  lime-stone  hills  co^'crcd  with 
coppice.  At  the  foot  of  the^e  rises  a  luke-warm  spring  con- 
taining some  carbonic  acid  gas.  Coal  is  also  found  here  in  a 
stratum  of  clay.  The  plain  and  sides  of  the  surrounding 
heights  arc  fertile  and  productive  in  com  and  wine.  To  the 
north-west  of  the  town  are  seen  the  arches  of  a  handsome 
aqueduct/'  As  described  in  the  brief  narrative  of  Bradford, 
at  "  Torres  Vedrd^^  there  is  a  fonress  of  considerable  extent  on 
a  bill  overhanging  the  towii^  which  marks  it  as  having  been 
a  place  of  no  little  importance  during  the  time  of  the  Moors ; 
but  some  vestiges  of  Roman  workinanslnp  which  appear  among 
its  ruins,  establish  its  claims  to  higher  antiquity.  The  emi-* 
nence  on  which  thi»  fortress  is  constructed,  round  a  mound,  is 
a  singular  feature  in  the  landscape.  Vnconnecti^,  isolated, 
it  prejvenbi  the  appearance  of  an  artificial  mound,  raided  above 
the  plain  for  the  purpose  of  defence.  Being  commanded  by  a 
rangi;  of  hills,  which  environ  the  town  and  adjacent  plain,  it 
is  now  in  a  military  point  of  view  a  position  of  little  im* 
portance." 

We  were  now  on  the  left  of  the  British  lincc:.  which  oceu- 
pied  a  tract  of  country  of  ihtrly  mites,  exte-iiding  from  the 
mouth  of  thcZtzandraou  the  ocean  to  Alhandra  on  theTagus, 
and  which  **  wa.^  mixtelletl,"  us  Colonel  Jonejt  states,  "  into  a 
Md-of  battle.    Lisbon  being  «tuated  at.th^.exttemity  of  a 


JPDRTUGAL    I 


peninsula  funrKsJ  by  the  »ea  and  the  Tagiw,  it  is  aj>parcnl 
Sbatr  if  an  army  be  so  |H)sted  aA  to  exteod  across  Ihc  m:ck  of 
the  peninmila,  no  eDeniy  can  penetrate  to  that  city  without  a 
direct  nttuck  in  front  u(  the  army  ,ho  formeil.  It  wa*  o«  tlutc 
principle  that  the  lines  covering  Lisbon  were  planned  by  Lord 
Wf-lliiigUiin.  Natme  drew  the  nide  outlinn  of  a  atrong  de- 
fenaive  poH]tion>  and  art  rendered  it  perfect.  Mountaina  wore 
»carp(!d  pcrpendiciiiarly,  rivers  dammed,  and  iniindatioOA 
formed ;  all  roads  favourable  to  the  enemy  were  destroyed, 
and  others  made  to  facliitnte  tiie  commumcfllions  of  the  de- 
fenders; formidable  works  were  erected  to  atrevigthen  and 
Hiip|k<>Tt  the  weak  points;  wliil^t  nunieriiua  cannon,  planted  on 
inacceti^ble  posts,  commatidcd  the  diHerent  approaches  to 
them,  and  gave  an  equality  of  defence  to  the  wbcle  positioD. 
Xor  waft  any  tobour  or  cx|>edicnt  omitted,  to  render  it  equally 
favourable  fijr  ofienstve  movements,  Stich  was  ihti  ground  lo 
which  the  army  made  it»  last  retrograde  movement  on  the 
Rtli  of  October,  IB10,  and  where  ou  the  following  morning  it 
was  joined  by  6,000  Spamah  troops,  under  the  Marquis  dc  la 
Roinana." 

We  have  already  accompanied  the  French  arrny^  after  the 
battle  on  the  Serru  de  Kutiac^,  which  ^^'elliuj^ion  wa^^  com- 
pelled to  abandon  on  account  of  the  poAJtion  bdng  turned,  to 
Coimbra,  from  which  place  *'  Maseena,"  Colonel  Jones  conti- 
nues, "  pufthcd  across  the  Mondego  in  the  full  confidence  of 
success ;  and  his  cavalry  and  advanced  guard,  on  the  aAemoon 
of  the  loth,  drove  the  allies  out  of  Sobral,  whence  be  tirst 
discovered  the  formidable  works  which  covered  his  antago* 
nists.  To  judge  from  the  instant  halt  which  he  made,  and  the 
retrograde  movement  which  followed  as  sewn  as  it  became 
dark»  they  struck  him  as  much  with  dismay  as  ustonishmentt 
and  thi-ee  days  elapsed  before  he  a^^in  ventured  to  the  same 
spot.  <Jn  the  main  road  to  Lisbon.  Zibricra,  where  the  works 
tlin>wn  up  were  fewer  thau  ou  the  oiber  parUoftbe  Uuc,  it 
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being  hlended  ns  a  matHPinTbg  ]xiS!tion  (or  the  main  bodr  of 
the  anny,  he  pusbcd  his  piquets  into  contact  with  those  oi'  ttie 
ftllics.  lu  adjusting  their  pusts,  a  ?«harp  skirmisb  took  placo, 
and  every  thin^  denoted  a  meditated  attack.  But,  at  longth» 
on  tiie  night  iiftlio  14lh  of  IVoveniherp  itie  French  anny,  aflef 
remaining  a  month  with^mt  any  movement,  broke  up  from  its 
bivouac,  and  iTitircd  hilo  en  n  ton  men  t-'^  in  the  dia^trict  round 
Thomar,"  a  comarca  town,  situated  on  the  right  of  the  Rio  Na- 
baOr  in  a  hcatitiful  plain  which  abounds  with  olive  and  other 
fruit  trees,  and  not  for  from  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  Nabancia. 
Tbi*  modem  '*vill;i'*  whs  hiiilt  by  !)unGuWimPaez,  grand  mas- 
ter of  the  order  of  Knights  Templars,  to\>'ards  the  year  1146.  a 
short  time  after  the  institution  ofthe  order  of  Chriiit.  In  1339 
King  Denis  and  Pope  John  XXII.  assigned  to  its  mcmbcrH  the 
po^e^ionji  of  the  Tempiant,  suppressed  in  1312.  The  grand 
Prior  of  this  order  resides  here  in  a  large  conventual  building. 
"To  secure  these  cantonments,  Massenas  advance  was  in- 
trenched in  tlic  strong  position  of  Santarcm,  behind  the  Hio- 
Mayor,  and  a  post  was  made  at  Punhete  in  its  rear,  with  a 
bridge  across  the  Zc^crc ;  his  left  was  naturally  co^'ercd  by  the 
Tagus,  and  itv  rigiit^  which  wuis  open  and  exposed  to  the  at* 
tackj*  of  the  irregulars,  was  protected  hy  the  cavalry/'  San- 
tarcm  is  a  large  town  aliout  fourteen  leagues  from  Lisbon,  and 
is  situated  upon  a  height  which  overlooks  a  wide  plain  much 
exposed^  as  well  as  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  in  winter  to 
the  immdations  of  the  Tagas-  A  considerable  part  of  the  an- 
cient walls  of  its  citadel,  with  the  additions  of  Alphonso  VI,, 
still  remains  in  good  preservation.  In  the  lime  of  the  Komnns 
it  was  known  under  the  name  of  Scalabiii,  or  Prsesidium  Ju* 
bum ;  and  nt  later  periods  became  the  frequent  scenes  of 
combats  between  the  Christians  and  the  Moors,  and  subse-* 
quently  the  residence  of  several  of  the  Portuguese  sovereigns. 
It  contains  a  chapter  of  the  canons  of  the  order  of  Avis.  Its 
commercial  communications  with  Lisbon  arc  very  important. 
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and  form  the  chief  source  of  iw  wealth.  The  village  of  Rio 
Mayor,  wliich  is  Included  within  it^  jurisdiction*  possessed  a 
mftuufaclory  of  salt,  while  thai  of  Aziubeira  chiefly  iiuppUea 
the  country  with  gun-flints. 

"  The  allied  army  fuUowed  the  movtmients  of  the  French 
upon  tlictr  retreat,  and  wUca  they  halted  at  SantEircm,  made  a 
demuutstmtion  of  attacking  that  poM,  lo  ascertain  if  a  linal 
retreat  was  intended,  or  only  a  change  of  position.  The 
enemy  standing  firm,  the  colimms  of  attack  were  recalled,  and 
the  troops  were  placed  in  cantonments  at  Cartaxo,  (head- 
quarters,) Alcoentre^  Azambuja,  kc,  in  readiness  to  fall  back 
on  the  lines,  should  the  French  be  reinforced,  or  otlicrwisc 
quietly  to  remain  nnder  cover  during  the  winter,  prepan^d  to 
take  advantage  of  the  movements  which  wont  of  subsistence 
must  ultimately  impose  upou  the  enemy,  the  foresight  of  which 
had  partly  led  to  the  adoption  of  Ihia  Fabian  defence  of  Por- 
tugal. Lieutenant-general  IlilTs  corps  was  at  the  same  time* 
in  (iirtherancc  of  these  views,  crossed  over  to  the  south  of  the 
Tagus,  and  cantoned  at  Barcos,  Chamusca,  ftc,  to  pT^v^entthe 
enemy  communicating  with  the  jMemtejo,  and  drawing  sup- 
plies ibenee.  The  cantonments,  however,  to  which  the  French 
retired,  united  many  great  advantages,  and  were  in  all  re- 
spects favourable,  whilst  they  retained  the  superiority,  or  e%*en 
an  equality,  of  force  to  Iheir  opponents.  Under  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  French  army  in  the  south  of  Spain  would  be  able 
to  form  a  junction  with  that  in  PortugtJ^  prcriously  to  the 
country  being  exhausted,  Punhete  was  carefully  entrenched 
by  MasHcna,  to  protect  an  estabiishment  formed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Zezere  ;  Abrantes  was  reconnoitred,  lo  ascertain  if 
liable  to  be  carried  by  a  coup  tff  main;  and  every  other  under- 
taking^ equally  showed  an  anxiety  to  establish  a  communica- 
tion across  the  Tagus/' 

Abrantea,  which  is  considered  to  be  the  key  of  the  Tagus 
against  Spanish  incursions  upon    the   capital,    is    included 
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MJdiir)  die  jirrhdiction  nf  Thofnnr,  nnA  sCnndft  upon  the  right 
tenk  of  the  Tiigtjs,  surrounded  by  a  beauiiful  and  fertile 
country.  It  i^  a  town  of  great  anticjuity,  and  i»  said  to  have 
enjoyed  municipal  rights  in  the  time  of  Augustus*  The  priu- 
cipal  productions  of  the  coctiguous  district  are  com,  oil,  sind 
fruits^  which  flR>  carried  down  the  Tagus  to  the  Lisbon  mar- 
kets. The  church  dedicated  here  to  St.  Vincent,  ii  consi- 
dered one  of  the  largest  and  moat  magnificent  coclesiasticai 
structures  in  Portugal. 

"  But."  to  pursue  Colonel  Jones's  narrative, "  the  resources  of 
the  country  had  now  heen  nearly  consumed,  and  iht  French 
troops,  much  reduced  in  numbers,  had  become  very  sickly  and 
dii^pirited.  Ma^ena  could  therefore  no  longer  with  itiafcty 
temporize ;  but  in  the  end  of  February,  1811.  commenced  hiss 
arrangements  to  retire  out  of  Portugal.  The  Freneli  advanced 
corps  withdrew  from  Santarcm  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of 
March,  and  the  allied  head-quartcTs  were  immediately  Irann^ 
fCTTCd  hither.  After  sustaining  a  loss  of  27,U(K)  men  since  he 
had  left  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Ma^ena  retired  through  Estrema- 
dura  by  the  same  road  he  entered  it,  pursued  over  the  fron* 
tiers  by  the  allied  army/"  after  having  jtuffered  in  a  ftuccesftioQ 
of  combats  at  Fombal;  Redinha;  Miranda  do  Corro;  at  the 
pas^ge  of  the  river  Ceira;  behind  the  river  Coa,  near  Sabu- 
gal ;  and  after  passing  through  Alfaiatcs,  at  Jun^a:  and  subse- 
quently at  the  village  of  Fuente  dc  Honor,  which  led  tu  his 
abandonment  of  Almeida,  and  retreat  townrds  Salamanca." 

Castanheira;  Villa  Franca,  the  furthest  point  up  the  river 
to  which  the  steam-boat  from  Lisbon  plies;  and  the  market 
town  of  Alhandni ; — all  formed  important  points  in  the  line  of 
fortifications  established  by  Wellington  for  tlic  defence  oflJ^ 
bon,  panicularly  the  latter  place.  A  second  line  of  fortified 
hciffhts  extended  behind  the  other,  which  has  been  already 
described,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Mafra  to  the  banks  of 
tlic  Tagus  between  Povoa  and  Iria;   whilst  a  formidable  flc^ 
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of  giin-boats  took  possession  of  the  channel  of  tlic  river,  and 
prevented  any  medit;iled  approach  of"  the  enemy  to  Lisbon  by 
vater.  But  we  must  now  pursue  our  journey  to  Mafra,  It  in 
impossible,  however^  to  travel  over  this  wild  district,  the  recol- 
leciion  of  which  tlic  deeds  of  Wclliaglon  have  rendered  iose- 
parable  from  British  history,  without  entering  with  theutmosl 
degree  of  interest  into  the  minutest  details  of  the  military  ar- 
rangetnenu  which  reHeet  such  immortal  honour  on  iheir  au- 
thor, and  no  language  can  do  them  more  ample  justice  than 
that  of  the  perspicnous  and  autbeulic  narrative  of  Colonel 
Jones ; — 

ElJoiq  Ifiupua  equilm  fujnnnlii^  anUcru  colla. 

The  road  from  Torres  Vedras  to  MaTra  runs  across  a  moun- 
tainous district,  presenting  no  other  scenery  than  extensive 
heaih>i^  bounded  towards  the  sea  by  pine-woods;  and  deep  in- 
tervening vallies,  which  have  no  beauties  to  offer  in  compa- 
rison with  those  of  the  Minho  and  Tras  ob  Montes,  The 
dome  and  towers  of  the  palace  presented  themselves  a  long 
time  to  our  view  before  we  reached  the  town,  which  we 
at  last  effected  by  a  steep  ascent  under  an  almost  inter- 
minable line  of  high  wall,  by  which  the  royal  park,  (the  Ta- 
pada  de  Mafra,)  attached  to  the  building,  is  surrounded.  Here 
wc  found  two  British  regiments  in  garrison,  the  remainder  of 
our  troops  having  been  called  in  from  their  out-quarters  into 
barracks  at  Belem,  Lisbon,  and  in  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. The  apprehensions  of  the  government,  remarkable  for 
its  weakness  and  vacillation,  are  said  to  have  called  for  this 
movement;  but  for  what  eventual  purpose  it  is  difficult  to 
comprehend,  because  all  parties  have  already  had  it  suffi- 
ciently proved  to  them  by  the  temperate  and  forbearing  policy 
of  our  ambassador  and  commander-in-chief,  that  the  intentions 
of  England  are  not  to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  their  do- 
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mc^tic  question  of  the  con^lUtitmnal  charter,  bat  to  leave  lift 
adj iifitmcat  exclusively  Iei  the  I'lirtu^uese  thciiific*lvcs.  One 
benefit  derived  from  tlie  presence  of  the  Brilisli  Eroups  here,  in 
the  eticoiirtigvnietit  wliich  has  in  conse(|iienee  been  giveu  to 
the  C5tublistLmcnt  of  a  new  and  comfortable  estaiageai,  in 
whtcJi  the  siuinj^  ami  Iwil-rooms,  from  not  having  been  oeeu* 
picd  by  native  travellers,  have  not  yet  lost  their  claima  to  be 
Cfjn34idere<l  on  a  [>ar  i[i  [KMnt  of  comfort  and  eK<atiliue<Lfi  with 
those  usually  aflorded  by  the  inns  of  England.  It  has  the  ad- 
vantujfe  likewise  oftttanding  immediately  in  front  of  tlie  fine 
west  facade  of  the  royal  edifice. 

The  extent  uf  thiti  noble  structure  is  prodigious ;  it  eontains 
ut  onee  a  palace,  a  convent,  and  a  church  of  impa^ng  magni- 
tude, and  it  is  proudly  termed  the  Escurialof  Portu^L  Mafra 
ift  about  twenty  miles  uortli  of  Lir^bonp  and  is  smrounded  by  a 
bleak  and  iio)itary  country  within  view  of  the  sea.  It  was 
considered  a  place  of  great  strength  in  the  time  of  the  Moors, 
who  bniit  a  fortress  here,  of  which,  however,  no  vestijifcs  arc 
discoverable  at  the  present  day.  On  this  S[)Ot,  John  V.,  who 
surrendered  himself  to  a  connpl  nobility,  an  intriguing  and 
;trtiut  prit\sthoixl,  and  women  of  bad  character,  not  contented 
with  the  vain  display  of  bavini;  elevated  tlie  church  of  Lisbon 
into  a  patriarchate,  to  vie  with  that  of  St.  Peter's  at  itomc. 
employed  hl»  troops  in  the  erection  of  an  edilice  that  was  to 
eclipse  by  itA  splendour  and  magniticence  the  glories  of  the 
Spanish  K^eurial.  Its  construction  was  confided  to  a  foreign 
arctiilect ;  its  cmbellii*hmentfl  were  completed  by  J>utcb> 
French,  and  Italian  artinta  ;  and  ttte  splendid  vestments  in  silk 
for  the  service  of  the  priest^  were  manufactured  at  Lyoni*, 
The  marbles,  which  resemble  wood  with  work  inlaid,  are  princi- 
pally the  pr<)ductionR  of  the  mountain  overlooking  Cintra,  and 
oftho  celebrated  qviarry  of  Pero-Pinheiro.  The  six  colossal 
columns  in  red  marble,  of  one  single  block,  wluch  decorate  the 
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tiirec  chief  altars  of  the  church,  and  the  large  pannelfi  of 
Riarble,  Itcrfeotly  black,  which  adorn  the  lower  part  of  the 
aide  walls,  justly  challenge  the  admiration  of  travellers. 
The  six  urgans  in  the  chapel  are  extremely  handsome,  and 
their  tones  perfectly  correspond  with  the  richnes*  of  their  ex- 
tLTiiT  f.irnanionts.  This  sumptuous  building  might  be  stip- 
poscct  to  commemorate  the  triumph  of  folly,  bigotry,  and  the 
inqtit-Hicion.  The  Marquess  Pombal  converted  it  to  some  useful 
purposes  during  the  reign  of  Joseph,  and  dismissed  the  monks; 
but  U11  the  death  of  that  monarch,  they  were  restored  by  an 
imbecile  and  supcratitious  queen  to  tlic  full  enjoyment  of  all 
their  privileges  of  penaoce,  fast,  mass,  and  innige-wonsbip, 
within  the  palace.  At  present  their  number  is  greatly  rC* 
duced,  and  their  cloisters  are  given  up  for  the  reception  of  the 
British  soldiers.  The  greater  portion  of  the  windows  have  no 
glass  in  tliem,  and  are  closed  with  shutters  painted  red,  which 
give  the  whale  building  a  most  shabby  appearance- 

"  From  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  this  edifice,"*  says  Mr. 
Murphy,  "  it  may  be  considered  as  the  Escurial  of  Portugal, 
which  structure  the  royal  founder  intended  to  emulate,  attd 
the  trcasnrca  which  be  lavished  on  it,  if  properly  applied, 
would  have  raised  a  pile  much  superior  lo  the  Escurial  in  point 
of  architecture;  but  unfortunately  the  designer  of  it  had 
neither  a  mind  to  conceive,  nor  a  hand  lo  execute  a  design 
for  a  glcbc-house,  much  less  a  basilisk  and  royal  palace.  The 
name  of  this  mechanic  was  Fredericic  Ludoviei,  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  a  goldsmith  by  profession.  After  amaMsing  a 
considerable  fortune  in  executing  the  gold  and  silver  utenetls 
of  the  patriarchal  church  at  Lisbon,  he  was  appointed,  through 
favour,  to  design  and  execute  this  fabric/' 

"  The  plan  of  this  edifice  forms  a  quadrangle,  nif^suriiig 
from  easrt  to  west  7C0  feel,  and  from  north  to  south  670  feet- 
In  the  centre  of  the  west  front  is  a  ^rt  of  an  Ionic  hexa.slylo 
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portico  which  leads  to  tlic  church ;  at  each  lude  is  a  pavilion, 
otie  fur  tbe  aecuun  nodal  ioEi  ut  the  riiyal  family,  the  other  for 
the  patriarch  aud  mitred  c^itobd.  At  the  rear  of  tlie  building 
lA  a  monastery  with  300  eelU.  The  library  is  381  paJmoB 
long  by  43  broad>  aud  is  supposed  to  coDtaiu  between  40  and 
50,000  volumes.  In  the  dado  of  tbe  high  altar  are  two  large 
tables  of  black  marble  w  liighly  poli.<<lied  that  Jolm  V.  used 
them  as  lookiug-gta^es  before  they  were  sent  hither.  Among 
tbe  ornaments  of  the  edifice  are  59  statues  of  Carrara  marble, 
aome  of  which  are  very  well  executed.  We  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  whole  by  the  number  of  apart- 
ments it  contsiin^,  whieti  amount  to  d€6;  the  doors  and  win- 
dows being  about  5200.  The  entire  of  this  ^■as^  pile  is  \iiulted 
and  covered  over  w'nh  flags,  forming  a  platform  whereby  we 
may  walk  over  the  summit  of  the  edifice.  The  gardens, 
which  are  at  the  rear,  arc  very  extensive,  and,  formerly,  were 
well  stored  with  exotics  imported  from  Asia,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica, by  the  founder.  Father  John  dc  Prado  has  published  a 
particular  description  of  the  buildings  of  Mafra,  1761." 

We  cannot  better  perliaps  conclude  this  account  of  Mafra. 
than  by  sending  you  a  sketch  of  the  discipline  used  by  the 
ArrabidoB  monks,  who  have  now  resumed  positession  of  their 
cells-  It  is  made  nf  thr  threads  of  the  American  aloe,  '*  fio 
de  pita,"  which  are  prepared  only  in  Algarva,  and  particularly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  l/iule.  Tbe  most  perfect  leaves  being 
selected,  their  juices  and  pulp  are  prefixed  out,  when  only  the 
nerves  of  tlie  leaves  remain,  which  are  afterwards  divided  into 
very  fine  tlireads.  and  the*e  arc  exposed  to  the  beams  of  the 
sun  for  the  purpose  of  being  dried.  They  may  be  employed 
for  almost  any  purposes,  but  their  most  useful  application  is 
decidedly  in  the  form  of  a  scourge  to  the  shoulders  of  self-* 
chastising  monks.  With  respect  to  the  rosary,  a  few  words 
from  Costigan,  and  this  letter  shall  be  dismissed: — "The 
complete  rosary  consists  of  fifteen  paternosters,  und  one  bun- 
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dred  and  fifty  ave-marias,  ten  of  the  last  to  each  of  the  first; 
so  that  the  whole  rosary  contains  fifteen  parts  or  mysteries 
concerning  the  Son  and  the  Vii^n  Mary,  The  '*  terpj"  is  a 
third  part  of  the  rosary.  The  mysteries  are  divided  into  ter- 
foes ;  the  first  five  are  called  the  joyful  mysteries ;  the  second 
five,  the  dolorous ;  and  the  last,  the  glorious  mysteries/'  The 
missal  contains  prayers  and  directions  for  religious  worship  in 
"  a  tongue  not  understanded  of  the  people/' 


FHANCI5CAN    DISCIPLIXL,    tUOSS,    &C, 


LETTER   XVII. 


A  clijcr*  AinaDg  fov  iaki\i  iiolc. 
And,  foitli>  lic'li  |krcnt  Jt- 


Lisbon,  tU97. 
The  SeiTA  de  Cintra,  with  the  town  and  beautiful  qiiintas 
at  its  base,  embosomed  in  orange  and  lemon  grovcft,  form 
the  grand  feature  in  the  landscape  between  Mafra  and  LUbou. 
The  towering  points  crowned  by  the  Castcllo  dos  Mourcw  and 
the  PcTiha  Convent  were  seen  to  our  right  duriiijj  the  greater 
part  of  the  day's  journey ;  and.  owing  to  the  clearness  of  tlic 
atmosphere,  H  appeared  att  if  we  were  eonlmually  approaching 
them,  whilst  in  reality  the  distance  between  us  remained  as 
|;rcat  w  ever.  Time  did  not  permit  ue  to  revisit  that  charm- 
ing^ scenery,  and  therefore  we  were  obliged  to  satisfy  ourHelvefl 
with  the  distant  prospect  of  the  "  glorious  Eden/'  with  its 
**  variegated  maze  of  mount  and  glen/'  aa  we  passed  along 
the  road.  The  route,  an  excellent  one,  which  was  opened  in 
the  reign  of  John  V.,  led  us  through  the  villages  of  Abrunheira 
and  Pinhciro  to  Cabe^a  dc  Montachique,  a  place  of  some 
impoilancc  in  the  late  memorable  campaigns;    thence  by 
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Loure3,  celebrated  for  its  orange  groves,  whose  fruit  is  said  to 
surpass  all  others  in  size  and  quality,  to  Carnide  and  Lumiar, 
leaving  Luz,  where  there  is  a  convent  belonging  to  the  knights 
of  the  order  of  Christ,  to  the  right ;  and  hence  to  Campo- 
Grande,  which  on  Sundays  and  days  of  festivity  is  tJie  usual 
resort  of  the  pleasure -see  king  iuhabitants  of  the  raetropolis- 
Frora  the  Campo  Pequeno,  a  pltun  of  some  extent,  where  the 
troops  forming  the  garrison  of  Lisboo  are  occasionally  exer- 
cised,  the  whole  line  of  road  into  the  city  is  bordered  on  either 
Bide  with  the  country  residences  and  gardens  of  the  wealthier 
class  of  Portuguese. 

The  high  commanding  grounds  ivbicb  rise  behind  Lisbon^ 
are  entirely  covered  with  chapels,  churches,  and  convents, 
which  give  the  traveller  at  a  distance  an  idea  of  grandeur 
which  he  will  find  far  from  being  realized  when  he  has  once 
fairly  entered  the  town  ;  where,  as  Costigan  remarks  with  great 
truth,  he  will  find  every  prospect  in  the  distance  to  be  as 
beautiful  as  the  spot  immediately  under  his  nose  is  nauseous 
pnd  di^usting.  The  autumnal  atmosphere  of  Lisbon  ts,  if 
|>ossible,  more  oppressive  and  offensive  than  even  under  the 
highest  degree  of  summer  heat ;  for  the  filth  of  the  streets  has 
become  more  completely  volatilized,  and  the  air  seems  to  be 
absolutely  charged  with  feculent  particles  and  ammoniac  salt. 

Our  arrival  from  the  provinces  has  been  greeted  "with  a 
tremendous  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  the  usual  precur* 
sors  of  the  rainy  season  in  Portugal*  The  sudden  explosion 
of  an  electrical  cloud  immediately  over  oar  hotel  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  has  afforded  us  a  specimen  of  these  Lusitanian  storms, 
so  awful  and  tremendous  that  we  have  no  desire  to  witness  a 
repetition  of  it.  It  so  alarmed  our  native  attendant,  that  he 
actually  turned  as  pale  as  death,  and  threw  himself  on  the 
sofa,  covering  his  face  with  both  his  hands,  and  crying  out  for 
assistance  to  St,  Anthony,  the  particular  saint  of  Lisbon. 
Peradventure,  however,  the  worthy  Lar  was  at  the  time  other- 


) 


ILU'STRATED, 

wtM  occuT^ied ;  perhapA  in  hiA  native  city  of  Padua,  preacbihg 
to  cattle,  or  listemiig  to  some  mariners'  entreatieK  for  protec 
tion  in  a  moment  of  peril ;  or  possibly  be  might  bavf  been 
Aflleep,  for  tbe  atorm  contitiucd  to  rag«  with  unabated  fury, 
notwithstanding  the  groans  and  prayers  of  our  I'ortugucva 
domestic,  until  at  length  a  clreadful  crash  wo^  heard  in  tbe 
adjoining  apartment,  which,  ouing  to  St.  Anthony's  previous 
engagement,  had  been  struck  by  the  bg^itning,  when  large 
fragments  of  granite  were  driven  from  the  blocks  in  the  wail 
and  strewed  over  the  floor.  This  is  about  the  period  of  the 
year^  likewbe,  when  the  sensations  of  earthqiiakeit  are  expe- 
rienced at  Lisbon,  which  are  much  more  to  be  dreaded  here 
than  the  plngnc ;  and  altogether  we  wore  not  BOrry  when  the 
i>toTm  bad  passed  away  to  the  southward. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that,  during  our  absence  in  tlic  pro- 
vincos,  thi£  metropolis  has  been  the  scene  of  one  political 
ftfuriti  wUhixjt  any  intermission.  The  alnioupWre  is  dark  and 
gloomy;  the  signs  of  the  times  are  portentous  and  alarming 
even  to  those  acquainted  with  the  imbecility,  iaconj^iKteiieies, 
and  inconstancy  of  principle*  by  which  the  present  government 
is  di^tinguiiihed.  The  Regient  seems  to  have  aWndoned  her 
judgment  and  her  lirmness  of  purpose  to  her  Camarilla,  of 
which  Maria  do  Ref^gate  and  the  intriguing  Trigozo,  a  deputy 
and  cx-ministcr*  are  the  most  tnflaentiuL  and  therefore  the 
mo«t  mischievous  members;  llie  lutendanl  i>f  the  Pciicv  Inuj 
been  making  daily  cncroacbmcnis  upon  the  liberty  grouted  to 
the  people  by  the  charter;  the  liberal  publications  uf  the  day 
bare  been  suppressed,  and  their  authors  without  any  tbnn  of 
juittice  tlirown  into  confinement;  the  prisons  are  filled  with 
persons  obnoxious  to  the  ruling  authorities  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  the  constitutional  system ;  the  hynm  of  free- 
dom, composed  by  the  £ mpcror,  is  forbidden  to  be  sold  or  to 
be  sitng ;  and  we  see  the  heroic  defender  of  Porto  riding  about 
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m  his  plain  clothes,  awaiting  his  trial  for  the  recent  cxprcs- 
Htutis  uf  popular  feeling  in  the  north,  ti])oii  liic  rcmmal  of  Sal- 
dftnha  rrom  the  ministry,  which  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
repress ;  nnd  lajst,  though  not  by  any  meann  the  \e.sutl  of  Ihe 
impending:  evils,  the  Lisbon  Bank  is  reprted,  to  the  conster* 
naUi>n  nf  all  holders  of  its  notes,  to  be  upon  tlic  eve  of  publish' 
ing  a  declaration  of  its  in&olvcney- 

Thc  natunil  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  ij,  that  fore- 
boding £u6pieion  and  gloomy  silence  prevail  throu^i^hout  the 
place;  and  that,  as  in  Turkey,  he,  is  mof*t  secure  of  Itis  life 
who  hafi  neither  eyeB>  nor  ears,  nor  tongue.  Great  doubts,  of 
courMe,  begin  to  be  entertained  of  the  sincerity  of  Don  Mi^ielV 
professions,  mado  in  i^uch  a  school  as  that  of  Metternich, 
Some  [leuplc  discover  in  the  l»tc  anti-constitutional  proceed* 
irg^  of  the  Princess  Regent's  ministers,  not  only  the  ascen- 
dancy in  her  couucUs  of  the  Corciinda  or  Absolutist  party, 
but  the  probability  of  their  sentiments  being  in  accordance 
with  the  secret  views  and  opinions  of  the  Infant  her  brother, 
who  is  destined  by  the  Emperor  to  become  her  suceessor  in 
the  regency.  The  Empress  Queen,  it  is  said,  has  been  con- 
cocting mischief  in  her  retirement  at  Queluz,  by  keeping  up  a 
warm  currespondcnct^  with  her  party  in  Spain;  and  nothing 
catL  induce  her  to  come  to  the  Palace  of  the  Ajuda,  from 
whose  windows  ihe  intolerable  vif^w  o(  the  British  men  of  war 
at  anchor  in  the  Tagus  would  present  itself  to  her  eyes. 
Mucli  as  Don  Miguel, — with  whom,  by  the  bj-c,  at  present 
the  army  is  said  to  be  to  a  man,— may  be  feared  and  disliked 
by  the  constitutionalists,  tlie  old  Qut^en  is  held  in  a  far  greater 
degree  of  abhorrence,  ag  well  loo  on  accoimt  of  her  moral  as 
jkolitical  conduct^  and  everything  that  i%  bad  and  injurious  to 
the  novel  institutions  of  the  Emperor  is  expected  from  her 
baneful  iuUrfLrcnce  with  the  measures  of  government,  many 
of  whose  recent  acts  indeed  are  attributed  to  her  prcijonderat* 
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ing  iuflnenre-  Al  ^iicN  a  critical  moratiit  for  Portiignl  a^  this, 
ardently  anxious  as  one  may  feel  for  the  continued  cxUtenee 
of  the  free  form  of  government  to  which  s!ie  has  b**en  n.-j(tnre4l 
by  her  legitimate  monarch  under  the  guarantee  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  and  more  especially  of  Austria  fmm  Ihe  ilea* 
of  relationship,  it  is  im{kO£sible  not  lo  have  some  apprehensions 
alwut  tlic  ftitiire;  not  almost  lo  give,  luwl  yet  reluctantly,  inlu 
the  opinion  that  the  Portuguese  are  incapable  of  liberly,  or  at 
least  of  steady  rcflistancc  to  the  tyranny  of  misrule.  Hmv 
well  to  the  influential  orders  of  Portugal  do  the  reproachful 
lines  of  Uyron  apply  I^ 

Po<ir  [Ukltry  hIavpoI  ynii  hnrn  miilHl  nolil^t  iic(*n4>4 — 
"Why,  Nslurc,  vraiit^  thy  woii(lrr«  on  lucb  mm  f 

A  new  and  alarming  feature  in  tbcBc  eventful  times,  just 
cunimunitated  to  us,  descrr^cs  to  be  particularly  noticed. 
Nossa  Senhom  da  Koca  is  a  well-knowQ  enemy  of  the  consti- 
tutional sy^tem^  and  indeeJ  her  birtii  took  place  expressly  to 
obtain  a  triumph  for  the  Corcundas  over  the  liberal  party,  for 
(he  clestniction  of  freedom,  and  Ihe  restoration  of  all  the  old 
follies,  superstitions,  and  baneful  influence  of  the  monastic  and 
ecclesiastical  orders,  A  votive  table^  "  inilegrc  que  fez,"  &c. 
has  been  suspended  near  the  altar  where  this  lady  of  the 
rabbit-hole  reeeivcs  ihe  oblations  of  her  subjecU.  Crowds  of 
people  from  all  quarters  of  Lisbon  have  been  hurrying  to  ace 
it*  It  lias  excited  universal  inlere-st,  ami  rliMcIiisex  pretty 
clearly  what  are  Uic  secret  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  old 
Queen,  with  her  partisans,  who  are  now  confidently  said  to  be 
increasing  in  numbern.  Thi5  miserable  daub  represents  Don 
Miguel  decorated  with  (be  insignia  of  royalty,  and  directed  by 
the  archangel  Michael  towards  the  royal  palace,  where  the  old 
Queen  is  seated  to  receive  him  on  an  elevated  platform,  in 
front  of  which  several  troops  of  soldiers,  and  of  other  Portu- 
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giiese,  are  kneeling.     The  following  linea  are  itisciibed  uuder- 
jifiath: — 

Para  i^toria  ila  Religiao, 

Sftlrc^ao  dc  Portu^l, 

FaXi  Utilidode  e  FelicHladc,  dos  Portugueaeai 

O  Arijo  do  &ENUOR» 

Pcia  intcrccssao  da.  Soberona  \  irgem,  Mai  de  Dfios^ 

OuTindo  oa  supplicas  dos  JusLos, 

CoDiIuz  VLO  9cio  cIo.  F&trJa,  tio  a&Mriito  do  Throao, 

AoB  brazos  da  [(oporfitm  Rainha  aua  m&ij 

O  S^renia&iino  Senhor  D.  MLgucI, 

TraEcndo  naa  znaoa  a  palma  da  viclciria  de  eeus  Tninu^ot, 

£  a  oUreira  da  poz. 

For  esse  voto  formado  desde  o  tnno  de  1B1&1, 

Par  Miguel  Jcne  Soares,  ^rmfMo  e  tiol  d<^vot^ 

Da  laeuna  ^cnbora, 

CoDsagro  eale  monuioento 

J^o  rentUTOBo  dia  de  sens  anboa  1827. 

We  subjoin  the  translation : — '*  For  the  glory  of  religion,  sal- 
vation of  PortugaU  peace,  unity,  and  felicity  of  the  Portuguese, 
the  Angel  of  the  Lord,  by  the  intercession  of  the  Sovereign 
Virgin,  Mother  of  God,  hearing  the  supplications  of  the  just, 
conducts  to  the  bosom  of  his  country,  to  the  seat  on  the 
throne,  to  the  arms  of  the  Empress  Queen  his  mother,  the 
most  Serene  Lord  D.  Miguel,  bearing  in  his  hands  the  palm 
of  victory  over  his  enemies,  and  the  olive  branch  of  peace. 
For  the  vow  made  since  the  year  1824,  by  Michael  Jose 
Scares,  a  firm  and  faithful  servant  of  the  same  lady,  this  mo- 
nument was  consecrated  on  the  fortunate  day  of  his  anniver- 
sary in  1827." 

The  packet  which  is  to  waft  us  to  the  shores  of  old  Eng- 
land, away  from  these  scenes  of  oppression  and  discord,  has 
just  anchored  under  the  height  upon  which  our  hotel  is  si- 
tuated.    We  have  now  only  one  week  to  remain  here,  which 
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wc  shall  employ  in  completing  our  examination  of  the  public 
buildiugs  in  Lisbon  which  yet  remain  to  be  visited.  In  the 
meanwhile  we  cannot  help  contra-iting  the  condition  of  this 
miserable  and  distracted  country  with  free  and  happy  Eng- 
land^ calmly  reposing  m  the  dignified  possession  of  power, 
wealth,  and  peace; — England, 

Tho  TO}iil  tlironv  of  U\n^,  tho  tMptdlvd  U«, 
Thtt  cnitli  i>rmnjefrty;  thCMAftt  of  Msn; 
Another  Hdcn,  demy  ParadiM; 
Th«  fortraflu  buitt  by  Nutiiri*  for  horttlfp 
Againit  itkf«K^tion  and  t1i<»  liAnd  of  wir; 
The  prvcioUB  stono  Mt  in  tlui  lilvor  actt, 
Wliich  M-rven  it  in  tht-  offiriruf  a  waJl, 
Or  114  A  mont  cli:ift»nftJT«  lo  n  hoiiiw, 
Agaifiit  tlir^  envy  of  ten  hnppirr  Unr1«. 

KiMj  RjcHAKn  TL 

But  in  the  fund  anllcipatiou  of  our  native  land  we  are  for- 
getting Lisbon ;  so>  to  resume  our  tour  with  the  quarter  of  Be- 
lem,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Reetello,  which  "  so 
nearly  joiiiH  Lisbon/'  e-s  Link  nhserven,  "  that  it  is  difficult  to 
discover  the  Reparation:  ^uid  the  suburb  of  Alcantara  U  only 
divided  by  a  bridge  over  a  small  brook,  which  here  falls  into 
the  Tagufl-  This  suburb  is  only  separated  by  an  artificial 
boundary  from  that  of  Junqueira.  as  U  the  latter  from  the 
town  of  Belcm,  A  foreigner,  however^  going  to  Belem,  would 
not  suppose  he  had  quitted  Lisbon.  It  is  a  coD-^iderablc 
market-town,  where  many  persons  of  property  and  trades- 
people of  the  higher  classes  have  houses.  Formerly  the  royal 
family  resided  there,  but  the  castle  being  burnt,  they  removed 
to  Qucluz.  In  Bclcm  is  a  monastery  of  friars  of  the  order  of 
St.  Jcronymo,  instituted  by  Dom  Manuel,  the  architecture  of 
which  is  very  striking ;  for  instead  uf  endeavouring  to  preserve 
symmetry,  the  greatest  pains  have  been  taken  to  avoid  every 
axternal  appeaniace  of  t^ularity,  one  pillar  beiug  made  iuteu' 
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tionally  different  from  another-  The  adjotning  church,  how- 
ever, is  in  a  Gothic  but  grand  style,  and  creates  a  pleasitig 
impression.  There  are  besides  in  Belem  two  new-built,  neat, 
and  very  handsome  churches.  Near  to  one,  that  of  Nossa 
Seiihora  de  Ajuda,  is  the  botanic  g:arden  and  museum ;  and 
further  on,  a  royal  garden,  A  Quinta  da  Raynha,  -with  a 
menagerie  at  the  entrance  and  several  aWaries,  Beyond 
Belem  is  a  park  of  considerable  size,  the  trees  and  bushes  of 
which  are  olive  trees  and  broom.  The  chace  on  the  north  of 
tlie  river  is  confined  to  the  prince,  but  that  on  the  south  is  free 
for  the  public-" 

The  magnificent  Church  ajid  Monastery  of  Belem  were 
founded  in  149D  by  Emmanuel^ — ^who,  as  Murphy  observes, 
purchased  the  hand  of  Isabella  of  Castile  ^vith  the  blood  of  his 
Jewish  subjects,  which  her  priestly  advisers  had  instigated  her 
to  demand  for  dowry ,^to  commemorate  the  discovery  of  India 
by  Vasco  de  Garaa.  The  libraiy  is  said  to  contain  nearly 
thirty  thousand  volumes. 

Upon  the  death  of  John  IL,  sumamed  the  Great,  who 
through  life  had  been  intent  on  the  discovery  of  India,  his 
successor,  Emmanuel,  resolved  to  prosecute  his  designs  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power.  Accordingly,  three  vessels  were  equipped 
for  the  arduous  attempt,  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
Vasco  de  Gama,  his  brother  Paul,  and  his  friend  Nicholas 
Coello.  Upon  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity,  the  enterprising 
leader  received  from  the  hands  of  his  sovereign  the  banner  of 
the  military  order  of  Christ;  and  the  day  previous  to  his  de- 
parture he  conducted  his  crew  to  the  Chapel  of  Belem  or 
Bethlehem,  where  he  passed  the  night  together  with  them  in 
prayer  and  in  the  solemn  offices  of  devotion.  Early  on  the 
following  day,  the  8th  of  July,  1497,  the  year  before  Colum- 
bus discovered  the  mouth  of  the  Oronoko  in  South  America, 
Vasco  de  Gama  was  attended  to  the  point  of  embarkation  by 
a  procession  of  priests  chaunting  anthems,  and  by  a  multitude 
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of  friends  whoise  teara  and  invcjcalions  implor^tl  llie  divine 
protection  for  Uic  hardy  advcnturcrn^  The  Unc&  oi  Thomstoii 
admirably  depict  the  perils  oP  thv  underlakiii^,  mid  Uie  glo- 
rioua  oonscqucncca  to  the  world  of  dc  Gaume  success:-— 

With  »uch  riini]  r^a*  t\n:  dnring  Hodia  fouuht 
F«t  many  ix  Hny  a-iid  many  a  tlrcaJfiil  ni^ht, 
luct^BBsrit)  InLiuurin^  rvujiil  1li«  nluraiy  CtipC!, 
Ily  boM  mdUiiuii  Icil,  Mtd  lioMur  ihiat 
Of  pold.     For  llicn  fium  «ncj«iit  |{)oaiit  Gincr(r-J 
The  riaioG  ^ortd  ut'tfwic;  Ibc  Ocniui.  Ibcn. 

Of  navi^liffh,  that  ut  hopuli^n  slutti 
llftd  Alumbcrocl  on  the  rut  AtVantic  4^p 
Foridk  og<^.fflA(-tin^,hcanl  al  liut 
The  Lniilanijiu  princv  ;  who*  heaven -triEipifutlt 
To  bvooTiMofuL  plury  routed  aiaikkiii<L, 
And  m  unbouiid«fl  conuntTrcc  mixod  the  world- 
Ill  selecting  the  spot  where  Va^co  de  Gama  had  embarked, 
r<ir  the  site  of  thi&  noble  fabric,  the  fi:>rtiLnale  inonardi  ptiid 
due  honour  to  the  memory  of  the  great  Henry,  Dukeof  Viseu, 
who  wais  jii!4tly  regarded  by  the  nation  ns  the  (^lusc  and  utithor 
of  the  discoveries  in  the  east,  by  the  erection  ui  \m  statue  over 
the  portal  of  the  church.     One  of  his  eaHicKt  cares,  likewise, 
waA  the  eon^truction  of  a  strong  tower  with  two  batterie»  and 
several  pieces  uf  camion,  opposite  the  building,  to  be  at  once  ft 
defence  to  the  monastery,  aud  to  guard  the  approach  to  the 
capital-     The  bciiultful  line  of  qtniy  <ind  wharfs  contiguous  to 
Jlclcm  Tower,  was  built  at  a  eubscipicnt  period  by  the  Mar- 
quess Pouibal,  in  the  reign  of  Joueph  I.     Emnianuul  did  not 
lire  to  complete  the  sacred  edifice*  which  he  had  commenced 
in   gratitude  to  heaven  for   the  discov^ery  of  India;    it  was 
Gaished  by  his  son  and  successor  John  III.,  as  the  following 
iusenpiion  over  the  entrance  iato  the  monastery  records:— 
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I  Auik  opus  hnrea  regni,  tA  ptctfltiH  uterijuu,,  ^^M 

[  Structure  cerlaiit  religtone  parM.  ^^M 

''  Providence,"  says  Murphy^  "fortunately  saved  this  beau- 
tiful building  from  the  destructive  eflects  of  the  memorable 
earthquake,  1755,  except  the  great  arch  of  the  transept^  which 
received  a  shock  jq  that  disaster,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
fell  the  ensuing  year.  Many  of  the  royal  families  of  Portugal 
are  interred  here,  and  other  persons  of  distinction,  as  may  be 
collected  from  the  inscriptioni*  on  their  monuments.  The  ar- 
chitecture is  a  species  compounded  of  the  Noncan-Gothic  and 
Arabian  styles.  The  cloister  adjoining  to  the  church  exhibits 
wm\G  excellent  specimens  uf  Arabesque  ornaments,  designed 
with  a  good  deal  of  taste  and  fancy,  and  executed  with  care/' 
The  celebrated  manuscript  bible,  which  Pope  Julius  11.  pre- 
sented to  Emmanuel  as  an  acknowledgement  for  his  donation 
of  some  of  the  first  gold  brought  fi-om  ludla^  was  carried  offby 
the  French  with  the  restoftlieir  plunder.  Louts  XVIII.  pur- 
chased and  restored  it  to  the  convent. 

To  the  genius  and  enterprising  disposition  of  the  immortal 
Henry,  the  science  of  navigation,  and  all  the  improvements  in 
European  commerce,  are  so  much  indebted  for  their  rapid 
advance,  that  a  brief  sketch  of  his  character  and  life  will  not 
perhaps  be  misplaced  here,  where  we  are  viewing  the  noblest 
monument  that  records  the  result  of  his  labours.  Having  re- 
ceived the  most  careful  and  liberal  education  from  his  father, 
John  I.,  he  early  evinced  a  strong  disinclination  for  the  plea- 
sures of  a  voluptuous  court,  and  a  determined  preference  for 
retirement  and  study,  particularly  of  mathematics  and  astro- 
nomy. During  the  space  of  forty  years  he  prosecuted  his  pa- 
triotic designs  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  promoting  her 
commercial  interests  by  opening  the  route  to  the  eastern  world, 
and  by  establishing  the  decided  superiority  of  her  naval  powen 
But  higher  than  political  motives  seem  to  have  influenced  his 
exertions.     *' The  feelings  of  the  prince/'  observes  Mickle, 
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"  ^-ere  powerfully  enforced  by  religion.  To  extirpate  Mo- 
hammediAm,  wan  patrioti3in  in  Portugal;  and  to  inUict  just  rc- 
bibuiioQ  on  the  Moors  for  their  cruellies  in  Europe^  a  juat 
cause  of  war  against  tbcir  African  dominions.  It  was  the 
principle  wbicU  gav€  birth  to  and  supported  the  Portuj^ese 
monarchy.  Ttic  mariners  cornpass  had  indeed  been  invented 
before  the  birth  of  Henry,  but  was  improved  to  no  naval  ad- 
vantage. Traffic  atlll  crept  along  the  coasts,  ujid  no  sh}\}fi  were 
built  adapted  to  other  voyages.  In  building  the  town  of 
Sagrez,  near  Csipe  St.  Vincent,  in  the  kingdom  nf  Algarva,  hU 
avowed  object  wad  not  more  the  advancement  of  the  science 
of  DaTigation^  and  the  giving  a  broader  and  more,  [lermanent 
fi>undlbtto[i  to  commerce,  tlmn  the  propE^tion  of  the  gospel**' 
By  means  of  the  bible,  he  aspired  to  the  glory  of  inflicting  a 
mortal  wound  upon  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  and  by  brinpng 
nations  acquainted  with  the  trutlis  of  the  Gospel,  to  ensure 
their  civilization  and  happiness.  All  the  advantages  which 
tlie  commercial  nations  of  £uropu  derive  at  this  time  from  the 
diacovcricis  effected  upon  the  western  and  eastern  coasts  of 
Africa,  in  China,  the  H^st  and  West  Indies,  are  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  enterprising  genius  of  Henry.  It  is  recorded  of  hb 
wbHoth,  that  they  were  accu«tonied  to  leave  h!«  motto,  Taitni 
debknfairxy  on  the  different  places  which  they  discovered, 
and  no  more  suitable  memorial  of  his  great  dirLCting  mind 
could  possibly  have  been  suggested.  *'  The  difference  bctwceri 
tlie  present  state  of  Europe,  and  the  monkish  age  in  which  he 
was  born,  is."  as  Micklc  justly  observes^  '*  no  less  the  result  of 
hi»  genius  and  toils."  He  died  at  his  to^vn  of  Sagrez,  in  the 
67th  year  of  his  age,  1463,  having  passed  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  *'Si  non  cum  corpore  exiinguuntur  magnie 
animtc/' — if  the  souls  of  the  departed  arc  suffered  to  have  any 
knowledge  of  what  poiises  in  this  uctbcr  world,  one  might 
imagine  the  afiliction  with  which  Henr>''»  spirit  must  look 
down  upon  the  degraded  state  of  his  country ;  her  colonies. 
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lost;  hew  commerce  mined;  her  navy  def^troyed ;  bcr  rank 
among  nations  taken  away  from  her;  ber  religion  reduced  to 
a  Rystem  of  irrational  ceremonies,  and  the  only  means  of  na- 
tional renovation  rejected  by  the  indiieniial  classes,  the  nobi- 
lity and  clergy. 

It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  the  Portuguese  nation  that  Ca* 
moens,  a  poet  worthy  of  the  hero  whose  exploits  he  has  cele- 
brated in  his  Lusiad,  shonld  have  been  treated  with  *'  cold 
neglect"  by  one  monarch,  persecuted  by  another  whom  the 
hat  of  a  cardinal  did  not  render  the  more  compassionate 
Christian^  and,  at  length,  after  a  life  orim]>araIleled  misfor*- 
tunee,  having  in  hia  latter  days  been  dependent  upon  abns 
procured  in  the  streets  by  an  aged  black  servant,  a  Javane&e, 
who  had  once  saved  his  life  in  a  fihipwreck,  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  die  miserably  in  a  house  established  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  poor.  His  Lnsiad,  however,  which  is  jufitly 
considered  the  epic  poem  of  the  birth  of  commerce,  will  be 
sufficient  to  rescue  his  name  from  oblivion,  ''digtium  laude 
virum — Musa  retat  mon/'  He  died  in  the  year  157!),  at  the 
age  of  62.  Mickle  remarks  that  we  may  infer  "from  the 
speech  of  Gama  to  his  sovereign,  in  which  he  gives  a  de- 
s<:ription  of  Europe,  that  England,  at  the  time  when  Camoens 
wrote,  could  have  attained  but  little  consequence  in  the  poli- 
tical scale  of  nations,  for  he  omits  her  name  altogether  from 
his  enumeration  of  the  European  powers  ;** — 

And  now  as  head  of  a\\  th«  lordly  train 

Of  Europe's  realms  appears  iUuatrioua  Spaia- 

LlB.  Ill, 

and  this  perhaps  in  the  reign  of  our  Henry  VIIL,  though  the 
Lusiad  was  not  published  till  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth/' 

The  present  magnificent  palace  of  the  Ajuda  owes  its  origin 
entirely  to  the  slight  houses  of  mere  wood,  which  were  erected 
on  this  hill  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  court. 
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(mmedhifely  nfter  the  great  earthquake.  Tn  the  course  of 
Kune  few  years  aftcrwEirds  (hey  were  united,  niul  graduaily 
extended  into  a  large  irregular  pile  of  building,  and  at  leai^h 
were  accidentally  burnt,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  centur)', 
when  the  roynl  pHmily  ifnioved  to  Queluz.  Like  many  other 
foyo)  undertakings  in  Portugal,  the  pkn  of  this  new  palace  i^ 
wpon  a  «cate  of  mtignitude  quite  dift[>ro|Kjrticinate  to  the  means 
and  want!4  of  the  country.  The  entrance,  however,  is  im- 
posing, and  the  witte  of  roomR,  particularly  the  audience 
chambers,  arc  very  splendid.  They  contain  Bome  allegorical 
pictures  in  allusion  to  the  events  of  the  late  monarehR 
chccquercd  life,  which  arc  fairly  executed,  and,  as  wc  were 
inforniL-d,  by  a  iialive  artist,  and  some  small  paintings  in  a 
back  i^ailery,  the  subjects  of  which  have  been  taken  from 
WelliMgioii'ft  campaigns  in  the  Peninsula^  Extensive  as  the 
Btnicttirc  is,  it  is  not  yet  sufficiently  large  to  satisfy  the  royal 
pride,  and  accordingly  the  surrounding  town  is  to  be  removed 
to  make  way  for  gardens  and  other  appendages,  which  shall 
give  Lisbon,  as  ii  is  presumed,  a  royal  residence  v^iufj  in  mag- 
nificence and  richness  of  decorations  wiih  the  Ixiuvre  at 
Paris.  The  total  absence  of  trees,  however,  from  the  elevated 
platform  upon  which  it  stands,  and  where  in  all  probability 
they  can  never  be  made  to  {i^ow,  will  be  a  sod  deficiency  in 
its  pretensions  to  a  comparison  with  other  Kuropuan  palace?^. 
The  royal  residence  at  Salvaterra  is  ten  miles  from  LLsbou. 

The  palace  uf  the  Necessidades,  situated  in  this  quarter  of 
the  town,  has  been  the  occasional  residence  of  the  Portui^cse 
ftovereigns;  but  Joseph  converted  the  greater  part  of  it  into  a 
convent.  It  contains  a  library  with  a  good  collection  of  books, 
ft  small  muFiemn,  and  an  observatory.  Uh  gardens  are  srill  the 
favourite  promenade  of  foreigners,  becauBe,  if  they  have  few 
other  attractions,  they  are  at  least  always  sweet,  being  open 
lo  the  breezes  from  tlie  river.  We  have  been  much  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  kings  pding' ^tables,  which,  owing 
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to  the  fidelity  of  the  domestic  under  whose  charge  they  were 
left  during  the  absence  of  the  royal  family  in  BmsiJ,  were  se- 
cured from  injury,  aad  are  now  in  au  excellent  state  of  pre- 
servation. The  menagerie,  however,  has  lost  all  its  tenants 
save  a  poor  white  Polar  bear,  much  reduced  by  spare  diet- 
Tt  was  a  piteous  sight  to  Bee  the  poor  animal  licking  his  dry 
paws,  and  absolutely  groaning  under  the  effect  of  the  heat. 
We  treated  him  to  a  few  buckets  of  cold  water,  which  seemed 
to  revive  him  for  the  moment;  but  the  tender  mercies  of  his 
keepers  had,  it  was  quite  clear,  been  already  too  much  for 
him,  and  we  concluded  that  a  few  hours  would  terminate  his 
sufferings.  The  royal  museum  still  contains  a  respectable 
collection  of  natural  ciu^iosities ;  but.  considering  the  colonies 
possessed  by  Portugal  in  either  hemisphere,  by  no  means  cor- 
respondent in  extent  with  a  stranger*s  expectatioos, 

"  Brasil/'  says  Mr,  Southey,  '*  has  supplied  the  museum 
with  the  richest  collection  of  birds  I  ever  saw.  The  collection, 
if  well  dis)xised,  would  make  a  much  more  respectable  appear- 
ance; but  when  the  gloom  of  insanity  and  bigotry  prevails  at 
court,  little  can  be  expected  of  royal  encouragement.  Mai^ 
of  the  most  valuable  articles  have  lately  been  given  away  by 
the  prince  of  Brasil,  In  the  botanic  garden,  my  attention  was 
principally  engaged  by  two  statues,  dug  up  near  Montalegre 
in  1785t  and  now  stuck  up  on  each  side  the  door  of  the  garden, 
and  exposed  to  the  weather !  The  one  is  somewhat  larger 
than  the  other,  but  both  are  in  the  same  attitude,  and  repre- 
sent a  man,  his  hands  hanging  down,  and  holding  with  both  a 
small  round  shield  ;  evidently  too  rude  for  an  age  far  advanced 
in  civilisation,  yet  they  are  much  superior  to  the  efforts  of  a 
barbarous  one.  These  statues  give  ample  room  for  conjecture ; 
they  led  nie  to  reflect  on  many  stupendous  works  of  art,  which 
were  wondered  at  in  the  earliest  ages  of  history,  and  of  which 
the  authors  were  even  then  forgotten."  They  are  described 
by  the  author  of  the  "  Diary  of  an  Invalid,"  as  military  statues 
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belonging  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  Carth^nian  ooiiqucAt  of 
Spain.  A  column^  with  un  iuscription  recording  the  trea&oa- 
ablc  intentions  of  the  Uukc  of  Avciro  with  other  conspirators 
agfainst  the  life  of  Joseph  L>  and  markiug  the  mte  of  the 
traitf»rs  palace,  which  was  completely  destroyed,  and  the  soil 
upon  which  it  stood,  Rown  with  salt  as  an  additional  stamp  of 
ignominy,  instill  to  he  seen;  b;it,  a»  Link  remarks  "  »ome 
Rhop«  have  been  erected  beside  it  to  hide  the  inficription — a 
}Li5t  Aymbol  of  the  conduct  of  the  nation  on  this  subject;  for 
what  tbey  cannot  alter,  they  strive  to  conceal/'  A  church  was 
erected  on  the  npot  where  the  king's  carriage  wan  fired  at  by 
the  a£?cnt£  of  ti\e  Jesuits,  to  commemorate  his  escape,  and  was 
dedicated  to  Nossa  Scnhora  da  Livramcnto. 

There  is  a  small  convent  at  Belem,  called  "  Bom  Succcsso/' 
inhabiti^  by  a  few  nuns,  chiefly  natives  of  Irelaiid,  whose 
principal  means  of  subsistence  are  derived  from  the  sate  of 
sweetmeats  and  ornamental  baskets  for  flowers.  Their  litll^^ 
trade  ought  to  be  lucrative,  for  sweetmeats  arc  in  universal 
request  thioughout  Portugal,  and  ihnn  the  [iriiicipul  Iuxutj'  of 
Portuguese  tablci*,  Wc  have  often  seen  capacious  goblets  of 
water,  in  the  diHcrimination  of  whose  qualities  it  is  the  taknt 
of  all  classes  to  exhibit  great  acutcness,  slowly  imbibed,  in 
order  to  increase  and  prolou^  the  taste  of  the  preserved  fruits 
in  the  mouth.  It  is  to  this  habit  of  eating  sweetmeats,  "as 
proTocatives  to  drink  det-rp  dniu^hU  of  waltr,  which  blow  the 
body  out,"  that  Costigan  a^ribcs  "  the  little,  fat,  pursy,  mis- 
shapen persons  of  the  nobility,"  who  are  usually  seen  incased 
within  a  monstrous  circiimference  of  a  "  pale  and  unwholesome 
sort  of  churchyard  fat." 

But  for  the  monastery — "It  was  founded/  according  lo 
Murphy  s  statement,  "in  the  year  1626,  for  the  nuns  of  the 
onier  {rfSt,  Jeronymo,  but  through  the  munificence  of  Queen 
Luiza  dt?  Gusinan,  it  was  uAerwards  set  apart  for  females, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  entered  into  holy  orders.     It  is  dedi- 
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catcd  to  St.  Domiaick,  Tbe  Irish  convent  or  colioge  of  the 
Duuiinican  order  was  founded  in  lfi59,  by  Queen  Lur/a  de 
Ousman,  and  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  earthquake- 
Since  that  period  tlie  fathers  have  been  enabled  to  rebuild 
Uieir  little  seminary  and  church,  where  a  few  students  are 
educated  for  the  Romish  priesthood  in  Ireland."  There  are 
few  good  pictures  by  great  masters  to  be  met  with  in  the  Por- 
tuguese churches.  The  church  of  Santo  Domingos,  near  the 
palace  of  the  inquisition,  which  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  of 
the  ecclesiastical  structures  at  Lisbon,  contains  perhaps  the 
best  pictures.  Those  also  In  the  church  of  Nossa  Senhora  do 
Ixkretto  are  not  without  merit. 

The  patriarchal  church  is  situated  at  the  uorth-east  side  of 
the  town,  upon  an  eminence  that  oommands  a*niost  extensire 
and  beautiful  prospect.  "It  would  require  a  volume/'  says 
Murphy,  "to  describe  the  treasures  of  sacred  relics,  gold, 
silver,  precitjus  stones,  and  costly  j'urmtiire,  of  this  venerable 
edifice/'  The  French  understood  the  intrinsic  value  of  these 
articles,  ^ud  carried  away  the  greater  part  with  them  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Cintra  convention-  We  have  already  de- 
scribed  the  English  Protestant  burial  ground,  situated  above 
the  Estrella  convent  and  church,  and  have  now  to  remark 
that  it  was  Oliver  Cromwell  who  procured  for  British  sub- 
jects, in  addition  to  other  valuable  rights  and  immunities,  this 
site  for  a  place  of  separate  interment.  The  attachment  of  the 
Portuguese  to  religious  processions  is  well  known.  That  upon 
the  day  of  Corpus  Christi  is  represented  as  being  by  far  the 
most  splendid  of  these  ceremonies.  If,  instead  of  this  worse 
than  useless  parade,  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  were  spread 
throughout  the  country,  the  most  beneficial  effects  would  be 
the  certain  result  upon  the  morals  and  the  faith  of  the  people ; 
but  how  can  the  Portuguese  hear  without  a  preacher?  Per- 
haps the  missionary  system  of  France  might  be  well  adopted 
by  the   ruling  authorities  in  the   Portuguese  church  in  any 
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attempt  which  llic  Corto»  iftay  enjoin  ihem  to  make  (of  reno- 
Valiiig  the  character  uf  the  naUonsil  rcli^mu  Per^unA  arc 
frequently  met  ia  the  :«treetd  who,  we  are  told,  are  licensed  to 
he^  alnuA  for  iiidividuaU  in  distre^fl,  whoirte  names  ar^  fwt  re- 
vealed. Wore  Ihoro  no  abuses  accompanying:  this  mode  of 
collc-cliiig  charity,  the  fi^eling  ofdehcacy  LowartU  the  unfnrtu- 
uate,  to  vrhich  it  rou^t  owe  its  origiu,  would  be  Buthcientto 
ensure  it  unquFililied  approfiation ;  but,  ulau!  even  charily 
here  is  liable  to  be  perverted  and  distorted  to  unworthy  pur- 

.  The  eternal  din  of  the  bells  of  colleges  and  eonvcnts,  by 
which  we  arc  surrouiidfil,  has  become  an  inlnlerHhlt?  nui- 
fiance*  and  the  more  so  to  feelings  indignant  at  the  mi- 
seniile  mummery  to  which  they  often  invite.  Here  there  i« 
deception  in  everything ;  even  the  boys  who  sell  "  palitoa  *'  in 
die  streeliE  impose  upon  the  inexperienced  traveller  iikewers 
made  of  fir,  instead  of  those  delicately  finished  articles  of 
orange-wood  to  be  purcha^rd  at  CQimbra,  with  the  imputed 
manufacture  of  which  the  learned  students  of  that  second 
Athens  have  beep  so  cruelly  libelled.  A  word  more  about  the 
education  of  the  Portuguese,  one  of  whom»  a  liberal  Catholic, 
lately  made  to  mc  the  following  remark:  ''The  system  of 
education  followed  in  this  country  is  the  least  calculated  to 
lead  people  in  the  way  they  should  go ;  nay,  if  I  were  to  say 
that  there  really  is  no  ruling  system  at  alt,  I  should  be  nearer 
the  truth,  1  may  give  my  opinion  without  hesitation,  because 
1  may  compare  a  Portuguese  with  an  English  school,  hanng 
paj^'ied  three  years  in  each,  and  I  thank  God  that  I  left  the 
Portuguese  school,  before  it  was  too  late  for  mc  to  rea[)  the 
bene6t  of  a  tranaition  to  Sedgely  college  in  England  ;  for 
many  of  my  countrymen,  who  commenced  their  education  here 
and  went  late  to  your  country,  have  returned  home  worse, 
because  their  foundation  was  bad.*' 
-    *'  The  Portuguese  women,"  obecrrce  Mr  Murphy,  "  do  not 
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assume  the  family  aames  of  their  husbands  as  ^th  us,  but  lA 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  matrimony  retain  their  maiden  namefi-*' 
This  custom  seems  to  be  discontinued,  at  least  in  the  city  rf 
Porto.  *'  The  attachment  of  a  Portuguese  Jew,"  he  remarks 
elsewhere,  "though  expelled  the  country  with  every  cruel 
opprobium,  has  often  been  such  to  his  native  land,  as  to  induce 
him  to  send  for  some  earth  to  Lisbon,  to  be  deposited  with  his 
corpse  in  the  grave.  There  is  something  in  the  air  and  soil  of 
Portugal  congenial  to  the  disposition  of  the  Israelites,  which 
neither  time,  nor  change,  nor  persecution,  ever  alter;'*— still 
in  the  words  of  Imlah's  song  they  seem  to  address  the  ofTended 
Deity  :— 

Thy  Tenf^eonce  gave  ufl  to  Uie  fltran^er's  hand, 
*  And  Abraham's  childroo  wtft-  led  Tortb  for  slavesf 

Witb  fettered  slcpH  we  left  our  pbaaant  lu^, 

£nvying  our  fatbers  b  tbttir  ptiaoeful  greTcs. 
Tbe  stranyef'a  bread  wilh  bitter  Uati  wc  am«p, 

Apd  when  our  weary  eyo^  shouJd  sink  to  ^Wp, 
'Nealb  the  mmo  midiiighi  we  mbaI  forili  lo  weep, 
"Where  the  pale  willows  shade  Eu^hniteif'  tviives. 

Bkuhaxzar. 

This  feeling  precisely  explains  the  meaning  of  the  PortUr 
guese  term  '*  Saudade/'  which  cannot  be  translated  into  one 
correspondent  word  of  our  language-  It  is  expressive  of 
affectionate  regrets  and  warm  feelings  of  attachment,  and  may 
be  applied  to  animate  as  well  as  to  inanimate  objects :  "  Moro 
cum  Saudades  de  o  ver ;"  we  send  a  thousand  '*  Saudades"  to 
an  absent  frieml,  who  cherishes  our  memory  with  his  own  ;  we 
quit  with  many  *'  Saudades*'  the  scenes  of  passed  happiness, 
and  desire  to  renew  them  "  com  Saudadesj"  and  the  parting 
farewell  between  those  who  are  dearest  to  each  other  is  con- 
veyed in  the  simple  but  atfectin  ^  term  *'  Saudade/' 

Since  our  arrival  in  the  country,  our  days  have  been  passed 
in  constant  eji^ertioDj  and  it  could  scarcely  be  said  that  we 
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have  rendered  ourselvDsi  annwcmble  for  one  idle  hour.  Al- 
tlioiigh  living  altogether  with  Po^t^guc^:«L\  and  in  the  habit^i  of 
the  greatest  intimacy  and  familiarity,  ^vc  have  Dot  bcca  able 
to  do  more  than  make  a  few  ubservuLion^^  un  the  character  of 
the  langu^c.  To  make  it  a  direct  study  we  have  found  im^ 
posMible,  and  indeed,  )irrhapK  unluckily,  by  iin  inean:^  neoe?*- 
saiy;  lor  English  and  French  arc  generally  understood  by  the 
more  enlightened  classes,  and  consequently  have  farmed  the 
media  of  our  cotniuunications  with  them,  The  basi^  of  the 
language,  like  the  Spanish  and  Italian,  i»  Lmtiii,  wiili  which 
latter  many  of  its  words  Have  a  amking  affinity.  ITic  following 
passnge  njay  at  ])leasure  Ix-  taken  as  a  npi-cinien  of  eithi*r 
langijage:'— "  O  quam  glcriusas  memortas  pubhcOt  cousidc* 
nndo  quanto  vales,  nobiliKsiinui  lingua  Luftitana»  cunt  tua  fa- 
cundia  exccs^ivamente  dob  proTOca»,  excitas,  iuflamas!  quam 
alias  victorias  procuras,  quam  celebres  triuniphos  speras,  quam 
exccllcutcs  fabrica^  fund&8,  quam  pervcrxa^  furias  castigas, 
quam  fu'roccs  insok'ncias  ri^orosamente  doma.s  manifciitatido 
deprosa  c  dc  metro  tantan  cicgancias  LatinaA/' 

Id  his  brief  comparative  view  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
Innguftgcs,  Link  observes  that  the  latter  "  ha^  assumed  a 
totally  different  character  from  the  I.;uir),  |>erfectly  northern, 
like  the  Spanish^  [talian,  French^  and  even  the  modem  (jrcek. 
The  whole  laufifu^^e  very  nearly  approximates  to  the  Spanish, 
but  has  a  very  dilierent  pronunciation,  and  many  worcU  pecu- 
liar to  lUelf.  On  the  whole  the  Portuguese,  especially  aft  il  ig 
DOW  Apoken,  is  not  so  sonorous  as  the  Sjian^sh.  It  is  indeed 
witliQUt  gutturals,  but,  on  the  other  IiamI,  abounds  in  na^al 
sounds,  mute  terminations,  and  too  much  sibillation.  The  la^t 
9)'llablos  sound  mute,  aud»  a«  il  were,  »walluwed.  Tu  this 
may  be  added  the  ugly  custom  of  pronounciog  the  9  at  Che 
end  both  of  words  and  of  syllables  as  a  weak  xch  (#A);  thus 
tmuit  is  pronounced  mamh^  aDd  Idsboa  almost  IMchboc,  The 
cx)nstructi0a  of  the  Portuguese  is  in  many  respecu  entirely 
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similar  to  the  Spanish,  so  that  they  may  be  mutually  trans- 
lated without  altering  the  relative  situation  of  the  words/' 

We  have  met  with  only  one  copy  of  Soma's  edition  of  the 
immortal  poem  of  Camoens,  but  of  couise  there  must  be  many 
others  in  the  public  libraries.  They  have,  however,  escaped  our 
notice.  In  one  or  two  instances  only  have  we  seen  Mickle's 
translation  of  the  Lumad,  and  Lord  Strangford  s  elegarfct  ver- 
aion  of  the  Sonnets  of  the  Lusitaniau  bard.  With  respect  to 
classical  acquiremeats  among  the  Portuguese,  we  believe  that 
profound  acbolarship  is  but  rarely  accomplished,  and  the  Greek 
language  very  slightly  cultivated.  Travellers  cannot  fail  of 
being  struck  by  the  indolence  and  ignorance  which  prevail 
among  the  greater  part  of  the  religious  fraternities-  Their 
worse  than  unprofitableness  seems,  at  thus  their  declining  hour, 
to  be  made  manifest  as  the  sun  at  noon-day  to  the  Portuguese 
nation. 

Balbi,  in  his  Statistical  Essay  upon  the  Kingdom  of  Porta- 
gal,  a  work  to  which  we  have  been  indebted  throughout  the 
tour  for  much  curious  and  valuable  informatioir,  has  given  like* 
wise  an  accurate  view  of  the  weights  and  meBsurea,  which 
must  not  be  omitted  here.  The  largest  measure  is  the  Quin- 
tal, but  the  Arroba  is  more  usually  employed  in  wholesale 
transactions.     The  scale  is  the  same  throughout  the  kingdom. 

TABLE  OF  PORTUGUESE  WEIGHTS, 

WITH    THEIR    C0BR£5FONDINO    TERMS    IN    ENGLISH. 


Portugese, 

English  values^ 

L  Quintal  coatains 

4  Arrobas 

about  132  Pounds. 

1  Arroba 

32  Airateis 

33     do. 

1  Arratel 

10  Onpas     . 

laf  Ounces. 

1  Marco  . 

6  On^as     . 

about       7j-  Oupcea,Troy  freight 

1  Onpa 

8  Oitavas  . 

15^  Pennyweigbta,  do. 

1  Oitavft 

3  EscropuIo» 

2i             do.           do. 

1  Escropulo 

24  Gra6a     . 

18J  Grains,              do. 

1  Grfti     , 

. 

^  of  a  Grain,       do. 
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I  Tcn«l  ci>ntuiis 
uiH  i  n  anma  proviacm 

1  ri|iu     . 

1  Aluimli-        •        • 

\  CanaJa 


IS  LinbM    . 
LIQUID    MEASUHE. 

JJPiim.  .         .         . 

2&  Almuile* 
lU  CaJiaJua 
4  Qiijulilhoa 
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10  Paimm  .        .  nhtnii  7i  Fwt, 
A     An.  .  vihrtni  nj  dn. 


1  locb- 

I  Tun.  Of  2  Pipi* 
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Portuguese-  Englioh  rotucvn 

I  MujFO  cotttaiiiti           00  Alt|u«ju«i  .  •  3  QuftfUin^ 

I  rviga  .                  ,       4       do.      .  .  ,  0{  PccU. 

1  Alquoirc       *         .       A  QuQil&B  •  •  1{    ^Oi* 

Wo  have  paid  another  visit  to  the  Aqueduct,  which  \s  perhaps 
After  all  the  only  public  structure  in  Lisbon  wlio^^e  utility  and 
stj'le  of  architecture  challenge  unqualified  admiration.  Upon 
this  occasion  we  vrere  accompanied  by  a  scientific  Portiiguease, 
who  gave  us  the  following  measurementir,  the  accuracy  of 
which  is  confirmed  by  Uie  authority  of  Murphy : — 

Ft  fft. 
H«i§:bi  tti  the  ^jTAnil  arch  Irani  tho  bT"|^i<^  ^  ^1i*  intrmiJoB  280  10 
Frani  ihe  vertex  of  Ihc  luvft  to  llu?  iQimdoK,  inc)uB(i«  of 

Die  [MTfi^t 8       8 

Thenc4T  lo  the  io[t  of  tlic  vcntilntor  •         .         >         .       23       4 

ToUJ  hciicht  from  KTound  to  Rummrt  of  vc^ntiJator 
Brendlh  of  prirLcipnl  arcb       .        •        •        .        . 

BiraiLth  of  ihi- pi<:r»  of  this  nrcU     .  *  .  . 

IkickfieK  of  the  picn  u  (totnl    .        .        « 
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The  ordera  of  knighthood  in  Portugal,  as  in  the  other  king- 
doms o(  southern  Europe,  were  numerous  during  the  middle 
ages,  when  the  enthusiastic  valour  of  the  adventurous  youth 
of  every  Christian  power  demanded  no  higher  reward  (or 
comhats  successfally  sustained  against  the  Moors-  Faith,  pa- 
triotism, and  honourable  ambition,  thus  produced  a  host  of 
warriors  against  the  Saracenic  invaders  of  Europe-  The  de- 
coration of  the  order  uf  the  Wing  of  St.  Michael  was,  in  the 
reign  of  Alphonso  Hcnriquez,  the  mo3t  glorious  reward  to 
which  the  candidate  for  military  fame  could  aspire.  Under 
this  sovereign  was  likewise  introduced  into  Portugal  the  mili- 
tary order  of  Malta,  which  is  now  the  oldest  of  those  existing 
in  the  country.  It  was  originally  instituted  at  Jerusalem  by 
Grodefroy  de  Bouillon  in  1 100.  That  of  Aviz  was  first  esta- 
blished by  an  association  cf  private  individuals  for  the  protec- 
tion of  pilgrims,  and  was  richly  endowed  at  Evora  by  Al- 
phonso in  1156;  who,  about  the  year  1177,  established  also 
in  Portugal  the  military  order  of  St.  James  of  the  Sword,  a 
similar  institution  to  this  as  well  as  to  the  former  existing  at 
the  time  in  Spain.  The  military  order  of  Chriflt  was  instituted 
by  King  Denis  in  1319,  who  conferred  upon  its  members  the 
possessions  of  the  suppressed  order  of  Knights  Templars; 
that  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  was  created  in  1459  by  Al- 
phonso V,;  and  was  revived  by  John  VI.,  when  regent,  in 
1808,  as  a  decoration  for  Protestant  commanders,  who  are  not 
admissible  into  the  other  orders  of  knighthood.  All  writers 
on  Portugal  lament  the  degraded  condition  to  which  these^ 
orders,  particularly  that  of  Christ,  have  been  reduced  by  the 
indiscriminate  manner  in  which  they  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  conferred  upon  obscure  individuals  without  any  merit  or 
pretensions,  and  frequently  upon  persons  holding  the  lowest 
employments.  Thus  the  value  of  these  distinctions  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  destroyed. 

For  a  description  of  the  celebrated  Carthusian  Convent  of 
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Nossa  Senhora  da  Arrabida,  ca\  the  Ambida  mountftin,  we 
must  refer  you  lo  Mr  Soulhey,  who  speaks  in  raptures  of 
llic  charms*  of  the  surround  in  f;  landscape :— »"  Never  did  I  be- 
hold scenery  so  wild  and  ^o  sublime  as  the  moUQUin  of  Arra- 
bidaprefcented,  and  which,  continuany  varying  as  we  advanced, 
alway*t  displayed  some  new  beauty.  Rude  cro^sci*  are  erected 
on  almost  every  crag;  below  is  the  Atlantic  ocean.  We  were 
conducted  to  a  cavern  consecrated  to  St,  Catharine ;  the  en* 
tnnce  is  down  a  long  flight  of  stcps^  and  admits  bat  little 
light;  the  sea  enters  below,  dashing  the  rocks  with  that  loud 
and  continual  roar  which  accords  as  well  with  the  feclinj^  of 
the  poet  zfi'  of  the  devotee.  Through  this  aperture  the  hght 
ascends,  and  nothing  is  visible  but  rock  and  sea ; " — reminding 
us  of  Virgil's  description,  in  his  fourth  Ckorgic,  of  the  cave  of 
Proteus : — 


—         —         —  —     £«t  ipecuA  infftna, 

£x«fli  tatcro  in  tnontb,  qit<V  pluKma  vento 
Cog^tur,  iDque  aious  Kindit  teve  uridn  rtductrx. 

We  had  made  our  arrangements  for  visiting  Moita,  Palmclap 
Setuval,  commonly  called  St-  Ubes,  which  was  built  by  Al* 
phonso  Henriquez,  and  Azeitao,  which  severe  indtapositioD, 
produced  by  lung -continued  exertions  prevented  us,  unfortu* 
Dately,  from  carrying  into  execution.  This  httle  tour  might 
easily  have  been  completed  in  four  days.  It  re<]i]ires  only 
about  on  hour  and  a  half  to  cross  the  Tagus  to  Moita,  where 
mules  or  burros  are  always  found  ready  satidled  for  Uie  travel- 
lers use.  The  principal  features  of  the  district  are  sand  and 
heaths,  cork  tree-s,  and  pine  woods.  The  harbour  of  Setu\'al 
is  considered  to  be  the  larg&st  and  most  commodious  in  Por- 
tugal with  the  exception  of  that  of  Lisbon ;  the  bar,  however, 
is  dangerous.  Its  commerce  consists  principally  b  the  ex- 
portation of  salt  and  oranges,  "  During  ihi?  summer  sea-Nun," 
according  to  Murphy,  "the  opulent  Romans  who  inhabited 
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Beja.  Evora,  and  otber  paiU  of  Kusilaniar  had  here  their  villas 
and  their  batbs,  and  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  goddess  Salacia. 
Aur^stii>i  C^ewar  made  it  a  free  tovrii.  The  Moon  had  [xw* 
lion  of  it  from  713  to  1217,  wbea  Alphon^o  IL  fiaally 
b(tni9tlted  them  after  reducing  the  town  tci  a  heap  of  ruiri»/' 

Op]K>flite  to  Setuval,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  neck  of  laud 
neaf  the  village  ofTroja,  them  arc  the  reuiains  of  hii  aiicieul 
town  called  Coctobri^ ;  aud  it  has  been  iolcrnMl,  from  ip8Cri]>- 
iionn  Dpon  varitHis  mouumenis  which  have  l>ceii  found  amongst 
ita  ruiDG,  that  Phwiiciaa  and  Roman  coIodica  aucccasively 
oceupic'tl  the  K|)ot.  Thr.  origin  of  the  word  Ltisrtauia  is  said 
to  be  Pha^Dician,  "  Ltifl"  in  that  language,  as  ju  the  iJobrcWt 
si^nifyijig  '^  an  almond  tre-f^/'  Palmela  being  Mlualcd  uo  a 
height,  is  clearly  discerned  from  Lisbon. 

The  province  of  the  Aleintejo  extends  one  hundred  niUes  tji 
length  as  well  as  breadths  Its  principal  productions  arc  com, 
wine,  lemons,  and  oranges;  but  Uie  soil  varies  exceedingly  in 
ita  quality.  Some  parts  ure  remarkable  for  iheir  fertility,  but 
the  greater  purtion  cuiisist«  of  luountainous  districts,  Bandy  and 
4inproductivc  plains,  and  extensive  marshes,  which  exhaling 
pct;tUentiat  vapours,  render  the  atmosphere  in  summer  parti- 
cularly  unwholesome.  Evora,  in  Latin  ''  Ebora/'  which  may 
be  considered  the  capital  of  the  province,  is  tlie  tieat  of  an 
archbishop,  and  has  been  the  residence  of  many  of  the  Portu- 
guese sDvereigniG.  Its  university  was  suppressed  al  the  time 
of  the  exptilsioQ  of  the  Jesuits.  "  The  Spanish  aotiqaariaos," 
!iayB  the  author  whom  we  lsu*t  quoted,  "  affirm  that  Evora  was 
first  buUt  by  the  Ceiti  about  750  years  before  the  luitivit)-  of 
Christ.  Pliny  and  others  agree  ia  thinking  that  it  was  inha- 
bitL'd  by  the  Gauls,  Phcpnicians,  and  Persians.  Quintus  8ec- 
torius  took  it  about  80  years  before  Christ,  secured  it  with 
walls,  fortifications,  and  subterraneous  ways,  and  ornamented 
it  with  several  public  buildiii}:^.  Julius  Cac^^ar  wais  the  next 
who  subdued  Evora.     tie  made  it  a  principal  town,  and  gave 
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il  tlie  name  of  Liberalrtas  Julia.  The  Moors  took  pos^iession 
of  it  in  715.  It  is  not  so  large  as  Porto,  but  it  is  cunsidirred 
tile  >u:cond  city  in  the  kingdom.  Among  tliu  public  buildingft 
of  the  llomanji  fitil)  extant,  arc  an  aqiicducL  and  the  rrmaJnA 
of  ft  temple  dedicated  to  Diwa,  both  of  which  are  attributed 
to  Quintu;«  Scrtoriuft.  The  front  of  the  temple  presents  an 
bejcantyle  in  the  Corinthian  order.  The  pinnacle-s  by  which  it 
iA  crowned,  arc  ividcMitly  an  addition  of  the  Moora.  In  ]>oint 
of  antiquity  as  well  ad  elegancet  it  i^  tlie  most  estimable 
fttntcture  in  Portugal,  hut  is  sadly  neglected."  Indeed,  it 
has  been  converted  into  a  slaughter-bouse*  Numerous  in- 
scriptive stones  and  coins,  which  record  the  domination  of  the 
Romans,  are  still  frequently  found  here  at  no  great  depth 
below  the  surface  of  tlie  earth.  The  charncUhoustr,  contain- 
ing a  torritic  and  disgusting  assemblage  of  human  skulls  and 
bones  fixed  in  the  walls  of  the  nave  by  a  hard  cement*  ift  fully 
described  by  Murphy,  Were  anything  wanting  to  increase 
the  horrors  of  this  melancholy  place,  it  ha,s  been  amply  sup- 
plied by  the  following  distich,  which  apeaks  in  very  intelligible 
language  Z'— 

Sim  <m  <»04,  <\of*  ne^ai  eaUlKM, 
PctlloB  ffamta  frSprmnKn, 

About  three  leagues  from  Evora,  near  Arrayolos,  there  i«  a 
Croml^h  which  has  all  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the  Dmi* 
dical  altars  known  in  our  own  coiwtry. 

llautefort  speaks,  though  not  much  in  the  style  of  an  expe- 
rienced antiquarian,  of  another  Celtic  altar,  which  he  found 
between  l*egoi:s  and  Vendas  Novas: — "  Passi'  IVgoi-^,  qui 
n'est  qu'un  hameau,  je  vis  dans  un  fond  peu  ^loignd  de  la 
route,  une  rang^-e  circulaire  denormes  blocs  de  pierre,  au 
Doinbre  de  douze,  places  deboiit>  et  un  treizi^e  au  milieu. 
Je  de^cndis  de  voiture  pour  les  examiner  do  pr^.  11  n*y  a 
pas  de  doute»  que  ces  picrres  se  trouvent  U  par  la  main  do 
ForL  2  H 
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I'horame.  En  vouloir  doiiner  \e  inolif  ce  serait  se  perdre  en 
Tainca  conjectures.  Est-ce  un  mooument  apparlenant  au 
culte  des  anciens  Lufiitans?  Sont-ce  tout  gimplement  des  sup- 
ports t^levfe  pardes  bergers  afin  dV  appuyer  le  toit  d'unc  ca- 
bane?  Cest  ce  que  je  nassurerai  pas.  Cependant  il  est  pro- 
bable, que  ce  aont  dcs  monumens  Celtiques,  comme  ceux 
qu'on  trouve  en  France  attribues  aux  Druides,  de  mSme  queu 
Angletcrre  sous  le  titre  de  Slonehenge.  Au  reste.  les  StMes 
et  lea  Antes  sont  des  monumens  des  plus  anciens  peuples. 
L'Ecritnrc  Sainte  iiuus  en  donne  souvent  la  preuve  en  parlant 
des  pierres  ^l^vees  pour  per|i*;*tuer  la  m^moire  dun  6vene- 
ment/* 

'•  What  nation,  sect,  or  relipon/"  says  Mfh  Borlase^  in  his 
History  of  the  Antiquities  of  Coniwall,  "  this  kind  of  monu- 
ment may  be  said  properly  to  belong  to,  or  had  its  rise  from, 
is  a  point  not  easily  lo  be  adjusted,  seeing  we  find  them  in 
DenmEU'k,  France,  Germany,  and  in  the  isles  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea,  adjacent  to  the  cua^ts  of  Spain  and  France^  in 
Jersey,  Ireland,  Britain,  and  the  British  isles;  and  perhaps  in 
many  other  countries  they  will  occur,  especially  the  northern 
kingdoms,  by  which  they  should  seem  to  have  been  Celtic 
monuments,  and  with  that  numerous  people  carried  into  all 
their  settlements, 

"  That  the  Druids  erected  monuments  of  this  kind,  I  think, 
is  more  than  probable ;  for  there  are  remains  of  several  in  the 
Isle  of  Anglesea,  and  in  places  denominated  from  the  ancient 
Druids,  for  instance^  *  Kist-vaens,'  or  *  Stone-chests,'  co- 
vered, are  called  in  Denbighshire,  '  Kerig  y  Druidion,' 
'Druid-stones.'  There  are  also  many  cromlfihs  still  entire 
in  the  west  of  Cornwall,  where,  by  the  number  still  remaining 
of  their  monuments,  the  Druids  must  have  been  long  fixed. 
For  which  reasons  I  conclude,  as  well  as  for  that  the  Christians 
never  erected  such  monuments,  that  the  Druids  were  accus- 
tomed to  erect  monuments  of  this  kind ;  but  they  cannot  be 
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«aid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  DruitJs,  for  we  find  them  t\m  'm 
mniiy  fon^i^ti  ptirln,  wlicre  th«  Druiil  priesthood  never  took 
footJDg,  Doubtless  Uiey  are  very  micientj  as  appears  by  their 
simplicity,  the  graadeiir  siiul  fewneAs  of  the  niateriaU." 

With  respect  to  the  etymolo^  of  the  word  ''Croml^h," 
after  giving  the  Welsh  term  "  Cromlech/'  and  staling  the 
Cornish  proimnciution  to  be  "  Crora  Lfih,"  "a  Hal  alojie/' 
our  uutliur  ol*servr*  tliut  "  '  Crom/  or  '  Crum/  Armorici 
'  Crewm,'  ha^  the  i^igniticatioii  of  '  crooked/  and  is  a  word 
still  ill  uAe  aniuag  the  OoniiKh  in  that!ten»e.  From  'Croin/ 
or  '  Crflm/  confies  '  Crymmy,"  '  bending,  bowing;"  whence 
.some  conjectaie  that  these  slune^  were  called  Cromlech,  from 
the  reverence  &nd  adoration  which  person?;  bowing  paid  to 
them.  If  derived  from  the  Hebrew,  it  will  signify  a  devoted^ 
coD&ccrated  stone." 

,  Mr.  Borlase  thinks  it  "  very  unlikely,  if  not  impossible,  that 
the  CromlCh  should  ever  Lave  been  an  altar  for  sucriticc ;  for 
the  top  of  it  is  not  easily  tu  be  gut  upon,  much  Icjsb  a  fire  lo 
be  kindled  on  it  sufficient  to  consume  Uie  victim,  without 
scorching  the  priest  that  officiated.  I  know  that  it  i«  confi- 
dently affirmed  tliat  all  Cromld-hs  were  placCH  of  worship ;  but 
ihi^  i^  ft  hasty,  vague  expressinn*  and  it  was  not  at  all  con^i* 
dercd  by  the  authors  how  improper  the  dimensioas  and  parts 
ofaCroml^h  were  for  a  place  of  worship,  Thu  top-stoiR-  is 
too  high  for  the  priest  to  pour  out  his  libotious  upon  :  so  that  it 
could  in  no  sense  serve  the  purpoM^,  of  any  attar,  but  only  of 
such  ail  altar  aa  was  to  receive  the  oblations  and  presents  of 
the  assembly  in  honour  of  the  deceased.  That  the  ancients 
might  sacrifice  near  the  CromlCh,  is  not  unlikely;  whence  it 
comes  to  pass  that  great  quEmtities  of  ashca  may  be  found 
Dear  these  monuments*  The  whole  frame  of  the  Croml^h 
points  out  evidently  to  us,  several  reasons  to  conclude  that  it 
tf  a  sepulchral  monument. 
,  "  The  supporters,  as  well  as  covering  stone,  are  no  more 
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than  the  suggestion  of  the  conunoD  uniyersal  sense  of  mankind^ 
which  was,  first,  on  every  side  to  fence  and  Burround  the 
dead  body  from  the  violences  of  weather  and  from  the  rage 
of  enemies ;  and  in  the  next  place,  by  the  grandeur  of  its 
construction,  to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of  the  dead.  Our 
altar-tombs  at  this  day  are  but  a  more  diminutive  and  regular 
Croml^.  Croml^s  are  sometimes  found  on,  and  often  sur- 
rounded with  barrows.  Ifow  the  barrow  was  one  of  the.  most 
ancient  and  most  general  ways  of  interring  the  dead ;  and 
therefore  its  lying  sometimes  under,  and  at  other  times  round 
this  monument,  is  no  weak  reason  for  the  Groml£h  to  have 
been  a  place  of  sepulture. 

"  It  is  very  probable,  therefore,  that  the  use  and  intent  of 
the  Croml£h  was  primarily  to  distinguish  and  do  honour  to 
the  dead ;  and  also  to  inclose  the  dead  body,  by  placing  the 
supporters  and  covering-stone  so  as  they  should  secure  it  on 
alt  aides." 

Estremoz,  whose  fortifications  are  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation, celebrated  for  its  white  marble,  and  the  earth  com-* 
monly  used  in  the  Portuguese  potteries  for  the  manufacture  of 
porous  water-vessels;  Monte  Mor  O  Novo  de  las  Manzanas, 
whose  Moorish  walls  now  present  only  a  heap  of  ruins ;  Por- 
talegre,  an  episcopal  tOMOi ;  the  neighbouring  fortress  of  Mar- 
vao,  supposed  to  be  the  Herminius  Minor  of  the  ancients,  an 
idea  somewhat  supported  by  the  antiquities  which  have  been 
found  in  its  neighbourhood;  Crato;  Campo  Mayor;  the  im- 
portant fortresses  of  Elvas  and  La  Lippe ;  the  fortified  town 
of  Juramenha,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana;  Villa- 
Vi^osa,  formerly  the  residence  of  the  Dukes  of  Braganza; 
Aviz,  Serpa,  on  the  left,  and  Vidigueira  on  the  right  of  the 
Guadiana ;  and  the  Comarca  town  of  Ourique,  so  celebrated  in 
the  Portuguese  annals  for  the  triumph  obtained  on  the  conti- 
guous plain  over  the  Moors  in  1139,  byAlphonso  Henriquez; 
with  Mertola  on  the  Guadiana; — form  the  catalogue  of  prin^ 
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cipal  places  in  this  province,  whicbt  by  tbe  bye,  ha^  very 
frequently  been  ihe  Aceiie  of  bloody  engagemenlfi  between  the 
forces  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  The  high  road  from  Lisbon 
inio  Spain  passes  through  the  Aleiiitejo,  from  Aldea  Gallcga 
on  the  Tagiifi,  by  Villa  de  Pegoes,  Vendas  Hovbb,  Arrayolos, 
Venda  do  Duqae,  to  Estremoz,  and  thence  by  Eivaa  to  Ba- 
dajos. 

The  episcopal  city  of  Beja  is  worthy  of  a  separate  aEid  more 
detailed  notice.  Aa  a  Roman  colony  il  was  distin^ishcd  by 
the  name  of  Pdx  Julia,  and  at  a  Ititer  period  of  it:<  history  was 
dcDomiuated  Pax  Augusta.  It  is  situated  upon  a  height^ 
which  Denis  strengthened  by  the  conrttriicrtioti  of  a  fort,  and 
is  considered  to  be  the  best  specimen  of  military  architecture 
IQ  PcrtugaL  "  The  Moors  held  it,"  observes  Murphy,  "  from 
715  to  1 162,  The  chief  part  of  the  modem  town  was  built 
by  AlphonM)  III.  At  the  distance  of  two  leagues  hence,  the 
Guadiana  runs  seven  leagues  of  \\a  course  under  ground, 
namely,  from  the  village  of  ArgamasUla  to  the  town  of  Day* 
raiel.  The  ancient  town  was  rather  to  the  cast  of  the  pre* 
9enL'*  The  same  autlior  gives  a  detailed  account,  with 
accompanying  cngravinjjs,  of  several  ancient  fiagmcnU  which 
have  been  found  here;  sepulchral  momimentH of  luarblc,  am- 
phora?. Ktruflcnn  vases  and  other  ulen-sils.  lachrymatories.  Ro- 
man  bricks,  and  inscriptive  stones,  with  un  ossuariiim  ur  sarco- 
phagus. 

The  kingdom  of  Algarva  is  sepamted  from  llie  wjutherti 
portion  of  the  Alemtejo  by  the  Serra  dc  Monchiquc  to  the 
west,  the  highest  part  of  which  is  called  Scrra  d«  Foia,  and 
the  Serra  de  Caldeiraon  to  the  cast;  which  mountain  ranges 
run  nearly  in  a  direct  line  from  Odeaeixe  on  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  to  the  banks  of  the  Guadiana  below  Alcoutini.  From 
the  summit  of  the  Serra  de  Foia  an  extensive  prospect  is 
obtained  over  the  whole  of  the  province,  with  its  winding  line 
of  coast,  and  over  a  considerable  portion,  likewise,  of  the 
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Alcmtejo.  **  ilound  Monchique/'  says  Link,  ""every  thin^  is 
granite,  as  on  the  Serra  de  Foia,  which  entirely  cuDsi&tJi  of  it. 
On  the  north  side  only  docs  the  slate  rise  to  a  considerable 
height.  This  Serra  is  unque&tionabiy  the  highest  range  of 
mountains  on  this  side  the  Tag:u5,  exceeding  that  of  the  mouo- 
tains  of  Cintra,  and  being  perhaps  but  little  lower,  or  even  a 
little  higher  than  the  Serra  de  Marao.  The  next  mountains 
on  this  side  the  Tagus,  in  point  of  height,  are  those  of  Mer- 
UAa"  This  province  was  added  lo  the  crown  of  Portugal  by 
Sancho  II.  The  Moors  subsequently  recovered  its  possession, 
but  Alphonso  111.,  by  the  capture  of  Faro  on  the  Rio  Valfor- 
niosoj  finally  established  it  a  permanent  portion  of  the  kiog- 
dom.  The  name  of  the  Algnrvas  was  formerly  given  to  the 
whole  line  of  coast  running  from  the  Cabo  de  San  Vicente  to 
Almeira  in  Grenada,  and  to  the  corresponding  coast  in  Africa, 
opposite,  including  Ceuta  and  Tangiers,  at  the  time  in  the 
occupation  of  the  Portuguese  sovereigns. 

Ill  that  part  of  his  published  lectures,  where  he  arrives  at 
the  volcanic  rocks  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  Professor  Daubeny, 
to  whose  personal  investigation  of  the  subject  the  mineral<^st 
and  geologist  are  looking  with  considerable  interest,  observes, 
that  ''the  chain  of  mountains  which  separates  Portugal  on  its 
southern  extremity  from  the  Province  of  Algarva,  and  termi- 
nates in  Cape  St.  Vincent,  is  said  to  be  in  many  places  tra- 
versed by  volcanos.  The  unhappy  condition  of  the  Peninsula 
has,  however,  for  many  years  past,  thrown  such  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  travelling,  that  we  are  even  less  informed  with  re- 
gard to  its  geological  structure,  than  we  are  respecting  many 
|)arts  of  America,  or  even  of  Asia." 

"Dolomieu,  however,  has  noticed,"  in  a  letter  to  Faujas  St. 
Fond,  in  his  work  '  Sur  les  Volcains  du  Vivarais,'  *' alterna- 
tions of  basalt  and  limestone,  as  occurring  near  Lisbon.  North 
of  that  capital  the  limestone  rests  on  the  basalt,  but  on  the 
road  from  Cintra  to  Mafra,  the  two  rocks  are  intermixed/' 
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'  Some  nilditioiial  obi^ervationA  oa  this  subject  will  be  found 
ill  the  posthumous  work  on  Madeira  of  Bowditch,  jiubli^shed 
ill  1825.  He  lundedr  it  appears,  at  Lisbon,  but  did  not  pursue 
hia  inquiries  to  any  considerable  extent.  The  deficiency  in 
our  information  respecting  the  mineralogy  and  geo)o|7y,  and 
particularly  about  the  volcanic  districts  of  Portugal,  would  be 
uduiirably  supplit-d  by  the  science  and  activity  of  I)r<  Dau- 
bcoy,  and  for  the  ^akc  of  science  it  were  much  to  be  desired 
ihat  [he  Frofe^i;or  would  throw  the  question  of  difficulties 
aside,  and  venlure  upon  gruund  dmost  untrodden.  It  is  a 
department  niaj«t  peculiarly  hi«  awn,  and  the  result  of  his  re- 
searches would  undoubtedly  add  to  hL«  already  justly-acquired 
fame,  as  well  as  furnish  fresh  stores  of  valuable  niatter  for  the 
mineralogist  and  geologist.  Should  the  Profe^^sor  be  tempted 
to  proceed  into  the  country,  he  would  be  welcomed  in  Portu- 
gal by  all  the  enlightened  classes,  and  by  the  literati  of  Coini- 
bra  in  particular,  whose  directors,  in  bt-iiig  made  acquainted 
with  the  names  of  Buckland,  Scdgwiek,  Uaubcny^and  Duncan, 
would,  as  a  natural  conficqueucG»  become  emulous  of  their 
jMirsuitfi;  and  a  cummunication  might,  through  the  Professors 
means,  be  for  the  first  time  opened  between  the  univerEity  of 
Portugal  and  lh«:  «.-at»  of  leaniing  in  Kogland. 

But,  in  the  meantime,  to  go  on  with  ihe  Professor  s  state- 
ments:—"  111  a  iniitiiit'iiiL  a  li-ague  from  Mafra^  at  the  fftot  of 
which  the  Lisbon  road  pai^ses,  basalt  U  seen  on  the  summit 
resting  on  limeHtnne.  This  basalt  is  of  a  semivitrrotts  charac- 
ter, and  is  coelcd  with  a  sort  of  cnnmcl-ltkc  porcelain^  The 
calcareous  rotrk,  which  allermites  with  it,  is  pronouliced  by 
JBowditch  to  belong  to  the  Icrtiar)*  class." 
i  "Dolomieu  notices  also  in  the  Province  of  Bcira,  Jn  PorVu- 
gnl,  a  mountain  of  the  range  called  the  Scrra  de  Kstrella,  the 
Mons  Herniinius  of  the  anci«?i)lj(,  which  is  very  l<»fty»  i«  of  a 
conical  form,  and  emits  an  hollow  sound  when  we  tread  upon 
il,  a<«  iboiigh  it  coutained  caverns.    Un  the  summit  h  a  large 
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excavation  with  a  lake  at  bottom,  through  whicb  bubbles  of 
air  arise.     At  its  baac  arc  columns  of  basalt." 

After  passing  from  Sabugeiro  aloog  the  ridge  of  the  moun- 
lain  range,  to  the  highest  summit  of  the  Estrclla,  called  Mal- 
b&A  de  Seira,  link  describes  his  arriv^  at  "  the  beautiful 
La^a  Escum,  or  dark  lakCp  which  is  »o  enclosed  between  high 
wUd  Tocks,  that  he  could  nut  pass  ruund  it.  This  lake/'  he 
sajH,  "  is  deep  and  cold,  and  the  %vater  receives  a  dark  Ahadc 
from  the  reflection  of  the  rocks  and  of  the  sky.  The  ron^antic 
nituatiou  of  the  lake  among  high  wild  mountains,  and  its  fine 
round  form,  have  given  rise  to  many  fabulous  stories.  It  U 
fin'id  that  it  has  a  connection  with  tbe  sea,  that  it  ebbs  and 
flows  with  it,  is  rough  and  stormy  at  the  same  time.  That  All 
this  is  fal.NC  1  scarcely  need  assert.  Thence  we  passed  to  the 
third  or  great  lake,  called  Lagoa  Longa,  or  Comprida.  1  esti- 
mate the  elevation  of  this  range  ol  mountains  at  five  to  nix 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  even  that  perhaps 
exceeds  the  fact.  But  the  mountains  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
deceive  the  eye  extremely  through  their  broken  rocks  aod  wild 
api>earancLv  which  give  them  an  Alpine  character." 

Professor  Daubeny  considers  the  volcanic  rocks  near  Lift-' 
bon  to  belong  to  the  second  or  intermediate  class  of  volcanic 
products,  which  he  believes  to  be  coeval  with  the  rocks  de- 
nominEtted  tertiary,  in  his  own  division  of  them.  "  These,"  he 
says,  "  being  ejected  under  a  pressure  less  considerable  than 
what  exiiited  in  the  older  periods  of  tbe  history  of  our  planet, 
naturally  exhibit  some  variations  in  character  from  ancient 
baaalt/* 

'^  They  arc  compowd  of  a  mixture  of  vitreous  and  cellular, 
Willi  atony  and  compact  rocks,  the  former  connecting  them  with 
the  modern,  the  tatter  with  tlie  more  ancient  products  of  &rc. 
Crj'BtuUine  infiUrations  are  more  common  tlian  in  the  Turmerj 
but  Icfta  general  than  in  the  latter.  Their  subaqueous  origin 
is  jH'ovcd  by  their  repeated  alternations  with  Ncjitunian  or 
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fresh-water  (l«)»>siu,  often  containing;  shells,  which  appear  to 
have  resided  undistuibed  at  the  bottom  of  the  v-atcr*  They 
occur  chiefly  in  becLi,  the  dtrectioa  aud  origin  of  which  it  is 
often  difficult  to  trace,  but  which  appear  to  be  derived  more 
commonly  from  dykes  than  from  craters.  They  coDsi&t  either 
of  lavas  of  an  homogeneous  texture,  referable  to  the  j^cncrKl 
heads  of  "  felspar  and  augite  porphyry,"  or  of  "  tuffs,"  con* 
Bifiting  of  an  admixture  of  loose  fragments  of  sundry  volcanic 
productii-*' 

For  a  more  detailed  description  of  these  two  claiscA  of  vol- 
canic produetii,  we  inu^t  refer  you  to  tlic  Professor  s  work,  and 
shall  only  further  observe  that  the  existence  of  undoubted 
volcanic  products,  and  of  hot  springs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lisbon  and  in  ot)ter  partii  of  Portugal  is  interesting,  3b  itla<t< 
trativc  of  the  connexion  between  tba*«e  phenomena  and  tho»e 
of  earthquakes,  which  latter,  if  we  adopt  the  views  stated 
elsewhere  in  Professor  Daubeny  s  work,  have  been  the  more 
destructive  in  Portugal,  fixim  the  want  of  some  permanent  vent 
cxistmg  at  presentt  which,  like  Vesuvius,  might  afford  a  passage 
for  the  explosive  materials,  which  appear  from  the^e  facts  to 
be  pent  up  in  the  bowels  of  the  cartbp  underneath  the  greater 
part  of  the  country. 

"  Volcanoes."  the  Professor  observes*  "  arc  the  chimney*,  or 
ratlier  the  safety-valves,  by  which  the  elastic  matters  arc  per- 
mitted to  discharge  themselves  without  causing  too  great  a 
strain  upon  the  superficial  strata.  Where  they  do  not  exist, 
tbcy  give  place  to  a  visitation  of  a  much  more  destructive  na* 
lure;  for  those  who  have  experienced  a  volcano  and  an  eartb- 
quakc  will  readily  testify  that  the  consequences  of  the  one 
are  by  no  comparison  lighter  than  tho»e  of  the  latter.  The 
tame  country  is  indeed  often  exposed  to  thia  double  calamity ; 
but  that  the  existence  of  the  volcano  is  even  there  a  source  of 
good,  appears  from  the  fact  that  the  most  terrible  effects  arc 
felt  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  orifice*  although  the  focus 
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of  the.action  is  probably  not  far  removed  from  tlie  latter.  The 
agitations  which  took  place  duriog  six  ytars  at  Laacerote, 
likewise  show  how  much  more  destructive  the  effects  of  such 
subterranean  fire  appear  to  be,  where  no  permanent  vent  is 
established/' 

The  effects  of  thi3  great  earthquake  in  1755  were  severely 
felt  throughout  the  province  of  Algarva,  and  particularly  along 
the  line  of  coast  from  the  Cabo  de  San  Vicente  to  the  bankfi  of 
the  Cuadiana.     Many  towns  likewise  m  the  south  western 
parts  of  the  Alemtejo,  and  in  that  part  of  Estremadura  to  the 
south  of  the  Tagua,  experienced  its  destructive  consequences 
to  a  dreadful  degree, 
■  The  fertility  and  poverty  of  this  remote  province  are  re- 
markable.    Its  productions  in  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  fruits,  such 
as  figs,  grapes,  and  aJmond»»  are  abundant ;  but  owing  to  the 
want  of  aconvenient  market  for, their  sale,  the  value  of  these 
articles  is  considerably  diminished  to  the  culti\^tora.     ''This 
province/'  to  take  the  desjcription  of  it  by  Link,  *'  is  well-cul- 
tivated; but  this  cultivation  generally  extends  scarcely  two 
leagues  inland,  after  which  follow  desert  hills.     Here  are 
more   wells  than   in   other  parts>   probably  the  remains    of 
Moorish  industry;  that  people  having  continued  longer  in  this 
than  in  the  other  provinces.     Oil  is  produced  in  great  quanti- 
ties, being  considered  as  the  best  in  Portugal,  and  exported.  The 
wine  of  this  province  is  white,  contrary  to  the  general  custom 
of  the  country,  but  is  good,  and  supplies  a  part  of  Aleratejo, 
Figs  constitute  the  principal  produce  of  Algarva,  but  almonds 
are  grown  in  considerable  quantities,  especially  round  Tavira, 
and  are  exported.     Oranges  are  also  grown,  particularly Tound 
Monchique  and  Faro/*     The  common  people  live  principally 
on  fish,  and  are  very  poor.     The  inhabitants  generally  are  less 
refined  and  less  polite  than  the  rest  of  the  Portuguese,  but  for 
their  shrewdness  and  sharpness  of  wit  they  are  celebrated 
throughout  the  country,  in  this  resembling  their  neighbours 


^ 


ILLUSTRATED. 


«U 


the  Andalnsians.  Tbey  are  considered  the  best  mariners  m 
Portugal ;  hence  great  numbers  of  ihcm  emigrate,  and  most  of 
the  boatmen  at  LiBboii  are  from  this  province.  There  h  no 
doubt  that  this  province  ia  capable  of  ^eat  cultivation,  thouf^h 
hitherto  exlrHordinarUy  neglected.  In  no  part  are  the  roads 
BO  bad,  nor  the  apartments  in  the  inns  so  dirty/' 

The  principal  places  in  this  province  are  Sagrcs,  of  which 
wc  have  already  spoken^  as  being  the  residence  of  Henry, 
duke  of  Vizeti,  whence  he  directed  the  prosecution  of  Im  ma- 
ritime discoveries^  and  which  was  called  by  him  "  Ter^a  Na- 
bal/'  and  by  others  "  Villa  do  Infante  ;"  Lag^w,  formerly  the 
chief  town  of  Algarva,  situated  on  a  declivity  near  the  sea, 
where  Lord  St.  Vincent  cast  anchor  after  he  had  gained  hie  great 
^nctory  over  the  Spaniards  off  the  Cabo  de  San  Vicente,  (Pro- 
montorium  Sacnim,)  about  five  leagues  to  the  westivard ;  Villa 
Nova  de  Portimao,  and  the  contiguous  town  of  Silves ;  Loule^ 
sitiiated  in  a  beautiful  valley  surrounded  by  lofty  mountains  of 
limestone,  where  there  are  three  monasteries  and  a  convent, 
iu  which  last  the  aloe-threads,  as  Link  states,  are  dyed  and 
manufaclurcd  with  great  delicacy  and  nentness  into  baHkefs, 
artificial  flowers,  and  other  articles,  which  arc  sent  to  all  parts 
of  the  country;  Faro,  an  episcopal  city,  whose  waIN  were  con* 
fttnicted  by  the  Moors,  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  a 
league  from  the  sea,  and  opposilf^  to  The  small  sandy  island 
called  "  Ihla  dos  Caes,"  from  which  il  is  divided  by  a  narrow 
channel,  called  "A  Barreta;'*  its  chief  export  conAutH  of 
oranges,  figs^  other  dried  fiuits,  sumach,  and  cork;  Tavira, 
the  residence  of  the  "Govemador  das  Armas"  of  the  pro- 
vince, at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Scqua^  which  nearly  iDtcrsects 
the  town,  in  whose  "  neigh  bo  iirhuud  the  whole  soil/^  1o  Ixirrfivr 
again  the  German'^  account,  "  is  excecdingty  well  cultivated* 
and  adorned  between  the  corn  fiehls  alternately  with  olive, 
almond-trees,  and  the  majestic  carob,  whose  feathered  and  re* 
gular  leaf  is  beautifully  opposed  (o  the  simple  slender  leases 
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of  lh(?  other  tretw*  The  aurrounding  country  is  one  of  the 
plcasuntctit  in  Portu^l ;  hilU  of  the  chain  of  tlmceCono  moua- 
tsinfr  crowd  do«e  round  the  town,  which  they  enclose  with  a 
wood  of  high  shady  trees,  m  who^^e  bosom  it  seems  to  repose. 
Aiuung  Ihene  trees  every  Itttlc!  vacant  place  is  eulLivattd  either 
OB  a  garden,  or  a  corn  field ;  the  trees  arc  varied  in  a  pleasing 
manner,  the  bright  and  cheerful  leaf  of  the  nlmond  relieves 
the  obscurity  of  tho  olivts  which  bcre«  as  in  general  through 
Algarva  and  Andalusia,  attains  to  a  great  size  and  beauty. 
Thence  wc  went  (through  Castro  Marim)  to  Villa  Real,  (da 
Santo  Antonio  de  AremUisi,)  built  by  tlie  Marqut'ss  Pomlial, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadiana,  where  it  forms  a  port.  Thia 
town  IS  the  well  known  monumetit  of  hh  despotic  violencv. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  thcGuadiana,"  continues  Link,  "  ma- 
jestically rises,  proudly  looking  down  on  tlie  hither  side  of  the 
rivcr»  the  elevated  Spanish  bank,  Qnd  on  its  declivity  the  large 
Spanish  town  of  Ayaraonte  with  a  number  of  handsome  towers- 
It  was  once  the  seat  of  great  Moorish  kiiigB.  Its  tournaments 
in  former  times  were  much  celebrated,  and  in  Sparish  poetry 
and  romances  the  high-sounding  name  and  example  of  the 
Giiadiana  often  occur  f'^^-il  is  alluded  to  in  the  beautiful  line* 
of  our  own  immortal  bard  already  quoted  in  a  former  letter. 

The  source  of  the  Ciuadiana  h  in  the  Spanish  province  of 
l-a  Mancha.  (New  Castile.)  After  traversing  Spanish  E^tre* 
madura,  it  divides  the  Alemtejo  into  two  unequal  portions, 
and^  separating  the  two  kingdoms  of  Algarva  and  Sevilta»  cmp* 
ties  itself  into  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  between  Castro-Marim  and 
Ayamoiite.  It  is  navigable  only  as  far  as  the  town  of  Mertola. 
In  iu  course  it  receives  on  the  Spanish  side  the  waters  of  the 
Rio  ArdelH,  the  Rio  Limas,  the  Chalieira,  the  Chan/a^  ilie 
Malagon,  and  the  Uios  Riiberta  and  Piedra;  and  on  the  Por- 
tuguese, of  the  UioCaya,  above  Elvas,  the  Rios  Odiarea,  Cor- 
bcs,  Oeiras.  Careiras,  and  Vascao. 

The  Tagus,  (Rio  Tajo  in  Spanish,)  has  its  source  in  the 
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Sierra  of  Albarraciti,  ^Yhich  is  ^tttiftted  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  province  of  Cuenca>  In  traversing  New  Castile  and  Spa- 
nifih  Estremadura,  it  pawea  by  Aranjuez,  Toledo,  Ccvolla, 
Talavera,  and  eatering  Portugal  between  Rosmaririhal  and 
Alcantara,  separates  the  Alcrotejo  from  Portuguese  CHtminu* 
dura,  which  latter  province  it  divider  into  two  unequnt  por- 
tioiu;  ami  Rually  formiiig  the  magnificeut  jxirt  of  Liaboiir 
empties  itself  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  between  San  Juliao  da 
Barro  and  the  Cabo  de  E&jHcliel.  It  is  navigable  (rotn  ita 
moutli  for  ilat-bottomcd  boats  qa  far  a»  Abmntcs  in  aummcr, 
<tud  during  the  winter  seuson  to  ihe  confluence  of  the  Rudao, 
beyond  which  point  its  bed  becomes  so  narrow  and  encum- 
bered with  roclcK,  that  it  ix  rendered  quite  tmpasK^ble  for 
boatt.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Villa  Franca  end  Santorcm, 
below  which  town  the  full  force  of  the  tide  is  perceived,  it  fer- 
tilizes widely  extended  plains,  aimilnr  to  the  Campo  do  Mon- 
degu.  by  annual  inundations,  and  dtill  lower  down  fomiK  nu- 
merous marshes  of  considerable  breadth,  on  which  large' 
herds  of  cattle  are  kept.  Of  its  fabled  gold  we  have  already 
spoken. 

Having  at  length  arrived  at  the  close  of  my  journal,  and  the 
blue  Peter  Aummoning  u^  on  board  the  packet,  it  is  now  time 
to  think  of  England,  and  to  release  you  from  tht^  lo(|uacity  uf 
a  traveller  in  Portugal.  We  will  only  remark  that  the  original 
e^^blifihment  of  packet-boats  to  sail  regularly  between  Fal- 
mouth and  Lisbon,  was  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  Catha- 
rine of  Braffajixa,  after  her  return  into  Portugal,  on  the  death 
of  her  husband.  King  Chartca  II,  of  England,  the  monthly 
payments  uf  her  dower.  These  vessels  arc  now  put  upon  the 
best  footing,  and  arc  admirably  equipped  in  every  respcct. 
Our  experience  lu  ttie  voyages  both  out  and  home  fully  Justify 
this  assertion.  For  the  liberal  and  intelligent  commander  of 
the  Sandwich  packet,  it  would  bo  out  of  the  order  of  things  not 
to  entertain  always  many  "Saudades," — in  English,  the  sin- 


POflTUGAUT 

cerest  regard— not  unaccompanied  by  gratefiil  recollections  of 
the  kind  solicitude  and  frlendty  attentions  shown  by  bira  to  ao 
invalid. 

We  owe  likewise  too  large  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  hos- 
pitable and  intelligent  friends  atnong  the  commercial  ranks  in 
Portugal,  not  to  take  the  deepest  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
their  country.  As  ardent  well-wishers  to  the  maintenance  of 
its  liberties,  independence,  and  restoration  to  iU  former  rank 
among^the  nations  of  Europe,  our  recollections  of  Lusitania 
shall  be  concluded  with  the  words  of  one  of  the  constitutional 
hymns,  whose  spirit-stirring  sentiments  breathe  the  warmest 
devotion  to  tlie  sacred  cause  of  rational  freedom. 

HYMNO  DAS  CORTES. 

JS  3»  Cmiea  Lviztl&nas 

£  do  miinOu  eotre  u  Na^ocn» 
T6rna  Lizia  a  figurar. 

Qufi  Ventura !  bk  Luku  Cortn 
E«ta  gloria  QOfl  T«5  dar. 

Parciap^  do  Despotismo 

Hao-de  agoTft  em  vao  ratvafj 

Suaa  tramaa,  9eu»  «mbQHle» 
J  A  nao  dai)  que  recear. 

Que  vcntiira  I  Ac. 

De  tropel  os  mates  todos 

Vau-sG  no  cios  sepuUar, 
Luzitanta  o  bnlho  antigo 

Vai  dr  novo  recobrar. 

Que  Ventura  I  &c. 

Vhido.  oh  digno9  paia  da  patria, 

Dt!  mil  louros  coroar 
Nomes  sciw,  do  Rei  o  nomc 

Km  mil  canticoa  louvar. 

Que  vcnlura!  ^i:. 


^ 
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PHrHU'lll  t*  t\wtv  Jwr, 
Vim  U'  vrji>  iinliftoA  YuUm 
Pttia  pur|>ijnL  Lkk^ut. 

Qu<^  vviiiurft  1  M  Luiax  Coil 
I^aU  jloria  04M  vi5  «|ar. 


CROULKIt     SKAK    AHJIArULUft. 


^^ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY   LETTER, 


London,  182B. 
The  following  documenta  kindly  supplied,  and  without  any 
solicitation  on  the  author's  part,  by  James  Warre,  Esq.,  than 
whom  no  gentleman  is  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
iaternal  afTalra  of  Portugal,  are  of  too  valuable  and  important 
a  nature  to  be  omitted  from  a  work  which  pretends  to  the 
difficult  task  of  giving  a  complete  and  faithful  exposition  of 
the  various  interests  of  that  country.  They  will  be  found  ad- 
mirably to  serve  the  purposes  of  "  Illustration/'  for  which  every 
kind  of  information  has  been  diligently  sought  after,  whether 
in  matters  of  commerce,  finance,  politics,  or  religion,  including 
the  national  habits  and  manners,  so  as  to  render  this  work  in 
some  degree  worthy  of  its  title.  The  first  of  these  papers  is 
a  translation  of  the  speech  of  the  minister  of  finance,  on  pre- 
senting the  budget  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  in  February 
1828.  It  will  be  read  with  an  increased  degree  of  interest, 
when  it  is  understood  that  it  is  the  first  budget  that  was  ever 
presented  in  Portugal  to  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
It  is  in  fact  the  only  authentic  account  of  the  state  of  the 
Portuguese  finances  that  was  ever  made  public,  and  it  has  the 
addition  value  of  being  official. 
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The  perusal  of  these  documents  wilt  establish  no  very  fa- 
Toumblc;  u|iiutoii  UK  to  the  present  Atatc  of  Portugal,  nor 
encourage  any  sanguine  expectations  of  its  future  prosperity. 
Aft  we  h<ive  before  observed,  the  work  of  renovation  may  be 
expected  to  proceed  but  slowly  in  thii^  unhappy  country^  and 
may  perhaps,  a(ter  all,  fail  of  iU  accoiriplishmeut,  owiug  to 
the  inveterate  prejudices  of  tbe  great  majority  of  the  nation, 
and  the  ititeresU  of  tho»e  identified  wJlh  the  system  of  mis- 
rule. The  Constitutional  Charter  alone  opens  the  door  to 
improvement;  Hiid  upon  its  maintenance  in  full  vigour  thts 
enlightened  classes  of  the  Portuguese,  perhapff  not  sufficiently 
numerous,  found  all  their  hopes  of  the  ultimate  salvation  of 
their  country. 

The  second  document  gives  an  account  of  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  Portugal  in  I  @27 ;  in  the  third  is  contained  an 
imate  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  Portugal  for  1828 ; 

the  fourth  is  stated  the  debt  of  Portugal  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year;  and  in  the  fifth  is  presented  an 
account  of  the  revenue  and  expense  of  the  Portuguese  colo- 
nies, as  given  in  the  budget  of  February,  1828- 
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No.  I. 

A  Free Tran»Ii»lion  of  thu  Spkepk  of  ilia  Mimster  of  FtNANCE,  on  pw- 
Hentirtg  (he  Builgvt  lu  the  Chumlwr  of  De|)ijlies  at  UsIkid,  on  Uio  llth 
February,  lQ2d. 

Ghntlkmrn, 

In  the  Qfl^miuUtration  of  the  affairs  of  the  na^on,  in  the  ez- 
pcnditjrA  of  tho  <^ourta  of  juatice  and  of  tlie  revenao,  many  ecoiiomit^al  r^gula- 
lionB  may  bo  iJiade;  tbr  every  departmeTit  requires  rpforro.  The  reauU,  bow- 
ever,  cannol  he  traiiBGeiideQtJy  efficient,  or  t4>  a  coQ5id<'tabl(>  amount,  until  tli« 
dcpHTtinonts  of  iJi«  state  ^re  pliic«d  upon  the  esAnhVinhmewt  tliat,  ncuordiug  to 
t}ie  Chatter,  thoy  ought  to  be. 

la  fact,  Gentltmen,  it  may  hv  truly  said  our  ^aod  epil  arises  from  X\ie  pro- 
fliK,  Hi|uai]dcringr  imjirovident  dissipation  find  wa^tv  of  tht^  ni^aiia  pns^niial  lor 
the  public  }«rvic<',  fcir  wiinl.  of  a  regulnr  pctinomical  adminJKtratmn  ]  but  by 
whidi  it  is  not  to  be  UDderstood  that  I  think  it  UDDecessory  also  to  examiue 
minor  articles  of  the  public  cx|ionditure;  for,  1  again  repeat,  every  depart- 
ment of  the  state  requiri^H  reform. 

From  what  I  have  stated,  the  Chamber  will  perceive  that  the  deficit  of  the 
Treasury  is  susceptible  of  great  diminution  ;  that,  by  a  prudent  but  vigorous 
economy,  much  may  ht*  done  to  improve  the  state  of  our  Bnances. 

Reforms  are,  however,  indispensable  ;  but  that  they  should  be  efficient,  and 
obtain  an  advantageous  result,  prudence  and  Justice  must  guide  the  hand  of 
reform,  without  eier  losing  sight  of  the  principle  that  economy  doea  not  consist 
in  not  spending  any  things  but  in  expending  only  tbut  which  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

With  respect  lo  the  estimate  of  the  Board  of  Interests  (Junta  doi  Juros),  it 
has  sufficient  resources  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  interest,  annuities,  and 
charges,  to  which  it  is  liable,  although  they  should  amount  to  the  whole  sum 
of  U'i)43,0;U,ay»,  (about  188,006/,  sterling);  and  allowing  also  that  the 
1010  ContoH  de  Beb  (about  202,000/.  sterling)  of  the  last  loan,  yet  to  be 
raised,  should  be  completed. 
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Thnt  Hut  iutcrnt  uud  tiuktag  fund  will  baikt  \it^Yt\y  on  UiiU  Board  wlion  tho 
whol4>  lonn  i«  oon»|il«U«t,  it  ucl(DowiwJg«d;  nw^rihvlMi,  it  L»  lo  be  hijjK^d  Uj« 
pniducr  of  Ihr  nrw  tnt  ujmu  *liunp4  will  mttt  ih**  ifirn'Jiifid  ohargi' ;  tliprfifoto 
ni^klir-r  thv  ^vetnawM,  nor  the  ^roditon  upon  lliv  covivoliiltlvd  luEid,  have 
anything  in  rri>«r.  1  will  r«pi>ai  what  1  liar*  t>f  fnnp  »AiA,  vix,  ihst  It  14  hlgtily 
HUtivfAcinry  tliiit  Hor  Highnpu  cnn  rvniirir  th^  Chnn^HT  tlinl,  DntwiUiMnnding 
llie  usLiJlulidDA  in  the  fomgu  i.-xcbuiigtH,  mid  m  thi?  gntatuf  jiiul  of  conimrrvial 
trHnMvticiw,  tlw  A|h>]k?«s  (boiidH)  of  (h«  Junta  linvv  iKJtdL'olJnul  in  prinf,  not- 
VffitlMundtn^  :t3»0i>(i|0l)0  uf  cri>wn»  nrti  in  circtilAlinii ;  nil  uni|ii4ftii(>n4h}i<  |>n«r 
of  titu  fftvouniblc?  »tutv  of  ib  crtdit,  ntid  of  iJie  cunlidciu^i  Uk-  (lulflii:  Iielw  iib 
ihtfir  rrptvBvaUlivos  wbt-n  -luniujptitlf  gumnlerd  und  icapi.H:ii.-d. 

AwuftT  timt  I  havu  ftuJficJviitly  lr»*jj(ueed  u\>i>u  thv  indulcvntre  of  tin- 
Chanibi^r,  I  will  Miy  nolhvns  u|xjn  the  pnitial  olimntcs  iff  i-nch  of  ihv  il^^ait- 
mt-ata  tikat  arc  indc-|H.'tidcnl  of  tbcTrcuuty ;  I  trill  continc  mycoch' to  ob:tcivi[if[ 
generally,  ihat  it  will  be  big^ly  wpedieot  to  ooncci^trc  ibc  nxibiplB  anJ 
cspcndiltitc  of  lh(^  aUitc  by  roUiimnc  only  two  BoanU  of  Trcnmify,  (CoixtuiO 
Ti«.  on  If  for  (c  nurd  re<^i|it«cuid  dubunomcnta,  tlic  other  for  public  croditi  of 
tbr  Mnto, 

1  will  klw  olwrvc,  bill  vory  conciwiy,  Ififtt  *onic  of  tbo  ctftimntcA  tliMt  rofer 
to  OLir  ultra- mnti lit:  po;4!>CMicnb  Appear  to  mc  to  be?  iinpctfcci,  and  even  ifici>r- 
nct;  and  I  must  add  timt,  in  luy  opinion,  the  f^ntci  |iart  of  lho«o  fforcm- 
DiDiiU  rcqtiinr  UMiBlnncci,  (subeidios) ;  but  timt  can  only  bo  convcuii^ntly  aso«r- 
laini^d  upon  4  vitw  of  thvir  iu<w  Imlaiicci^. 

TIm)  loan  docrood  by  tho  law  ol'  thr  31rt  -March,  iu*i7,  nu  partly  con- 
IriiLctod  for  by  the  Honrd  of  Interr^l  ^Junta  dm*  Jiimn),  undiT  Ih*-  oonditmrii 
of  The  <lvrT(v  of  M^h  of  Iho  fiilhiwiiig  -May.  Tlir  Bunk  of  tJibon  inEHEod  for 
a  I'flrl  iip<in  (h<>  term*  of  tlir  AUara  of  the  'Zmh  July  Imi.  A  fwipy  of  thow 
«tkpulatioi)B  1  now  have  the  honour  (o  pti^'nt  t4i  ^ou.  The  rein«iiidi-r  of  th^j 
loan,  at  I  hui'p  hlri'Hdy  Hiuif'il,  nmonnlmjc  To  lilli)  CntfoH  dt*  Ht-M,  iu  yet 
untnhH^rifi^d  for,  U|hiii  ihut  kiibjct't  thir  IliiuJh*  ihall  TPicivr  ovrry  iuforma* 
tion  it  inuy  pti-tiw  to  riTcjidru. 

I  now.  rii<iuh<iiH*».  \utvv  only  lo  BccnuiiL  to  lb!«  Cfaftnilwr  for  tlie  eitn  vi- 
ivni^T^  ihiit  uruin'd  tshl  ymr. 

1*t,  The  ii-pujnof  lilt  line  ot'hattlu  lUip^the  John  VI.  Thcmoct  amount 
we  doiiul  ytt  krjuvr.  (ht  atcuuiiU  not  having  arri^rd;  wt  know,  hi>^tt4i,  that 
out  tuiiii>ti-i  iu  l^)iiilv"  >v>i>,  iiiiOor  iin|4-rative  circuuMtaacn,  obliged  to  huTc 
it<cou»c  to  thecrcdit  of  die  bouie  of  Baring  &  Co.  to  Wrow  l6,lMX>f.  plvrliii|f, 
at  6  per  cent.  iut«rcat»  wluch  loan*  however,  baa  bttn  promptly  repaid^  with 
the  inUftHduo. 

2>lly.  Tbc  cxpcDKa  on  tho  ahjp*  tent  lo   J^ngliud.     The  outfit  here  cost 
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14,000,000r«.  (about  2800/,  ■terlJDg);  and  3C,0O0,OO0ra.  (ftbout  7300i,  fitf^- 
hng)  wafl  rernitted  to  Porumouth  at  the  dtaposaJ  of  the  cotDmamler  of  Uk 
squadron. 

3<tly.  9000^  sterling  WHS  remittod  to  our  ag«iit  in  London  ta  d«fniy  lb« 
cxpenflcfl  of  the  journey  of  Hu  Sereao  Highness  Don  Miguel^  wbom  ma^ 
Dirine  Providence  conduct  in  safely  to  Lisbon. 

I  conclude^  Oentkmen,  by  propwiing  to  tbis  Chamber,  in  the  niune  of 
H«T  Highnew,  that  th^y  will  tBk«  into  their  seriouB  coaEiderntlAn ,  wbat  with 
nil  fidelity  I  h&ve  had  the  honour  m  lay  before  th^m,  of  the  Actusl  npccsHitiss 
of  the  Htati^,  in  order  that  ibcy  may  empower  the  govErntnent  to  relieve  tb^ 
Fxigcnt^FS  of  the  nation,  either  through  the  medium  of  a  reduction  of  tii» 
enpenditure,  or  by  on  inoreaHe  of  the  revenue,  oT  tinally^  in  the  last  extremity, 
Ihmugb  tile  meHHs  of  a  new  loan  tJial  they  may  please  to  decree  to  be  con- 
tiacled  for  on  ibu  best  poBsible  terma. 


(Signed) 
Lisbon,  IJlh  February,  IWB. 


HaNQEL    AnTOMO    D£   CARVALftO, 

Miftiatcr  of  Fimuicc. 
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No.  IV. 

KatM  lie   DKBT  M  POllTU<jAt,  cm    Ul  Jnnnurj    IMlH,  »  ifiitiHl  by   UKnlM  pi(  rtnliff  1^ 

iruT   ,        

I^UCTJ  o(  lW)ti 

Id  JvODn  AWnr«  7tb  Mufclj  litai        .... 

lkHm»l«-^|lt  Apnl  IKIV 

IJ  Loan  Mill  Jalj  JSI? 

ApuLiLi^A  (If  BaaiLi  ««&  pi.  tvnuCiiU  dr  Lie  I0  9api 

l^£V 

Ajiulicni  »t  4  pi.  crnL  Si  Fabruiry  1H3) 

ltld«  CaniH  of  l^jift  Manaj  burul  bj  Alvani,  Julj 

ino  ^      -       ,       

Ldu  iviii  Mnr  is:;; 

Dh  |T.  AU>rb  MUi  Joly  IfilT 


Public  Trptmry^ 
fjkpctnl  Ijihh  IMIi  itrtntw^  IHH        .  .  .  ^ 

lUiyal  lairniu.     'rbcmunjiJ  Imrrtf^U  orr  vtilin^ti^l  4 

Uft  -*likli  tli*^  «:c  }»iul  wUl  be      .        ,        . 

nuEiDg  DtbC  rJ3qrwb<d  iinla  SOtli  Ii>«p(.  I  K-Jtf- 

Tiiptr  MoBfv  ifi  cirtitlttion  rtlJnviif i1  *i   . 

AnouM  uf  PeLt  irlUtJ   pr.  Coun-tiijun  of  3Ul  Ufi- 

rriutwTiaxa 

Of  whidi  h»  (iis'ji  Tnlo«Tti4<d  Ifl  I  if  !U|i(,  |K2T  - 

Fl^mtin^  Pptjt         ...... 

]lfi]»(.H  |»t^rf<J  H  ^<L4«  otad  Feb.  iVJtl 
li^liiitJiUil  Dfbu  lu  bo  pail        .         .         T^         . 
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